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ART. I. — Abstract of the Proceedings of the Buffalo Medical Association. 

Tuesday Evbnino, July 14, 1863. 

Minutes of the last meeting were read and approved. 

Dr, Rochester proposed Dr. Edward Mackay for membership. 

Dr. JRing proposed Dr. Thomas M. Johnson for membership. 

The call for voluntary communications not being readily responded to, 
by any of the members present, Dr, Miner reported in brief the results of 
some cases of operations upon the eye, which had recently interested and 
gratified him, not so much on account of anything remarkable or peculiar 
in the operations themselves, as the results which had been obtained. 

The first case was that of a young man who had become completely 
blind from inflammation of the iris and closure of the pupil in both eyes. 
In one, the cornea had also become opake, and thus all hope of restoration 
lost. Artificial pupil had been made, and the most satisfactory result 
obtained in the right eye, which still preserved a transparent cornea. — 
Vision was now sufficiently perfect to enable the patient to engage in many 
useful occupations. The time-dial was plainly distinguished, the minutes 
being accurately stated. He takes pride in telling the time of day very 
accurately, some times saying, "it is four minutes and a half " or ^^six 
minutes" of, or past any hour. 
VOL. 3, HO, 1 — 1. 
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It was well known that few operations for artificial pupil resulted in 
perfect version, no matter by what kind of operation the opening is made. 
That there are various reasons for this is very apparent. The artificial 
pupil is usually made to one side of the natural site for this opening, and 
this may be assigned as one reason. It is often too small, and does not 
admit sufficient light. It has also lost its power of contraction and dilata- 
tion, thus admitting or rejecting light as occasion demands. The retina 
has been, in many cases, injured by the s&me causes which have closed the 
pupil, or it has been shut up in total darkness, and for months or years 
even its funcdo'ns have been suspended, until it no longer takes impressions 
of objects with distinctness and accuracy. These, and other causes, which 
we may not understand, are operative in preventing perfect vision after 
operation for artificial pupil ; and though more or less vision is commonly 
obtained, yet it is rare to accomplish what we desire. 

The second case referred to was one of traumatic cataract in left eye, 
associated with inflammation of the cornea, which had resulted in ulcera- 
tion and opacity. Recently the cornea had become very prominent, pro- 
truding conically aa if about to terminate in staphaloma. There was pain 
and intolerance of light. The conjunctiva was inflamed, and from this 
membrane and the Jacramal glands there was constant and profuse serous 
discharge. The object of treatment was not so much to restore vision as 
to overcome inflammation, relieve pain, and prevent greater deformity. — 
With the view of relieving the intra ocular pressure, and thus also the pain 
and inflammation, the operation which has recently been so much practiced 
Ly ophthalmic surgeons and termed by them iridectomy was performed 
the outer and lower portion of the iris being drawn through the opening 
made in the cornea and removed. This was followed by temporary relief 
from the pain, and the eye seemed much less irritable and intolerant of 
light Five days later the pressure upon the cornea from within was 
apparently as great as before, and the pain nearly as severe. That the 
removal of a porUon of the iris as in iridectomy will many times relieve 
the pressure in such or similar cases has been demonstrated by abundant 
clinical experience. That it is much more efficacious for this purpose than 
division of the ciliary muscle, which was at one time largely practiced, or 
paracentesis, which simply allows the escape of the aqueous humor, there 
seems to be abundant proof. In this case, however, the pressure and bulg- 
ing of the cornea returned, and five days after the first operation, the ante- 
rior chamber of the eye was opened with a cataract needle and the aqueous 
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humor allowed to escape. This last operation was practiced three times at 
intervals of about five days, and each time afforded temporary relief. He 
had said that the operation for iridectomy had been foUnd to relieve intra 
ocular pressure and inflammation more generally and more permanently 
than other operations which allow the simple escape of the aqueous humor 
That it should certainly relieve the pressure for a time, is sufficiently man- 
ifest, since all these operations equally allow the escape of the contents of 
the anterior chamber of the eye. Why iridectomy should relieve it more 
than the others is not fully explainable, and so far as he knew, it rested upon 
the evidence of clinical experience alone. His personal observation bad not 
been sufficient to warrant a conclusion, but very accurate observers have 
established the fact beyond much doubt; still it is perhaps as ^11, since 
we cannot explain why it should be so, to leave the question open for fur- 
ther observation and inquiry. Suffice it to say, that in the case under con- 
sideration there was about the same amount of relief obtained by one 
operation as by the other. 

Finding that'relief was not permanent and the cornea constantly becom- 
ing more and more conical, the operation for cataract by extraction was 
made, not with the view of obtaining vision, since . the cornea was too 
imperfect, but for the purpose if possible of preventing staphaloma, and of 
relieving pain and inflammation. The previous operation of iridectomy 
had prepared the way for easy extraction of the lense, and it readily 
escaped upon making section of the cornea. The results of this last oper- 
ation so far as it is possible to judge in so short period, had been highly 
satisfactory. The patient had again resumed his usual occupation and 
reports himself free from pain or other inconvenience. 

Other cases, both for iridectomy and cataract, which have been operated 
upon within the last few weeks, might be of interest to some members of 
the Society, but, since little time has yet elapsed it would be more proper 
to introduce them when the results are more fully known. Operations for 
cataract especially require time to determine the amount of vision obtained. 
Remarks upon these cases are crude and unconsidered, as be had no inten- 
tion of presenting them, and should not have done so had there been other 
communications to occupy the time. 

Dr. White remarked that pelvic hsematocde and the means of differen- 
tial diagnosis from pelvic empyocele, had frequently occupied the attention of 
the Society. He had recently met with interesting cases, one of which he 
would briefly relate. Visited in consultation with Dr. Potter of Lancaster, 
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a young married womaD. She was raenstniating regularly. Six weeks 
previous to his visits while riding, was taken suddenly with severe pain in 
the right side, near the right ovarian region. She had suffered from chillF, 
fever, anorexia, dbc. Upon examination at his first visit, he detected a tumor 
anterior to the uterus, between it and the bladder. It was hard, tense and 
tender. Upon introduction of trocar and canula there escaped per saUum, 
arterial blood. Mentioned this, since it is proper to confess embarrassments* 

Two weeks later visited her again. Dr. Boardman rode out with him, 
and gave chloroform. Again introduced exploring trocar and obtained 
pus; afterwards, a large, long trocar and drew off three pints of pure pus. 
Trocar two and a half or three lines in diameter. With the view of enlarg- 
ing and making a free opening he passed the uterotome while closed, and 
when opened, withdrawing it, there escaped urine; thus showing that 
either the ulceration had extended into the bladder or he had opened 
into iu The parts were drawn together as after operation for stone in the 
bladder. He had since heard from Dr. Potter and learned that no uriD<^ 
had escaped since the closure of the wound. Catheter was retained in the 
urethra for a few days, and the case had terminated in recovery. Accu- 
mulations of pus were common in the pelvis upon all other sides of the 
uterus, but he had never before met with a similar case, and thought that 
saculated accumulation of pus anterior to the uterus and between it and 
the bladder must be very uncommon. 

Dr, Rochester said he had recently observed that Dr. Percy had written 
a paper upon tho use of digitalis and veratrum viride — arterial sedatives — 
for the purposes of diagnosis, and claimed that he was the first to recom- 
mend their use for this purpose. Did not wish to claim originality, but 
had for years been in the habit of recommending rest, digitalis and vera- 
trum viride for the purpose of quieting the action of the heart the better 
to decide upon any disease which might be present. He had done this, 
but did not know that it was unusual or uncommon practice. 

One young man in particular he had watched with great interest. He 
had been under treatment by a Homoeopathist for disease of the heart, and 
came to him for examination. The action of the heart was very tumult- 
uous and the diagnosis so much obscured by it, that he prescribed digitalis 
and rest, and appointed another time to complete his examination. Th^ 
action of the medicine was satisfactory, and when he again presented him- 
self for examination, the heart was found free from disease, and the upj)er 
portion of the right lung solidified. The case had remained under his care 
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for a long time, and by the use of tonics and Btimulants the progress of 
the disease appeared to have been arrested. Had related this case, and 
made these remarks not because he desired to claim anything for himself, 
hot in justice would say that this plan of treatment had long been adopted 
by himself, and he presumed by others, for the purpose of making more 
dear and definite diagnosis of the diseases, both of the heart and lungs. 

Would like ihe opinion of the physicians present if it was not common 
to use arterial sedatives — veratrum viride — ^and digitalis, with the view of 
quieting undue action of the heart, and hurried respiration, for the purpose 
of affording a better and more satisfactory examination of these organs. 

Dr, WkUe said that he made no pretention to great cultivation of the 
ear, in distinguishing obscure or incipient disease of these organs; but lis- 
tens to their workings with the knowledge he has been able to obtain and 
with usual satisfaction to himself and others. Recollects some years since 
using in some cases and recommending to other physicians the following 
compound, for the purpose of producing more regular action of the heart, 
and thus obtaining a better examination of the lungs, and a clearer diag- 
nosis in disease of the heart : 

Tine Aconite (root) - - 3i 

Tine Digitalis, - - 3iv 

Tince. Verat. Viride, - - 3ii 

Six drops every four hours. 
Dr. Miner remarked that Dr. Rochester in reporting his ca^ of dis- 
eased lung had perhaps unintentionally intimated his views upon the value 
and influence of tonics and stimulants in arresting the progress of tubercu- 
losis. This subject was now, or was about to, interest physicians and the 
public perhaps more than any other medical question. The universal adop- 
tion of the stimulating and tonic plan of treatment in all cases of real or 
Rupposed disease of the lungs, he might perhaps say heart, and indeed 
truly enough, all other organs, had at length arrested the attention of the 
profession, and everywhere evidences of "corning retribution," or rather 
coming investigation are apparent. Recently Prof. Flint, formerly of this 
City, had read a most interesting paper before the New York Academy of 
Medicine, consisting mainly of a clinical report based upon sixty-two cases 
of arrested tuberculosis. The main objects of inquiry were, the evidence 
afforded of self-limitation, the influence of hygienic measures, the agency 
of remedies, and the importance of alcoholic stimulants in determining the 
arrest of the disease. 
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• 

He had a great manj tbings to say upon these points, but was not quite 
prepared to say them at present. If be should express any opinions too 
hastily, be hoped to receive a little indulgence upon the ground of not 
having sufficiently considered all the bearings of the question. 

The main question for consideration, indeed the one upon which prac- 
tical men will pkoe great importance, may be briefly stated. Are stimu- 
larUs and tonien capable of arresting the progress of tuberculosis? Dr. 
Flint has given illustrative cases, and is leading us to believe that with 
proper stimulation and tonic medication a great many cases of consump- 
tion are either cured or arrested in their progress for a number of years. 
This is based upon clinical observation, and the cases have been obtained 
probably during a series of years; some of these cases we have reason to 
reason came under his observation while practicing in this City, and no doubt 
were obtained many times from those coming under his observation as a 
consulting physician. This is mentioned to show that there are more sources 
of error in diagnosis than would obtain under other circumstances. He 
was ready to concede that no one was, or could be, more accurate in phy- 
sical exploration than Prof. Flint, or less likely to be deceived. Taking 
great pleasure in saying this, of one we all so much respect, he would yet 
intimate that some of the cases which were included in this paper as recov- 
ered, might in their subsequent histories throw doubts upon their ever 
having been cases of tuberculosis. Every where cases may be found which 
were at first considered incipient tultciculosis, but time and observation 
has corrected the diagnosis. It will be asked, has not physical explora- 
tion demonstrated disease of the honrt and lungs? and do you mean, now, 
to reflect upon our ability to detect incipient disease ? He thought that 
physicians of distinguished ability often visited patients but once and in 
consultation,' and sometimes came to conclusions which time and further 
observation would have changed. 

Again, the older authors represent consumption as existing for from ten 
to thirty and forty years, and yet these patients were subjected to the 
emetic cathartic, counter-irritant, starvation plan of medication, and died 
after an illness of forty years, of consumption. 

Dr. Rochester suggested that these were mostly cases of bronchitis, 
which the older physicians were unable to distinguish from tuberculosis. 

Drn Miner replied that very likely many times bronchitis was then 
regarded as tuberculosis, and would cheeifully acknowledge the immense 
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▼sine of physical signs in aid of diagnosis; while doing this he would also 
say that mnch yet remained to be discovered, and would express the belief 
that we have greatly overestimated our advantages. We have come to 
believe that if physical signs of disease are absent, disease is also certainly 
absent, while this is not always true. It is a mistake which young physi- 
cians are constantly making, and making it because they are continnally 
told of the value of one and another physical sign, and are not told, in plain 
Umguage, that tubercular deposit is often present while yet it is undiscov- 
erable by any physical exploration ; while some of the physical evidences 
may appear present, associated with the general symptoms of tuberculosis, 
and yet the results of the case show quite conclusively that tubeicular 
deposit was never present in the lung. We are all liable to make errors in 



The evidence as obtained from all quarters, as to the value of tonics and 
stimulants in these cases seemed to him quite unsatisfaetory. It appears 
probable that some few cases of tuberculosis are arrested or recover from 
inherent natural tendency to recovery, while others terminate fatally, what- 
ever treatment they receive. Cases might be obtained in great numbers, 
which to all appearance were induced and greatly hastened by stimulation; 
ten cases of this dass to one where the slightest evidence could be obtained 
of benefit derived from its u^e. He did not design to oppose the Umk 
and stimulating plan of treatment; neither would he be deceived as to its 
actual value. Had constantly adopted it in practice, and yet was not satis- 
fied that so great good had been accomplished ; its good and evil were 
about evenly balanced. 

JDr. White would refer to a very dirty subject which he did not like to 
say much about, but from the frequency of application for advice, and the 
great importance often attached to it by the unfortunate victims he would 
introduce iL There were a great many young men. especially students, 
both medical and theological, who were greatly distressed and agitated 
with the fear that they were going to be spoiled by seminal emissions. — 
Had recently been consulted by some young men from the country who 
first wrote to him describing their cases. They finally visited him, and 
upon investigation he found that one of them sufiered perhaps once a 
week, and the other once in two weeks. This he did not regai-d as disease, 
and it should not be treated as disease. They only require to be disabused 
of the erroneous opinions which they have obtained by reading quack 
advertisements and various quack publications, which have made them 
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dopes. One yoaog man was about to break his matrimonial contract 
because he feared he coald not properly discharge the duties of married 
life; and the other was actually giving up his professional course of study 
thinking he was so injured in mental capacity as to be unable to do himself 
justice as a professional man. They take a paper to read the telegraphic 
despatches from the war, and leave it unfinished, to turn over and see in 
the advertisements what will cure involuntary emissions. The younger 
members of the profesnon are often unable to convince them of their 
error without the support of a consultation. It is the solemn duty of the 
physician to disabuse them of the idea that they have disease. Some 
times in cases of actual disease of this nature where cauterization was 
unnecessary, he had recommended bromide of potash, but does not know 
that it is of any value. These cases are much more conunonly imaginary 
than real, and hygienic and moral treatment is all they require. 

Dr. Cronyn spoke of the attention of the class of patients referred to 
by Dr. White, being first called to their own disease not from pain, debil- 
ity or other inconvenience, but by newspaper advertisements. Spoke also 
of the frequency of insanity as the effect of masturbation, and related 
cases illustrative of his remarks upon the subject. In some cases he rec- 
ommends tonics, but regarded employment, and diverting the mind as the 
most important part of the treatment. 

Dr. Cronyn exhibited the head of a tape-worm, (Taenia Lata,) which 
he had recently obtained. He had also forty feet of the body of the 
worm. It was obtained after administering two or three doses of kooso. 
The head was very distinct, so that even with the naked eye there could be 
no doubt, while the microscope revealed the features with remarkable dis- 
tinctness. 

Dr. C. would remark also in connection with the case of injury to the 
head reported at last meeting, that the patient had since that time recovered. 
Voted to adjourn. 

J. F. Minsk, Secretary. 
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ART. IL— Letter /ram the U. S. Navy— By J. F. Norton. 

U. 8. Brig Pbrrt, June 17, 186d, 
Dr. linwB: 

Sir: — Id oommuoicating the foUowiDg, oct so much for its intrinsic 
TBloe, as to asBure jonr^elf and readers of the Journal, that I have not at 
loBst becxime insensibJe to the duty and obligation naturally devolving upon 
me, as a member of our time-honored profession. With our oomplem*fDt 
of men» who number all told, about 100, we have had some 500 sick days 
for the last four months. This would appear unsusually large but from 
the fact that a portion of this number were old constitutional oases, such 
as strumous, indolent and syphilitic ulcers. These have all occurred upon 
those of a scrofulous habit, who, upon receiving a slight wound upon the 
limbb was sure to degenerate into indolent or sloughing sores, varying 
according to the |>eculiar idiosyncrasy and constitutional taint of the 
patient, several of which proved very obstinate and tedious of cure. I 
will take the liberty of detailing one case that recently came under my 
observation, for the purpose of showing how easily the surgeon may be 
perplexed, baffled, and perhaps disappointed in the effect and result of his 
most reliable remedies. One of our men, a landsman, aged 22 years, of 
a highly strumous habit, got a slight injury upon the leg, but did not 
rq)ort until some ten days after, when I found a large, perfectly round and 
deep indolent ulcer; it was of a black appearance, and situated in front, 
between the tibialis anticus and soleus muscles, and extending to the sub- 
cutaneous tissue of the tibia. I commenced with my usual plan of treat- 
ment. At the expiration of about ten days I had made use of all the 
effective remedies at band, without even changing the condition or appear- 
ance of the ulcer in the least. My suspicious were aroused, and I ordered 
a strict watch over the patient, when I soon found that he was in the prac- 
tice of removing the dressing and filling the ulcer with common salt, for 
the purpose, as he said, of preventing a healing process. I placed him in 
a straight jacket so he could not meddle with it, and in a few days' time, 
with ordinary treatment, the nicer was quite well. 

As I wish to be brief, I will conclude by remarking that << although my 
experience as a Naval Surgeop,*' is by no means extensive, yet I think there 
can be no doubt, and perhaps others have observed a predominant influence 
prevailing at sea, to bring forward, hasten, and mature strumous, tubercu- 
lo«s diathesis. My attention was called to the subject first from three cases 
of Naval Officers^ Uboring under incipient phthisis, and whom I was 
vou 3, BO. 1 — 2. 
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ordered to survey. Each of these cases had been exposed to this influence 
from a year to eighteen months, whon as I assume, these laleTit tubercles 
upon the lungs were aroused into action, with spitting of blood and the 
usual premonitory symptoms of premature consumption. These cases were 
sent home probaMy to die, or perchance recover for a season by a timely 
change of air and climate. Such patients are often sent to sea with a 
view to their restoration; and it is a well conceded fact, that they either 
die or recover quite speedily. Now it is my belief, that if we could pos- 
itively know the condition of the lungs of those who fortunately return 
home cured, or improved, we would find no tubercular development, nor 
did there any exist. Ou the other hand, if tubercles did exist, there is no 
improvement, but an aggravation, and speedy termination of the disease. 

Most respectfully, 

J. F. Norton, M. D., 

Surgeon U. 8. Brig Perry. 



iRT. III. — Intracardiac Blood- Concretions— }\y J.F.Miner, M. D. 

It is not with the view of presenting any new theories that the subject 
of heart clot and its influence in some cases of sudden and unexpected 
death, is introduced to the attpntion of the readers of the Journal; but 
rather with a desire to explain, if possible, the causes which have in several 
instances in this vicinity produced death when it was least (expected. — 
Coagulation of blood within the heart is not an uncommon occurrence, and 
may take place, just previous to, or simultaneously with death. It is said 
it may also take place after death, though the formation we have reference 
to, it is believed is never made after death. The post mortem clot is a 
floft» gelatinous coagulum, which does not merit the name which has been 
given iL Every physician accustomed to making dead house examinations, 
is familiar with these fibrinous concretions; their importance and the symp- 
toms they produce may not be so well understood as their physical appear- 
ances and character. They may be suspected in some instances during life, 
but they are much more frequently observed after death, and generally bu t 
little importance is attached to them, upon the principle that they are formed 
during the death struggle, and after the circulation has nearly ceased. It 
has also been looked upon by some physicians, ignorant of its character and 
composition, as an orgam'zed growth, and denominated " Polypus of the 
Heart," a most satisfactory cause pf <3pat|i ipdepd. Jhis is quite excusable, 



tfSTRkCAXDlka BLOOD-CONCfRBTIONSy V7 i. F. ItflKSR, 1^. D. 11 

NDoe io some iDstances the ooncretioo is quite firmly attached to the eodocar- 
diQm» aod cannot be separated without injury of this membikne; it is also 
said to be more or less distinctly vascuiar, according to the period of forma- 
tion previous to death. The name, however, sufficiently indicates the incor- 
rect views which were held concerning these formations, and shows these 
obsenrera were very ignorant of common post mortem appearances, and of 
the literature of both pylypoid growths and intracardiac blood-ooncretions. 
It would be interesting to inquire in many cases where these concretions are 
found, what influence they exerted upon the circulation, and what agency, 
if any, they had in producing death. That they are often unsuspected 
during life, and found only upon examination after death, is sufficiently 
certain, while the causes and time of this formation together with the 
efl'ects upon the cifculation, the physical and general signs of its existence^ 
aod its agency in causing death, are much less apparent. What then are 
its causes or the conditions of the circulation which most favor its forma- 
tion ? Coagulation of the blood in the chambers of the heart is the acci- 
dent of which we speak, the causes of this so far as they aie known, and 
the symptoms by which it is recognized, are points of special interest. 

The conditions necessary to the ccagulation of blood while in the heart 
or vessels, would appear to be stagnation in the currrent — obstruction to the 
circulation, or unnatural composition of the blood itself, or perhaps both 
these conditions combined. Obstruction of the c'rcuiation maybe pro- 
duced by a great variety of organic changes in the heart or vesse]^ but so 
far as observed valvular disease of the heart is liut rarely attended with 
blood ooncrftiiins, nor are cases of enfeebled circulation from other causps, 
from general debilitating disease. Aniemia, however produced, either from 
protractHl disease, repeated haemorrhage, long, continunl, exhausting dia- 
cbarges, or other causes, is not the condition of .the sys:em or bloo<l which 
seems to favor what is called "heart-clot;" which is an expressive name, 
and quite appropriate when properly undeistood. More sudden impremions 
upon the circulation at a time of comparative health appears to be more 
often attended by blood concretions. 

It is not consistent with the object of these remarks, to consider the 
numerous inquiries which suggest themselves in connection with this sub- 
ject, or to attempt to throw any new light upon the diagnosif, prevention or 
cure of this disease. A few cases illustrative of this condition, or supposed 
to be illustrative of it might be instructive, and more fully convey the views 
of the writer. That we often observe heart dot v^^npost mortem exam- 
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ioatioDB which had no agency in producing death, there can be no doubt 
That it is eoiietimefi the immediate cause of death is also not improbable^ 
and to this point only is attention directed. 

"J. G., aged 22 years, of UBual good health, but having suffered from 
acute rheumatism upon eeveral occasions, was subjected to antesthesia by 
chloroform, for the purpose of removing the great toe. Chloroform was 
administered by an inexperienced student of medicine, and continued 
longer than was necessary. Respiration and the circulation were suspended 
so that when the operation was made it was observed that there wis no 
haemorrhage. This period of interruption was so long continued as to 
create alarm for the immediate safety of the patient, though the heart did 
not at any time craee entirely its action, at least did not so far as could be 
ascertained. The toe was amputated and stump dressed. The respiration 
commenced and the circulation was restored to a quite healthy standard. 
Consciousness was perfect, and the patient conversed rationally, but ap* 
peared strangely and looked anxiously. At length the breathing gradually 
became more hurried, the countenance livid, the pulse irregular, the heart 
sounds, mixed and tumultuous, and all the symptoms exceedingly singular 
and indicative of fatal termination. About thirty-six hours after the 
administration of the chloroform the patient died. Twenty-four hours 
after death post mortem examination revealed no cause of death. Brain 
not examined ; heart natural ; a straw-colored blood clot in the r%ht side 
of the heart, probably formed in the last moments of life. Does chloro- 
form produce death in that way f Please write and tell me what you 
think was the cause of death." 

The above is a condensed history of a case furnished not long since by a 
medical friend, and with other cases coming to our knowledge has stimu- 
lated the hasty preparation of this article. One other instance of a similar 
character and further illustration will be unnecessary : 

Mrs. ' , in laboi with her third child. Pains severe and labor pro- 
gressing; chloroform to complete ansesthesia; child born while mother was 
unconscious. For half an hour before completion of labor pains were 
feeble and inoperative. Not having forceps and parts being fully dilata- 
ble, traction was made upon the bead with the fingers used in the manner 
of forceps, and by this means the child was asf^isted into the world. The 
uterus did not contract readily to expel the after-birth, and some assistance 
was afforded by traction upon the cord. During that time there was con- 
siderable hsemorrhage, and the patient at one time seemed to be dead, so 
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complete was tlie syncope. After a little the patient rallied and appeared 
quite comfortable. The effects of the chloroform passed off, and everything 
looked favorably. She however became restless, anxious and delirious. — 
PaJae indistinct, feeble, and very frequent; respiration very difficult and 
rapid; and in about six hours after the termination of labor she died. — 
The friends of this woman, especially those of them who are opposed to, 
and prejudiced against chloroform, lay her death at its door; but before 
determining this point it would be necessary to ascertain what influence, if 
any, it had in producing the condition of suspended circulation and respira- 
tion. It is perhaps an entirely new view of the dangers of chloroform to 
regard it aa liable to produce death by inducing blood clot during the peri- 
ods of suspended respiration which so often occur under its influence; still, 
in connection with hsemorrhage, which is supposed also to favor this forma- 
tion, it may have more influence than has usually been supposed. What- 
ever interrupts the circulation, or greatly enfeebles it, must certainly be 
regarded as more or less operative in producing such result. 

Authors upon diseases of the heart describe with sufficient minuteness 
the pbysicsl signs and general symptoms of this condition, and yet it must 
be confessed that diagnosis is rarely positive, and rests upon the general 
history and circumstances of the case, rather than upon any well defined 
local or general condition. That cases do occur, where the diagnosis is 
positive, is quite possible, but it is more common that this condition of 
dirtiess^ dyspnoea and death, are attributed to other causes. These violent 
vfmptoms are produced only in cases of rapid formation of blood dot, 
iiBce when it is a product of slow growth the heart remains tolerant of the 
foreign aubstanoe, and the circulation and respiration is comparatively little 
a&cted by it 

The intimation that some cases of unexpected and sudden death depend 
npon this cause, is made only as a suggestion, and not as a demonstrated 
reality. It is a rational and plausable cause of death in the two cases 
referred to and briefly described, and yet it is not quite certain that the clot 
fooad in the one case acted in any way to interfere with the circulation or 
dwrten life; while the second case where there had been haemorrhage, 
nii^ht have died from other causes, and no heart clot is known to have 
been present. It is conjectural on!y, and belongs to that large class, 
*G«iae of death unknown." The hsemorrhage would greatly favor the 
coagulation of the remaining blood ; but perhaps with our present knowl- 
edge upon this point we are not justified in regarding coagulation as posi- 
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dvely the cause of death. Other cases might have been lotroduoed where 
much less doubt would exist as to the nature of the case, where blood clot 
was found after death sufficient to produce the most serious ed'eots upon the 
circulation, but these instances are recent, and an attempt to indicate their 
nature has prompted these reflections upon this subject mainly with the 
hope of calling attention to this form of disease. 
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NEW YORK ACADEMY OF MEDICINE. 
Stated Meeting, July 1, 1863. 

DR. JAMBS ANDBR80N, PRBSIDBNT, IN TUB CHAIR. 

AlcohoUc Stimulants in Pulmonary Tuberculoeis — JJiscumon of J)r. 

Flint" $ Paper. 

Dr. Flint read an elaborate and interesting paper, entitled the ^^Manage- 
ment of Pulmonary Tuberctdosis, with Special Reference to the Employ- 
ment of Alcoholic Stimulants^ It consisted mainly of a clinical report, 
based upon sixty-two cases of arrested tuberculosis. These cases are 
analysed and compared as regards points of agreement relating directly and 
indirectly to the m'inag»*ment, the main objects of inquiry being the evi- 
dence atforded of self-limitation, the influence of hygienic measures, the 
agency of remedies, and the importance of alcoholic stimulants in deter- 
mining the arrest of the disease. He considers that the dinease is arrested 
whenever the general and local symptoms show it to be non -progressive for 
several consecutive months. After the arrest, the recovery may or may 
not be complete. In many of the cases the recovery was complete, while 
in others a certain amount of cough and expectoration continued for a con- 
siderable period of time, in two cases for more than twenty, and in one 
case for forty years. 

For convenience of analysis he arranges the cases in three groups. — 
I — ^Those in which no curative or hygienic methods of management were 
employed. II. — ^Thoae cases in which hygienic measures were employed. 
IIL — Cases in which remedial measures, including alcoholic stimulants, 
were supposed to have had a curative influence. I. — In the flrst group 
seven cases aie collected, of which four recovered entirely. II. — ^The sec- 
ond group indndes twenty cases, in twelve of which the recovery appeared 
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to be complete, in eight the arrest of the disease was not followed bj com- 
plete recovery within the period that the condition of the patients severally 
was known. The ages in this group ranged between nineteen and fifty 
years, and seventeen of these were males. In only foar of the cases are 
there any grounds for supposing that climate had any curative influence. 
The moat important point of agreement developed by the analysis of this 
group of cases relates to change of habits as regards exercise and out-door 
life^ and the agreement in this respect is highly significant III. — ^The 
third group embraces thirty-five cases. Only one of these cases was 
treated with tonic remedies, exclusive of cod-liver oil and alcoholic stimu- 
lants In four tonics were employed in conjunction with alcoholic stimu- 
lanta, and in two tonic remedies were conjoined with cod liver oil; alco- 
ho ic stimulants and cod liver oil were employed conjunctively in eight 
ca^es. Stimulants, oil, and tonics were used in one case. The curative 
remeiJies employed were only three in number: cod li\er, ale >holic stimu- 
lauta, and tonics of iron an>) quinine. In five of the thirty-five cases, the 
curitive treatment C(»nsi8teii exclusively of c<Ki-liver oil ; in two of these 
the symptoms entirely ceased. Of these thirty-five cases, in fourteen the 
curative treatment consisted exclusively in the use of alcoholic stimulants; 
of these fourteen cases of arrest, in nine the recovery was apparently com- 
plete. Generous living was inculcated and adopted as far as practicable in 
all the cases. 

The most striking and valuable of the results of the analytical stady of 
these sixty-two cases is their almost uniform agreement as regards change 
of habits with respect to exercise and out-door life at the time of the arrest. 
Excluding the seven cases of the first class, and two in which the facts with 
respect to this point were not noted, of the remaining fifty-three, in all 
save three, the histories show a greater or less change of habits to have 
been made ; and in many c»ses the change consisted in relinquishing seden- 
Ury callings for other pursuits, in order to carry out more effectually the 
desired reformation. Regarding the indications for the use of stimulants, 
Dr. Flint says: 

"If their immediate effect be that of a cordial stimulant, that is, if they 
produce a sense of comfort; if they aru followed by a feeling of increased 
strength, and a greater disposition to exercise; if they do not excite unduly 
the circulation nr nervous system, I believe we may expect benefit from 
their use. Per contra^ if their immediate effect be discomfort; if they are 
followed by a feeling of increased weakness and less disposition to exercise, 
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and if they excite unduly the circulation or nervous Rystena, I believe they 
m\\ not do good, and may perhaps do harm.'^ 

With respect to the formation of habits of intemperance, he remarks: 
*'In not one of the cases which I have reported has there been devel- 
oped, 80 far as I know, a craving for stimulants, or a reliance upon them, 
rendering it difiScult to relinquish their use. I have bad my attention 
directed particularly to this point of observation, and I have not yet found 
an instance in which there was any apparent reluctance to discontinue the 
use of alcoholic stimulants whenever it was deemed advisable. I have not 
yet found an in<ttance in which their use was continued after they were 
declarp^l unnecessary ; in short, up to this time I am not aware that in a 
single case among the many cases in which I have advised alcoholic stimu- 
lants, has a patient fallen into intemperate habits. * * * J certainly 
am not prepared to advocate the use of Alcoholic stimulants as a prophy- 
lactic; that is, to sanction indulgence among those who may believe or 
fancy thit ihey are in danger of becoming tuberculous. I would not 
advise their use in doubtful cases ; they should follow a clear diagnosis, 
based on signs and symptoms. In persons with the unfortunate idiosyn- 
crasy which leads to an irresistible craving on the slightest indulgence, the 
immediate effects would always contra-indicate their use in conformity with 
the rules which should govern our prr^^^^^V^ in cases of tuberculosis. And. 
finally, when employed as a remedy, they are not to be taken as a means 
of conviviality, or for any other than a curative influence." 

Dr. Detmold was not able to reconcile the clinical and antopsical history 
of phthisis with the generally received theory as to its cause. It was 
claimed that the respiratory function was the one that suflered. This be 
could not believe, because, if there was a deficiency of oxygen admitted to 
the bloo<], dio^estion still remaining active, there would necessarily be a 
chance for the accumulation of facts. But the reverse of this was the case. 
Again, the most successful remedies used for phthisis were the hydrocar- 
bons. This, to his mind, did not prove that the disease was due to any 
great want of oxygen. 

Dr. Griscom thought that the disease depended on the lack of carbon in 
the blood instead of oxygen, and instanced in proof of that fact the bene- 
ficial iufluence of fats as remedial agents. 

Dr. McCready alluded to the fact that alcohol was discharged from the 
body, as sucb, and acted beneficially only so far as it stimulated digestion 
and aided assimilation. 
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Dr. Horace Green had only employed alcohol as an adjuvant to other 
reraedies, and therefore could only speak approximately of its effects. — 
Ck>ojoined with tonics and outdoor exercise, he had seen great heuefit from 
its nae. 

Dr. Flint, jr., was of the opinion that inasmuch as the process of nutri- 
tion was very much interfered with, the indications were to hring that pro- 
cess to the normal state. He helieved that alcohol conduced to such an 
effedj not by its actual consumption, but by its mere presence, the same as 
did common salt He alluded in the course of his remarks to the results 
of. experiments upon alcohol made by Surgeon-General Hammond, who 
cUimed to prove that by its use the amount of urea excreted waa really 
leas than without it, and that a person couid do more work with a lesa 
amount of food. With regard to the habitual practice of using ardent 
drinks, he remarked that it caused healthy persons to live too fast, and 
become in consequence prematurely old. In disease, however, the effect of 
aksohol was simply by its presence beneficial in stimulating digestion and 
aiding assimilation. 

Dr. Parker spoke strongly against the practice of whiskey drinking, 
which was becoming so common in the community on the slightest pre- 
tence, and thought it well that practitioners should be on their guard 
against prescribing it when they were in any doubt concerning its benefi- 
dai effects. 

Dr. Blakeman related the case of a young lady who, in consequence of 
the prescription of a physician, was led into habits of intemperance to such 
an extent that in the course of eight months she was accustomed to take 
two and a half pints of brandy daily. She died a drunkard. 

Dr. Post related a similar case of a young man, with strong hereditary 
prediaposition to consumption, who, upon the advice of a physidan to stim- 
ulate freely, also became a drunkard, and eventually died of ddirium 
tremens. 

Dr. Peaslee was in favor of stimulants in phthisis, when a good effect 
eonld be obtained by nothing else. He considered alcohol useful as a stim- 
ulant to digestion and to the nervous system, as well as a generator of 
animal heat. He thought it impoesible that alcohol should arrest retro- 
gra<le metamorphosis^ as daimed by Dr. Hammond. 

Dr. Batchelder stated that during a practice of over half a century, hav- 
ing pretty generally prescribed stimulants, he had never known a single 
I of habitual drunkenness as the result* — American Medical Times, 

VOL. 3, NO. 1 — 3. 
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IODIDE OF LIME A SUBSTITUE FOR IODIDE OF POTASSIUM. 
BT JAMBS B. NICHOLS, M. D. 

The "Iodide of Lime," first introduced in 1855, by Dr. Puddock, a dis-^ 
tioguiahed London physician, has been rapidly gaining favor among Eng- 
lish practitioners, as a remedy of great value. It is used in those cases 
where iodide of potassium is indicated, with more marked effects than 
usually attend the use of that salt. The success attending its use has led 
us to prepare the article with much care. The lime and iodine are held 
together by a very feeblv.- affinity, and the salt will not admit of expusure 
without evolving free iodine. The solution is a colorless and almost taste- 
less liquid, and remains permanent although long kept and exposed to the 
air. 

Each drachm of the salt contains eight and a half grains of iodine; 
and each fluid ounce of the solution contains half a grain of iodine. The 
iodine m the solution exists in the form of iodide of calcium and iodate of 
lime, thus: — 6CaO x 61==5CaI « CaO, lOj. Acids decompose the solu- 
tion, and free the iodine; hence the utility of this form for the administra- 
tion of iodine, probably in the state of an oxide. The iodide of lime is 
superior to iodide of potassium in several particulars, as — 

I — The small ness of the dose, utid the minute state of its atomic divis- 
ion. 2 — In not pacing oflf so (|uickly through the kidneys. 3 — In its 
ready combination with the blood and tissues, manifested by its alterative 
eftects. 4 — In being nearly tasteless, and therefore readily taken by chil- 
dren. 5 — In bein^ much less expensive. 6 — In not producing either 
gastro-entjeritio or vesical irritation. 

Iodide of potassium is an expensive remedy ; and on that account many 
physicians refrain from using it. The iodide of lime being found to be 
more efficacious and much cheaper, will doubtless be substituted for it to a 
great extent It has been used in England with much success in- throat 
diseases, in morbid conditions of the geueral system, in scrofulous afifecti >Da, 
in intractable cases of nvaralgia, in diseases caused by metalic poisons, etc. 
At the Bloomsbury Dispensary, England, it has been extensively prescribed 
for three years with much success. 

The dose of the salt is very small ; about one-fourth of a grain given in 
solution two or three times a day. Of the solution, two or four fluid drachms 
may be given as often. The small quantity required for a dose renders 
this preparation cheaper than any of the medicinal iodides. The iodide 
of potassium, at one-half the cost per ounce, given in six-grain doses, is 
more than ten times as expensive as iodide of lime. 
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Phyaiciaiis may find it convenient to prepare the contents of an ounce 
botUe at once. This may be done by simply pouring on to the salt in a 
tin or poroelain*]ined vessel one gallon of boiling water. Some carbonate 
m( lime falls to the bottom* and the solution soon becomes dear and ready 
for nse. It can be kept in a cool place for several months. 

The SOLUTION should always be used in preference to the salt. 

For the numerous class of eruptive affection^ chronic or acute, in chii- 
dren or adnlts^ nothing can exceed the beneficial effects of iodide of lime. 
It may be combined with sarsaparilla, or any other of the vegetable altera- 
tive or tonic agents. 



ON SUBCUTANEOUS INJECTION OF MORPHIA IN CHOLERA. 

BT DR. ISAAC ASHE, BIRKENHEAD. 

[The following cases occurred in the practice of Dr. Rickeits, of Birken- 
head, who, perceiving the value of opium in cholera, and also the difficulty 
of administering it either by the stomach or rectum, without its being im- 
mediately rejected, conceived the idea of employing it as related in sequence, 
and with success in several instances.] 

Case 1 — ^Mrs. H , aged 35, on November 11 tb, was seized about 7 

o'clock A. M., with violent puiging and vomiting, occurring about every 
quarter of an honr, and attended with severe cramps in the bowels, extend- 
ing down the limbs. The evacuations were of the usual ice-water charac- 
ter; coldness and collapse came on very speedily; and when Dr. Ricketts 
wasaent for at 10 o^clock, or three hours after the commencement of the 
attack^ the patient was already cold and livid in countenance. 

Dr. lUcketts immediately injected til ^^* ^^ ^^^* morph. acot. beneath the 
»kin of the abdomen. In quarter of an hour the cramps were completely 
removed, and the patient expressed herself as very comfortable. Dr. Rick- 
etts administered, also, a few grains of calomel. From the moment of 
iojeetion there was no return of either purging or vomiting; collapse waa 
removed, warmth returned to the surface, and she rapidly regained strength. 
The next day she was able to be up, and felt almost as well as ever, being 
able even to go about and attend to household matters. 

Oa§e 2 — ^At half-past 12 o'clock the same night. Dr. Ricketts requested 
me to see a patient; with similar symptoms. He was an old Indian vete- 
ran , aged 64,and had often seen men struck down in India with cholera^ 
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and was, ooitfeqaeoUy, very well aware what was the matter of him, I 
found him saffenog from violent purging, which had occurred, he CBtima- 
tad» about twenty times within the eight hours which had elapsed from the 
commencement of the attack ; vomiting had come on about two hours 
htier, and was coctinuing with great frequency and severity. The cramps 
in the bowek were so severe^ that the stout old soldier was crying out with 
them; they extended also down the thighs; collapse had not yet com- 
menced, but the surface was much colder than normal, though the pulse 
was 104. Following Dr. Ricketts* treatment, I inj<>cted Hi xv. of liq. 
roorph. acet beneath the skin of the abdomen, and, wishing thoroughly to 
test the efficacy of this plan of treatment, determined to have recourse to 
no other measures. In a quaiter of an hour the cramps were quite gone, 
and the patient exclaimed about the wonderful powers of the remedy. — 
They did not again recur, though the pui^'ng returned, but with less fre- 
quency : vomiting also recurred once or twice during the night. Accord- 
ingly, some hours afterwards, Dr. Ricketts injected a second ill xv, of the 
liq., which had the effect of completely arresting all purging and vomiting. 
The patient was up the next day, complaining only of a little weakness, 
and on the following day he set out on a journey. — Med, Times tt ffazette. 
Dee. 19, lBQ2,p, 644. 



EXAMINATION OF URINE IN DISEASE. 
M, Bonchardat has arranged the necessary agents for such an examina- 
tion, so as to make the matter easy. The principal agents employed are 
heat, nitric acid, tannin, lime, and ioduretted solution of the iodide of potas- 
sium. 1 — BeaL A litde above 100*; the urine becoming turbid, will 
separate albumen in the form of dots or flakes. But it must not be forgot- 
ten that e^ery specimen of urine which becomes turbid, under the agency 
of heat, is not necessarily albuminous; hence we must employ, 2 — Niirie 
Add. Add some of this acid carefully to the urine. If albumen be pres- 
ent flakes will be deposited. An excess of acid will dissolve the flakes. 
Any urine that becomes turbid under the influence of heat, and renders a 
precipitate under the action of nitric acid, contains^ beyond all doubt, albu- 
men. 3 — Tannin. A solution is made by adding two hundred grammee 
of water to ten grammes of tannin, and ten grammes of ether are then 
added to preserve the solution. The action of this re-agent cannot be 
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relied apon, since the solution of tannin will produce an abundant precip- 
itate, if soup, rich in gelatine, have been taken shortly before the analysis. 
4— Zime. This detects admirably the sugar of diabetes. Fifty grammes 
of urine, and two grammes of lime, being boiled together in an assay bot- 
tle^ will gire the color of caramel, more or less dark, according to the quan- 
tity of sugar present The quicklime is slaked with water, and then intro- 
duced into a flask which has a tight cork. If fifty grammes of urine are 
not colored when boiled with two grammes of lime, then two grammes 
more should be added. After the mixture is boiled again, if no color 
appear, it is weU to test the lime. For this purpose, a half teaspoonful of 
sfctrch sugar is poured into the flask. On boiling, if the urine should then 
be freely colored, we have proof that the lime had been properly calcined^ 
and that the urine contained no sugar independent of the starch-sugar 
which had been added. 5 — loduretted Solution of Iodide of Potassium. 
This is prepared by dissolving one part of iodine and one part of iodide of 
potassium in fifty parts of water. This solution will communicate a ches- 
nut brown color to urine containing sulphate of quinine or any other alka- 
loid likely to be administered in therapeutics, — Jour, de Chim. Med. and 
Amer, Med. MonthIy.~[i>u^/m Medical Press, Feb. 18, 1863,;?. 59. 



A MODE OF PREVENTING PITTING IN SMALL-POX. 

I am desirous of adding my testimony in favor of a mode of 
prerenUng pitting in small-pox, not, I believe, in general use, and which, 
tfaoogh spoken of in *^ Wilson on Skin Diseases,*' is either not mentioned 
or not laid stress on in our works on the general practice of physic. 

I allude to the Arabian plan of pricking the pocks. I have tried it 
many times, and have never been disappointed in the result. Three of the 
eases especially abide in my memory, in which the patients were very fair, 
and two of them very pretty, and who all retained their fairness and beauty 
without a vestige of a scar. 

My practice is to watch the progress of the papules, and on the fourth 
or fifth day, when I think the vesicles have nearly attained their full size, 
and before they become pustular, leutoff \h^ apex of each ve^de with a 
lancet; for I find it is not sufficient to merely prick the vesicle slightly, or 
the exuding lymph will dry and seal the vesicle, which may thus go on to 
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the formation of pus. This procedure will not cause the least pain if done 
wiih a sharp lancet, and a li^ht and steady hand — the summit of the vesi- 
cle odIj being cut» and the flat of the iDstrumeot held on the same plane 
as the skin. Having opened all the pocks, 1 let the patient continue to lie 
on his back, and place a small poultice (without a rag) on such parts as are 
much inflamed. When these little poultices have been on an hour or so, 
they should be removed, the places lightly sponged, and covered with 
sweet oil by means of a camers-hair brush. On the following day, if the 
pocks are inflamed, and matter forming beneath the crusts, I open them, 
and poultice again. In this way the inflammation, suppuration, and ulcer- 
ation or sloughing of the skin beneath the pock are cut short, and a scar 
prevented. 

In the last case I had, the eruption was very abundant^ and confluent in 
places. Still I confess I have happily had no really bad confluent case 
since I have used this treatment, though I had much experience of such in 
1848; and I think it probable that if I had a case of low type where the 
eruption was flattened, [ should not prick the vesicles till I had by stimula- 
ting the patient got the pocks to project more fully, or I should fear that 
the excitement and irritation of the operation might depress the invalid ; 
and it is even possible that the small discharge of fluid from the cuts might 
drain away a fraction of the strength so desirable to retain. I should not 
be deterred, however, in a quite confluent case if the eruption stood well 
out, and I think it as rational to try and cut short the inflammation of the 
skin in this disease as to make incisions for prevention of suppuration and 
sloughing in cellulitis and other affections. 

An advantage of this instrument over that of the application of nitrate 
of silver is, that it does not cause pain or increase the febrile action, nor. 
have I found it in any way interfere with favorable progress. 

It may be objected that the process is tedious, and exposes the operator 
to the risk of contagion; but by getting behind the patient as much aa 
possible^ and avoiding his breath, the latter danger may be lessened ; or if 
the necessary time cannot be spared, I see no objection to an intelligent 
nurse being trusted, after instruction, to perform so trivial an operation. 

I believe those who try this method will find it far superior to the use of 
the mask or unctuous preparations, though it may be combined with the 
pkn of covering the face. 

The application of a solution of caoutchouc in chloroform, lately recom- 



J(I80ltLLANVOt78. ^3 

mended, I have oot tried; but I imagioe it must produce a most unpleaft- 
ant feeling of const rictioD, and cannot certainly be more efiectual than the 
foragoiog in preventing diftfiguremeut* — (R. B. Painter,) — London Lancet. 



THE UNITED STATES ARMY LABORAIHDRY AT PHILADELPHIA. 

Since our last notice of this enterprise of Surgeon- General Hammond^s, 
we have twice visited the laboratory, where Dr. A. K. Smith, U. S. Army, 
the Director, and Prof. Maisch, the Chemi&t, politely showed us the several 
departments at present in operation. The Laboratory buildings are those 
formerly occupied by Crew, Rogers & Crew, for their chemical works, at 
Sixth and Oxford streets. The main building has three stories, with a 
Urge one story building attached, and several detached structures for special 
purposes. All the heating in the main building is ejected by steam, except 
such as is i)erformed by gas burners. A twenty-five horse power engine, 
with appropriate boilers is erected in a position central to the laboratory 
operating rooms, and yet separate. Immediately above the boilers, and 
deriving its heat from them, is a drying room, which opens by a door into 
the mill or powdering room. In the latter there are at present two pairs 
of chasers, and one BogarJu^' r:}ill. Two more pairs of chasers are to be 
erected in a short time. Mr. Maisch informs us that he has succeeded in 
getting his bolting machine to operate very successfully. In this room is 
also the machine for making the preparations o( free metalic mercury, as 
blue pills, mercurial ointment, etc., by shaking, as described and used by 
Dr. Squibb, except that the plan of the machine is more simple. In this 
room, all the fine powders, us ipecac, rhubarb, jalap, etc., are prepared, and 
sent up stairs to be bottled, whilst the chief occupation of the mill is in 
preparing drugs for percolation. Proceeding eastward from the mill room, 
the visitor enters the general operating room for Pharmaceutical and Chem- 
ical processes; commencing with the percolators, which are adjacent to the 
mill room, the processes become more chemical towards the further end, 
the visitor can here witness the concentration of hquids on water-baths, and 
in stills for fiuid and solid extracts, preparation of morphia, and for the 
cr3*8talization of salts. The preparation of the offinical solutions of ammo- 
nia, is conducted here also, but apart from the other prixresses. 

The large percolators are constituted of wood, lined with tinned copper, 
varying in capacity from 260 gallons to 1 50 gallons. Besides these, ves- 
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sels of smaller size, constructed of tioBed iron, are in use for lesser opera- 
tioDs. 280 poands of oolocjotb, and 600 pounds of ?alerian are percola- 
ted at one operation. These wooden percolators are arranged on a stage, 
on a le?el with, and connected with the mill room, so as to be easily 
charged. Each percolator has a manhole in front near the bottom, dosed 
by clamps and screws, through which the exhausted material is extracted 
after each operation. Hanging in front of each percolator is a black-board, 
on which is written the leading facts of each operation as they are devel- 
oped, such as name and quantity of material, menstruum, and percolate, 
with remarks when necessary. Along the eastern end, a range of jacketted 
steam rvaporators are in operation and jacketted stills. In a detached 
brick building, on the north side of the lot is the room for furnace opera- 
tioDs, including the preparation of oil of wine, which will be made in eight 
gallon retorts, on sand baths. Here the oxidation and solution of metals, 
and numerous other operations involving direct heat, will be conducted, — 
In the conlrti of the area, a building is constructed specially for the manu- 
facture and bottling of ether, sweet spirits of nitre, and chloroform, with a 
subterranean store-room. Steam heat only will be used, and no light or 
fire of any kind allowed in the building. The apparatus for ether will be 
that of Dr. Squibb, described before in this Journal. By thus isolating 
these articles, much of the usual dancr^r of fire will be avoided. Ample 
space remains in the yard for extending ihe buildings if required. 

Returning to the main building, we find the storekeeper's room next to 
the mill room on the first floor, an 1 ti^rth of this, other rooms, among 
which are the oflSce and Mr. Maisch's private analytical laboratory, neatly 
fitted up with apparatus needed in the examination of drugs and chemicals 
previous to their purchase, when required. On the second floor north i.s 
the sewing machine room, in which twelve girls and a cutter, operating ten 
sewing machines, make one thousand linen sheets daily, and pillow cases, 
towels, and other items required in the army ba^'pitals. On the opposite 
end of the building is the filling room, where all powders, salts, pills, and 
other dry substances are put up in bottles for the medicine chests; and in a 
similar room directly above this all the various fluid extracts, tinctures, and 
other liqui<ls are bottled and labelled, each kind put up by itself on shelves 
for temporary storage, above the counter. The work in these two rooms 
occupy twelve girls, besides six others engaged in washing the bottles. In 
the pill room, four girls are engaged in making pills. At present the com- 
mon pill machine only is employed, the composition and formation of the 
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mass is Baperintended by a graduate in Pharmacy. The pills made are pil. 
opii. eathart, oomp. and pil. hydrarg., XT. S. P., and piL camphone et opii, 
pil. colcynth comp. et ipecac, and pil. quiniae sulpb. aa 3 grs. 

It should be understood that the medical supply table for the army is by 
no means so comprehensive as the Pharmacopoeia, and consequently the 
floope of operations is confined chiefly to those preparations on the list. It 
is intended to make Ceratum Simp., Cantharidis, and Resinae, and, as soon 
as arrangements can be made, to spread adhesive plaster and isinglass plas- 
ter for the entire army. Morphia will also be made to an extent adequate 
to the wants of the whole array. It has been determined to manufacture 
sulphate of quinia, and as soon as the bark arrives this will be commenced, 
and the experiment of its economy made. About two hundred serons of 
Cinchona have been purchased. 

The basement of the main building is paved with brick througliout, and 
is used for storing and bottling liquors, and fixed oils. Three girls attend 
to the bottling of liquors. The medical store wagons and panniers are 
filled at the laboratory, but made elsewhere. The bottles used' are all 
marked in the moulding " U. S. A. Hosp. Dep," and are furnished from 
Pittsbunrh. Each bottle, of any size, is enclosed in a square pasteboard 
box surrounded with sawdust or rice husks, and these closely packed in 
wooden boxes appropriately marked, and then conveyed to the storehouse 
at Sixth and Master Streets. 

All drugs are purchased on the requisition of the Director, Dr. Smith, 
by an order from the medical purveyor, (Dr. Robert Murray, U, S. A.) to 
a drug broker, it being clearly understood that all purchases are subject to 
the inspecUon and analysis of Mr. Maiscb. 

Such is a hasty view of this new enterprise. So far, we are informed, 
on many leading articles great economy has attended the experiments, and 
all has been well done. In the sewing machine department, since opera- 
tions commenced. Dr. Smith says that they have paid for the machines, 
and saved the Government $1200 besides ! Of course it will take a longer 
period to determine the actual facts of the case, but there can be but little 
doubt of the expediency of the measure, whilst the necessity for lai^ge 
supplies exists, and under the care of siich earnest workers as Dr. A, K« 
Smith and Prof. Maisch it will receive a fair trial — American Journal of 
Fharmaey. 

vou 3, KG. 1 — 4. 
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THE ADULTERATIONS OF MILK. 

It is well kaown that much of the milk which is supplied in large towns 
48 almost constantly more or less adulterated, and although the suhstanoes 
employed for the purpose are in most cases comparatively innoxious, it is 
much to he wished that some simple and efficient test of its genuineness 
and purity could he devised, capable of being applied by those who are 
unaccustomed to exi)eriment. 

The chief mode of adulteration practiced in this country consists in 
diluting the milk with w»ter, and at the same time oocasionally removing 
the cream. To correct the bluish color of the impoverished milk, it is said 
that a little annatto is sometimes added. Milk has been occasionally found 
adulterated with gum, flour, and starch to conceal its diluted condition, and 
it is even asserted that the clumsy fraud of adding chalk and emulsion of 
sheep's brains has been detected. 

On examiniupr a little of the milk under the microscope, the peculiar 
granules of starch and flour may be readily seen, larger and more oval than 
the milk globules, if either of those substances is present; and when exam- 
ined with polarized light, each granule will be found to exhibit a dark cross. 
Should any doubt exist as to their real nature, the addition of a drop or 
two of a solution of iodine will impart to the farina granules a dark purple 
color. 

Gum may be detected by acidulating the milk with acetic acid, boiling, 
filtering off the coagulum, and mixing the filtrate with alcohol, when the 
gum is deposited and may be recognized by its behavior with water. The 
presence of annatto would cause the milk to assume a brown color on addi- 
tion of carbonate of soda. 

The microscope will i^lso serve to show the presence of macerated brain, 
which may be recognized by the occurrence of fragments of nerve and 
other organized structures, not found in pure milk. 

The presence of chalk may be still more easily discovered, since, owing 
to its specific weight, it soon subsides to the bottom of the liquid, where it 
may at once be recognized by its effervescing on the addition of a little 
dilute hydrochloric acid. 

We have no chemical means of ascertaining whether water has been 
frau<lulently added to milk, the otily effect being to dilute it, and render it 
of ])Oorer quality, which might arise from natural causes. A knowledge 
of the specific gravity will not even allow us to decide as to the richness of 
the milk, since the abstraction of a portion of the cream, which has a 
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lower specific gravity than milk, may be made to neutralize the effect pro- 
duced by the addition of water; the tendency of the removal of the cream 
being to raise the specific gravity of the fluid, and that of the addition of 
water, to lower it. A specimen of milk, therefore, which has been impov- 
erished by the abstraction of its cream, and still further weakened by the 
addition of water, may be made to possess -the same specific gravity as it 
had when taken pure from the udder. 

For most practical purposes it is sufficient to compare the relative vol- 
umes of cream furnished.by equal quantities of different specimens of milk. 
This may be readily effected by allowing the milk to stand in a graduated 
tube (lactometer) for twenly-four hours, at a moderate temperature, and 
measuring the number of divisions occupied by the cream. 

Another method proposed by Daubrawa for the rapid determination of 
the quality of milk consists in mixing it with two volumes of alcohol of 
sp. gr. 0-833, filtering off the butter and casein (which may be dried and 
weighed,) and taking the specific gravity of the filtrate. ' Every increase of 
-OOi in the specific gravity above 0-905 (the sp. gr. of the mixture of 
alcohol with the water of the milk) indicates 1 per cent of milk-sugar. — 
For example, if the specific gravity of the filtrate be 922, there would 
be 4-25 per cent of milk sugar, for 0-922— 0-905— .017, and -017= 
.004=«4-25. The result may be controlled by evaporating the spirit, con- 
verting the milk-sugar into grape-sugar by boiling with a little dilute sul- 
phuric acid, rendering the solution alkaline by potash, and determining the 
sugar by the standard copper solution (352.) 

It occasionally happens that the milk exposed for sale is the produce of 
an unhealthy animal. Such milk has usually some peculiarity of taste or 
smell, and also a slightly viscid and unnatural appearance; on being exam- 
ined under the microscope, too, it will probably be found to contain pus or 
mucus corpuscles, or to present other appearances differing from those of 
the healthy secretion. 



Delirium Tbbmbns. — Is a specific form of nervine poisoning, of which 
alcohol is at once the predisposing and exciting cause. The blood is pois- 
oned by unchanged alcohol, and is rendered perfectly unfitted for the proper 
nutrition of the brain by long want of proper food, and by the retention of 
numerous matters which, in a state of health, are at once excreted, eiiher 
unchanged or after undergoing some metamorphosis* Hence the proper 
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indications for treatmeDt are, not to trust entirely to nature, or to treat 
some accompanying disorder, but at once to cut off any farther supply of 
Ibe poisonous substance by which the blood m infected; to strive by all 
means to get nourishing food administered ; and to take proper measures 
for the thorough depuration of the blood, and the elimination from the 
system of the many effete matters with which it is crowded. The fact of 
the natural subsidence of the paroxysm of delirium, quite independently of 
artp explains the apparent success of such different modes of treatment as 
^ve been recommended. The free exhibition of some alcoholic liquor is 
probably the most frequently adopted practice in this country. This treat- 
ikient, though recommended by several eminent men, is not warranted by 
the experience of those who have had unusually large spheres of observation. 
Probably the profuse perspirations of delirium tremens are one of the nat- 
ural means by which the depuration of the blood is effected. Hence, if the 
^^mperature becomes decidedly low, and more especially if along with this 
there is a decided diminution or arrest of the cutaneous exhalation, give 
ftimubtiDg diaphoretics, such as a mixture of camphor and ammonia. — 
(Dr, W. Perrie, jr.) — BraiihwaMs Retro9pecU 



Vasioo-Vaqinal Fistula. — In operating for the cure of vesico- vaginal 
fistula, it will be found that fine strong silk answers even better than wire. 
It is passed much more easily and with finer needles, causes lees irritation of 
^ neighboring parts, and is removed much more easily, while union takes 
place quite as well as when wire is used. The use of the catheter may be 
dispensed with altogether. It is a most troublesome part of the after treat- 
ment^ and, ''I believe," it need not even be used to empty the bladder; 
moreover, the use of the catheter is not of itself quite free from danger, 
^mefctmes producing a species of catarrh of the bladder, persisting for 
months aft^ the cure of the fistula. — (Mr. T. Spencer Wells.) — /</, 



Epilbpst — Belladonna. — At first the dose should be very small, and 
gradually augmented until the pupil shows signs of its action, and the 
patient complains of both alteration in sight and dryness of the throat; the 
dose must then be diminished until these effects are so far lessened as to 
cease causing absolute discomfort. The other toxic effects of beUadonna 
are wholly uncalled for. Immediate and palpable beneficial results must 
not be looked for. At first the number of fits may even increase, but after 
the drug has been taken six or eight weeks, if any amelioration occur, it 
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will be decided and progressive. At first the drug should be given in an 
ei^bih of a grain dose, three times, or only twice daily, for a week; then a 
quarter of a grain for fourteen days; a third for the next fourteen days, at 
which time its physiological action will in roost cases be manifest. It is well 
to halt at this dose, for two or three months, slightly increasing the dose if 
the patient flhows diminished susceptibility to its influence. To those who 
wish to use a preparation of uniform strength, the salts of atropia are easily 
procurable. The hundred-and-twentieth of a grain of valerianate of atro- 
pia may be given as a commencing dose. Trousseau gives a centigramme 
of the extract, and an equal quantity of the powder of belladonna for the 
first month, in the evening of each day ; during the second month he gii'es 
two such pills at the same time; and during the third month, three pills 
I^ at the end of six or nine months, the frequency of the fits is decreased, 
he increases the dose. He asserts that, of 120 patients, he has cured 20 1 
(Dr. J. a Ramskill)— /d 



KoTsr AND Restless iNSANirr. — Hydrocyanic Acid — A case is related 
in which the patient was noisy and restless, incessantly in motion, constantly 
fthonting and screaming, and for long periods sleepless. She was com- 
pletely delirious, and had not during the day a moment's repose. Four 
minims of dilute hydrodyanic acid were given e^f^ry hour, in half an ounce 
of camphor mixture. Immediately after the first dose she became quiet 
and still, and slept at night. She continued better until the medicine was 
diseoDtinned, when she at once relapsed to her old state. This may prove 
a valuable hint in some of these distressing and unmanageable cases, — (Dr, 
K, McLeod.)— /rf, 

GoNORRBCEA — Injectiotis. — The main treatment of gonorrhoea should be 
by iDJeetioDs. copavia and cubebs being seldom necessary. The rule for 
their use is simple: If the intlammation be severe, let the solution be weak 
and frequently used; if it be of chronic type, let the solution be strong and 
seldom used. This rule is not only applicable to the treatment of gonor- 
rhoea, but it may be extended (with necessary modification to treatment of 
til ioflammations, and to the use of internal remedies, as well as of external 
applications. There is a general law regulating the actions of a large class 
of remedial bodies. The terms of it would run something in this form : 
** The more acute the disease, the more frequent and the weaker the rem- 
edy; the more chronic, the stronger and less frequently applied.** One of 
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the raofit reliable astringents for the care of gonorrhoea is alum. In the 
roost acute form of gonorrhoea, when the discharge is profuse, thick, and 
glutinous — the lips of the urethra red, villous, aud pouting — the patient 
should be directed to pour a small jug of cold water over the organ, and 
immediately inject a sjringeful of solution of alum of the strength of half 
a grain to the ounce. This injection should be repeated every half hour 
for the first day, and as often at night as the intervals of sleep will allow 
Along with this a saline purgative, and tartar emetic in minute doses, should 
be given. Next day the injections may be doubled in strength, and used 
every hour. Probably in forty-eight hours more the discharge will have 
ceased entirely, the injections must, however, be continued a week or so, of 
the strength of half a drachm to the eight ounces, three times a day; 
otherwise a relapse may occur which will be harder to cure than the orig- 
inal clap.— (Dr. M, H, CoUis,)— id 



Inversion of the Patient, — The taxis and every other means of reducing 
hernia failing, procure a board of five or six feet in length, and place and 
fix the patient by straps with his knees flexed over one end of the board. 
Then invert completely, or nearly so. The tumor will in many cases disap- 
pear spontaneously, and in very few will it refuse to return by a little man- 
ipulation. The explanation is the traction on the tumor exercised by the 
weight of the intestines, which of course gravitate from the tumor. — Id, 



Laceration of Perineum in Forceps Cases. — Prevention of, — ^The 
adoption of the following plan in forceps cases obviates all danger of lacer- 
ating the perineum. When the forceps have been applied, and the head of 
the child has been brought down sufilciently low on the perineum that the 
fore-finger of the accoucheur introduced into the rectum can reach, for 
instance, in occipito-anterior presentations, beyond the frontal eminence, the 
instrument should be withdrawn, or, if that be not convenient, all traction 
should be discontinued, and the finger, still retained in the rectum, should 
be used after the manner of the vectis, pressure being made with it, first 
on the space between the frontal eminences and the root of the nose, and 
afterwards on the upper jaw, and perhaps, if necessary, on the chin, as these 
parts successively come within reach. By this means the head is made to 
rotate in the axis of the outlet, and, being directed forwards under the 
pubes, its pressure on the perineum is greatly relieved, — (Dr, C. Ricketts.) 
—M 



MISOBLLAKBOUS. 81 

FmoRAL HsRNiA. — Id endeavoriDg to reduce a hernia I never hesitate 
to gire chloroform, as the immense use which it has pro?ed itself to be, 
qaite overbalances the chance of occurrence of considerable chloroform 
fitdcDess. In three cases out of four at least the taxis will fail, that is in 
femoral hernia; it ought not to be prolonged beyond a few minutes, and 
on DO account must force be employed. If you then fail, you must make 
up your mind tu operate, and do so at once. Opening or not opening the 
sac IB quite a matter of secondary importance compared with the period of 
strangulation, and the more or less forcible taxis. I invariably open the 
sac, and have never seen any harm arise from this procedure, and if this is 
not done in some cases the surgeon cannot be quite sure that a bit of bowel 
is not left in the sac— (Mr. Prescott Hewett.) — Id, 



QuiKiVB, — Therapeutical Action^ — Quinine is held to be a direct tonic 
on iDsnfBcient grounds, its real action is that of a sedative to the efferent 
nerves of the sympathetic, for the following reasons: That it requires a 
very much larger dose of quinine to produce its physiological effects in 
robust persons than in the debilitated ; and in extreme asthenia, even small 
doses are poisonous. That it decreases the force and frequency of the pulse. 
When given in inflammatory fever, it restores the activity of the secretions. 
The following practical points will be found true. Quinine is only useful in 
dyspepsia, which results from suppression of the digestive secretions from 
febrile irritation. It shonld be used rather in sthenic than asthenic cases of 
inflammation. It is not suitable in diseases of the heart — (Mr, R, Walker,) 
Med, Times and Gazette, Feb, 21, 1863. 



Dr. T. Gaillard Thomas has lately been appointed Adjunct Professor 
of Obstetrics to the College of Physicians and Surgeons of this City. The 
choice of the Trustees is an exceedingly good one. Dr. Thomas is a gen- 
tleman of acknowledged ability in his department, and has long enjoyed 
the reputation of being a very successful teacher. We learn that Prof. 
Bedford has resigned the Chair of Midwifery in the University Medical 
Collie, which he has filled with so much ability since the first organization 
of the school. His successor has not been appointed. Prof. Wolcott Gibbs 
has been chosen to fill the Rumford Professorship, Harvard College, Mass. 
— [American Medical Times. 
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EDITORIAL DEPARTMENT. 



CALOMEL AXD TARTAR EMETIC AS REMEDIAL AGENTS. 

Surgeon General's Office, j^ 
Washington City, June 12, 1862. ) 

Dear Sir: — DesiriDg to obtain the opinions of the more eminent n embers 
of the Medical profession to the indiscriminate use of Calomel and Tartar- 
ized Antimony, 1 have the honor to request that you will answer the fol- 
lowing questions: 

1st — To what extent do you prescribe Calomel and Tartfir Emetic in 
your practice ? 

2d — Do you regard these agents as indispensable in the treatment of 
disease? 

3d — Tn view of the facts that a large number of the Medical Officers of 
the Army are young and inexperienced, and that soldiers cannot in the 
field be phiced beyond the influence of atmospheric vicissitues and exposure 
whilst undergoing medical treatment, would you recommend that the med- 
icines in question be issued to Army Medical Officers, except, as at present, 
upon special recjuisition ? 

4th — Do yt»u or do you not think that more harm than good has 
resulted from the use of Calomel and Tartar Emetic as medicines? 

It should be stated that the following merourials are at present on the 
Supply Table, viz; 

Hydrargyri chloridumcorrosivum; Hydrariryri iodidumflavura; Hydrar- 
gyri oxidum rubrum; Hydrargyri pilulae; Hydrargyri unguentum; Hydrar- 
gyri nitratis unguentum; Pilulie catharticas composite; and that it is pro- 
vided by paragraph 13, of Circular No. 7, dated Surgeon- General's Office, 
May 7, 1863, which contains the Supply Table, and which refers to the 
manner of obtaining medical supplier, that "it is not the design of the 
Department to confine Medical Officers absolutely Vj that table, either in 
variety or quantity, but only to estHbli.-li a standard for their guidance in 
making requisitions for supplies, leavniir individual preferences to be indulg- 
ed at the discretion of the Medical -Director or the Surgeon-t'eneral. — 
Neither is it supposed that the quantities of the t ible will always meet the 
necessities of unusual emergencies, as during epidemic**, or in unhealthy 
seasons and localities; and Medical Officers who allow their supplies to he 
exhausted through any such contingencies, without timely notice of their 
approachmg necessities, will be held to a strict accountability." 
1 am, sir, very respectfully, 

Your obedient servant, 

William A. Hammond, 

Surgeon- General W, S, A, 

Upon the order of the Surgon-General striking Calomel and Tartar 

Emetic from the Medical Supply Table of the Army, or upon the subjecta 

of inquiry above presented to the distinguished physicians of the Array 

Medical Stafif, we have never as yet ventured an expression. It has seemed 



to 118 thai evdry poamble view had already been presented, and that nnlen 
we eooJd add some important item, our readers wonid ezcose ns in keeping 
unbroken silence. We have felt willing that this matter should rest upon 
its own merits^ and have not been distressed that some Homoeopadiic, 
Eeleetkv Thompsonian, Spiritual pretender, should become jubilant over ihe 
order, and announce to bar-room congregations that *^ Calomel Doctors had 
been tofalJj squelched by order of the Surgeon-General." It has never 
once occurred to us that the soldiers would sufier greatly from the priva* 
tioo, or that the physicians of the army would be obliged to resign on 
account of ihe indignity heaped upon them by this order. Surgery is so 
mneh done by ''order" that army physidans have become accustomed to 
" orders," and do not take it so hard as those in civil practice, who take 
advice, but would be entirely unable to take "orders." It indicates that 
potent medicines have been abused by the inexperienced and incapable 
medical men in the army, and that this abuse, and misuse, was so great 
that it could better be dispensed with altogether. We cannot say much in • 
favor of the taste exhibited in the manner of abating these dangerons 
remedies, and certainly had it not come to be the general style of doing 
things, we could hardly overlook and excuse so summary and iropdite 
treatment If the Surgeou-General was a physician only, we would abuse 
him for not being more gentlemanly, but since he is an Oflker in the Army, 
we mwt let him do his duty in his own way. 

If calomel was used, to any great extent in the treatment of the dis- 
esses of the soldiers; if, as he alleges, ''its injurious eflfects were observable in 
the hospitals of the army," and ptyalism was as common among the inmater, 
as we have reason to fear, then we are glad that the order was issued ; 
glad the Surgeon- General had enough decision of character and manliness 
of purpose to stop it short off, and heartily wish other officers in the army 
would correct abuses in their departments as summarily. Of tartar emetic 
we have nothing to say, only that we think it well for the soldiers that they 
are not to have any more of it, and have only been sorry that the order 
exdnding it from the army, could not be extended, excluding it from almost 
univerttl abuse. This ].s not because it is always injurious, but because as 
used it does vastly more harm than good, and there has never yet been 
found arguments or evidences sufficiently powerful or extensively diffused, 
to prevent its continual misuse. 

This suggestion which has somewhere been made of excluding these 
articles by a careful revision of the medical supply table, pleases us very 
▼ou 3, HO, 1 — 6. 
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much. It would have been a polite way of doing the thing and afforded 
opportanity of excluding at least one-half of the Temaining articles; how- 
ever if they are left on the tables they will do no harm. 

The replies which will be given to the inquiries above will be interesting 
and iniportanty since it is expected that the leading Army Surgeons and 
Medical Inspectors will respond to this circular. Civil physicians are not 
in situation to discuss these questions with a view to their proper solution, 
and it is not supposed that they will be invited to give their opioions. 

The universal employment of these two articles by civil practitioners is 
no doubt one reason of abuse in the army, since most of our military sur- 
geons were recently in civil practice, and to great extent would adopt sim- 
ilar treatment in the army. As to the propriety of using these or Himilar 
artides in the treatment of disease, there can be no doubt; the profes- 
sion will be found unanimous in the opinion that they are indispensable to 
the successful practice of medicine. It appears that this is conceded by 
the Surgeon-General, and that it is on the ground of abuse, and not of 
proper use, that the order of exclusion is based. The American Medical 
Association passed severe resolutions upon this subject, and yet we mistrust 
that tiuie, and testimony, will tell tales which will go very far towards jus- 
tifying this order. The fourth inquiry which is made, is a little remarkable. 
If our most experienced and observing physicians were asked : Do you or 
do you not think that more harm than good has resulted from the use 
of medicine ? what would be the reply ? and what would he the import if 
they should express the opinion that medicine had done, and was doing, 
more harm than good ? It would cprtainly be no argument against judi- 
cious and rational medication, and would simply declare that the misuse 
is so great as to outweigh in the aggregate all good which is accomplished. 
It would reflect nothing upon legitimate medication, or weaken in the least 
our confidence in its beneficial efiects. All other powerful and popular 
articles of the materia medica, capable of abuse, would as appropriately 
come under inquiry. What reply should the Surgeon-General receive if 
he wishes to know the same of stimulants ? the very article which he esti- 
mates so highly. We wish he would ask this question as earnestly and 
would extend the inquiry to eminent, practical men in civil practice. — 
If the reply should go back to him, that it has killed more officers and 
men in the army than both disease and battle, would he issue an order for 
its total exclusion from the supply table and the lines of the army ? if he 
would, he may ^b well jseqe t)is order. If it has not don^ this in the army. 
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it has done it io civil ]ife, and has disabled more men and rendered them 
unfit for miJitary duty, or aoj other duty, than have been in both armies, 
on service, killed, woaoded and missiog. Opium, the most valuable med- 
icioe in the whole list of the materia medica, is also liable to great abuse, 
and if we estimate its uses and abuses, it is quite possible that the injuries 
of the one would quite outdo the benefits of the other. We have not 
time or space to devote to a discussion of this subject, and have referred to 
It mainly because it is so unfashionable to let it alone. 



SPECIAL MEETINQ OF THE ERIE COUNTr MEDICAL SOCIETY, 
AUGUST 4, 18fi3. 

The President, Dr. Charles Winne, communicated the action of the 
Conrt upon the suit of Dr. Bartlett for menr.bership in the Society, and read 
the following reasons assigned by the Court for granting peremptory man- 
damus: 
Iv Supreme Court, Erie Special Term, March, 1863 — 

N. Davis, Justice, ^e. 



Tas PiBOPLV, XX. BSL. 1 

FasDcaioK W. Bartlett, \ 

against y 

Ths Medical Sociktt or the Couwtt or | 

Ebik. I 



Motion for peremptory mandamus. J. A, Allen for Relator; H. W. 
Rogers for Respondent. 

Davis, J. — *' I am led to my reflections on this case to the conclusion that 
the application of the relator was improperly rejected. It is true that he 
bad been guilty of acts of gross empiricism in the publication of the adver- 
tisement annexed to his aflldavit; and had that publication been continued 
at the time of his application I should regard the action of the Society as 
entirely justifiable. But it appears without contradiction that it had been 
abandoned for years, and that the practice of the relator had been changed 
from the specialty mentioned in the advertisement to one of a general 
character. There are no allegations made by defendant ati'ecting the moral 
character of the relator, and I feel constrained to consider his course at the 
time of his first establishing himself in Buffalo in the light of youthful 
indiscretions rather than unpardonable offences. The locus penitentice was 
not shut against him, and his abandonment of his omperical conduct for so 
long a time before his application, afibrds satisfactory evidence of an intent 
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to ayail himself of the right and duty to reform. While I have no doubt 
that the members of the Society who voted for his ezdnsioD, were animated 
by a high sense of duty to their profession, yet they seem to me to have gone 
beyond their just powers in refusing him admission for acts which the rda- 
tor had himself repudiated and abandoned. 

If the relator should resume his obnoxious course after his admission ha 
will be justly liable to the censure of the Society and ultimately to removal 
from its membership. But with the evidence of his present good conduct 
and of his adhesion to and intention to conform to their rules and ethies, 
he was legally entitled to admission to the Society, notwithstanding the 
professional errors of his early practice. The relator is entitled to the writ 
prayed for." 

The President remarked that he should consider it his duty to notify 
Dr. Bartlett to sign the Constitution and By-Laws, etc, unless othenrise 
instructed by the Society. 

After some discussion it was 

Voted Xhht the President be invited to communicate with the President 
of the State Medical Society, and after consultation with him, empowered 
to make appeal to the Term of the Supreme Court to be held in Novem- 
ber, 1863, if he should think best. 

Voted to Bdjonru. J. f . Minkr, 

Se<^jf pro fom. 



BOOKS REVIEWED. 
I%e Medical Student e Vade Mecum; a Compendium of Anatomy^ Pkye- 
iology, Chemistry, Foisone^ Materia Medico^ Pharmacy^ Surgery, 
Obetetriee, Practice of Medicine, Diseases of the Skin^ ete^ etc By 
GiORGK MiNDSKHALL, M. D., Proftssor of Obstetrics and Diseases of 
Women and Children in the Meckcal College of Ohio, Member of the 
American Medical Association, etc^ etc^ Seventh Edition^ revised and 
greatly enlarged, with two hundred and twenty-four illustrations* Phil' 
adelphia: Lindsat <fe Blakistonk, 1863. 

This is a very attractive and instructive book for young men pursuing 
the study of medicine, and while attending lectures it is invaluable*. It 
furnishes a short and plain view of the most important facts and principles 
of the various sciences which engage his attention, and is arranged so as to 
refresh and more firmly fix upon his memory whatever is heard or read. — 
It is also very convenient for ready reference for the physician who may 
not have time to devote to reading more voluminous works. In cases of 
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emergieiiey wbeii the young physician may be in doubt what course to 
pareaa, it will prove a convenient and safe guide. It contains in short 
terms the principal facts of Anatomy, Physiology, Surgery, and Theory and 
Practice of Medicine and Materia Medica, and also a vast amount of 
information not included strictly under these heads. Its style is worthy of 
mention since it is so plain and so eminently within the comprehension of 
the young student While we speak of it as especially adapted to the 
student, we by no means regard it as suited alone to students who have not 
yet received their diplomas, but physicians of experience will find it exceed- 
ingly valuable to them when they desire to refresh their raemofies with the 
anatomy, physiology or chemistry which they have forgotten. 

This last edition is a great improvement upon the former ones, and as 
now presented to the profession it more than ever deserves its well merited 
popularity. It is truly astonishing to observe how many facts and how 
much direct teaching can be crowded into a small space. We most of all 
desire to call the attention of medical students to its merits, for there is no 
book better adapted for ready reference. 



A Manual of Minor Surgery, By John Packard, M, D., Demonstrator 
of Anatomy in the University of Pennsylvania; one of the Visitintf 
Surgeons to the West Philadelphia Military Hospital, etCy etc With 145 
illustrations. Authorized and adopted by the Surgeon- General of the 
United States Army for the use of Surgeons in the Field and General 
Hospitals. 

This is a convenient, well arranged, well written compendium of Minor 
Surgery, describing the instruments and materials used in dressing — appli- 
cation of dressings — modes of arresting haemorrhage — sutures, etc^ etc It 
has chapters also upon Surgical Depletion — Ansesthesia — Bandages — Frac- 
tures — Dislocations — Cauterization and Injections — Foreign Bodies — Pott 
Mortem Examinations — Disinfectants — Minor Surgical Operations. The 
Report of a Board, convened by order of the Surgeon-General, to examine 
the work with the view of its adoption for use in the Medical Department 
of the Army, declares that **it is satisfied that it is a better text-book upon 
the snbject, than any of the treatises with which the American market has 
hitherto been supplied." This is saying a great deal where so many and 
so unobjectionable works have been published, and especially where so 
little differences exist, either in the material or manner of arranging it; 
they all contain the same facts ; they all afford essentially the same teach- 
ing. This work pleases us very much, and its condensed, direct, plain style, 
greatly commends it to the profession. 
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A Practical Ifand-Book of Medical Chemistry, By John E. Bowmak, 
F. C. ^.j formerly Professor of Practical Chemistry in Kinffs College, 
London. Edited by Charles L. Bloxam, Professor of Practical Chem- 
istry in living's College^ London. Third American from the fourth 
and revised London edition, with illustrations, Philadelphia: Blanch- 
ARD & Lea, 1863. 

BowroaD^s Medical Chemistry is the very book we have been wanting, for 
a long time. It contains in clear language and with accurate description 
the processes for examining the urine, bile, blood, milk, mucus, pus, etc, etc. 
Part V is upon the Detection of Poisons in Organic Mixtures — Arsenic, 
Antimony, Mercury, Lead, Copper, Zinc, Iodine, Sulphuric Acid, H)dro- 
chloric Acid, Nitric Acid, Oxalic Acid, Hydrocyanic Acid, Opium, Strych- 
nine, Nicotia, Phosphorus, Alcoloid.^ etc., etc. It is a valuable book for 
every physician, and there can be nothing better adapted to the wants of 
the medical student. It is indispensable to the physician in the rural dis- 
tricts where they are obliged to rely wholly upon themselves, and cannot at 
once refer their chemical examinations to professed chemists. In a word, it 
is a jewel of a book, and all physicians should buy it. In our miscellane- 
ous department will be found a short extract from it upon the adulteration 
of milk. This is a specimen of the book, and will give an idea of its gen- 
eral style. 

A Practical Treatise on Fractures and Dislocations. By Frank Hast- 
ings Hamilton, A. B., A. M., M, D., Lt, Col. Medical Inspector U. S. 
A.; Professor of Military Surgery and Hygiene and of Fractures and 
Dislocations in Bellewue Hospital Medical College; one of the Sur- 
geons to Bellevue Hospital, JSfew York; Professor of Military Siir- 
gery, etc, in the Long Island College Hospital, Brooklyn; author of a 
Treatise on Military Surgery, Second edition, revised and improved, 
Hlustrated with two hundred and txoenty-five wood cuts, Philadelphia: 
Blanchard (k Lea, 1863. 

We have very little occasion to speak of this book either by way of 

deflcription or commendation. Our readers are for the roost part familiar 

with the book, and well acquainted with its distinguished author. In the 

authorship of this book Dr. Hamilton has made for himself a world wide 

reputation, and at the same time he has accomplished more for the protec- 

tioaof Surgeons in legal proceedings than had ever been done before, and 

placed the profession under such lasii ng obligations that future generations 

of young surgeons will *^ rise up and call him blessed.*' Every form of 

fracture and dislocation is thoroughly described, together with the most 

proper mode of adjustment and retention. It is of untold value as a guide 
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in practice* and at the same time it is a standard authority which will be 
eveiTwhere recognized both by physicians and courts of justice. It has 
filled the hiatus which has long existed upon this subject, and taken itA 
proper place with the most valuable of our standard Surgical works. The 
aothor tells us in his preface to this second edition that, ^* by a careful 
revision I have sought to render i\m edition, as far as possible, a faithful 
record of the progress of that branch of surgical science of which it treats. 
With this view some portions have been amended, some paragraphs have 
been excluded, and considerable additions have been made. The short 
chapter on "Gun-Shot Fractures*^ seemed to be demanded at this moment, 
and especially as the work has been phiced upon the United States Army 
Supply Table for post and General Hospitals. Whether on the whole, by 
these new labors, the chaiacter of the volume has been improved, the reader 
roast judge. 



BOOKS AND PAMPHLETS RECEIVED. 
A TVeatise on Hycfiene with special reference to Military Service, By 
Wm. a. Hammond, M, D., Surgeon- General U. S, Army; Fellow of 
the College of Physicians of Philadelphia; Member of the Philadelphia 
Pathological Society; of the Academy of Natural Science; of the 
American Philosophical Society; Honorary Corresponding Member of 
the British Medical Association; Memher of the Verein Fur Oemin- 
schafUiche Arbeiten Zur Furderung Der Wissenshoftlichen Heilkunde; 
late Professor of Anatomy and Physiology in the University of Mary- 
land; late Surgeon to and Lecturer on Clinical Surgery at the Btilti- 
more Infirrnary, etc, etc, Philadelphia: J. B. Lippincott & Co., Nbs, 
115 and 7 \7 Market street, 1863. 

The Pharmacopoeia of the United States of America, Fourth Decennial 
Bevision. By authority of the National Convention for revising the 
Pharmacopceia, held at Washington, A. D. 1860. Philadelphia: J. 
B. Lippincott & Co., 1863. 

BraiihwaUes Retrospect; a half-yearly Journal of Practical Medicine 
and Surgery, containing a retrospctive view of every discovery and 
practical improvement in the Medical Sciences, digested from the lead- 
ing Medical Jaurnals of Europe and America. 
This invaluable compendium, which was commenced in 1840, is issued 

simulkineously with the London edition, by virtue of an arranirenient 

entered into with its distinguished editor, and appears regularly in January 

and July of each year. 

Gastrotomy — Large Abdominal- Uterine Tumor, extirpated by Johs 
O'Reilly, M. D., F. R. C. S. I. Reported by Richard J. Halton, 
L. K. C. S. I. New York: Printed by Robert Craioiiead, 1863. 
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Annual Announcement and Circular — Bellevue ffoipital Medical CoUege^ 
New York, 1863-4. 
For particuiare notice advertisement sheei. 

Announcement of the Rensselaer Polf/tecnic Institute, Troy,N.Y., 1863-4. 

The Rensselaer Polytecnic Institute aims to educate young men intend- 
ing to follow the Scientific Professions, and more particularly such of them 
as are promotive of the leading material pursuits of the age. Its principal 
instruction lies, therefore, in the Departments of Chemistry, Geology and 
Mineralogy, Botany, and the Mathematical and Physical Sciences. 

Young men, also, not contemplating active professional duty, but desir- 
ous of increasing their attainments by a partial course of scientific study, 
are afforded advantages which perhaps no other Institution in the country 
offers. 
The Atlantic Monthly, devoted to Literature^ Art and Politics, Au{fust, 

1863. Boston: Tickkor k Fields. 

Bound Volumes of the Atlantic. — ^The eleventh volume of the "Atlan- 
tic," comprising January to July, 1863, is now ready, neatly bound in 
muslin. 



COMMBNCKMKNT OF LecTURE TbRM IS BERKSHIRE MeDICAL CoLLBQE. 

The forty-fiiM Annual Course of Lectures in this Institution commences 
August 4th, and continues sixteen weeks. This is one of the oldest and 
most popular Medical Colleges in New England, and those who pursue 
their studies in this Institution will enjoy unsurpassed opportunities 



Report of Deaths in the City of Buffalo for the month of June, 1863. 

Accident, 4; do. by drowning, 7; Brain, C(»nciiOTion of, 1; Cancer of the storoarh, 
1: Cholera raorbu«,*l; Consumption, 16; ConvnlMions, 15; Croup, 1; Debilitj, 1; 
Diarrhoea, 2; DiRea^e of the brain, 1; Disease of the heart, 4; Dif^eaFe of the npine, 1; 
Diphtheria, 1 ; Dropwy, general, 4; f\o. a>idominal, 2; Dysentery, 1; Fever, 1; Fever, 
puerpemi, 1; do. Rcarlct, 4; HoBmorrhage, 1 : do. from litems, 2; Inflammation of the 
boweb, 2; do. bmin, 3; do. of menin);e««, .5; do. lungs, 14* do. pericardium, 1; do. 
periloneuro, 2: do. Momach, I; Jaundice, 2; MarasmuR, 2; Murder, 2; Old age, 6; 
ParalyBis, 1; RheumaliRm, 1 ; Scrofula, 1 • Unknown, 5; Whooping cough, 1. Total 
deaths from diseases 122, AIho, 3 afill-born were reported. 

By VDham Certified. -^Hj Regular Practitinners at Public Institutions, 16* da in the 
City at large, 46. Bv Irregular Practitioners, 24; by Coroner, 17; by Undertakeni, 
22. Total. 125. 

The following shows the number of deaths in the City in each month of the pres- 
ent year; the number in 1862; and the average of eicb month for the five years. 
1858 to 1862, inclnsive: 

January, . - . . 

February, ... 

March, . - - - 

April, . - - - 

May, - - - - - 

June. - - - - 

The number of dc alhs in the first six months of the present year is 97 less than in 
the corresponding period of last year, and 73 lew* than the average for five years. 
SANDFORD EASTMAK, M. D., Health Physician. 
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ART. I. — Bromine in Hospital Gangrene, — Br Wm. B. Alley, M. D. 

A'mn Dibble, aged 19, a private in Company F, 33d Regiment N. Y. 
Y^ received a gun-shot wound on the 3d of last May, at the battle uf 
Fredericksburg, fracturing the upper fifth of the right humerus, and seri- 
ously injuring the wrist-joint of the same arm. On the following day he 
had the head of the humerus exsected: four days afterwards he was 
removed to some hospital in Washington, where, according to his report 
the wound steadily improved until it was three-fourths healed up, when 
Hospital Gangrene appeared, and continued until all the granulating sur- 
face, the new cicatrix, a part of the flap made at the exsection, and per- 
haps two inches in width of the integuments below the wound had sloughed 
out 

On the 30th day of June he arrived at Mr. Alfred BelFs in Nunda, 
N. Y., when in consultation with Dr. John Gil more I first saw the case. 
We found his pulse 120, feeble, yet regular, appetite gone, and bowels 
loose. We found a deep, ragged, triangular shaped sore, extending from 
two inches below the outer edge of the coracoid process nearly down to 
tbd insertion of the deltoid muscle, and turning across the arm extending 
iDwards and upwards to within three inches of th» external end of the 
davicle, leaving a sound tongue of integuments and the deltoid between, 
being an ill-shaped slough, eight or nine inches long, from one-half to three 
inches wide, with a little healthy granulating surface, and several insensible 
VOL. 3, NO. 2 — 6. 
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grey spots in the wound, emitting an offensive odor, discharging a grayish, 
sero-purulent^fluid.] 

The gray patches were cauterized with nitrate silver, the balance of the 
sore well washed in lime water and dressed with a cold linseed poultice — a 
chalk and opium powder given at night. Dr. Oilraore took charge of the 
case, and gave him a plain, generous diet, egg-nog and vegetable bitters. 
The sore generally dressed once in an hour with lint and cold water, it 
being first well clo;inse<l with lime water and then washed with a solution 
of per mang, potassa 5h water one pint, with an occasional linseed or 
yeast poultice. This treatment had so far improved the case that on the 
12th of July I found his pulse 85, bowels nearly regular, appetite good and 
strong, skin natural, one-third of the wound nearly cicatrized, the whole 
sore filled with liealthy granulations, and the patient able to sit up and 
walk about his room, and out into the garden. 

Four days afterwards I was advised by Dr, Gilmore that a small grayish 
spot had appeared in the wound. 

On the 18th of July I again saw the case; found his appetite failing, 
pulse 100, some fever and diarrhoea; a part of the granulating surface and 
H portion of the integuments at the lower edge of the wound had commenced 
to slough out, a grayish yellow pus adhered in patches to the granulating 
surface, and in the upper part of the sore there was a small opening ; the 
granulations around it looked pale and flabby, and were nearly insensible to 
the touch. On introducing a probe I discovered a loose fragment of bone 
two inches below the shoulder-joint. 

Sunday, July 19th, saw the case with Dr. A. C. Campbell of Mount 
Morris^ and Drs. Gilmore and Upson of Nunda. No change except a 
stringy, gray matter adhered to a small place in the center, a little below 
the spiculum of bone found yesterday ; all deemed amputation unnecessary. 
Dr. Campbell advised a plaster, composed of common plaster 100 parts to 
8 parts of kerosene oil, with sufficient sweet oil to form a proper paste. 

20th. — No real improvement, pulse 105 per minute; the opening in the 
upper part of wound probed day before yesterday discharges more, and its 
edges looked gray and flabby. Linseed poultices directed for the night, 

21st. — Pulse 115, tongue covered with a dusky white fur, appetite gone, 
pain and redness about the wound increasing, the odor more offensive, the 
sore is sloughing out more, a stringy gray pus adheres to several parts of 
the sore, and a slightly greenish fluid issues from the opening that connects 
with the fragment of bone. We continued the usual tonic and sustaining 
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treatment; cauterized all the gray spots, removed all the sloughing parts, 
washed the wound in castile soap suds, and then with lime water, wetting 
the sloughing portions with whisky; and covering the whole wound with a 
ycost and charcoal poultice; wound to be dressed every two hours; and a 
doth wet with a wash of acetate of lead, laudanum and cold water to be 
constantly applied to the inflamed parts about the wound. 

Wednesday, July 22d. — No improvement, pulse 120, more fever; most 
of the new granulations had sloughed out, the opening connected with the 
bone growing larger, the discharge increasing in quantity and ofiensiveness. 

At 11 o*clock A. M. a consultation was had; Drs. Gilmore, Upson, 
Warner, Meacham, Booth and myself, present. Opinion unanimous, that 
immediate amputation of the arm afforded him the only chance of final 
recovery. 

At 2i o*clock P. M. with the assistance of the above named gentlemen 
I removed his arm at the shoulder-joint, loosing less than ten ounces of 
blood. Found gangrenous appearances far more extensive than was anti- 
cipated. I found the textures near the joint soft and tender. I removed 
muscular tissue of a pale yellow color, as far back as the neck of the scap- 
ula, and in front to the external end of the clavicle; also quite a piece of 
the subscapularis muscle from under the coracoid process. The dissection 
was continued as long as we dare keep him under anaesthetic influence, 
and we hoped that all the diseased tissues were removed; had to use about 
one square inch of the new cicatrix in order to get sufficient integument 
to close the wound. Usei two parts of Squibb's ether and one part chlo- 
roform as an anjBsthetic; it operated very kindly; he rallied slowly, sweat- 
ing profusely for six hours after operation. Pulse 130, at 6 P. BL 

On examination of the removed arm we found a fractured, loose, thin 
rim of bone still surrounding two-thirds the upper and sawed end of the 
humerus, one-fourth of an inch long, which the surgeon who exsected the 
head had sawed off, but failed to discover and remove. This fragment 
being left is, perhaps, why the operation was not successful, terminating as 
it has. The sawed end of the humerus was rough and diseased for an 
inch below; all the tissues surrounding its upper third were gangrenous 
being soft, tender and nearly disorganized, and all the muscles were of a, 
pale yellow color, as low as the middle of the arm, and portions of them 
still lower. There were no nerves or arteries injured by the former 
operation. 
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At 10 o'clock P. M. pulse 135, and feeble, and the skin dry. At 12 
M. he vomited, apparently all he had taken into his stomach for the past 
16 hours, and he loathed everything nourishing; gave him 30 drops aro- 
matic spirits ammonia, followed in half an hour with morphine and brandy ; 
after which he rested better. 

23d inst. 6 o'clock A. M. Pulse 130; skin dry; took some toast and 
tea, but did not relish it •2 o'clock P. M., pulse 125, complains of pain in 
the arm. 9 P. M., pulse 120, bowels moved freely. 

24th, 9 A. M, Rested considerably; pulse 105, skin more natural, appe- 
tite improving, wound begins to suppurate. 9 o'clock P. M., pulse 110, 
skin dry. 

25th, at 9 o'clock A. M. Pulse 108; at evening 118; had three stools 
since noon. 

26lh, at 8 A. M. Pulse 125; complains of headache and chilly sensa- 
tions; wound discharges profusely; about an inch of the upper part of 
wound healed by first intention ; yet a part of the cicatrix used as a dap was 
fidbby and insensible; removed the flabby portion of the cicatrix, cauter- 
ized the freshly incised parts, syringed the cavity with lime water, dressing 
it with a yeast and charcoal poultice, to be changed every two hours ; the 
other parts of the wound to be dressed with lint and cold water every hour. 
Gave ^ss wheat whiskey once in three hours, and mutton broth or toast as 
often. 3 o'clock P. M., pulse 130, tongue moist, covered with a yellowish 
fur, diarrhoea worse, intellect clear, breath offensive, odor from wound bad ; 
penciled the cavity with a solution of creosote, directed ten drops mur. 
tincL of iron every six hours, whisky between, and chalk and opium pow- 
ders after each evacuation until the diarrhoea abated. 

Having read in the American Medical Times Dr. R. L. Stanford's arti- 
cle on Bromine in Hospital Gangrene, I resolved to try it, if 1 could pro- 
cure the bromine, 

27th, 8 o'clock A. M. Rested badly, countenance anxious, pulse 140, 
diarrhoea better, appetite gone, complains of severe pain in and around the 
wound, one small gray spot in one corner of wound; that part of the flap, 
made from the newly cicatrized granulations was of a dark purple color 
emitting a foul odor; beef tea to be tried during the day. 9 o'clock 
P. IL, patient uneasy, headache, pains about the shoulder, pulse 144, tongue 
moist and coated with a dirty yellow fur; loathed the beef tea, diarrhoea 
worse, the cavity enlarging, and discharging profusely; gray spot extend- 
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iog, the parple sloughing cicatrix discharged a greeaish yellow, oflfensive 
daid; without doubt hospital gangrene had appeared. 

Bromine ordered is on hand. Dissected away all the diseased cicatrix 
and gray insensible spots, down to red bleeding tiasues; cleansed the cavity 
thorooghly, and dried with warm dry lint, and applied fresh pure bromine 
to ereiy part supposed to have any gangrenous appearance. The cavity to 
be dreased every hour, with a fresh cinchona j^ltice ; the other part of 
the sore with hut and cold water once in half an hour, and tinst. of arnica 
applied about the shoulder. A large chalk, kino and opium powder given ; 
stimulants as usual. 

28th, 8 o'clock A. M. Pulse 140, mind lucid, rested more quiet, bro- 
mine destroyed all the bad odor; no appetite, diarrhoea less, wound dark 
colored and discharging largely. 3 o'clock P. M., pulse 140, but stronger; 
urine scanty and high colored; color of cavity improved, but the odor is 
offensive; applied the bromine again ; the ligature from the posterior cir- 
enmflex artery came away. Diet; soft boiled eggs, tea and toast. Treat- 
ment; vegetable and aromatic bitters in whisky every eight hours, after 
eating; ten drops muri. tinct. iron every six hours, and egg-nog or mutton 
broth between. 

29tfa, 7 o'clock A. M. Countenance better, pulse 136, pain and sore- 
ness about the wound less. Either the bromine or the fluids from the sore 
iiad created a severe erythema of the skin, extending several inches over 
the scapula and down the back, although great pains had been taken to 
prevent both from coming in contact with the sound skin. Bromine 
applied again, and the whole cavity and exposed surface washed with a 
aolotion of potass, per mang. and dressed with lint and cold water every 
hour. Same treatment continued. 1 o'clock P. M„ pulse the same. At 
8 o'clock P. M., pulse 134, appetite improving, had one natural stool; bro- 
mine has eaten off the visible part of the ligature of the brachial and per- 
haps the anterior circumflex arteries ; there is less odor, less discharge, and 
some healthy granulations appearing. 

dOth, at 8 o'clock. Pulse 128; at night 122, bowels and appetite much 
improved. 

31st Diarrhcea again, but pulse 112. 

August 1st. Same treatment continued. Bromine discontinued, except 
occasionally a tincture of it to destroy any odor that was present. Pulse 
106; all things mending. 

2d. Pulse 104. 
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4th. Pulse 100, appetite good, discharge ceasing. 

6th. False 96. 

8tb. Pulse 90 to 100; bread, milk and baked apples added to diet 
list; sore dressed with linseed oil ointment. 

1 1th. Walked into the parlor alone; appetite excellent, bowels regular, 
allowed to eat with family. 

15th, Rode out. " 

18th. Rode one-third of a mile and walked into my office to make me 
a visit. Pulse 100; system in fine condition; wound, four-fifths cic- 
atrized. 

I feel that bromine arrested gangrene in this case, being the main arm, 
that snatched this young man from the jaws of death. Still, he in fact 
owes his life to Mr. and Mrs. Bell. They gave him their best rooms and 
undivided attention, doing all that money and good nursing could do. No 
patient ever had better care; had it been otherwise he must have gone 
down. It is true I used other remedies; among them was the solution of 
potass, per mang., recommended by Surgeon-General Hammond, but I 
failed to see that it had any more effect than the cold water dressing. 

As there are so many poor soldiers in our country liable just now to 
hospital gangrene, and as our text books furnish us with no specifics, I 
have reported the foregoing case, hoping it might tend to give others more 
confidence to try Dr. M. Goldsmith's remedy. 

I wish you would give to the public your confidence in and knowledge 
of the use, of pure bromine in hospital gangrene. Soldiers are frequently 
coming home with what is supposed to be hospital gangrene, and I have 
heard of its causing several deaths within a few months. 



ART. II. — Abstract of the Proceedings of the Buffalo Medical Association, 

Tuesday Evening, August 4, 1 863. 

Dr. Samo, Vice President, in the Chair. 

Reading of the minutes of the last meeting postponed. 

Voted, that Dr. S. W. Wetmore and Dr. Thomas M. Johnson be admit- 
ted members upon compliance with by-laws. 

Dr. Strong related cases of infantile Cholera— one case of peculiar in- 
terest on account of sudden fatal termination. The child was four months 
old, and had been sick for three or four days when it was presented to his 
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Dotioe in his office. The next day he was called to see it, and found that it 
had distinct Cholera Infantum, With dose attention for twenty-four hours 
the more rlolent symptoms abated. Treatment consisted mainly of alter- 
atives and anodynes. The child had been brought up upon a bottle, sinoe 
the mother had nursing sore mouth, and it was necessary to wean the child 
from the breast The second day on visiting it, he found every symptom 
greatly improved, the child looking as if it would soon be well ; had some 
hesitancy about visiting the child again, it appeared so nearly recovered. — 
That night it died. This he learned in the morning, and was never more 
surprised. Having an interest to learn more fully the circumstances of the 
case, he visited the parents of the child to learn the history. They told him 
that the child remained the same as when visited by him, until in the 
night. There was great noise and excitement occasioned by an Irish 
Negro fight, and the child woke up suddenly in great fright, and there 
were copious discharges from the bowels. They commenced to prepare an 
iDJection which they had previously been directed to use, and before it was 
ready for administration the child was dead. Had never heard of a child 
dying of fright, though it was not unusual in times of cholera to hear of 
caws where fright had produced the disease, in adults, which rapidly ter- 
minated in death. That a child should be thus affected, he regarded as 
qaito remarkable. 

Dr, Wyck^f spoke of the prevalence of diarrhoea and dysentery. Both 
of these diseases he thought were more prevalent than common at this 
season of the year. 

Dr. SmUh reported diarrhoea, with great prostration, as very common. 
Had attended several cases which required stimulants in connection with 
alteratives. They seemed to more urgently require stimulation than cases he 
had been accustomed to see. He also related the particulars of one case 
which proved fatal, the system appearing depressed beyond the power of 
remedies to effect. 

Dr. Miner remarked that Diphtheritic disease was also quite prevalent, 
and that he had attended whole families affected more or less severely. 

In aome cases the disease appeared to be wholly a local affection, the 
tonsils, palate, and fauces being covered by the exudation, and yet the gen- 
eral Bjmptoma of the disease were entirely absent, or if not wholly absent, 
were yet in so mild form, and of so short duration, as to be properly regarded 
as absent Had always regarded dipthheria as a constitutional disease, and 
had now no ground for changing his opinions; still, diphtheritic sore throat 
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did appear with extensive exudation upon tonsils^ fauces, and even within 
the nasal cavity, and yet was unattended by general symptoms. On the 
other hand, the general disease with slight, or even without any, local ex- 
udation was sometimes observed in quite severe form ; and from these two 
facts he had inferred that removing or curing the local manifestation, was 
not necessarily removing the disease in the least degree. The cases he bad 
recently treated were mostly of mild type and required no medication. He 
bad geneially prescribed chlorate of potassa, mainly for its moral effect. 

In one of the German neighborhoods diphtheria had prevailed extensively, 
and fatally, terminating in death in several cases. In one of these 
he had been urged by the family, and family physician, to make the 
operation of tracheotomy, which he did, not however with confidence in 
its beneficial efiects. This patient was seven years old, and had been sick 
eight or ten days, at least, had not been well for that period, and had been 
gradually crowing worse. Upon the fauces, palate, and tonsils could be 
distinctly seen the yellow, thick, dry exudation of diphtheria, while it was 
suffering from the general symptoms of severe membraneous croup. Coun- 
tenance livid, voice almost absent, pulse rapid, and dyspncea yerj great^ 
which became worse after administration of chloroform. The condition of 
the respiration and circulation became so bad before the trachea was open< 
ed that it seemed certain life wouM l» \!ome extinct before the opera- 
tion could be completed. Upon opening the trachea it was found com- 
pletely filled with false membrane — witls to all appearance, the false mem- 
brane of croup, and not the exudation of diphtheria — that is, not the dry 
adherent friable membrane observed in the fauces and upon the tonsils, in 
the usual form of diphtheria. 

It was tenacious, easily detached and removed entire, with the complete im- 
pression of the trachea when first removed, which it however lost after being 
laid upon paper. Respiration became easy, pulse more natural, beating one 
hundred and twelve per minute. The child soon partook readily of milk 
and whiskey, and appeared comparatively comfortable until the next day, 
when respiration increased, becoming more and more rapid until death, which 
took place about twenty-four hours after the operation. 

In regard to the propriety of this practice he had little to say. So far 
as his experience or observation extended, there was nothing to favor such 
operation, and whenever he made it, it was rather with defierence to the 
views and opinions of others, than from any confidence he entertained in its 
beneficial efiects. When surgeons have reported great success in tracheoto- 
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my for croup, the? have misled us by incorrect diagnosis or mis-statement 
of fact» calling spasmodic croup, membranous, or excluding fatal cases from 
the report. The |)oint of interest was the appearance of the membrane 
in the trachea, and its resemblance of croup, while in the throat it was dis- 
tinctly diphtheritic. Whatever may be said about the differences in the two 
diseases^ when occurring in the form of the case described, they are prac 
tically and actoally the same. Specimen cases of diphtheria and croup 
are sufficiently distinctive, while the two diseases often approach ench 
other, and become the same ; and he believed that there was always a 
near relationship in the character of the exudation in those two forms of 
disease. 

Dr. Wyckoff spoke of having seen cases of diphtheritic croup and of 
the almost uniform fatality of the disease. Expressed distrust in tho 
efficacy of tracheotomy, and thought the cases might as well terminate 
fatally without, as after it, since it did not afford great relief during the 
remainder of life. 

Dt, Strong remarked upon the negligence of physicians after being 
voted members of the Association in complying with the by-laws. — 
^ny of them never take any further steps towards completing their mem- 
krship. Thought it improper to vote to membership any who did not 
desire to become members and show that desire by signing the Constitu- 
tion and By-Laws and paying initiation fee. 

Voted to adjourn to the first Tuesday evening in September. 

J, F. MiNAK, Secretary, 



ART. III. — Cases occurring in Stanton Military General Hospital — 
Surg, JoDN A. Lidbll, U. S. V. — Gun-shot Wound of Head — Tre- 
phining — Deailu Reported by Wm. H. Gail, Medical Cadet, U, S. A. 

Private Peter Haye.", Co. B, Ninth Pennsylvania Reserves, aged about 

28 yeans admitted to Stanton Hospital on the morning of December 15th, 

1862; was wounded at the battle of Fredericsburg, Va., December Idth, 

1862, in the head. Said he had no recollection of the receipt of the 

iojnry, an<l was unconscious for some time afterward. There was a 

pcalp wound, such a* would be inflicted by a bnllot, over the posterior 

part of the parietal bone, on the left side of the head. On introducing 

the finger the wound was found to extend down to the bone, and 

VOL. 3, NO. 2 — 7. 
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the bone was depressed about one-fourth or one-sixih of an inch. There 
was another scalp wound about two inches anterior to the one just men- 
tioned, through which he said a portion of a bullet hid been extracted, 
before he came to this hospital. The last mentioned scalp wound was 
much smaller than the former, and the two were connected together under- 
neath the scalp, as would be the case if the bullet had impiuged upon the 
skull at the posterior wound, and glanced forward underneath the scalp. 
The patient complained of nothing but soreness in and about the scalp 
wound; he exhibited no symptom of compression or other lesion of the 
brain. He walked into the ward unassisted. The pulse and skin were 
good; the pupils were natural; he protruded his tongue well; there was 
no paralysis of any part of the body ; he was perfectly conscious, and 
answered questions promptly and intelligently. He was ordered to remain 
quiet in bed; his hait was cropped close; ice was applied to*his head, and 
the day passed without any alarming symptom During that night he 
had several convulsions, <»tateptic in diaracter, and brief in duration. At 
the morning visit of the 16th, he was found comatose, not very profoundly 
so, however, for he could be roused by speaking to him in a loud tone, and 
by introducing the finger into the wound, but he immediately sank off 
again into the state of stupor. His evacuations were passed involuntarily 
in bed Hd was subject to frequent twitchings of the muscles of the right 
side of his face. There was no disparity in the pupils, which were some- 
what contracted; his limbs were not paralyzed; his pulse was pretematur- 
ally slow, and rather feeble; his skin cool and moist; (inflammation of the 
membranes of the brain, with effusion of its products, was the diagnosis.) 
Ice to head was continued, a blister was applied to nape of neck, and 
magnes. sulph. in oz. doses every four hours was given him, until free 
catharsis was produced. There was little change during the day. 

December l7th. The coma deepened; the power of deglutition was 
lost, and the tip of the tongue turned to the left side of the mouth when 
protruded, notwithstanding the catharsis, blister, and the ice to the head. 
He had no control over his evacuations; the pupils were still symmetrical, 
and contracted readily with the stimulus of light ; his pulse was slow and 
feeble; his skin cool and moist 

On the morning of the 18th, the patient being worse, exhibiting parali 
ysis of the right arm, but not of the right leg, as a dernier resort, it waa 
determined to apply the trephine and remove the depressed bone and frag- 
IPWt* of ipt^mal table, A?^F^I°gl7 ^^ p^tjent was put WRder i\\^ jnflq 
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eooe of sulphurio etber, and the operation performed by Surgeon John A. 
Lidell, U. S, V. The crucial incision was made to expose the seat of frac- 
ture. One piece of bone, irregularly oval in shape, and rather more than 
one-half inch in diameter, was found to be depressed to the depth of from 
one-sixth to one-fourth of an inch. The crown of the trephine was applied 
to the anterior margin of the opening, in which situation it was observed 
that the pericranium was detached very easily. On removing the disk of 
bone excised by the trephine, the depressed portion was raised up, and 
easily removed with common dissecting forceps. Six fragments of the 
internal table were also removed; one of these of considerable size had 
perforated the dura-mater, making a rent about one-half an inch in length, 
and lacerating the substance of the brain ; on withdrawing from that situa- 
tion by the aid of forceps, there followed it a discharge of apparently 
disorganized brain substance. 

After the operation the coma lightened considerably ; the power of deg- 
lutition was restored, and ho seemed sufficiently conscious to recognize his 
attendants, though he could not speak. In proof of partial recovery of 
consciousness, the nurse said he signalled to him when he wished to uri- 
nate. The improvement, however, was of short duration ; on the after- 
noon of the 19th the coma again became more profound. 

On the 20th, paralysis of the right side of the body became complete. 
After the operation frequent convulsive twitchings of the muscles of the 
right side of the face continued, but no general convulsive movements 
occurred. The symptoms increased in gravity continually; the patient 
became more and more exhausted, until mid-day on the 22dy nine days 
after receiving the injury, and four days subsequent to the operation, when 
he expired. 

Autopsy 24 hours after deatL Cadaver pale and emaciated; rigor 
mortis strong ; on turning down the scalp, the track of the glancing ball 
from the posterior to the anterior wound was plainly seen ; on dividing the 
dura-mater in the line of the saw, a thick and dark colored pus was dis- 
charged from the left side, to the amount of about one and one-half ounces; 
the dura-mater was seen to be congested, and on turning it up where it 
covers the convexity of the left cerebral hemisphere, its interior (parietal 
arachnoid) was seen to be lined over a great space, with a thick layer of 
false membrane; after removing the dura-mater, the greater part of the 
convex surface of the left cerebral hemisphere was seen to be covered over 
with a thick layer of yellowish gray colored plastic exudation, with brown 
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spots, adhering to the visceral arachnoid ; the surface of the right cerebral 
hemisphere presented a congested appearance; under the seat of injury to 
the cranium the substance of the brain was soen to be lacerated and prom- 
inent, and on slicing it carefully, it was found to have undergone red soften- 
ing and disoiganizution to the depth of one and one-half inches, in that 
locality. 

The substance of the cerebrum generally, inclutling both right and left 
hemispheres, was congested ; the puncta were unusually large and numer- 
ous, and on the cut surface of a section the open mouths of blood vessels 
were very distinct, so much so as to constitute the cribriform appearance. 
The ventricles contained a considerable quantity of clear serum, and a Bero- 
sanguinolent effusion collected at the base of the skull. The visceral arach- 
noid about base of brain was opalescent. 
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CHOLERA INFANTUM. 
DT OWEN BROWN, M. D., OF PROVIDBNCB. 

This disease occurs in New England in the hot weather of summer and 
early autumn, and is so far familiar to most physicians, as to require no 
very minute definition. It is characterized by diarrhoea, vomiting, and 
great prostration of the system. The discharges from the bowels are vari- 
ously colored, as green, dark brown, or resembling rice water. The odor 
is often very fetid, similar to that of putrescent meat, arising, perhaps from 
the absence of the antiseptic influence of healthy bile, in due amount, in 
the intestinal canal. The fever which is usually present, occasionally 
assumes a remittent type. The bills of mortality in most cities, and the 
experience of physicians in the localities where it prevails, testify to its fear- 
ful fatality. 

History. — It is doubted if there is another disease, which annually 
destroys so many lives, about which so little has been written. Authorities 
tell us that in our large cities, during the summer months, about one-fourth 
of all the deaths, among children, arise from this disease. During the 
year 1860, five hundred and fourteen children are re|>orted as having died 
from it in Philadelphia alone, which is perhaps not more than the average 
mortality from this cause, in most of the large cities in this country. 
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Though it causfjs this frightful destruction of infant life every year, yet 
the name of Cholera Infantum, or its synonyms is not found in the indices 
to Uraithwaite's Summary of Medicine and Surgery during the six yeai-s 
from 1854 to I860, thus leaving the inference that not an important article 
wftft written upon this subject during all that time. In the Year Book of 
Medicine and Surgery, of the Sydenham Society, for 1859, it is true that 
two articles upon the Pathological Appearances in Cholera Infantum are 
alluded to; both were published in that year. In one of these articles, the 
wriier states that in many cases, the sinuses of the dum mater were found 
''filled with fresh blood coagula, and with fibrinous formations more or lc£s 
adherent and firm,*' and hence arrives at the conclusion that the rapid loss 
of water from the blood favors the formation of venous thrombus in the 
hrain, and thus occasions sudden death, in many cases. In the other paper 
alluded to, the author relates four cases, in all of which he found inflamma- 
tion of the colon, which he considers a constant attendant upon the disease. 
Besides these articles, the Year Book alludes to a paper upon Cholera 
Infantum, in the United States, as published in New York in 1858, and 
also to a paper published in the Gazette des Hopitaux, in 1858, entitled 
Weaning — its Relations to Cholera Infantum, Perhaps the most valuable 
article yet written upon Cholera Infantum, is by Dr. James Stewart, pub- 
lished in New York, in 1857. This paper, however, is not intended to 
present a bibliography of this subject. In the various medical periodicals, 
there are remarks upon the "Diarrhoea of Infants," which, from the kin- 
dred nature of the diseases, aflbrds much valuable information relating to 
the subject immediately before us. 

Dr. Condie states that ** the disease occurs as an epidemic in all the large 
cities, throughout the middle, the southern, and most of the western States, 
«luring the season of the greatest heats, making its appearance and ceasing, 
earlier or later, according as the summer varies in the period of its com- 
mencement and close.*^ " In the more southern States, it appears as early 
as April or May, and frequently cases of it occur until late in September,'' 

Dr. Copland remarks, "that in some very unhealthy climates within the 
tropkss, the children bom of European parents seldom reach two or three 
years, without having an attack, and in some places scarcely one will sur- 
vive this age, if suffered to remain in them, It is certainly not an infre- 
quent malady among children in the English metropolis." 

Symptoms. — The disease, like cholera, is often preceded by diarrhoea, but 
not onfrequently it commences at once, like cholera morbus, with vomiting 
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and purging, and death sometimes occurs within twenty-four hours. More 
commonly it comes on with frequent diarrhoea, attended with frequent vom- . 
iting, with marked pyrexia, and the case may be protracted from one to 
several weeks, ending in complete irritability of the stomach, collapse, and, 
perhaps cerebral effusions. 

The diarrhoea may linger for months, even, and with the approach of 
cold weather, yield to treatment, or the recuperative powers of the systein 
(nay then, alone, prove adequate to recovery. 

Pathology. — ^This has often been minutely and ably described, and it is 
not the intention of the writer to go into detail, nor could he state anything 
original upon this head, 

In cases of an early death from an attack, it ia known that the mucous 
membrane of the alimentary canal is unusually pale, the liver frequently 
congested — sometimes enlarged, and observers are perhaps unanimous in 
the statement that the mucous follicles of the alimentary canal are enlarged. 
Dr, Horner describes the appearance of the enlarged follicles as '* resem- 
bling a sprinkling of white sand upon the surface of the mucous mem- 
brane." 

In more protracted cases, the mucous membrane of the stomach and 
intestines exhibits evidence of inflammation in red points, and the glandular 
foMides are enlarged. Dr. Horner "fouud the mucous foUicles enlarged, 
and even ulcerated, both in the small and large intestines, and in one case, 
ulcerations of the surface of the membrane in the jejunum. 

Pathologists appear to be united in the opinion that there is present^ at 
firstj merely an enlarged condition of the mucous /oUides, with irritation of 
the mucous membrane, and congestion and enlargement of the liver. At a 
more advanced stage, inflammation of the gastro-enteric mucous membrane, 
with, sometimes, ulceration and softening. 

At almost any period of the attack, the meninges of the brain are liable 
to be involved, and serous, or sero-sanguineous, eflusion to take place, 

Causies, — The disease is known to be almost wholly confined to children 
under two years of age. The mucous follicles of such are " liable to be 
largdy developed," and the mucous membrane is peculiarly sensitive. — 
During dentition, the buccal mucous membrane, as well as the salivary 
glands| perform their functions of secretion with unusual activity; by reiiex 
action, the nervous irritability produced by the pressure of the advancing 
teeth against the gums, or against tha nervous fllliments distributed to the 
gums, would excite the mucous membrane of the stomach and intestineB to 
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morbid acdoa; any indigestible substances taken as food, may increase this 
action, and the relaxing and debilitating efiect of the hot, dose, damp air 
of cholera infantum localities, together with the unascertained atmospheric 
poison absorbed into the system from such localities, complete the condi- 
tions essential to the production of this fatal disease. 

It k well known that during the heat of summer, certain sudden changes, 
m from dry and warm to damp, sultry, '* close ^' weather, will give origin to 
oumerous cases of cholera morbus in adults; it is believed, that in large 
cities* corresponding atmospheric changes arc attended by a large increase 
of cases of cholera infantum among children — that causes which would, in 
sdaiti, have produced cholera morbus, in the more sensitive and impressi- 
ble digestive organs of the child, induce cholera infantum. 

Natitrb. — ^The pathological conditions throw much light upon the nature 
of this affection, rendering it very safe to regard it as essentially, at first, a 
Qottro enteric irritation, passing into gastro-enteritis, with the concomitant 
lesions, involving especially the mucous follicles of the alimentary canal, 
complicated with congestion and enlargement of the liver; and made much 
more virulent by a depraved condition of the blood, induced by atmospheric 
toxaemia. 

Trkatmsnt. — At the onset of an attack, the indications, reasoning from 
the pathology and nature of the disease, are: 

1st. To quiet nervous irritability, whether arising from dentition, or 
other cause affecting any part of the digestive organs, and which, by reflex 
action, may induce vomiting or diarrhoea, 

2d. To arrest the increased secretion and excretion of the mucous folli- 
cles, and thereby arrest another source of diarrhoea and vomiting. 

3d« To control the fever induced by the blood poison, and give the sys- 
tem an opportunity to recover itself. 

4th. At a more advanced stage to guard against collapse, or to arouse 
the system from it when it has supervened. 

5th. The treatment of the sequelas. 

To meet these indications, the following remedies, variously combined, 
have been found very efficient : 

Opium, or its preparations; creosote, calomel and mercury with chalk; 
aromatios, aa aromatic syrup of rhubarb, infusion of cinnamon, or of spear- 
mint; astringents, as rhatany, in some of its preparations, and acetate of 
le^d; 1^ t})^ n^^ l^ a44<^ <}uiQ^ ^PQ> minen|l acids (^|)4 'w^ 
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To a child under two yeara, one twenty-fourth to one sixteenth of a grain 
of pondered opium, may be given, with half a «;rain to a grain of calomel, 
to promote the action of the liver; or where there is not much gastric 
irritation, one or two grains of Dover's Powder, with a grain of mercurial- 
ized chalk, may fulfill the first indication to quiet nervous irritation. 

The addition of a ^rain of acetate of lead, to cither of the above, 
restrains the action of the secretory surface of the intestines, or constringes 
the mucous follicles, and at the same time, perhaps, allays febrile excite- 
ment. 

Creosote is known to have a powerful effect in restraining serous dis- 
charges, and it seems highly probable that its anti-septic properties may be 
of advantage, since the discharges are so often highly putrescent; besides, 
it is often useful in allaying gastric irritation. 

Aromaties, acting as local stimulants of digestive organs, often prevent 
or overcome the want of tone which uivea oriirin to morbid excretion. 

Any successful attempt at arra^ting the diarrhoRa and vomiting, is liable 
to result in nn increase of fever, with great thirst; the profuse discharges 
from the stomach and bowels deprive the blood of its watery part, and in 
this manner, thirst is also induced. 

Ice, given in small quantities, at frequent intervals most happily controls 
the fever, and allays the thirst 

Since the preparation of this paper was commenced, the writer has had 
under treatment a child of some twenty ni -fjth8,Bick with cholera infantum, 
which lay, part of the time, in a semi-unconscious condition, but was dis- 
turbed at intervals by pain, or aroii.<e<l by thirst, and then so eager for 
fluids as to take nearly inditlerently, unpalatable medicines or grateful 
drinks. When a lump of ice was placeci in this child's mouth, with the* 
first cooling sensation, it awoke from its lethargy, and its face fairiy beamed 
with pleasure. From that moment it began to amend, and recovered from 
a ueariy hopeleas condition. 

Dr. Mauran, of this city, relates an instance which occurred to him many 
years ago, when ice was not so much used in practice as now. He wjus 
called to a child neariy in the collapsed stngo of cholera infantum. It was 
vomiting most profusely a dark substance resembling coffee grounds. It 
entreated water from every one who approached, and vomited it instantly. 
Dr. M. called for some ice, and a lump was placed in the child's mouth, and 
retained with great satisfaction. Regarding the case as hopeless, and see- 
ing the comfort the ice afforded, the Doctor sat by and gave it piece after 
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piece, until, in a brief time, the child had swallowed an entire saucer full. 
The ice was continued during tlie night as the child, desired it. This 
patient rapidly recovered. 

The fourth condition, or tendency to collapse, or collapse itself, is, of 
course^ best met with hot applications, cordials and stimulants, if the stom- 
ach will bear them; but too often little remains which can be done with 
mnch hope of recovery. 

In the Transactions of the Medical Society of the State of New York, 
for 1861, is an article upon <* Dermoid Medication,'* which, it is said, "has 
often preyed successful, in cases of cholera infantum, when all other means 
had failed." The skin is first cleansed with soap and warm water, and 
excited by frictions. Then a tlannel, sufiiciently large to cover the abdo- 
men, is saturated with a solution of one scruple of corrosive sublimate, lo 
six fluid ounces of alcohol. The flannel is sprinkled with laudanum and 
laid upon the bowels; over this is placed another layer, saturated with a 
hot infusion of spices. The whole is covered with oiled silk, and suffered 
to remain from twenty-four to forty-eight hours. Ice, iced champagne, 
kc^ to be given internally. 

The seqtieliB are roost likely to be chronic diarrhoea, with anaemia, or 
marasmus. For the treatment of these affections, quinia, or quinia and 
iron, seem most admirably adapted, as the following: 

[^ Quinia; et Ferri Citratis 5 ij 

Syrupi Zingiberis _^-f 5 ^\ 

Tincturne Opii fSss 

MUce, — Dose, half a teaspoonful once in four hours, to a child under 
two years old. 

It is familiar to the profession, that after opiates have failed to restrain a 
diarrhoea, quinia, or quinia and iron, will most effectually accomplish this 
end. In an able article in the American Journal of Medical Sciences, 
No. Ixxxiii, N, S., p. 53, the writer says, of "the more obvious and import- 
ant effects of quiaia, none is of so much importance as its power of giving 
contractile action to the cappillaries. This property of quinia gives it a 
power over almost all forms of venous and capillary congestion, which, 
perhaps, it is impossible to obtain by any other known agent." In con- 
cluding his remarks upon the known antagonistic effects of opium and 
quinia, he says, "he is forced to the conclusion, that they are not so far 
antagonistic that they should never be administered together.'^ — Id^p, 58. 
VOL. 3, NO. 2 — 8. 
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Since the above w^is written, the writer bas met with the followinc; 
extracts, from the Transactions of the Illinois State Medical Society, for 
1860: 

Speaking of the Diarrhoea of Children, Dr. J. 0. Harris says: — **In this 
dise&se, I find that after exhausting all the usual remedies advised by our 
standard authors, and by my brother physicians, that quinine, mfull doses, 
frequently repeated, acted (or seemed to act) admirably. I thought at the 
time that I was pi-escribing empirically, and now do not pretend to explain 
the modus operandi of the remedy. I only know this, that my patient 
recovered under the use of quinine, and I slill prescribe it, when I see no 
particular indication for its use." 

Dr. J. S. Rich of Florida, in an article upon Cholera Infantum, says he 

was remarkably successful in treating it with large doses of quinine. The 

following was given to his own child : 

Ijt Quiniae Sulphatis grs. v. 

Hydrargyri Chloridi Mitis grs. iij. 

Olei Terebinthinae gtt. 3tx. 

Mellis f0j. 

Misce, — Give the whole at a dose. 

After about twelve hours, the same dose was repeated, omitting the calo- 
mel. He sjiyp, " I could not detect any other effect of the quinine than a 
most profound and salutary sleep ; the pulse, which had been much too 
frequent, irregular, thread-like and fiuctuating, became slow as in health, 
and firm; the skin was continually moist, with warm perspiration; the 
kidneys acted inoit copiously; the bowels acted twice, but the last showing, 
that the liver was performing its healthy functions. The most remarkable 
change was the disappearance of the general cadaverous aspect and grave- 
yard odor. The return of appetite and general powers of digestion, was 
extraordinary." — Philadelphia Med, and Surg, Jour,, May 24, 1862. 

The following is a summary of treatment which the writer has found 
happily to fulfill many of the conditions suggested in this paper. 

In the early stages, the following mixture is given, unless there are mani- 
fest contra-indications, including all the ingredients, or omitting those not 
apparently required: 

R Syrupi Acacise f ^ m, 

.Syrupi Rhei Aromatici f§ ss. 

Syrupi Krameriae 5 ss. 

Spiritus Ammoniae Aromatici f5j. 

Tincturae Opii fSss. 

Creosote gtt. iv-vi. 
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Misee. — ^To a child of one year or under, give half a teaspooaful once io 
four hoars» gradaally iacreasiag the dose to a leaspoonful. 

If this does not check the discharges, give at alternate doses, on^twenty- 
fourth to one-sixteenth of a grain of powdered opium, with half grain of 
cabmel, or omitting the first preparation, give the last once in four liours. 
If still more restraining effect is desired, add to the last half a grain of 
acetate of lead. 

At any rtage of the disease, if there is evidence of acidity in the prime 
vise, on^ or two grains of the bicarbonate of soda are added to the above 
powder, of course omitting the acetate of lead, when bicarbonates are 
given. loe, as has been before suggested, or infusion of spearmint, coid, 
when there is not much gastric irritability. If there is much tenderness of 
the abdomen, mustard cataplasms, carefully guarding against vesication, or 
doths wet with mustard and vinegar, peppar-sauce, or alcohol, are applied 
to the abdomen. When there are head symptoms, mustard cataplasms to 
thefeeL 

Dr, Condie states that minute doses of calomel rubbed up with sugar, 
and placed upon the tongue, will allay the vomiting. 

Of course this treatment is not in any manne r intended to suspend the 
paramount advantages to be derived from pure air, or a change of air,wben 
-practicable. — Chicago Med, Jour. 



SARRACENIA PURPUREA AS A REMEDY FOR SMALL-POX. 
Iq a letter to The Tbnes of Tuesday last, Surgeon-Major Logie, Royal 
Hor^e Guards, (Blue) stationed at Windsor, writes that *•*■ Some time ago, 
}>eeiug a paper written by Assistant-Surgeon Miles," of the Royal Artillery, 
on the ctlicacy of the North American plant called the Sarracenia pur- 
purea^ or pitcher plant, in the treatment of small-pox among the Indians, 
my colleague (Mr. Agnis) and myself have given this remedy, which has 
been imi>orted into tills country by Mr. Miles to the house of Messre, 
Savory <fe Moore, a fair trial; and I am happy to say the eleven cas'3s in 
our hands have recovered under its peculiar influence. This remedy I 
consider a boon to the public, for this reason — it is so easily managed ; 
any one can make a decoction or infusion of the root^ like tea. An ounce 
of the root is sliced and infused in a quart of water, and allowed to simmer 
down to a pint; this is given in two tablespoonful doses every four hours, 
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while the patient is well nourished with beef-tea and arrowroot. Four of 
the cases in my hospital have been severe confluent cases; they have 
throughout the disease all been perfectly sensible, have had excellent appe* 
tites, been free from pain, and have never felt weak. The effects of this 
medicine, which I have carefully watched, seemed to arrest the develop* 
ment of the pustules, killing, as it were, the virus from within, thereby 
changing the character of the disease and doing away with the cause of 
pitting, and thus avoiding the necessity of gutta-percha and india-rubber 
applications, or of opening the pustules. In my opinion, all anticipations 
of disfigurement from pitting may now be calmed, if this medicine is given 
from the commencement of the disease. Before leaving this subject, 1 
may here caution the public that the useful part of the plant is its root, as 
recommended by Mr. Miles; and it can only be obtained from Messisrs. 
Savory 6l Moore, to whose house alone it has been imported. With the 
usual kindness of Dr. Gibson, the Director- General, I have been amply 
supplied with it for the use of my regiment. So much am I impressed 
with the eflScacy of it in small-pox over the old mode of treatment that I 
hope to hear of it in every country gentleman's medicine-chest, and before 
long that we shall see no more faces, as describc<l by Dickens, like the inte- 
rior surfaces of sliced muffins.'' — London Lancet, 



PHOTOGRAPHY AND MURDER. 
Under this singular and ominous title an absurd correspondence has been 
going the round of the journals, and has InM^n accepted in some quarters as 
conveying solemn truth of serious import. A Mr. Warner, photographer, 
on reading an account of the murder of Emma Jackson in St. Giles's, 
addressed a letter to Detective Officer James K. Thompson, informing him 
that "if the eyes of a murdered person be photographed withiu a certain 
time after death, upon the retina will be found depicted the last thing that 
appeared before them, and that in the present case the features of the mur- 
tlerer would most probably be found thereon." The writer exemplified his 
statement by the fact of his having, four years ago, taken a negative of the 
eye of a calf a few hours after death, and, upon a microscopic examination 
of the same, found depicted thereon the lines of the pavement on the 
slaughter-house floor. This negative is unfortunately broken, and the 
pieces lost, Mr. Warner states his opinion that the subject is of too great 
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importance and interest to be passed heedlessly by, because if the fact was 
known throagh the length and breadth of the land, it would, in his estima* 
tioD, tend materially to decrease that most horrible of all crimes — murder. 

Mr. Thompson, superintendent of detectives, replies in similarly solemn 
style, capping the marvellous information of his correspondent by a detail 
of circumstantial accuracy. He says: "The secret you convey in your 
letter — photographing the eyes of a murdered person — ^is one of the great- 
eat importance, but unfortunately it is unavailing in this instance, for van. 
ous reasons, three of which I will give you : 1st, life had been extinct some 
forty hours prior to my seeing the body of Emma Jackson; 2d, the eyes 
were closed ; 3d, a post-mortem examination ha^ been made, and she has 
been buried — shell coffin — since Monday last. In conversiug with an era- 
ioent oculist some four years ago upon this subject, I learned that unless 
the eyes were photographed within twenty-four hours after death no result 
would be obtained, the object transfixed thereon vanishing in the same 
manner as undeveloped negative photograph exposed to light. I did not 
therefore resort to this expedient 

The multitude of reasons given by the sapient superintendent of detec- 
tives for not attempting an absurd impossibility will remind his readers of 
the forty reasons of the mayor for the town-gunner not firing a salute, of 
which the first — namely, the absence of powder — ^was held to be sufficient. 
The information derived from the eminent oculist is singularly interesting. 
But, before attempting the photographic feat which is suggested, Mr. 
Thompson might find useful practice in endeavoring to subtract the sound 
of a flute from a ton of coals, or to draw ont the moonshine from cucum- 
ber seeds. Quid vetat ridendo dicerc verum, Mr. Warner has hoaxed 
himself, and the superintendent of detectives takes the name of oculist in 
vain. ** Stone walls do not a prison make,*' and the bars on Mr. Warnor^s 
photograph were not akin to the ])avement of the slaughter-house. Mr. 
Thompson may assure Sir Richard Maync that such n photograph taken 
more than twenty-four hours after death will succeed as well as if taken 
two minutes after — and no better. — London Lancet, 



Action of Quinihk. — ^That quinine is a tonic I have long had reason to 
<loubL Quantities of this valuable drug appear to me to be annually 
wasted in administering it in all sorts of affections 21s a simple means of 
increasing appetite or communicating strength. I consider it a vegetable 
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alkaloid, which, like others of its class, operates on special parts of the 
nervous system through the blood veitseU Why it does so we are i^nor- 
- ant. That vegetable poisons do possess this influence constitutes an ulti- 
mate fact in the science of therapeutics. But in a similar manner to that 
in which opium operates on the brain, strychnine and hemlock on the spi- 
nal cord, and other drugs operate on other parts of the nervous system, so, 
I believe, quinine acts on the ganglionic system of nerves, controlling and 
diminishing those phenomena of fever which physiology has proved to be 
produced by their irritation or injury. — CJ, Hughes Bennett) Lancet. 



Opbkations vor Hard Cataract — Results of Extraction and of 
Depression or Reclination. — ^There are four compilations relative to the 
results of operations upon hard cataract. Their conclusions do not exactly 
correspond, although they do not vary very widely. By adding them 
t<^ether their errors may balance, and the result be a close approximation 
to the truth. 



iBy Extraction. (Failures.! Ratio. 



Frederick Jaeger, - 7'2S 33 lin^ 

Edward Jaeger, - - | 114 I 7 'l in 16 

Arit, ... I 5-10 j -il 1 in 13 

Rivaud-Lanraud - | -4073 | 201 1 in 10 



Total, ... 1 3455 | i?«l 



1 in 12 



Reclination. 


Failtirea. 


- 129 


21 


81 


12 


82 


14 


177 


50 


4G9 


97 



Ratio. 



1 iiiH 
I in? 
I in 6 
linSj 



lin5 



Stated in another form, the numb'jr of failures after extraction of hard 
cataract is eight per cent, while of reclination or couching, the number of 
failures is twenty -one per cent. By failures are meant cases where sight 
was totally lost. After extniction the pupil may be closed, and. for the 
time, sight not be restored; an iridectomy may afterwards impart vision. 
Such cases are not counted failures. In reclination the immediate result 
may be successful, while after a few months chronic choroiditis or retinitis 
may be set up by the presence of the lens in the vitreous humor, and 
eventuate in softeuing and atrophy of the globe. The failures in reclina- 
tion may be more or less remote, those of extraction follow immediately. 
The successes of reclination are liable to a disastrous issue yeai-s after the 
operation; the successes of extraction are permanent — h, d. n. 



U, S, PiiARMACOPffiiA. — We had hoped to have been able to presi^nt a 
notice of this work, which would have been published ere this, but for an 
expected delay of two weeks, arising out of the necessity of getting typ. 
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made for exprening the accentuation in the index, as directed by the Con- 
vention at Washington. The Chairman of the Committee having objected 
to the appearance of any notice prior to publication, we are compelled to 
postpone any commentary, on the Pharmacopoeia until our September issue. 
Meanwhile we have every reason to believe that the book will be published 
about the middle of July, — American Journal of Pharmacy, 
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THE COUKTS AND ERIE COUNTY MEDICAL SOCIETY. 

The County Medical Societies are branches of the New York State 
Medical Society, and have been regarded in former years as essential to the 
interests of the r^ular profession. At the time of organisation, they were 
made by law a protection to the practice of legitimate medicine, but have 
long since by statute ceased to possess any such function. While it has 
been obvious that the organization was of no practical value, it has been 
sustained upon the ground of forming a medium of connection with the 
State Society, and constituting a sort of dividing line between l^itimate 
aod irregular practice. It was supposed that the Society could regulate in 
some degree its own affairs, could at least select its fellows and protect itself 
from what was regarded as improper and unworthy membership. 

By the following section of an. Act passed April 10, 1813, it appears 
that by-laws could be legally made regulating the admission and expulsion 
of members; the Society have always acted under this impression, and 
have formerly been sustained in their action : 

^And be it further enacted, That it shall be lawful for the respective 
Societies to make such by-laws and regulations relative to the a&irs, con- 
cerns and property of said Societies, relative to the admission and expulsion 
of members, relative to such donations or contributions as they or a major- 
ity of the members at their annual meeting shall think fit and proper: 
Provided, That sach by-laws, rules and regulations made by the Society of 
the State of New York, be not contrary to, nor inconsistent with the Con- 
stitution and laws of this State, or of the United States; and that the by- 
laws^ rules and regulations of the respective County Societies shall not be 
repugnant to the by-laws, rules and r^ulations of the Medical Society of 
the State of New York, nor contrary to, nor inconsistent with the Consti- 
tution and laws of this State or of the United States.** 

So far as we are informed the right and duty of the Society to guard 
itself from improper and dishonorable membership was not questioned 
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until withia the last few years, when appeal has been made to the CoUrut 
upon several occasions for admission by those who had been refused its 
fellowship. The virtual decision of the Court, has been to the effect, that 
the physicians belonging to the Erie County Medi(^l Society, have no legal 
right to select their companions; that the Courts have the right to admit 
and retain physicians in this organization, or to expel when their conduct is 
judged by .them sufficiently dishonorable and unprofessional to warrant 
such action. This Society, if a purely legal association, at present affords 
no legal protection whatever; the graduate of a respectable Medical Col- 
lege has all the rights and privileges which pertain to members of the 
County or State Societies, and there is no longer the slightest benefit to be 
derived from these organizations so far as professional assistance, or legal 
protection is concerned. That the Courts should presume to decide who 
are, and who are not, suitable persons for membership in our Medical Soci- 
eties, is one of the most absurd propositions ever presented, and submission 
to such dictation would prove the Societies incapable of self-government 
and unworthy the trusts confided to them. 

We have been deluded in the view that our State and County Socie- 
ties were honorable associations, for the protection and promotion of med- 
ical science, for it appears at length that graduates of medical colleges may 
practice the grossest empiricism, make the most public exposure of their 
charlatanism, obtain the favor and support of the easily fooled, and at 
length after the pretention has grown old, and the rewards of empiricism 
and mountebankry more precarious and uncertain, may assume the ^^ locus 
peneterUuXy^^ and be regarded by the Courts as entitled to all the rights 
and privileges of good fellowship ; that they may do this and yet never 
make any public acknowledgment of their errors, placing so far as the 
masses are concerned, the advocate and advertiser of an exploded and 
obsolete system of pretention, upon an equality with the members of an 
honorable profession. It looks in making a truthful picture as if we had 
some actual life scene to draw from, and were growing personal in our allu- 
sions to the Courts, and to the members admitted through them U) the 
Society. This is not so at all. We do not mean any such thing, It is 
the principle we oppose, and nothing more. If the Courts admit our 
members as they judge proper, and retain them as they see best, offering 
acceptance with all sins unrepented and unforgiven, at leact unacknowl- 
eilged only at the confessional, where the curtain of secrecy is closely 
drawn, then at our next meeting ws expect the Court will admit the few 
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HomeopathistB in the City who hold diplomas from medical colleges, for 
it is now j)retty well settled that they oociipy the **locu8 pmetenticB" as truly 
and as heartily as any other, while in some cases their actual practice is 
snfficiently orthodox for the Judges and Courts, " and surely the door of 
repentance is not shut against them, and they may avail themselves of the 
right and duty to reform." 

The Courts are opening the door of admission to our County Society 
so widely and protecting it so feehly that if it ever was of any practical 
ben^t to the profession, it is now wholly destroyed and the Society is made 
only the medium whereby quackery may obtain better company. To the 
regolar physician it has no value. Indeed it'is astonishing how even without 
this finishing touch of destruction, physicians could so long have respected 
flad sustained this organization, yearly going through the miserable farce 
of electing officers, collecting dues, discussing the by-laws, etc, etc, when 
ID point of fact the soul and spirit of the organization had long since taken 
its departure, leaving only the recollection of its former worth in the minds 
of a few of the " oldest inhabitants," Pity that its skeleton form, could 
not have gone with the pure spirit which once inhabited it, and rested in a 
common and honored grave. 

It may be difficult to make satisfactory disposition of this ghost, but 
present or absent, sustained or repudiated, regarded or neglected, it is only 
the shadow without the substance. The Erie County Medical Society 
protects no interest, redresses no wrong, cultivates no medical or other sci- 
ence, makes now no dividing line between legitimate, honest and honorable 
medical practice, and the grossest forms of pretention and quackery. It is 
capable of evil, but wholly incompetent of good. But why speak the 
truth so plainly of an institution which has been so long respected ? Why 
not let the dead rest in peace ? We are law loving, law abiding citizens, 
and do not propose any conflict with the institutions of law. We do how- 
ever propose for the consideration of the members of Erie County Medical 
Society, the abandonment of an organization which does them no good, 
and appears now likely to do them great harm. A Medical Society whose 
membership is under the control of our Courts and Judges, which pro- 
poses no advancement of medical science, and offers no protection to med- 
ical practice, is a nuisance and a humbug; and sinks into insignificance 
when standing by the side of a voluntary association whose chief object is 
the cultivation and promotion of medical and surgical knowledge, whose 
yoL. 3, KO, 2 — 9. 
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membership is thus far above suspicion, and wholly under its control, in no 
way liable to dictation or interference. 

The County Society once abandoned, dead and buried, its resurrection 
is impossible with its present provisions. The State Society has kept up a 
nearer semblance of life, and as forming a connection with it, the County 
organization may still have its advocates. This is the only conceivable 
argument in its favor, and we are willing it should have its full influence since 
for this loss of communication we have a remedy to propose which may 
be made effectual, but if there is no remedy, it is well, of two evils to 
choose the least. 

We have for a number of years been trying to sustain the integrity of 
this Society, both in the Courts and elsewhere. It has cost us as a pro- 
fession a great expenditure of kind feeling, and has been productive 
of no good whatever. It has seemed to augment and make public 
the differences among medical men, while it has never conferred one single 
advantage upon either party in the contest. Looking at the interests of 
any physicians who have been admitted to membership by force of legal 
process, it has never accomplished for them any good ; it is impossible by 
this process to obtain honorable and cordial fellowship, it is in reality no 
membership at all. 

* < You CAn caU txpiriiM from the rasty di^ep, bat , 
Will they come when yoado caU them? 
That isthe question/* 

The Courts can order membership in Medical Societies, but, will it come 
when they do order it ? that is the question. 

Whoever desires to defend this Society will please send his copy. — 
We have advocated its demise, and briefly indicated our reasons. 



PROVIDENCE INSA.NE ASYLUM. 

We have before called the attention of our readers to the location of the 
Providence Insane Asylum and to the facilities here enjoyed for the care 
and successful treatment of this class of patients; but with its growing im- 
portance to the community, and its increasing facilities for usefulness, 
together with its increased number of inmates, it may be not altogether 
uninteresting for us again to speak somewhat in detail, of .the present con- 
dition and prospective importance of this institution. 

It is now a little over two years since it was consecrated to the care and 
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treatment of the Insane, and placed under the direction of the Sisters 
of Chaiitj. Sister Rosaline Brown has the general supervision, and in a 
great degree to her energy and ability both in its construction and manage- 
ment are we indebted for a most humane, well conducted, and well arranged 
instituUoa for the care of this unfortunate cliiss of invalids. We say in- 
debted, since the blessing is inestimable to those who cannot be properly 
cared for at home, and are obliged to seek the protection of such an asylum; 
not more to them, however, than to the friends by whom they are sur- 
roanded. 

In Bu&lo and vicinity it has been nesessary heretofore to send those who 
required the restraints and moral influences of an asylum, to a distance, 
thus necessitating greatly increased expense and at the same time in many 
cases a great outlay of kind feeling, the separation being so wide and com- 
plete as to be exceedingly painful It is not even now universally known 
that we have in our own city one of the most desirable resorts of the kind 
to be found in this country, and occasionally a patient is sent to the older 
and more over-crowded asylums of the interior or eastern portions of the 
State, more from ignorance of what may be found at home than for any 
love of the " far sought or dearly bought;" but of this there is no ground 
of complaint, since many more who have previously been inmates of other 
iostitutions, now return and choose this, in preference to all others. 

It is located in one of the most healthy and attractive portions of the 
city, in an enclosure containing thirty aci'es of land finely cultivated and beau- 
tifnlly laid out in gardens and walks, with shade trees, groves, &c, &c,, thus 
adding greatly to the beauty and attractions of the place and at the same 
time adfording opportunity for employment for those who are able to enjoy 
it; an item of the greatest importance in the treatment of the diseases of the 
mind. The building contains forfy-two private rooms which are nicely 
finished for the accommodation of paiients and furnished in such style as to 
not only answer for their comfort, but to afford the luxuries and attractions 
of home. These rooms connect with spacious halls and verandas, and in 
this way, freedom from restraint appears complete, and yet the open air is 
obtained, while the greatest safety is insured. The care of the patients de- 
volves almost wholly upon Sisters of Charity, who give their personal at- 
tention to this duty ; very little of this labor is delegated to hired servants. 
It is astonishing to see what perfect control is often obtained by them> 
over even the most violent. Oftentimes five or six strong men accompany 
a patient to the hospital, when the sister in charge manages and controls 
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with kind words, and firm assurances, much better. The restoration of each 
curable case is full of encouragement, of congratulation, and of incentive 
to renewed effort, but the care of the incurable maniac, calls for the ex- 
ercise of the most christian patience and forbearance. 

The two great objects which are mainly in view, are, the cure of the 
greatest possible number of th^se who are admitted, and the tenderest care 
of, and kindest attention to, the comfort, happiness and well being of those 
who are incurable. The first object, the cure, is dependent upon a great 
many circumstances and conditions not under the control of such institu- 
tions. Recent cases of insanity terminate in more or less perfect recovery 
in the majority of cases, if early placed under proper treatment both 
hygienic and medicinal ; while those of long standing are much less hopeful 
It is observed that few instances of perfect recovery are seen when insanity 
has been of more than one year's duration previous to admittance. It is 
laigely the recent and acute cases which terminate in recovery. 

At the present time the medical superintendence devolves upon ourselves, 
and proper or otherwise, it is unbecoming us to speak of its character. — 
The reputation of an Insane Asylum, and of the medical superintendent 
are inseperable, and we hope that nothing may be neglected on our part^ 
which would contribute to the success and prosperity, growth and usefulness 
of this institution. We regard it as a solemn and important trust, com- 
mitted to our keeping by those who have the interests of the Asy- 
lum at heart, and have expressed in this appointment the most 
unbounded confidence in our ability and fidelity. It will be our aim, as 
well as our pride, that the record of recovery stand as high as is consistent 
with the nature of the diseases we have to treat, and we pledge our best 
endeavor for both the cure, and care, of all who may be admitted for treat- 
ment to the Providence Insane Asylum. 

Sometimes we are asked if it is not denominational in character, to 
which we earnestly reply, no, it is not; it is for the accommodation of 
the insane without any distinction. It was not built by any one denom- 
ination, it is not sustained by sectarian favor, it exerts no sectarian influ- 
ence. It is a private asylum for the insane, where all may resort who 
desire, and obtain, we believe, unsurpassed advantages for recovery. 

It is pleasant to see how all prejudice is gradually disappearing from the 
minds of those who know anything of the plan and management here adopt- 
ed ; and we find our rooms and wards filled with patients, who soon become 
greatly attached to those who so kindly minister to their wants. 
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The medical treatmeat of the Insane will constitute a pleasant field for 
observation and inquiry, and though it has been largely cultivated for the 
last few years, still it is open for farther investigation. The hygienic 
management of Lunatics is really one of the most important subjects 
which can engage the thoughts . of those who are entrusted with their 
care. Moral influences are potent for good or evil. It is incredible what 
effects are often produced upon diseased minds by what may be termed 
moral treatment, and though it may be confessed that medicine, as such, 
has only an indirect application to the disease of the mind, still we are 
not without means of xure. Employment, diversion, amusement, social 
opportunity, change of scene, <&c., <&c., is our moral materia medica, more 
powerful for good, in diseases of the mind than the actual materia medica 
in diseases of the body. But of all this we must speak, when by ezperi- 
ence we have grown wise. 



BOOKS REVIEWED. 
A Treatise on Hygiene with special reference to MilHary Service, By 
Wm, a. Hammond, M. D., Surgeon- General U* S. Army; Fellow of 
the College of Physicians of Philadelphia; Member of the Philadelphia 
Pathological Society; of the Academy of Natural Science; of the 
American Philosophical Society; Honorary Corresponding Member of 
the British Medical Association^; Member of the Verein Fur Gemin" 
schaftUche Arbeiten Zur Furderung Der Wissenshaftlichen Heilkunde; 
late Professor of Anatomy and Physiology in the University of Mary' 
land; late Surgeon to and Lecturer on Clinical Surgery at the Baltic 
more Infirmary, etc, etc Philadelphia: J. B. Lippincoit & Co., Nbs. 
715 and 71 7 Market street, 1863. 

The reasons for presenting this treatise to the profession are so well 
expressed in the author's own words that we take the liberty to quote from 
the preface, since it will show the object and design of the work better than 
any other description: 

" K I had not believed that a great necessity existed for a treatise upon 
some of the principal subjects of hygiene, I certainly should not, in addi- 
tion to my onerous public duties, have undertaken the task of preparing 
the present volume. That a growing attention to the subject of sanitary 
science is being manifested, cannot be doubted. The most intelligent mem- 
ben of the medical profession recognize the principle that their efforts 
should be directed more especially to the prevention of disease than to its 
core, and the people, who are rarely slow to comprehend matters which it 
is to their advantage to know, are beginning to appreciate the same fact. 
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But while I do not wish to be understood as at all doubting the efficacy 
of proper medication in the treatment of disease, I am sure that the cura- 
tive influences of hygienic measures have been too much neglected, and 
that drugs, the traditional actions of ^hich have been positively disproved 
by physiological and chemical researches, as well as by the soundest deduc- 
tions from pathology, are too frequently administered through a strict 
adherence to the routine which hinders the development of medical science, 
and cramps the powers of those who labor for its advancement One 
object therefore which I had in view, was to lay before the profession and 
those who contemplate entering it some of the principal facts which bear 
upon the hygienic condition of man in causing, preventing, and curing 
disease. 

But I had a still stronger motive to actuate me. The nation had entered 
upon a war, for the preservation of its liberties, the roost gigantic ever 
undertaken in the history of the world. Hundreds of thousands, from the 
boy to the old man, had devoted themselves to the service of their Coun- 
try — men whose value to the State could not be estimated, and upon whom 
its future greatness, both in war and peace, in a great measure depc^nded. 
Thousands of physicians had been found to take the medical charge of the 
armies created — many of them well known for their professional eminence, 
and others, by far the greater number, young and inexperienced, though 
not lacking the will and the ability to do their whole duty when that duty 
was pointed out to them. Many of these latter have now become fully 
equal to the laborious service to which they have devoted themselves, and 
each month adds efficiency and distinction to the medical corps of the reg- 
ular and volunteer forces of the army. 

In the military service, more than any other, a knowledge of the means 
of preventing disease and of facilitating recovery by methods other than 
the mere administration of drugs is necessary. Armies are often so sit- 
uated that their salvation depends upon the knowledge which the medical 
officer may possess, and it never happens that some important application 
of hygienic principles cannot be made to them by those who are chafed 
with their medical superintendence. 

But though many excellent treatises upon individual hygiene are to be 
met with in the French and German languages, there is not one to be 
found in the English tongue. The little book of Dr. Pickford does not 
profess to go at any length into the subject, and is devoted almost entirely 
to the consideration of the meteorological influences exerted upon health, 
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and to the discussion of points of public hygiene ; and the excellent treatise 
of Prof. Dnnglison has for many years been out of print. As to military 
hygiene, I know of no other book on the subject, in the English language, 
than the capital little manual of Prof. Ordronaux, of Columbia College, 
which, though containing many most valuable hints in regard to the health 
of the soldier, was not intended by its accomplished author as a treatise on 
the subject. 

There was no work then to which I could refer those who came to me 
for information which I had no time to give them as folly as was desirable ; 
and as I had for several years given a large portion of my leisure to the 
study of hygiene — rather, however, in a desultory way than with any sys- 
tematic objects in view — I concluded to devote the hours which would oth- 
erwise have been passed in rest, in preparing a volume upon the more 
important subjects belonging to the science of hygiene, especially those 
which have a bearing upon military service. 

It is not pretended that this volume is complete. There are several sub- 
jects other than those considered, such as Occupation, Exercise, the Excre- 
tions, Marriage, Celibacy, etc^ which I would have been glad to have taken 
up, had I not been convinced that the need for some work on sanitary 
matters was imperative ; and therefore, notwithstanding the imperfect result 
of my labors — the shortcomings of which no one can perceive more clearly 
than myself — I have concluded to stop for the present, and to defer to a 
second edition, should such be called for, the more complete fulfillment of 
my task, by the consideration of topics not only interesting in themselves, 
but important in their bearings upon the health, the comfort, and the hap- 
piness of mankind. 

Moreover, I have been restrained from expressing my views fully upon 
some subjects, for the reason that the immense amount of material which 
has been collected in the Surgeon-Generars oflSce during the past year — an 
amount unprecedented in the annals of military medicine and surgery, and 
more even than is contained in the published medical records of all the 
armies of the world — ^is not as yet so arranged as to be in a form for satis- 
&ctory study, and I therefore preferred, both for my own sake and that of 
the reader, to delay the consideration of points which otherwise I should 
have discussed with insufficient light. Besides, much important information 
might have been given in regard to the relations of medical statistics to 
hygiene, but for the fact that the associated matter would have been in 
many instances of value to the enemy in a military point of view. 
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Since this treatise was commeDced, events have been developed with sur- 
prising rapidity, and, in eonsequenoe, several subjects in regard to which 
opportunities for forming definite opinions had not been afforded, are now 
matters of fact Such, for instance, is that of the adaptability of the negro 
race for all the purposes of war, which, at the time the chapter on Race 
was written, was, in some respects, an open question, but which has been 
recently shown to be no longer a subject of doubt. The opinion then 
expressed relative to the immunity of this race to attacks of malarious dis- 
eases has received additional confirmation from the official reports which 
have lecently come to hand, from which it appears that while the white 
troops are afiected to the extent of 10*80 per cent, with diseases of malari- 
ous origin, the negro troops serving in the same army show only 0*80 of 
such diseases. 

It is only by yielding our opinions to the necessities of the age in which 
we live^ when every science bearing upon medicine is being developed by 
the labors of thousands of investigators, that we can claim the right to be 
regarded as wise physicians seeking only the good of those committed to 
our charge, rather than our own personal advantage. In science we believe 
nothing until it is proven, and even then we should be ready to forsake our 
roost cherished doctrines when the evidence of their instability is forthcom- 
ing. If, therefore, I have been positive in the expressions which are at 
variance with those held by others, it is only because I now believe them 
to be correct. To-morrow I may renounce them all. 

But even in my positiveness, I hope I have not forgotten the proprietiea 
of life, or the forbearance and courtesy which should prevail in all discus- 
sions, especially in those of a scientific character.*' 

The work contains forty-three chapters, under the following heads: 

*^ General Qualifications and Disqualifications of Recruits — Special Qual- 
ifications and Disqualifications of Recruits — Race — Temperaments in Gen- 
eral — Particular Temperaments — Idiosyncrasy — Age — Sex — Hereditary 
Tendency — Habit — Morbid Habits — Constitution — The Atmosphere — The 
Accidental or Non-essential Constituents of the Atmosphere — Physical 
Properties of the Atmosphere — ^Temperature — Light — ^Electricity — ^Water 
— Soil — ^Locality — Climate — Acclimation — ^Habitations — Hospitals — Prin- 
ciples of Hospital Construction — Field Hospitals — Lighting of Hospitals — 
Heating of Hospitals — Ventilation of Hospitals — Barracks — Camps^ — 
Food — Alimentary Principles — ^Physiological and Sanitary Relations of 
Food — Animal Compound Aliments — ^Vegetable Compound Aliments— « 
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AteeBBOTj Food — AlimentatioQ of the Soldier — Clothing — ^The Hygieoic 
Belatioiis of Clothing with the several parts of the Body.'' 

StDoe our readers will have much greater interest in what the Surgeon- 
General has to say upon the use of Alcohol as food, as what he calls acces- 
sory food, than in any other notice we can give of the work, we will quote 
some of his remarks upon that subject, though at the risk of occupying 
considerable space. At the present time, it is certainly a very important 
practical work, and the author shows himself thoroughly acquainted with 
hisi subject, and actively alive to the great interests he advocates and 
dadres to promote; and while we can only copy a few of his remarks 
upon a single subject, we yet earnestly recommend the careful perusal of 
the whole volume. Especially should all the medical officers of the army 
become familiar with its facts and teachings; to them, and to those under 
their care, it is of vital importance : 

^' We see, then, that alcohol, like other substances, is absorbed into the 
blood, and exerts its influence on the system through the medium of that 
fluid. In the next place, we have to inquire relative to the effects which it 
thos produces. 

** Pare alcohol is a violent poison. In the dose of less than one ounce I 
have seen it cause death in a medium*6ized dog, and many cases are on 
record of fatal effects being immediately produced in the human subject 
alter comparatively small quantities had been swallowed. When diluted, 
its effects are not so rapidly manifested, and in this form, when taken in 
sufficient quantity, the condition known as intoxication is produced. Pre- 
vious to this point being reached, the nervous and circulatory systems 
become excited, the mental faculties are more active, the heart beats fuller 
and more rapidly, the face becomes flushed, and the senses are rendered 
more acute in their perceptions. If now the further ingestion be stopped, 
the organism soon returns to its former condition without any feeling of 
depression being experienced ; but if the potations are continued, the com- 
plete command of the faculties is lost and a condition of temporary insan 
ity is indoeed. If further quantities are imbibed, a state of prostration 
foHows, marked by coma and complete abolition of the power of sensation 
and motion. Such is a brief outline of the obvious symptoms which 
ensue upon the use of alcoholic liquors in considerable quantities. When 
taken ia amounts less than are sufficient to induce any marked effect upon 
the circulatory and nervous systems, tber^ ip^ nevertheless, an influence 
VOL, 3, NO. 3-<-l0. 
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¥7bich is felt bj the individual, and which is mildly excitatory of the moral 
and intellectual faculties. 

''But besides these perceptible results of the use of alcoholic liquors, there 
are other physiological effects which flow from their use, far surpassing in 
importance any that have been named, and which mainly render the sub- 
stances in question useful as aliments. 

^We have already passed in review the principal phenomena connected 
with the retrograde metamorphosis of the tissues of the body. We know 
that a certain amount of tissue is decomposed with every functional action 
of the organ to which it belongs, and we at once perceive that, were it not 
for the formative processes which are going on» whereby new material 
derived from the food is deposited, to take the place of that which is 
removed, death would very soon result. It is often important to arrest this 
destruction of tissue, without at the same time lessening the force which 
would otherwise be derived from its continuance ; or it may be desirable to 
obtain a great amount of force from an individual in a limited period. In 
alcohol we have an agent which, when judiciously used, enables us to 
accomplish both these ends, together with others scarcely less important* 
which will be alluded to more at length hereafter. The operation of alco- 
hol will be best illustrated by an example. 

'*Let us suppose that a plowman, laboring twelve hours a day, upon a 
diet consisting of ten ounces of meat and sixteen of bread, finds that he 
loses weight at the rate of one ounce per day. Now, in order to preserve 
his life, he must either take more food or he must lessen the waste of his 
tissues. Meat and bread are both expensive, and he finds it difScult to 
obtain them, or, what is not at all improbable, the quantity he eats is as 
much as he has any appetite for. The alternative which presents itself to 
him is that of working less. If he is his own master, this would be a 
very excellent way of getting rid of the difficulty. He would shorten the 
period of his labor to ten hours, and then, instead of losing weighty he 
would perhaps gain an ounce a day. But it may happen that this alterna- 
tive is not open to him — ^he must work twelve hours a day. In this condi- 
tion of affairs he takes a mug of porter or a glass of wine, or what would 
be worse, a dram of whisky, after his mid-day meal. He finds that he is 
pleasantly exhilarated, his vigor is increased, and he labors on to the close 
of his task contentedly, and when it is concluded, is in better spirits and 
less fatigued than he has been before when his day's work was ended. He 
returns to his home, and, on weighing himself, finds that he has lost but 
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half an ounce. He repeats his beverage the next day; like results follow, 
and, when he weighs himself, he ascertains that he has lost nothiDg. The 
inference therefore is, that the beverage he has imbibed, or some constituent 
of it, has retarded the destruction of his tissues, and has itself aided in 
snppljing the material for the development of the force he has exercised in 
his labor. 

•Now it may be supposed that this is altogether a fancy picture, that it is 
a theory based upon assumptions only, like too many others which encum- 
ber science. In physiology or hygiene we believe nothing but that which 
18 demonstrated, and even then we do so provisionally, with the full under- 
standing in our minds that if to-morrow new facts are brought forward 
which appear to be inconsistent with those upon which a favorite theory 
rests, and which are of greater weight, the hypothesis shall be abandoned 
without hesitation. Let us see, therefore, what evidence we have to sup- 
port the view that alcohol retards the destruction of the tissues and supplies 
material for the generation of force. 

''Many years ago. Dr. Frout ascertained that after the use of alcohol the 
amount of carbonic acid ordinarily excreted by the lungs became considera- 
bly reduced. Within the past few years other investigators have arrived at 
similar conclnsions, and have extended their inquiries to the other excretions 
of the system. Thus Bocker ascertained that under the use of alcohol not 
only was the amount of carbonic acid exhaled by the lungs lessened, but 
there was a very decided diminution in the quantity of urine eliminated 
and in the amount of its solid constituents. 

''My own experiments tend to the same general conclusions as those of 
Booker. They had reference to the influence of alcohol when the food was 
just sufBcient for the wants of the organism, when it was not sufficient, and 
when it was more than sufficient Four drachms of alcohol were taken at 
each meal, diluted with an equal quantity of water. 

"During the^first series, when the food was of such a character and quan- 
tity as to maintain the weight of the body at its normal standard, I found, 
as the result of experiments continued through five days, during which 
time 60 drachms of alcohol had been taken, that the weight of mj body 
had increased from 226*40 pounds to 226-85 pounds, a difierence of '45 of 
a pound. In the same period, the amount of carbonic acid and aqueous 
vapor exhaled from the lungs had undergone diminution, as had likewise 
the quantity of urea and its solid constituents. 
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*<DuriDg these experimente my general health was somewhat disturbed. 
My pulse was increased to an average of ninety per minute, and was fuller 
and stronger than usual, and there was an indisposition to exertion of any 
kind. There were also headache and increased heat of skin. 

'<The inference to be drawn from these experiments certainly is that» when 
the system is supplied with an rbundance of food, and when there are no 
special circumstances existing which render the use of alcohol advisable, its 
employment as an article of food is not to be commended. But there are 
two facts which cannot be set aside, and these are, that the body gained in 
weight and that the excretions were diminished. These phenomena were 
doubtless owing to the following causes : First, the retardation of the decay 
of the tissues; second, the diminution in the consumption of the fat of the 
body ; and third, the increase in the assimilative powers of the system, by 
which the food was more completely appropriated and applied to the form- 
ation of tissue. 

^ The quasi morbid results which followed are just such as would have 
ensued upon the use of an excessive amount of food of any kind, or the 
omission of physical exercise when the body has become habituated to its 
use. If I bad increased the extent of exercise taken, there is no doubt 
there would not have been the undue excitement of the circulatory and 
nervous systems that was manifested. 

^The truth of these propositions is seen in the second series of investiga- 
tions, during which the food ingested was such as I had previously ascer- 
tained involved an average decrease in the weight of the body of *28 of a 
pound daily. Under the use of the alcohol, not only was this loss over- 
come, but there was an average increase of .03 of a pound daily. The 
effects upon the excretions were similar to those which ensued in the course 
of the experiments of the first series." 



Oaatrotomy — Large Abdominal' Uterine Tumor, extirpated by John 
O'EBittr, M. P., F, B. C. S. I. Reported by Richard J. Halton, 
L. R, C. S. I. New York: Printed by Robkrt Craighead, 1863. 

This is the report of a remarkable case of abdominal tumor successfully 
removed by operation. The following extracts are made from the pamphlet, 
which will give many of the facts and circumstances of the case, in the lan- 
guage of the author: 

** Mrs. L., the subject of the present report, was a married woman about 
55 years old, the mother of several children. Seven years ago the tumor 
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fifBt made ite appearance, at that time causing little or no inconvenieDce; 
but as time passed it increased in size> and finally filled up the whole front 
of the abdomen, distending the parts so as to produce great deformity, while 
the pain became considerable, and latterly the constitution began to give 
way altogether. There was a good deal of emaciation, and the lower ex- 
tremitka showed considerable oedema. On examination, the tumor was 
found to be firmly fiixed, hut the parietes were movable slightly upon it. 
There was no evidence of fluctuation, but it was supposed, from its great 
elasticity before the operation, that it contained a number of cysts. As the 
patient "was evidently sinking. Dr. O'Reilly determined to give her the 
chance the operation afibrds, a middling one, according to the general 
opinion of the profession ; but by his theory of the physiological action of 
the organic nervous glands, and the effect of opium thereon, he calculated 
on being able to prevent peritomtts, which is so often fatal after these oper- 
ations. With this intention, therefore, he prepared the patient, and the 
night before the operation gave her forty drops of laudanum, to keep her 
bowels quiet and contracted during the operation. She slept well, and in 
the morning, just before the operation, her pulse was 144. She was cheer- 
ful, perfectly easy, and very hopeful as to the result. On the first of July, 
at 12^ o'clock P. M., chloroform being administered by Mr. James O'Dowd, 
Dr. O'Reilly, in presence of Drs. Nelson, T. 6. Thomas, and myself, com- 
menoed the operation. The first incision was carried from the umbilicus to 
the pubes, and the integuments, muscles, and peritoneum, being divided, the 
tumor was brought into view, and Dr. O'Reilly made an attempt to intro- 
duce a trocar, but without success: he tried in another spot with the like 
result. Indeed, from its feel, it was evidently solid ; so he prolonged the 
incision almost to the ensiform cartilage, and now the parietes, contracted at 
each side, left the tumor exposed. It hid the viscera altogether, and when 
it came to be lifted out it was found to be attached to the uterus, or rather 
the uterus was attached to it behind, and the fallopian tubes embraced it on 
either side. The lateral ligaments were closely attached to it ; in fact they 
formed an all but complete investment, for they stretched out on it appa- 
rently as the tumor increased. There was a great deal of difficulty in 
finding the exact attachments of the tumor, but the principal ones appeared 
to be from the third to the fourth lumbar vertebra, and then extending 
ak>ng the sacro-iliac synchondrosis of the right side— how far down in the 
pdvis may be imagined when I mention the fact that I tied a vessel low 
down in the recto-uterine space : the attachments were partly torn through 
with the hand, partly cut. The principal vessel entered the tumor opposite 
the third lumbar vertebra, and was of considerable size; there were about 
SIX smaller ones: each was tied as it was divided; nevertheless, haemorrhage 
from the numerous oozing-points was considerable. When ihe tumor was 
removed, the abdominal cavity (the lower part of it) was sponged out sev- 
eral times to remove the blood. The edges of the wound were brought 
tog^er first by a deep metallic suture, twisted, embracing the soft parts 
external to the peritoneum; and by a common interrupted suture securing 
the integuments, sticking-plaster being applied in the intervals between the 
BQtares; and finally a towel folded flat» a pad of tow, and a many-tailed 
bondnge, completed the dressing, the two last tails of the bandage being 
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brought down under the thighs, up io front of the gcoin, and fanned there 
to guard against any slipping; and then the patient being thoroughly 
washed, and all traces of blood removed, was carried to bed. She got im- 
mediately a draught containing two grains of opium, aud after half an hour, 
that having produced no apparent effect, she got two grains more. She 
was ordered to take nothing but a small piece of ice, sucked occasionally, 
and to take two grains of opium every third hour, making in all eight grains 
between the hours of one P. M. and nine P. M. She slept about three 
hours after the last dose of the opium, and had no pain of any kind. The 
opium to be continued during the night every third hour. 

<* It is worthy of remark that, during the operation, aU rules laid down in 
books on the subject were entirely disregarded. The window was kept 
open, admitting a free draught The intestines were allowed to come out, 
and they were never touched until the operation being over, when they were 
all lifted in again. Dr. Nelson well remarking that ''the flannel usually em- 
ployed to keep them in was as rough to the delicate covering of the intes- 
tines as a clothes-brush would be to the skin." Vomiting having occurred, 
the stomach was thrown forwards out of the abdominal cavity, as it were : 
its contractions and dilations could be plainly observed. The liver was 
quite healthy. The tumor, which might be called fatty fibrocellular, dis- 
played on section two lai^ lobes of fat, intersected with fibrous bands, 
large sinuses (venous), connected by cellular tissue; it presented very much 
the appearance of a cow's udder, and weighed over thirty pounds. After 
the patient was got into bed, she expressed herself as being quite easy. She 
had suffered no pain; pulse 100; voice pretty strong." 

We quote the record of the seventh day, which shows the termination 
of the case, so far as the operation is concerned : — 

**July 7th. — She took four grains of opium during the night. The 
dressings were removed to-day, as well as the pins and sutures; the whole 
wound was healed by the first intention, with the exception of the lower 
part where the ligatures came out; there is not the slightest pain on pres- 
sure over any part of the abdomen, which is soft and relaxed ; she expres- 
ses a wish to get a beef steak ; she wants to know when she can get up 
and go home (she occupied a room at her sister's residence)." 

Soon after tne record was made, the patient took, upon her own respon- 
sibility, three ounces of cream of tartar, and died in consequence on the 
second day after the partaking of the cream tartar, and the ninth from the 
operation. Dr. O'Reilly remarks that — 

** I am satisfied Mrs. L. might have lived some years had dbe obeyed ray 
orders, and not, in violation of her promise, taken the cream oK tartar. 

It will be recollected that the fact of the cream of tartar actin4[ ^ ^ P^^' 
gative, proved the non-existence of peritonitis." 



The Fharmacopceia of the United States of America. Fourth Dec^St'"^^^ 
Revision, By authority of the National Convention for revising '^* 
Fharmacopma, held at Washington^ A, D, 1860. PhXMdphia: }^^' 
B. LippiNcoTT ck Co. (Price $1,00. V^ 

This work contains the proceedings of the National Convention of ] 8^^^ 
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for revkiDg the Fharmaoopoeiaf with preface and preliminary notices, to- 
gether with the Materia Medica. In the catalogue of Materia Medica the 
names of medicinal substances are given in Latin and English, and synonyms 
in Ei^lbh are added, and a brief description of each article is generally in- 
troduced. The body of the work is devoted to the medicinal preparations; 
the composition and mode of manufacture is given, while therapeutical uses 
and the doses of the various compounds are omitted. This will be con- 
sidered as a defect by those who would lit^e to consult the work for the pur- 
pose of learning the composition, mode of manufacture^ therapeutical uses, 
and dose. It is not, however, possible to include everything pleasant and 
profitable to know of materia medica and of the various medicinal preparations 
in a work of small size, which is cheap and convenient as a book of refer- 
eooe. For the physician who compounds his own remedies, it will be found 
exceedingly valuable, and it contains much which every physician will find 
it desirable to know. It has been corrected and revised until it may now 
be considered a perfect standard. It contains tables of medicines introduced 
into the Materia Medica and dismissed from it, of medicines introduced 
into the medicinal preparations and dismissed from them. It also has a 
table of the changes in the Latin officinal names, and of the changes in the 
position of medicines. It is a condensed and corrected Pharmacopoeia of 
the United States, and commends itself to all those who would be guided 
by the most recent and approved standard. 



BOOKS AND PAMPHLETS RECEIVED. 
A Manual of Instructions for Enlisting and Discharging Soldiers, with 
special reference to the Medical Examination of Recruits^ and the detec- 
tion of disqualifying and feigned diseases. By Robert Bartholow, 
A. M., M. D., Assistant Surgeon K S, Army^ Surgeon in charge of 
McDougcdl General Hospital, Professor of Mil, Med, Jurisprudence, 
Army Medical School. Adopted by the Surgeon- General for issue to 
Medical Officers of the Army, Philadelphia: J. B. Lippincott & Co., 
1863. For sole by Breed, Butler <t Co, 



What is the Modus Operandi of Medicines? Do they produce their 
effects by their Action on the Blood, as taught by all Modern Physiolo- 
gists? or, do they produce their effects by their Action on the Organic 
Nervous System, through the agency of the Blood? The latter question 
etmsidered and affirmatively answered. By John O'RsiLLr, M. D., 
F. R. C. & L 



On Artificial Dilatation of the Os and Cervix Uteri by Fluid Pressure 
from above; a reply to Drs, Keiller of Edinburgh, and Amott and 
Barnes of London. By Horatio R. Storer, M. D., of Boston, ^Sur- 
geon to the Pleasant St, Hospital for Womsn, Member of the Obstetric 
and Medico- Chirurgical Societies of Edinburgh, etc. Re-printed from 
^The Boston Medical and Surgical Joumaip for July 2, 1862, 

Annual Announcement of the Jefferson Medical College of Philadelphia. 
Session of 1863-4 eommmces Monday, October 12th, 
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Lindsay <k BlakistorCs PhysiciaiUs Visiimg List^ Diary^ and Book of 

Engagements, 

The Publishers have been compelled, od account of the greatly increased 
cost of paper and other materials used in making Thb VisiriNG List, to 
advance the price slightly over that of former years. The improvemeDte 
added to the book, however, will, they trust, be regarded by the Profession 
as a full compensation for this necessary change. 

Price, — Prepared for 25 patients, plain, 63 cents, tucks $1. For 50 
patients, plain, 75 cents, tucks $1.25. For 100 patients, tucks, |2. For 
100 patients in 2 vols., Jan'y to June and July to Dec $2.50. 

Dissecting Term at the Universitt of Buffalo. — We desire to call 
the attention of medical students to the time of opening of the Dissecting 
Booms in the University of Buffalo. The announcement of Lectures and 
the Journal advertisement have both given notice incorrectly. This term 
commences the first Wednesday in October instead of the second, thus 
giving ample time for full and complete dissections previous to the com- 
mencement of the Lecture Term. The Demonstrator of Anatomy, Samuel 
W. Wbtmorf, M. D., will give his undivided attention to the instruction and 
assistance of those who attend this important preliminary course, and we 
have no doubt his ability aud energy will make this opportunity of the 
greatest value to all students who would obtain a really practical knowledge 
of anatomy. 

Effects of the Draft upon the Type of last Journal. — The 
drafl took place in our city at the time of the publication of our last Journal, 
and though it was destructive and distressing in its results upon individuals 
and families, yet we have seen nothing which equaled its etfects upon the 
type of our last issue. The conscripts and exempts were about equal in 
number, and the confusion and riot was truly ^ Lachrymal.'' 

TbZABUKT DBPABTMXlfT, 0>^0« OF IkTBBKAL BzWKUX, ) 

Washihotox, June 11th, 1868. f 

Decision of the Commissioner of Internal Bavenue with regard 
TO the Income Tax to be paid by Physicians. — Assessment should be 
made upon all collections during the year 1862, without regard to whether 
the services were rendered during that or previous years. If any profits 
made daring that year and uncollected, remain uncollected when they 
might have been readily reaUzed, and with a view merely to avoid the 
assessment of the tax, they are to be considered as collected, and assessed 
accordingly ; for no evasion of the liabili y of the tax-payer of his duty 
under the law should be allowed to profit him. But merely contingent 
profits, uncollected, the sum not ascertained, remaining open for adjustment, 
are not liable to assessment 

2d. As to << expenses necessarily incurred in carrying on any trade, busi- 
ness or profession,'' physicians cannot be allowed the wear and tear of 
horses, carriages and harness, any more than they can of their own consti- 
tutions, or of their health, necessarily injured in the practice of their voca- 
tion ; but any incidental expenses, such as the feeding of horses, hire of 
servants, and such like, are to be deducted from their income. 
Very respectfully, 

Jo»PB J. Lewis, 0<tmnU$$ioH4r, 
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ORIGriSrAL COMMUNICATIONS. 



ART. L— Spotted Fever--Br E. W. Jenks, M. D., Stur^, Mkh. 

Doriog the last winter and spring a new form of disease has prevailed 
in different parts of the country, which has by common consent received 
the name of ** spotted fever." In this immediate vicinity I saw no cases; 
ten miles from here, in La Orange county, Ind., the disease prevailed to 
quite an extent; a number of cases proving suddenly fatal. In other por- 
tions of Northern Indiana the disease was more common and still more 
fatal. 

My own preconceived ideas of the disease, from what I had heard, were 
that it was a variety of typhus. The first case t saw perplexed me exceed- 
ingly, and I was ready to call it either typhus or cercbro spinal meningitis. 
From repeated observation I am convinced that it was neither one or the 
other, bnt a distinct and peculiar disease, having its own peculiar morbific 
cause and phenomena. 

Without giving a history of each individual case, I will give only the 
general characteristics of the disease, as it presented itself to me; among 
the moet striking of which, were the suddenness of attack, and in fatal 
cases, the sudden fatality. Most of the patients were attacked with a chill 
following which would be the sudden occurrence of headache, mostly in 
posterior region of the head, with severe spinal pain, sometimes extending 
to the limbs. Soreness of the fiesh of all parts of the body was complained 
VOL. 3, KG. 3 — II. 
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of in almost every instaDce, so as to elicit tokens of suffering whenever the 
patient was moved, even in those cases where there appeared to be almost 
complete stupor. In the majority of cases the head was drawn back, and 
no proper amount of force could bring the chin to the breast Imme^li- 
atelj following these symptoms, and in some cases simultaneous with them, 
was the characteristic eruption, which was of a dark purple color, non- 
elevated, and not receding upon pressure ; there would also be some lighter 
colored spots, making a gradation of color from the dark ecchymoid spotp, 
to those of a light red. There was no uniformity in the size of these spots, 
some were not larger than a pin's point, while some were one-half to three- 
fourths of an inch in diameter. In one case I saw, in addition to the spots 
I have described, several large elevated spots, of the size of a twenty-five 
cent piece, of very dark color, presenting outside of the dark color a blis- 
tered appearance. Dr. Fletcher, of Lima, Ind., informed me that in sev- 
eral instances he observed these elevated blistered spots. 

There was sometimes vomiting in the commencement of the attack, with 
an abhorrence of food. I neither observed or heard of any case of diarrh- 
oea or abdominal tenderness; in every case there was obstinate constipa- 
tion. The febrile symptoms varied, in the sudden fatal cases none followed 
the chill, but the pulse was feeble and the skin cold. In none of the cases 
was there a strong, full pulse, and the heat of the surface was less in all 
cases than is usually observed in acute diseases. Dr. George Fletcher, of 
Lima, Ind., with whom I saw some cases of this disease, and to whom I 
am indebted for an account of some of his observations, says that in one 
case which recovered, the patient lost permanently the use of one eye, there 
being complete amaurosis. In another case there was strabismus and cur- 
vature of the spine, which continued at last accounts, several months after. 
In one fatal case I saw, there was swelling of cervical and sub-maxillary 
glands. There was not complete delirium in any case, the tendency was 
more to stupor than delirium ; the patients could usually be aroused so as 
to give intelligent answers to questions; in all fatal cases the patients died 
comatose. 

In one case only was I permitted a post-mortem examination. The 
patient, a girl aged 13, went to bed at night apparently well; getting up in 
the night to obtain a drink of water she suddenly lost the use of her 
limbs. Her parents not hearing her return to bed, got up and found her 
on the floor; she said she could not walk, and complained of cold, head- 
ache, and soreness of limbs. I saw her the next morning ; she was lying 
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with her bead thrown back, the surface of the body was cold, and covered 
with the characteristic symptoms; the pulse was slow and feeble, the 
pupils were dilated, the bowels were neither distended or tender, — 
She was in a state of stupor, yet when aroused would complain of severe 
pain in head, back and limbs. The next day there were more febrile symp- 
toiDB, yet at no time as manifest as is usual in acute diseases. In this case 
only did I see any glandular swellings about the neck. She remained in 
aboat the same condition until the third day, and then died comatose, 
Aatopsy was made twelve hours after death. The brain was found very 
mnch congested, the veins being distended lo their utmost capacity; 
there was a small amount of serum effused at the base of the brain 
and there appeared to be a slightly softened condition of the upper portion 
ol the spinal cord. The left cavities of the heart were entirely empty, 
while those of the right side were filled with very dark colored blood, with 
small amount of coagula. The dependent portions of the lungs only were 
congested, otherwise they had a healthy appearance. I regret that I was 
not allowed time to examine the abdominal viscera. 

Without giving the details of treatment in any of the cases of <* spotted 
fever," I would merely say that the treatment most successful, was upon 
the sustaining pkn, viz : brandy, quinine, beef tea, and tincL ferri mur. 

The mortality of spotted fever was very great; in the majority of fatal 
eases they were speedily fatal ; the commencement of the attack was the 
time to be watchful; those patients that lived several days were quite apt 
to recover, although recovery was very slow. 

The nomenclature and pathology of this disease have been subjects of 
much disputation. Many medical men have denied the existence of such a 
disease. Some have called it by one name, and some by another. I have 
been unable to find in any medical work a description of the disease as it 
presented itself to my notice. I do not find it mentioned in any work on 
the Practice of Medicine. Dr. Bartlett, in his work on ''Fevers in the Uni- 
ted States^" speaks of a disease which prevailed in New England between 
the years of 1807 and 1815, which was commonly called spotted tever 
and was supposed by some writers to be the true typhus. Dr. B» says, "It 
is very certain that in many important particulars it bore a striking resem- 
Uance to true typhus. This resemblance is noticed by most writers upon 
the disease. Dr. £lisha North called it a new petechial typhus. Dr. Hale 
of Boston, regards the disease as it prevailed in Oardiner, Maine, in 1814, 
as a congestive fever." "It is not easy," says Dr. B., "at the present day, 
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Upon snch evidence as we possess, to decide with any confidence upon the 
pi'ecise character of the spotted fever of New £ng]and«" Dr, Bartlett^a 
conclusions of the spotted fever of New England, from all information he 
could obtain of the disease, were such as might be proper to conclude of 
the spotted fever of this vicinity, viz : ^* that it belongs to that cla&i of uew 
and more or less temporary epidemics, each having its peculiar character, 
marked by its peculiar phenomena, and depending upon new and peculiar 
combination of unknown morbific influences, which have always from time 
to time made their appearance, rather than to the class of established and 
permanent maladies," 

While engaged in writing this article, my attention has been called to 
quite an elaborate paper upon " Spotted Fever as seen in the vicinity of 
Philadelphia in 1853," by Dr. W. W. Gerhard, included among the 
^Transactions of the College of Physicians of Philadelphia," and published 
in ''The American Journal of Medical Science," for July, 1853. 1 am 
extremely gratified that my own views and limited observations of the dis- 
ease correspond so closely with such high authority. I would commend 
the paper to all who wish to investigate this disease, but more especially to 
those who have questioned its existence, this paper coming from such an 
authoritative source will help dispel all such doubts. 

This paper of Dr. Gerhard's is the first I have ever seen in print 
describing "spotted fever," so as to correspond with the disease as it pre- 
vailed in this vicinity. My own views of the pathology, diagnosis, and 
noneuclature of the disease sure given in this paper, and since the publica- 
tion of it I can add nothing more appropriate than is given in the language 
of Dr, Gerhard. He says, <* Although the proof of spotted fever being a 
<* blood disease, is to my mind conclusive, it must not be ascribed to an im- 
''poverished condition of this fluid from innutritious or deficient food, as 
« none of the patients whom I saw were in a condition of actual poverty, 
** and a large majority belonged to a class amply supplied with all the com- 
*• forts of life." 

« The disease indeed, is one which I shouki place in the list of rare 
" peculiar disorders, evidently depending upon diseased conditions of the 
''blood, which occasionally show themselves; they last for a time, then dia- 
'< appear, but are not sufficiently permanent in their attacks to find a place 
^in the regular treatises on the practice of medicine. The diagnosis 
<« becomes easy to one who has become familiar with the disease, from the 
«' individual physiognomy of the patient. There is a peculiar dusky hue, 
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'^and an expression of stupor conjoined with the eruption which character- 
^ize the disease at once, especially if we add to these signs the cerehral 
"symptoms of the disease. 

** Inasmuch as this disease is attended hy no definite anatomical lesions, 
''the appellation given to it more than half a century ago by Dr. Gallup, 
''and others in New England, of spotted fever, should be retained. It is 
*'8afScientIy characteristic and involves no doubtful point in question. The 
**on]y objection to the term is that the disease may be confounded with 
''epidemic typhus or ship fever, in which the whole body is also covered 
" with spots, but these constitute a real exanthema, .and are, of course of a 
"totally different character and aspect from the eruption of spotted fever, 
"The latter is little else than a hemorrhagic effusion, very like that of 
"scurvy 

''The most important remedies are stimulants. The necessity for stimu- 
"lation is based upon the rapid loss of force which takes place in tl^is dis- 
"ease. The disease I believe to be produced by some unknown cause, 
" which we may call poison, if we choose, acting upon the body. A certain 
"time is required for the elimination of it from the system, and during 
"this time we must support the strength by appropriate food and stim- 
'^alants," 



ART. II. — Case occurring in Stanton Military General Hospital — Surg. 
John A. Lidell, U. S. V". in charge. Gun-shot Wound of Head; 
Punctured Fracture of right Parietal Bone — Recovery. Reported hy 
Wm. II. Gail, Medical Cadet U. S. A. 

Corporal Ezra Scarborough, Co. G, 1 5th New Jersey Volunteers, admit- 
ted to Stanton Hospital May 6th, 1863, aged 34 years, and of robust con- 
stitution; was wounded in battle at Fredericksburg May 3d, 1863, by a 
musket shot; fell down insensible on the receipt of the injury, and remain- 
ed unconscious for some time — how long he does not know. Examination 
disclosed a gun-shot wound of the scalp, near the vertex, aud a little to the 
right of the median line, complicated with depressed fracture of the skull 
in the same locality. The depressed portion of bone was about one inch 
long by one-half of an inch in width, and was located in the right parietal 
bone, on the vertex near the sagittal suture. Amount of depression about 
one-fourth of an inch. The left lower extremity and the left arm were 
both paralyzed at the time of his admission. Could flex the fingers of the 
led hand a little, but in no other respect could move any part of the 
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extremities; paralysis was of motioD, and not of sensation; the muscles of 
the face were not paralyzed, and he protruded his tongue well; he exhib- 
ited some confusion of intellect, some tardiness in answering questions, but 
was not delirious. Complained of some headache, a dull pain shooting 
from the wound towards the nght eje; pupils contracted and symmetrical, 
but sluggish to stimulus of light ; no unnatural heat of head ; pulse about 
seventy per minute, soft and full; skin soft, moists and natural in tempera- 
ture; bowels confined; has never vomited; wound was already suppurating* 

Treatment — cut off the hair close; water dressing to wound; ice bag to 
head, a saline purgative, and a low diet. Under this treatment the case 
progressed favorably ; had slight headache almost continually ; there was a 
constant tendency to constipation, so that it was frequently necessary to 
administer purgatives. 

By the 15th of May, the paralysis had diminished so much that he could 
flex the left elbow. At this time his bowels did not move without the aid 
of medicines; pupils still contracted and sluggish; pulse ranges from sixty- 
five to seventy per minute. 

May 25th. — Has recovered good use of the lefl arm, but it is not yet 
as strong as the other ; the depressed bone is partially elevated ; pupils not 
contracted, but sluggish; pulse continues to range from sixty-five to seventy. 

June 7th. — A fragment of the fractured bone has become detached^ and 
was removed this morning ; it proved to be a piece of the internal table 
of the skull, nearly one inch in length by one-half an inch in width; the 
dura-mater became visible at the bottom of the wound, together with the 
pulsations of the brain; pupils natural in size, and contracting readily 
under the stimulus of light; tongue clean; secretions normal; wound sup- 
purating properly, looks healthy, and has already contracted some; ice 
bag discontinued ; other treatment same as before. 

June 12th. — Pulse has risen in frequency from fifly-five to eighty; 
paralysis of left leg diminishing in a marlfed degree. 

June 24th. — Paralysis continues to diminish; has complained of head- 
ache at irregular intervals, especially if the bowels were confined. 

July 8th. — Wound of head gradually closing up; pulsations of brain no 
longer visible; patient begins tOi leave his bed. 

July l7tL — Two small pieces of bone detached, and lying in bottom of 
wound, removed to-day ; patient doing well in every respecL 

August 1st — Patient doing well ; wound of scalp nearly closed ; walks 
with the aid of a cane. 
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Avgnat l7th. — Patient left the hospital on furlough. 

These cases are submitted without comment. The great diversity of 
opinion existing, and that has existed among the most eminent surgeons the 
world has ever produced, regarding the operation of trephining, induces me 
to present them without remark, and let every one draw his own con- 
doaions. 

The cases are interesting; the history complete and impartial, and may 
serve to illustrate the truth of Listen's aphorism, that ''no injury of the 
head is too slight to be despised, or too severe to be despaired of." 



ART. III. — Abstract of the Proceedings of the Buffalo Medical Association. 

Tuesday Evening, September Ist, 1863. 

Dr. Congar, President, in the Chair. Reading of the minutes of the 
last meeting postponed. 

Dr. Oay remarked that he would attempt to entertain the Association 
for a few minutes, if no one else had anything special to present, with the 
subject of Fractures. 

Fracture of the lower end of the radius (colles fracture) was quite com- 
mon, but he had recently seen one complicated with dislocation of the ulna. 
Had looked through " Hamilton on Fractures and Dislocations," and found 
that such accident is not recognized. Thought possibly this might be due 
to accident rather than design. Would not speak at length of the treat- 
ment adopted, as it would not interest the Association. Used a modifica- 
tion of Hamilton's splint, and thought there could be no belter. 

Would inquire if any member of the Association had used Malgaign's 
apparatus, consisting of a ring with a pointed screw which is made to pen- 
etrate to the bone, and thus insure complete apposition of the displaced 
fragments. Thought it might be useful in cases of fracture of the tibia 
and fibula, with displacement of the upper fragment of tibia. 

Also remarked that fracl.ure of the neck of the thigh bone in young per- 
sons was regarded as a very rare accident. He had recently seen one such 
case. 

Has had some experience in the treatment of fracture of the davide. 
GeneraUy uses adhesive plaster. Has observed in the treatment of frac- 
tures generally that the position is best in which is the least pain, and pro- 
poses to dispense with constraining retentive apparatus; bones would grad- 
oally assume proper position and unite with good results. 
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2)r. Crony n remarked that possibly a do-nothing plan of treatment 
would do well in some cases, but thought Dr. Gay would do well to con- 
sider the diflferences in the different points of fracture of the clavicle, other- 
wise he would have deformity and possibly suit for mal-practioe. Related a 
case where the figure of eight bandage was carefully applied, and though 
the patient was very restless and impatient, yet the recovery was complete 
and without deformUy. Spoke also of the different plans of treatment 
applied to fractures, and thought that no one, could be made applicable to all 



Dr White said, that fearing silence on the part of the members might 
be construed into endorsement by the Association of the views expressed 
upon the subject of fractures, he would make a brief reply, though he was 
sorry that some one more engaged in this department than himself should 
not be willing to conduct the discussion. In our efforts to improve we 
must be careful that we do not revolutionize. It appeared conclusively 
settled, that in oblique fractures some sort of retentive apparatus was not 
only conducive to comfort, but actually necessary to insure favorable 
result. He would not be very strenuous as to the kind, but that broken 
bones should be supported by some sort of retentive dressing, there could 
be no doubt. Young practitioners should not be deceived with the state- 
ment that an easy position was a safe and proper one, and that broken 
bones would always assume, unaided, a proper and natural position. If 
displacement had been produced, a careful adjustment should be made, and 
efficient measures adopted for retention. It was not always necessary to 
make immediate adjustment; the provisional callus, as it is called, is formed 
gradually, and previous to the eighth day final adjustment may be made, 
considerable indulgence granted until tliat time; but bones which have been 
badly displaced have no power or tendency voluntarily to assume a position 
from which they have been violently removed and return prevented by 
inflammatory effusions or mechanical obstacles. If it is only intended to 
say that we have been instructed to depend too much upon apparatus, 
and have used it unnecessarily, objection will not be t^iken ; but if Dr, Gay 
intends to say that we do not require any at all, then he is holding to 
extreme views and cannot be sustained by the experience of the most exten- 
sive and accurate observers. 

Malgaigne's apparatus, to which Dr. Gay referred, so far as he knew, had 
never been adopted by any surgeons of this country, and Malgaigne him- 
self on account of his extreme views and practices had been denominated 
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by the profession of his own country, the Tiger of Surgery. To speak 
favorably of an apparatus so harsh and painful in its application, designed 
to compel coaptation of bones by the most powerful mecbanical force, and 
in the next sentence propose to dispense will all retentive apparatus upon 
the ground that bones would gradually assume a natural position, volunta- 
rily, and unite without deformity, is advocating the two extremes at the 
same time, both of which are manifestly untenable. 

Dt White also remarked, that the case of vulvo-vesical fistula, reported 
at a previous meeting, the result of which was at that time uncertain, had 
terminated favorably, and the patient now sleeps tbe entire night or rides 
from Niagara Falls, her place of residence, to this city, retaining her 
urine. It would be recollected that a flexible catheter was used instead of 
the one recommended by Dr. Sims. It was fastened to the thigh by adhe- 
ave plaster, so as not to become displaced. Thought this would answer 
equally well in almost all cases. 

Dr, Jawten related a case of a young girl, fourteen years old, whom he 
was called . to visit with Dr. Felgemacher. Found pulse small, lips blue, 
and complaining of severe pain in the left breast. Prescribed whisky and 
morphine. Dr. F. thought it was fictitious altogether — was because she 
did not like to be confirmed in the church. Prescribed for cyanosis. The 
child 30on died, and they did not know the cause of death. No post- 
mortem examination permitted. 

J)n Gay related a case where a boy fell, striking upon the belly, and 
was dead in twenty minutes. Post-mortem examination not allowed. 

Dr. Jansen mentioned an instance of sudden death after being run 
against by a car. The body was not bruised. Death took place immediately. 
Upon post-mortem examination the liver was found divided completely. 

Lr, Lockwood introduced the subject of diarrhoea and dysentery, and 
spoke of its general prevalence in severe form, and also cholera infantum. 
Belated the particulars of one case of dysentery which proved fatal, and 
appeared wholly beyond control by medication. He gave two grains 
opium and half a grain of calomel every two hours, and at the same time 
anodyne injections; but opium seemed to exert no influence in suspending 
the discharges, or the mercury in changing their character. The dejections 
were slime, with but little blood. Later in the disease gave stimulants 
freely. One injection was composed of nit. silver grs. x ; water |i. This 
produced considerable pain, and was attended by no benefit, 
vou 3, NO. 3 — 12. 
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The disease bad appeared with him in its more intractable form, and 
many severe cases bad come under bis care. He bad made use of the 
more common and also of the uncommon remedies, and had seen his cases 
terminate favorably in almost all instances, yet had been constantly under 
the impression that the disease was generally assuming a very persistent 
type. Had introduced the subject for the purpose of learning tbe opinions 
of others concerning it. both of its nature and proper treatment. 

Dr. Wyckoff related one case seen with Dr. Storck, After the first visit 
Dr. S. took charge of the patient. When first visited he had been having 
dysenteric stools for some hours; was in great pain, had chills, fever, tenes* 
mus, and the ordinary symptoms of dysentery. After Dr. S. had been 
with him about half an hour he passed at once two quarts of brine water. 
Ordinary treatment was adopted, or what he calls ordinary — opium and 
calomel. The peculiarity of the case was the combination of symptom}^. 

Dr, Mochester said there was unquestionably a great deal of diarrhoea 
and dysentery, some cases mild, and requiring little treatment, and others 
severe, like the ones described. He had lost some patients, and found the 
disease very intractable. His treatment had been of various kinds, and be 
had grown skeptical as to the influence of medication. Thought there was 
not more successful treatment than the saline cathartic and opium plan, 
especially in cases of febrile action. The sulphuric acid treatment which 
he had tried both in private and hospital practice, signally failed. Some 
times he had seen the disease in malarial form, requiring quinine for its 
cure, which he gave with opium. He often prescribed grain doses of mor- 
phine with calomel, with good results. Opiate suppositories were often 
very useful. Saline cathartics with opium would usually control the dis> 
ease, but intractable cases would occur to every practitioner. If he was to 
give preference to any one plan, it would be after saline cathartics to give 
opium and quinine. 

He had also tried in hospital a plan of treatment recommended by Dr. 
O'Shannesey of India. It consisted in administering ipecac in full doses — 
in one or two dram doses, emises to be prevented by previous administration 
of a full dose of tine, opium. The opium did not prevent vomiting in 
the cases he had tried. The reasons for not trying it in private practice are 
sufficiently obvious. It had also been said by Dr. Buck of New York 
that the disease had been cut short by this plan of treatment, who gave 
illustrative cases, one of which was, a woman who had been sick ten days. 
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After the adoptioD of this plan, convalescence commenced immediately. 
Had himself had but little experience in this, and had only mentioned it 
thinking others may have had more. 

Dr. Wyekoff spoke favorably of the cathartic plan of treament in 
adults; thought more highly of it than of any other. Had never adopted 
it with children. 

After a spirited discussion concerning the time of publishing the pro- 

oeedings, voted to adjourn. 

J. F. MiNBR, Secretary, 
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THE COURTS AND COUNTY MEDICAL SOCIETIES. 
Tb tte Editor Baffalo Medical and Surgical Journal : 

Sir: — ^In the last (September) number of your valuable Journal you 
have an editorial advocating the abolition of the Erie County Medical 
Society, in the closing sentence of which you challenge the defenders of 
the Society to "send in thoir copy.'* Though among the youngest of her 
knights, and perhaps the weakest, I pick up the gauntlet, and will at least 
show my devotion by shivering a lance in her favor. 

You commence, in a very impersonal vein, to discuss the legal status of 
the County Societies of this State, but soon dropping this mood you make 
the Erie County Society do duty for the whole, and, as you advocate its 
boDorable sepulture, I suppose you mean to write requiescat in pace over 
sU of them. Let me restore the discussion to its original broad basis, and 
proceed to examine the question from this stand- point. I do this the more 
readily, because you claim to be contending for a principle, and not for a 
peisonal pique. 

Now in the outset you say in effect that these Societies were formerly 
useful and honorable institutions, rightly endowed with the power to regu- 
late their memberships and prescribe the rules of honorable professional 
standing. There, Sir, I am happy to agree with you, and beg leave to 
start the discussion from this common ground. If we are to advocate the 
abandonment by the profession of these Societies, which for half a century 
have been considered its honor and safeguard, it behooves us for the honor 
and dignity, no less than for the learning and usefulness of our calling, to 
make sure that we do so upon good and sufficient grounds. After a caze- 
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ful reading of your article I can find but two reasons alleged for this pro* 
posed dissolution, which I take the h'berty to condense, as follows : 

1. — ^**The Courts have opened the door of admission so wide, and pro 
teoted it so feebly that the Society is made only the medium whereby 
quackery may obtain better company." 

2. — ^Therefore these Societies are become useless, and <^ protect no inter- 
est, redress no wrong, cultivate no medical or other science, make now no 
dividing line between legitimate, honest and honorable medical practice 
and the grossest forms of pretension and quackery." 

Now this, (which I believe a fair digest of you argument,) is a clear non 
sequUur, and reminds me of, 

Jf^or— Omnei Parisii tant Galli. 
Miner— Omnw Galli sunt ayes. 
JSrgo—Omnn Fariail sant ares. — Q. >. d. 

No matter how many members the Courts may admit to our Societies 
they will have all the immunities and privileges the Legislature, by its 
enactments, may guarantee them. The number of members has nothing 
to do with the privileges of those members. There can be no organization 
having a legal existence, over which the judiciary shall not have jurisdiction 
when appealed to by individuals who claim to have been wrongfully 
excluded from its benefits. They possess and exercise this power over all 
organizations, religious and secular. Individuals expelled from Christian 
churches have been re-instated by the Courts;* yet no one claims that mem- 
bership of a church confers no benefits, or that Christianity holds out no 
hope of Heaven. This supervisory jurisdiction of the Courts is a very 
Deoeasary safeguard of our liberties, and however much we may dislike it 
as physicians, we are bound to uphold and defend it as patriots. But it 
does not seem to me that our Courts have, as a rule, shown any disposition 
to relax the conditions of honorable standing in the profession. Not that 
they may not have rendered wrong decisions, and been the means of forc- 
ing upon us unworthy associates, but I believe every such case has arisen 
from a misapprehension of facts, rather than from an unworthy animus. 
I should be loth to believe that our judiciary, or even a majority of the 
members of the legal fraternity, were in favor of supporting quackery, or 
wished in any way to derogate from the true dignity of our profession. 
And in support of this position I may cite you to a decision published in 
your August number, which, whatever may be its justice as to matters of 

* Tbit of eoune appUei to the tempore^, not Uie sptrUwil aflTain of the church. 
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fact, certainly affirms in clear terms the right and daty of our Society to 
jealooBly guard its doors from unworthy intruders. There is too much 
parallelism between the two professions to permit us to suppose our Judges 
in any degree leagued with, or in favor of, quackery. And the manner in 
which they have maintained the dignity of their profession, amid similar 
diaoouragements to those we have labored under, merits our respect. Both 
professions have been made the subject of Legislative interference, and it is 
to that body we must address our grievances. I am not writing to defend 
the Courts, but to show that if our field has been made common property 
it is rather because the Legislature has torn down the fence than because 
the Courts Iiave opened too wide the gates. Let us transfer then the onus 
opprobrii from the expounders, to the makers of our laws, and your argu- 
ment will at least be logical in its sequence, whatever may be thought of 
its validity. Viewed in this light your argument is the same in effect, 
which has been used against the County Societies ever since the sweeping 
enactments of the Legislature of 1844. Previous to that year our pro- 
fession had been hedged about by a high wall of law which effectually 
prevented access to its ranks without due preparation, and at least the sem- 
blance of fair fame. Yet I should be sorry to believe that there is not as 
mach honor and dignity among us now as among our predecessors then. 
But much misapprehension exists as to the nature of the change made in 
our legal conditioa by the law.< of that year. While it is true that any 
person may practice medicine who can get patients to employ hira, it is 
not quite true that ignorant pretenders are placed by the law upon an 
equal footing with regularly educated physiciaos. On the contrary the 
distinction between these two classes is distinctly made and maintained. 
An irregular practitioner is liable for mal-practice to both criminal and 
civil prosecution; a regular physician to the latter only. A regularly 
qualified physician may teach his profession — an irregular cannot By the 
terms of the charters of the various colleges, (including I believe the 
Homoeopathic and Eclectic,) certificates of study with a <' physician duly 
qualified to practice his profession" are necessary preliminaries to the recep- 
tion of a degree. Though as philanthropists, as well as physicians, we 
ought to desire that no one should be allowed to interfere with the human 
frame unless duly educated and qualified, we are not to conclude too has- 
tily that all is yet lost I cannot do better than to quote here the conclus- 
ion of a report made to the Kings County Medical Society and published 
in the transactions of the State Society in 1858. It says: ''But what 
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positive advantages, it is asked, remain to those who comply with the 
requirements of the law? We answer, the advantages of safety and 
honor, of protection and privilege. The consciousness of rectitude, possi- 
bly the opportunity and means of improvement given or received. In 
short, all that was ever connected with these Societies, except the monopoly 
of the trade," 

Do not imagine that I have even the slightest desire to defend our law- 
makers from your just indignation for a course of legislation which seems 
admirably calculated to exalt quackery, and delusion, at the expense of the 
legitimate medical profession ; far be it from me to undertake so ungrateful 
a task. But I do maintain that they have not been successful in this end. 
I maintain that the honor and dignity of our profession are things innate, 
and inherent, and far above and beyond all legislation. No man shall go 
beyond me in upholding the true nobility of our calling, or in striving to 
keep its ranks free from unworthy intruders, but I cannot believe that pro- 
hibitory laws constitute ^the only means of purification, or confer the only 
dignity and honor. If it be true that our County Societies '^protect no 
interests and teach no medical or other science," then it may be pertinent 
to ask what has become of the spirit of professional courtesy and pride 
which ought to exist among their members ? If our edifice is yielding to 
the assaults of quackery, something must have been lacking in our defence, 
and we may not unprofitably ponder upon the language of the ancient 
orator : 

^NoB antem viri fortes statisfacere reipublicae videtnur, si istius fur- 
orem ac tela vUemus,^^ (for reipublicae read societies,) We must have 
been too much intent upon individual gain, and too little upon those inter- 
ests of the whole fraternity which ought to be our jealous care. 

But I deny the conclusion, and on the contrary maintain that the 
County Society is yet an institution of both honor and dignity. * If not, 
why this anxiety to get into it? Were it a mere dead body the courts 
would not spend their time adjudicating in regard to it, nor would any 
man waste his money trying to force an entrance into it. 

Yon advocate the death and burial of these Societies. Sir, I answer, 
suicide is the coward's resource, from evils he fears to meet. Let us rather 
like brave men, resolve to live. If the law will not grant us dignity let us 
take it by deserving it. The dignity of our profession rests upon the indi- 
vidual worth of its members. Let us then strive to raise the standard of 
that worth by every means in our powef. You testify to the efficacy of 
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volantary association for that purpose, then why abandon any one of the 
Societies we have already established ? To quote a homely proverb, " there 
are black sheep in every flock/' If unworthy men are foisted upon us, 
let us try to raise them to a level of high moral excellence and worth, 
resting assured if we fail they will sink to oblivion by the force of their 
own gravity, and we shall be in no degree lowered by their fall. Good 
men are none the less good because bad men wear the same form, and it is 
but a fool's argument against Christianity to assert that sinners sometimes 

" steal the livery of Ueayen to sen-o the devil in." 

P. 

We are most happy to pablish tho above communication, and glad to have the jurisdiction of 
the judiciary lo grandly glorified, and to know that the County SocietieA are institutions of such 
honor and dignity. We should like to Inqnire if at the millennium the Courts will not admit sin* 
ners to the feUowship of the churches without baptism or confession? It will probably be the 
*' light and duty " of men to be christians ; the jurisdictii>n of the judiciary is established " they 
p os s e ss and exercise this power over all organisations, both religious and secular. " 

Again we should like to know how it is that we have our incorporated Eclectic and Homosopa- 
thie Medical Colleges, if irregular practitioners cannot legally teach their professions? There are 
many other things we should be willing to know, but as they have no remote bearing upon the 
value of the County Societies, or the legitlmat« jurisdiction of the Courts, we will not now stop to 
make inqoiry. 

We see very little In the above communication which we cannot heartily endorse, and nothing 
which tends towards controverting the main and essential propositions advocated in our editorial 
artiole.— Ed. 



SPONTANEOUS SALIVATION—A SUGGESTION. 
Editor Boflklo Medical and Snrgical Joamal : 

Sir : — A good deal having been said in the Medical Journals, as well as 
in the newspapers, regarding the abuse of mercury by the medical officers 
of the army, and especially sioce the late order of the Surgeon- General on 
the subject, it has struck me that perhaps many cases have been reported 
of mercurial ptyalism which were in reality cases of spontaneous salivation. 
This is mentioned as an idiopathic afiection by medical authors, but I 
believe is somewhat rare. While serving with the Twenty-first Regiment 
in August, 1862, 1 met several caies, and as they served to prove to me at 
least, that the disease was not a myth, and that it might exist in the army, 
I am inclined to the belielf that it may have often been mistaken for the 
mercurial affection. I regret [that I cannot give a detailed history of the 
cases, but perhaps such a brief account of themms I can give from mem- | 

cry may not be uninteresting to those who are discussing the question. j 

In August, 1862, while we were encamped on the since celebrated , 

'* Maryland Heights," near Fredericksburg, I discovered symptoms of severe 
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salivation in a patient in the regimental hospital ; as I had been giving him 
some calomel I of course attributed it to that, and such was the view taken 
of it by Surgeon Wilcox, (then Chief Surgeon of the Brigade,) at his visit 
of inspection, where he saw the case. My only difficulty was to account 
for so severe symptoms from such a small quantity of the drug as he had 
taken. A few days later I found the same affection in a man who bad 
taken no mercurial at all. I cannot now recall the precise number of cases 
which occurred, but think there were about half a dozen, some of whom 
had and some had not taken calomel, or pil hydrargyria but none of whom 
had been subjected to a "mercurial course/' or had taken more than a very 
small amount of the remedy. As all the patients were well known to me 
from long association, I felt sure that, unless in the first case, there could 
be no such idiosyncracy as sometimes exists and renders even a small 
amount of mercury a poison, so I put mercury out of the question, even 
in the cases of those who had taken it; in the cases of those who had not, 
there could of course be no doubt. Nor was there, I think, any mistake in 
the diagnosis; it seemed very clear to both Surgeon Wilcox and myself. 

Of the causes of this disease I can say but little, and have no theory to 
offer. Fevers of various grades, and affections of the alimentary canal, 
were prevalent, from the effects of the season and other causes. I believe 
no case occurred of a man otherwise healthy, being affected with ptyalism, 
nor could we trace it to any drug, though many of the list are accused of 
causing it. Scurvy was also quite out of the question, as the men were 
well nourished, and there were no signs of it As to treatment, we found 
a gargle of brandy and water most effectual, though other plans were tried. 

If it were generally known that salivation is not always a sign of over- 
dosing by mercury, much of the obloquy heaped upon medical officers 
might perhaps be averted. 

Very truly yours, Joseph A. Pkterjs. 



Crestline, Crawford Co., Ohio, Sept, 11, 1863. 

Editor Medical and Sargical Joarnal : 

Dear Sir: — Will you please send my number of the Buffalo Medical 
and Surgical Journal to me at Crestline, Crawford Co., Ohio ? Also, for 
the good of the profession at large, please publish in the Journal the fol- 
lowing recipe, which is now being sold by a celebrated traveling Doctor. 
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For the oommon good of ihe profession and humanity in general, I have 
purchaaed it* and wish to make it pubh'c. The following is a true copy of 
the original. • E, Booth, 

'* Medicine for to distract the Reumatism, Pains and toothake, Backake 
snd boils^ strains for man & horses <& many more sores: Take one quart of 
good Old Rye Whiskey & add in the botUe One oz of campfire, six pots 
of Red pepper, six cents worth of gloves, 5 cents worth of cinnamund, 3 
cents worth of shaven sope, One table spoonful of salt. Add them all in 
the bottle together <fe set the bottle in the sun days before useing & where 
the pain is grease it well Evening and Morning. Dont give up soon. 
Shak the bottle 2 or 3 times a day. 

50 cents for a reseat It is a sure cure." 
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ON BLOOD-LETTING IN APOPLEXY. 

Br DB, THOMAS K. CBAMBBRS, PHTBICIAN TO ST. MART^S HOSPITAL <fcC. 

[Perhaps no question is more serious than that regarding the propriety 
of taking blood in oases of coma, apoplexy, and paralysis. Delay may be 
irretrierable ; yet a false step may be equally fatal.] 

In the first place, let us clearly understand what is the modus operandi 
of the means you design to employ, and then what morbid conditions it 
can and what it cannot relieve. « 

The two most marked immediate effects of blood-letting are, diminution 
of the force of the heart, and contraction of the area of the blood vessels. 
That these are the most important and most direct of the resulb'ng phe- 
nomena, is shown by their being in direct proportion to the dose; the more 
rapid and copious the detraction of blood, the more certainly they follow. 
Both natural and artificial hemorrhage thus produce, first syncope, or fail- 
ure of heart-power ; and then a slackening and arrest of the blood-stream 
by contraction of the vessels. 

What now are the morbid conditions in apoplexy which such results as 
these are likely to benefit ? I am not going to enumerate all the causes of 
apoplexy, because such a recapitulation would be very unsuited for the pur- 
pose of the present lecture, and, if they came into youi head at the time 
jou were in presence of your patient, would serve rather to confuse than to 
clear your ideas. A moeit practical thing to do will be to divide them into 
three heads with reference to the treatment to be pursued ; and I think 
VOL. 3, NO. 3 — 13. 
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you will find them all capable of being classified under destruction of ihe 
nerve-fibres, compression of the same by a solid, and compression by a 
fluid substance. 

Now, if the nerve-fibres be destroyed, as is the case, for example, in 
what appears after death as a softening of the cerebral substance, it seems 
unadvisable to take away the pabulum of nutrition; for you would be 
diminishing the power of the remaining brain-tissue to take the place, as 
far as it can, of that which is irretrievably* lost Nor are the immediate 
effects of blood-letting likely to be advantageous; for in these cases tlie 
force of the heart is not morbidly augmented, and the blood-stream is in 
general rather deficient in quantity already. We shall probably be only 
adding to the disease by substracting blood. When, then, we have reason 
to think from the previous history that there is old disease leading to sof- 
tening of the cerebral substance, we should abstain from bleeding altogether. 
If, for instance, there have been before the present attack a state of mental 
excitement, or severe headache, or feverishocss; or if the gait has been 
unsteady, the speech thick and stammering; if there have been ear ache, or 
a purulent discharge from the auditory meatus ; if previous to the apo- 
plexy, there have been convulsions; if the patient be scrofulous, or of a 
scrofulous family, we must take all these circumstances as warnings against 
the lancet — altogether, probably, but certainly against its immediate use. 

Supposing, however, that we have no evidence of such a diseased state of 
the cerebral substance, and caB allow ourselves to conjecture that the nerve- 
fibres are more compressed than permanently disorganized, then we have 
further to consider whether the compressing substance is solid or fluid. By 
a solid likely to cause apoplectic paralysis, I refer to a clot of blood which 
has been thrown out long enough to become entirely coagulated. This is 
the only solid suflSciently common as a cause for us to consider. Is it likely 
yon have to deal with anything of this sort ? Is there in the patient's brain 
before you at the moment a clot of blood such as you see put up in bottles 
in the museum, and often also in the dead house? Do not be in too great 
a hurry to conclude so at once. Four days ago you saw on the dissecting- 
table the corpse of a man who more than thirty -six hours previously had 
fallen down stairs, and was supposed to have fractured his skull; his cra- 
nium was uninjured, the fall was apoplectic and there was a quantity of 
fluid blood pressing upon the brain. You see by such instances as these 
that blood extravasated from the vessels inside the body does not coagulate 
immediately, as it does when drawn from a vein ; it remains long, and may 
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renurin much longer than it did in that case, in a liquid state. It takes, not 
miirates, not hours, but I maj really say day?, to become solid. When the 
apoplexy or paralysis has lasted for days, then indeed, but not till th6n, you 
may conclude that a clot has formed ; and then, and not till then, may you 
pronounce that the force ot the heart's action will not increase the oozing 
of blood into the focus of pressure. After that — after you have a solid, 
and not a fluid pressure, lo deal with — I am willing to concede, and anx- 
iooa to impress upon you, that abstraction of blood is useless and hurtful ; 
but till then I believe its immediate influence to be a beneficial one, and in 
the right direction. Therefore do not conclude that a clot is formed, or 
that bleeding is for that reason useless, till at least twenty-four hours are 
passed after the fit. 

Supposing that a fluid has to be dealt with, you are perhaps anxious to 
know of what nature it is; and, in point of fact, I find that I am constantly 
aaked by students, when they see a case of apoplexy in the wards, whether 
it is serous or sanguineous apoplexy. I say to you now, what I always say 
then, that there is no possibility of certainly distinguishing them ; and that, 
fortunately, it is of no importance to either physician or patient to do so, as 
far as the immediate treatment of the fit is concerned. One, indeed, forms 
a clot after some time, which we have been just now discussing; and the 
other remains liquid. But that does not affect the question of the comatose 
condition now before us. I will speak, then, of '< fluid,'' not distinguishing 
blood or serum, or bloody serum or serous blood, but clubbing them all, as 
must he done by practical men, together. When, then, there is fluid com- 
pressing the nerve-fibres, I feel sure that there is an influence for good in 
blood-letting, accompanied, of course, by a danger, as all active treatment 
is, but still a decided influence for good. It is capable of lessening the 
forea of the heart, which is driving the blood towards the place where it is 
oomg out either as serum or complete blood, and of diminishing the cal- 
ibre of the veasels that allow it to pass. The anxious question is, how to 
secure those advantages without the necessary accompanying dangers, with- 
out adding too great an additional shock to the already shocked nerves, 
widioat weakening fatally the already weakened general system. 

You will observe, by the example of the patient I have used as my text, 
that the first effect of an apoplectic seizure is the violent blow to the ner- 
vous system above mentioned. The poor woman was damp and cold, and 
pale as a corpse; the pulse and heart beat quick, and irregularly, and 
weakly, just like those of an ox stunned by the slaughterer's pole-axe. Had 
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she been bled tbeo, sbe would certainly have died oatright; and moreover, 
even had she survived, tbere was no object to be gained by it; for the heart 
was weak enough, surely. But after a time — ^seven hours in this instance, 
bometimes sooner, sometimes later — the heart and pulse recover, and the 
blood must be driven against the ruptured or oozing vefisels with the same 
force which originally caused them to rupture or ooze. Now is the time 
to step in with the lancet. You prevent by it what often happens to apo- 
plectic patients if left alone entirely ; you prevent the relapse into coma 
which frequently follows an apparent partial recovery during reaction ; you 
prevent it in a very intelligible way, by lowering the force of the blood- 
stream, which the injured vessels have already shown themselves unable to 
bear. This was the time, and this was the object, of the blood-letting in 
our patient's case. So complete was the apoplexy, by such a slender thread 
was she hanging on to life, that I believe the sb'ghteet additional extravasa. 
tion of fluid in the cranium must have been fatal ; and to this judicious use 
of the lancet by our house-surgeon, Mr. Chisholm, I attribute the patient'a 
life. 

You will observe the bleeding was not a large ote— only eight ounces 
when reaction first occurred, and eight ounces again in the evening, when 
the pulse was again getting hard. I mention this to warn you against a 
mistake into which you might be led by an old and rather questionable 
maxim, ^^ExtremU morbitf extrema remedial You might be disposed to 
say, the more the apoplexy, the more bleeding. Such a notion would be 
most dangerous. A small bleeding accomplishes the object in view ; and a 
large one can do no more, while it seriously abridges the vital powers. 
Above all things, don't open the temporal artery ; it is nearly equivalent to 
cutting your patient's throat, 

I much prefer, in these case^ venesection to cutting the temples or the 
nape of the neck, as is sometimes done. What you want to do is to affect 
the general system, and particularly the centre of drculation — an object 
which is attained with most rapidity and certainty by opening a vein. You 
are aiming to prevent blood from being driven into the skull, not to extract 
that which is already in ; at least, if you are striving after the latter result, 
your anatomy and physiology ought to have taught you better. 

The effect of bleeding during the collapse^ before reaction has taken 
place, is, as a rule, sudden death, especially when the heart or its valves are 
diseased. The effects of over-hleeding at a later period are, an excited con- 
dition of the circulation, and consequently a more violent impetus against 
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the brain; and at the same time a more watery state of the blood, and 
oooaequently a greater tendency to serous effusion. As it is impossible to 
tell whether red blood or serum is exuded in the cranium, you run the 
greatest possible risk of augmenting the very evil which your injudicious 
leal was intended to obviate. 

Perhaps you may say, ''I am going to bleed my patient again, for the 
sake of encouragiog absorption ; and surely absorption of the clot should 
be aimed at." Now, I am not so sure of that ; if it were absorbed sooner 
than the nerve-fibres were ready to resume their functions, something else 
most be effused to take its place in the cranium. At all events, I am quite 
convinced that such absorption is best left to the reviving powers of nature; 
and jou are diminishiog these by unnecessarily depriving the boay of 
blood* 

In apoplexy and central paralysis, remember that you are dealiog with 
diseases where nature still retains an inherent power of repair; in a moder- 
ately healthy constitution, the tendency is to get well. Do not, therefore, 
attribute all cases of recovery to the means used, unless you can give a 
probable physiological explanation of their beneficial action ; but if you can 
thus rationally justify your treatment, do not hesitate to feel satified with it, 
whether successful or unsuccessful. 

There is no necessity for being idle while you are awaiting the time to 
bleed. Stimulant injections and purgatives, hot water and mustard poulti- 
ces to the feet and legs, a careful arrangement of the clothing and bedding 
so as to prevent congestion of the head, with keeping up the animal 
warmth and keeping the friends quiet, will amply occupy your time. It is 
also conducive to the end you have in view, to shave the head and apply 
cold lotions to the skull. 

After reaction has returned, you will find advantage in the application of 
ice to the head: it is physiologically correct, and is often a great relief to 
the patient You may remember that this poor woman used the first 
power of speaking that returned to her in begging me to continue the ice ; 
whenever it was applied, it induced sleep, and was most agreeable. What 
a strange state a person must be in for ice to the head to be agreeable 1 
Bat so it was. 

When, then, you are called in to a case of apoplexy, let these considera- 
tioDs pass through your minds: 

1 — ^Does it depend on destructive softening of the cerebral substance ? 
If so^ I must not let anything persuade me to bleed. 
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2 — Has the eftusion taken place so long ago as to be, if blood, coagu- 
lated ? If so, again, I had better abstain. 

8 — If it be fluid, bleeding is very much to be desired; it may prevent 
increase of the effusion, and relapse. 

4 — But to make bleeding most useful and least hurtful, the proper time 
must be selected, namely: the time when the heart regrains its strength. 

6 — ^The best guide is the circulation. The sharpness and hardness of 
the pulse and heart, as felt by you, are a faint picture of the sharpness and 
hardness of the pulse, as felt by the patient's brain. With your fingers on 
^he wrist, let your mind travel into the interior of the skull. — British Mtd- 
teal Jowmah June 8, 1861. 



NITRATE OF SILVER. 
To the Editor of The Lancet : 

Sir: — I think it very important to call the attention of surgeons to the 
superiority of the ordinary nitrate of silver over the new preparataoo* 
which have been now some time in use. The new preparation — *Manar 
caustic points, perfectly tough" — ^is worthless as an application in surgical 
cases. It is not nearly so soluble as the old brittle stick of nitrate of silver, 
and has scarcely any power in checking and subduing inflammation, and 
useless in the cure of wounds. The same remarks apply to the cake and 
crystals of the nitrate of silver used for photographic purposes; whicbt 
alUiough they may be more chemically pure, are much less efficacious for 
surgical purposes than the old preparations. 

It is a remedy to which I called the attention of medical practitioners 
thirty-seven years since in an *' Essay on the Use of the Nitrate of Silver.*' 
Every succeeding year it has maintained its value in my estimation ; but I 
fear that if the new preparations continue to be used, it will undeservedly 
fall into discredit. 

The grounds upon which I have formed my opinion are these : I have 
used the new preparations for some time ; and in cases where from past 
experience I looked forward with a certainty to successful results, I have 
been much disappointed, and the cause was to me then inexplicable. To 
give a case: A medical friend had a severe puncture. I applied the nitrate 
of silver with a conviction that he would have no further trouble with it. 
To my surprise, the application took little or no effect; surrounding inflam- 
mation followed, also of the absorbents. Further applications were made 
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with the same nitrate of Bil?er; but the inflammation continued its usual 
eonrse, keeping 'my patient several days in bed, and afterwards it verj 
•lowlj subsided. Another case: A patient had a severe contused wound 
on the middle finger of the left hand from a fall. The nitrate of silver 
was well applied. I expected it would heal under an adherent eschar. 
That it did not do so surprised and disappointed me. The wound remained 
■ome weeks in a painful and inflamed state ; and when at last it healed, it 
lefit an irritable induration, wilh swelling. This I treated again and again 
with the nitrate of silver without much benefit. These and other cases I 
eould relate (one especially, a formidable attack of erysipelas on the leg, 
which formerly I found yielded to the application, entirely failed) led me to 
think there must be something wrong in the preparation of the nitrate of 
silver; and it occurred to me that the new preparation did not produce so 
much pain as the old one immediately on its application. I procured some 
of the old-fashioned stick ]of nitrate of silver. The first application on the 
case alx>ve mentioned did more in removing the irritable, inflamed swelling 
in four days than all former applications. 

From the experience I have hnd daily of the use of the nitrate of silver 
ibr so many years, I am convinced that no remedy of equal power in sub- 
duing external inflammation and healing wounds has been discovered, if 
properly applied, although many remedies have been recommended in lieu 
of it 

In cases of extensive external inflammation I would use a solution of 
four scruples of the old-fashioned stick of nitrate of silver to four drams 
of disti])ed water. In common cases of inflammation and wounds, the 
ordinary stick, as particularly directed in my last work — '^Additional 
Observations on the Use of Nitrate of Silver," etc. 
I am, Sir, yours respectfully, 

John Hiooimbottom, F. H, S. 

ITottlngbam, July, 1S63 . 



MATERNAL IMPRESSIONS. 
Tk> the Bdltor of Tee Lancet : 

Sir : — The following case may perhaps be deemed worthy of a place in 
your pages: 

lira. N y aged twenty-four years, primipara, a woman of delicate 

buil4 aod highly nervous temperament, sufiered a great deal during her 
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pragDancj with morning Bickness, faintings, and great despondenoj of 
spirits. About ten weeks previous to her delivery she had a few scattered 
spots of <*herps" on the front of the chest, which disappeared under ordin- 
ary treatment, when some kind, good-natured, knowing old woman informed 
her it was the *< small-pox, and that without doubt her child would suffer 
from the same disease.'' The bare notion of this preyed very much upon 
her mind, and her husband and myself both failed in driving the absorb* 
ing notion from her brain. 

On June 22d she sent for me, having been in labor some four hours. 
On rupturing the membranes, a most unusual quantity of amniotic fluid 
escaped, coming away in gushes with the commencement of each pain. 
On the child being born, I noticed it had been dead for several days, the 
head, face, and whole surface of the body being covered at about three- 
quarter inch intervals with pustules exactly resembling in size, form, and 
appearance the small-pox vesicles at maturity. The depression in the cen- 
tre was plainly marked. When the topmost cuticle was detached, there 
was no fluid of any sort underneath. The mother's first remark was, " Is 
the child marked ?" she fully believed it would be so. We well know how 
mysterious are the freaks of nature in cases of this description. Still I 
think a careful complication of numerous cases would tend eventually to 
throw more light on the matter. 

The following cases have occurred in my practice : 

1 — A child born with one eye of a light blue color (right eye) ; the 
other a dark hazel. Mother says she had seen a child with similar eyes 
sitting on a door-step in Lisson-grove. 

2 — Child born with mouth and upper and lower extremities resembling 
those of a dog. Mother states that she was worried and torn by a dog 
whilst she was in the seventh month of gestation. 

3 — Child born with left eye blackened as from a block. The mother 
stated that her husband came home irrit ated, and struck her (eight hours 
previous to her confinement) on the corre spending part of her face. 

4 — A child born with four little fins or stumps for upper and lower 
extremities. The mother had b een fnghteued by seeing a man maimed in 
his lower extremities, who used to traverse the streets on a board with 
wheels. 

5 — Child born ten nights after display of fire-works in com memoration 
of Crimean war. Child's feet were covered with bladders of serum, sim- 
ilar to those arising from scald or bura The mother was alamed by the 
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deaoanl of a stick of a discharged fire-rocket, which struck the roof close 
bj the place where she was standing. 

I remainy Sir, your obedient servant, 

John S. Bbals, M. R. C. S. L. 

FaddiBCton-groen, Juae, IMS. 



MEITINGITIS STUDIED BY THE OPHTHALMOSCuPE-By M. Bouohut. 

We have already before called the attention of our readers to the value 
of the ophthalmoscope for the diagnosis of meniugitis and other cerebral 
affections. 

Twenty-three cases of meoiogitis have been examined in Bouchut's 
Clinic The changed in the eye- ground, observed in these cases, were : 

Ist — Peripheric congestion of the optic nerve and congestive exsudations 
in the retina and choroid. 

?d — Dilatation of the veins of the retina around the papilla. 

3d — ^Varicosity and flexuosity of those veins. 

4th — Thrombosis of those veins, 

5th — Retinal hasmorrhages in consequence of rupture of veins in some 
case& 

The papilla is always less distinct; its circumference is diminished in 
consequence of the surrounding congestion. 

In one case, cerebral symptoms had raised the suspicion of meningitis, 
and the ophthalmoscope showed the characteristic symptoms. The cere- 
bral symptoms subsided entirely, but the child, died twelve days afterwards, 
in consequence of general tuberculosis. The post-mortem showed that the 
ophthalmoscopic examination had not deceived, for there existed a great 
number of meningeal tubercles. 

M. Robin examined, at the request of M. Bouchut, a number of the eyes 
microscopically. He found the retinal veins dilated, sometimes containing 
dots, sometimes ruptured in consequence of haemorrhages. Once the inter- 
nal and middle tunic of a vein were broken, and the vein dilated at that 
point presented a kind of aneurism. In one case, the papilla was irregu- 
lar; another time, white patches, looking as if the tissues had undergone 
fatty degeneration, appeared; in three cases, at an examination shortly 
before death, a decoloration of the eye-ground led to suppose an anaemic 
condition, while previously congestion had been found. 
VOL. 3, HO. 3 — 13. 
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The coDgeBtion of the deep membranes of the eyes Mr, £• explains Id 
the following way : The veins of the choroid and retina, he says, issue into 
the sinus cavernosi, and as soon as the flow of blood in the different sinuses 
of the dura mater is impeded, the circulation of the veins of the deep coats 
of the eye must be influenced correspondingly by it, and necessarily the 
circulation in the sinuses of the membranes of the brain is rendered more 
difllcult in meningitis, either by the great congestion, or thrombosis of the 
various intra-cranial sinuses. 

Often the degree of congestion shown by the ophthalmoscope is differ- 
ent in both eyes, as the degree of intra-cranial venous circulation is not 
equal on both sides. 

The deformity of the papilla may sometimes, the author says, owe its 
existence to the compression of the optic nerves near tfie chiasma by puru- 
lent or gelatinous exsudations, as they are frequently observed in tubercular 
meningitis. 

M. Bouchut, one of the first medical authorities in France, considers the 
ophthalmoscope as a valuable and almost indispensable means of the diag- 
nosis of cerebral diseases, particularly in children, and we hope that our 
readers will have an opportunity to try and give us the ronult. — OazeUe 
des Ebp» Oct. 1862, — Am, Jovr, Ophthalm>ology» 



EDITORIAL DEPARTMENT. 



MEDICAL DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY. 

Medical Inspector Joseph E. Barnes, has been assigned to duty as acting 
Surgeon- General during the absence of Dr. Hammond, who has been 
ordered to a distant service, while it is reported that a commission has 
been appointed to examine into the condition of the Medical Department 
of the Army, and that pending the investigation the Surgeon-General has 
been relieved temporarily of duty in the Medical Bureau, as is customary 
in such cases. Much speculation exists as to the causes of such action, and 
in this condition of affairs the friends of Dr. Hammond, as weD as his 
opponents, are extreme in their expressions both of favor and opposition. 

By the friends of Dr. Hammond it is held that his appointment was 
calculated to produce, and did excite the envy and jealousy of the senior 
members of the staff. The practice of selecting the oldest member of the 
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Staff for Surgeon- General bad become established, and hence it always 
happened that the duty devolved upon those far advanced in years. While 
acknowledging that there wore senior surgeons who were eminently qual- 
ified for the position, it was yet thought best to fully break away from this 
practice and, Dr. Hammond, an Assistant Surgeon, was appointed to this 
office, for the following reasons, as his admirers claim : That he was a dis- 
tingniahed medical teacher; in reputation as a medical and scientific author; 
had experience in military duty; the vigor of middle life; great powers of 
pbysieal endurance, and arde^it patriotism. 

In regard to the services and labors which the Surgeon -General has 
bestowed upon the Medical Department of the Army, a great amount of 
credit is claimed for him. Immense armies, widely scattered, engaged in 
deadly conflicts, with great numbers of sick and wounded men requiring 
medical supplies, conveyance, surgical attendance, hospital accommodations, 
etc, demanded great energy and executive capacity in the chief officer. 
This duty, it is believed, has been performed with ability, and the character 
of the medical staff of the army elevated and its efficiency increased. The 
military hospitals are unsurpassed in their arrangements, and illustrate 
advanced views in hygienic and sanitary science. If the Surgeon- Genera] 
has instituted and directed their construction he is entitled to great credit, 
for they are models in construction and management, and intelligent 
obserrers are at once impressed with wonder and admiration. Under the 
drcarostances of construction and management they are certainly a great 
success^ and deserve most unqualified commendation. • 

Again, reorganization of the Examining Boards, with the view of 
elevating the standard of qualification for admission, both to the regular 
and Tolnnteer army; founding the Army Medical Museum for the colleo- 
tion of specimens of military surgery ; and the collection and preparation of 
material for a Medical and Surgical History of the War, designed to illus- 
trate the progress which the profession of the United States has made in 
Military Surgery, are objects accomplished to such a degree that whoever 
has been instrumental in proposing and forwarding them, may properly 
daim both from fbe profession and public, respectful consideration. 

It is dso claimed that the organization of an Army Medical School, to 
be located n Washington, which is so far advanced that the Lecturers are 
selected for the first course to be given this fall, is another achievement of 
the Sargeon-General, worthy of great praise. This may be regarded as 
very praise-worthy by many, but we are not of the number. We have 
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had occasion to change our views upon many subjects connected with mili- 
tary measures and military practice^ and possibly the success of this Institu- 
tion may show us our mistake, but at the present we cannot regard it as 
either necessary or useful ; we look upon it in a very different light. We 
do not propose to condemn it, or speak disrespectfully of it, but regard it 
as a scheme for the promotion of personal ambition. If it is so, it may, 
and probably will be so managed as to advance the knowledge of military 
surgery in some degree; indeed this is necessary, or the other and more 
primary object will fail. Perhaps it might as well be stated as a general 
proposition, applicable in this case as in many others, that medical schools 
in this country are instituted for two purposes; the first object being the 
advancement of those who have organized themselves. The Faculty, and 
agreed to call each other Professors; and the second, the instruction of 
young men in the primary branches of medicine; this latter object purely 
incidental, and solely for the promotion of the first grand overshadowing 
purpose. This scheme of calling each other professors has really become 
a branch of business, and is now carried to such an extent that when ambi- 
tious men cannot by management or merit get others to assist them, it la 
common to do it alone, and when an aspirant for popular favor takes this 
course, it is found worth about as much to him as if he had favorite influ- 
ential colleagues to do him the honor. 

Those engaged in this enterprise of professorships are often detected in 
** laying pipe" upon a plan which will fully equal the lowest tricks of the 
politician. The present respect which is usually bestowed upon capable and 
faithful teachers of medical science, will gradually give place for the disgust 
and cot^tempt which attaches to a cheat, unless some correction of abuses 
in this , direction is obtained. We have no personal objection to the 
Surgeon^Genefal making a new medical school of his own, and making a 
class of Professors of Military Surgery. If he does it well, there is nothing 
to censure, though he should appoint his especial favorites to pleasant posi- 
tions; buif we see, or think we see, appointments made, or to be made, on 
account of ^arderU pcUriotism,^^ through all coming time. . Military sur* 
gery will be taught by professors of "ardent patriotism'' in the Govern- 
ment school, while representatives of distinguished families, or influential 
circles, or large estates will teach it in the more private colleges. Patriot- 
ism which is true, merit which is actual, energy and intelligence which is 
positive and unconditional, will all be overlooked unleas "pipe is laid" for 
its benefit; it will never lay its own ''pipe." 
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NotwithstaDdiDg the oppositioo, which has come up from many quarters, 
the duties of the olScp ,of Surgeon-General have been efficiently and suc- 
cessfuUj performed, and much of the opposition is the fruit of envy, 
jealousy and revenge. However, the Secretary has appointed a commission 
to inquire into the condition and management of the Medical Bureau. 
Wkat may be the ground for the appointment of this commission does not 
yet appear, though conjectured rumors of fraud and corruption, are suffi- 
cienUy numerous. 

We have attempted in these remarks to state the general condition of 
affiurs in this department without lengthy comment, or at least to state what 
i^pears to us as the truthful condition. The army is an ever fruitful theme, 
both for the Journalist, the Politician and Divine; all have an interest in 
its management and success, but it is an especially fruitful source of reflec- 
tion to the medical profession. It is opoi^ing up to it a wide field of labor, 
and offering opportunity for the cultivation of one important branch of 
medical knowledge never before studied to any great extent in this coun- 
try. That there should be great differences of opinion among men, 
equally well informed, is not strange; that one division of the army sur- 
geons should attach value to that which another equally competent^ 
r^rd worthless, is- not more than is found with intelligent phjrsicians 
in civil practice, where the field is old, and much better cultivated, Phy- 
ocians have much to contend with in the practice of their professions, and 
should learn to bear with the prejudices and peculiarities of others. It is 
not to be expected that all will think alike of many important therapeutic 
measaree, and the widest range for individual opinion should be given ; we 
should, if possible, become tolerant of each other's opinions. It is pleasant 
to observe that physicians who attend to their private practice, and have 
ambition mainly for it, and for a clear peroeptiob of truth, have little con- 
tention, and comparatively few difi'erences of opinion. Office of whate?er 
deacription you please, is apt to corrupt and distract all who receive it. — 
When men accept it, they are to be excused for a great many faults. 
When it falls upon physicians, the severest judgments have come upon 
them. We hope, as journalists, to hold upon the exciting medical topics of 
the army a middle ground, and not too violently censure, or too readily 
bestow unmerited praise. 
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A COMMISSION TO INQUIRE INTO THE CONDITION OP THE 
COLORED POPULATION. 

A CommissioD has beea appointed bv the Governmeot to inqaire ioto 
the condition of the colored population emancipated bj the PresideDl'a 
Proclamation and by the Act of Congress, and to report what measarcfi 
are necessary to place them in a condition of self-support and self-defence » 
with the least disturbance to the great industrial interests of the country. 

This Commission are seeking to ascertain the vital statistics ooDcerning 
the African race, and the mulattoes, as well in the Northern and Middle 
as in the Southern States. 

It is vety important that this should be done» but unfortunately the data 
do not exist. 

It is not known, from any wide circle of observation, whether the mulat- 
toes are as fertile as blacks and whites; whether they are long lived; nor 
even whether their breed can exist permanently; that is, whether its 
hybridity will prevent its persistence. Then there are questions about the 
adaptation of the cross-beeed to the northern parts of the temperate zone ; 
questions about the effects of amalgamation upon the white race» and the 
like. 

The Commission have sent out circulars to many medical men, bat of 
course will not reach all who might, if called upon, give valuable aid. 
We therefore print the series of questions put forth by Dr. Howe in behalf 
of the Commission, and invite the attention of our readers to it. 

Those who are disposed to answer the queries, or to favor the Commis- 
ftion with their views upon the general subject committed to it, are invited 
to address Dr. Samubl G Howk, 

143 Seoond Ave., cor. East 9th St^ 

New York. 

QUK8TION8. 

I— What is the number of the colored population of your town f 

2 — ^About how many pure blacks ? 

8 — Abut how many mulattoes f 

4 — ^Does the colored population, if not recruited by immigration, increase 
or decrease f 

5 — Do mulattoes seem to you to have as much vital force to resist dis- 
ease and destructive agencies as pure blacks, and as whites f and do they 
usually live as long? 

6 — ^To what diseases do mulattoes seem peculiarly liable! 
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t— «Do mulatto families usaalljhave as many children as white families? 

8 — Can you give instances, within your own knowledge, of the number 
of children in one family born of, and reared to maturity by, mulatto 
parmta? 

9 — Are the colored people generally industrious and self supporting, or 
not! 

10 — ^How is it in the second generation with regard to the number and 
health of offspring ? 

11 — Through how many generations has any family of mulattoes been 
known to persist f 

12 — ^Do the mulalttoes seek public charity in greater or less proportion 
than whites? 

13 — ^Do you consider them, upon the whole, as valuable members of 
the community, or not t 



BOOKS AND PAMPHLETS REVIEWED. 

A Manual of IiiBtructian for Erdiating and Discharging Soldiers, with 
special reference to the Medical Examination of Recruits, and the detec- 
tion of disqitalifying and feigned diseases. By Robert Bartholow, 
A. M^ M, D^ Assistant Surgeon U. S. Armyy Surgeon in charge of 
McDougall General HospiUd, Professor of Mil. Med, Jurisprudence, 
Army Medical SehooU Adopted hy the Surgeon- General for issue to 
Medical Officers of the Army. Philadelphia: J, B. Lippincott <& Co., 
1868, For sale by Breed, Butler d Co. 

This book^appears to us to be at the present time one of the most im- 
portant of works. There is always importance to be attached to a well 
written book, but at the present time when physicians in many instances 
not thoroughly familiar with all the evidences of disease or acquainted 
with what really constitutes disability for military duty, have been appointed 
to make final decision upon the ability of men drafted into the military 
service, it is opportune and altogether indispensable that some work which 
is concise, correct and complete should be available. There has never been 
a doty imposed upon the medical officers of the army so difficult to per- 
form with e^act justice to both the government and the conscript, as the 
examination of drafted men. It requires for its proper performance a 
thofongh medical education made complete by extensive practice, as well as 
experience in the examination of recruits ; and we think that even then, 
errors in judgment would not be uncommon. It was never difficult to 
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On Artificial DUatcUian of the Os and Cervix Uteri by Fluid Pressure 
from above; a reply to Drs. KeiUer of EdinJburgh, and Amott and 
Barnes of London, By Horatio R. Storbr, M. D., of Boston, Sur- 
geon to the Pleasant St, Hospital for Women, Member of the Obstetric 
and Medico- Chirurgical Societies of Edinburgh, etc. Re-printed from 
'*I%e Boston Medical and Surgical Journal!' for July 2, 1862. 

This 18 an article considering the subject of " Dilatation of the Os and 
Cervix Uteri" in obstetric surgery. It is mainly devoted to the evidences 
of priority of discovery, and practical application of " fluid pressure from 
above," in accomplishing this result. He says: 

'* Immediately on entering practice, it became evident to me that the 
great field for advance in obstetric therapeutics was the interior of the 
uterus — an opinion that was daily strengthened during the intimate rela- 
tions to which I was admitted by Prof, Simpson in 1854-55, 

''At that time the sole means, at all safe and reliable, of directly reach- 
ing the interior of the unimpregnated uterus, was by the use of expansible 
tents, then only made of sponge, first suggested for this purpose by Simp- 
son in 1844. It is true, that for the induction of premature labor, for 
which the meihod to be considered was first proposed to the profession by 
both Dr. Keiller and myself, and for which its use is now urged by such 
competent authority abroad, there had been many measures suggested and 
practiced — all of them, however, acting either secondarily or by reflex 
action, as do galvanism, mammary irritation, puncture of the membranes, 
their separation from the uterus by bougies, the injection of water or air, 
an agent here so dangerous, or by the uterine sound, and also, there seems 
to me good reason for believing, the so-called oxy toxics, as ergot of rye; 
or by a 'stimulating or dilating force applied and first acting from below. 

** These remarks apply with equal force to all methods that had then been 
proposed — to those of Hamilton and Hopkins ; to the flexible catheter left 
in the cavity of the uterus by Merrem, Krause and Simpson ; to the vag- 
inal and cervical plugs and dilators of Briinninghausen, Osiander, Von 
BuBch, Huter, Gariel and Braun ; to the carbonic acid douche, suggested 
Brown*Sequard, and so fatal in the hands of Scanzoni and others ; and to 
the water douches, of Kiwisch, applied to the vagina, and of Schweighauser 
and Cohen, to the uterine cavity. These several means, while they were 
applicable but partially and with varying success to the pr^nant uterus, 
were wholly unfitted, with the exception of sponge tents, for opening up 
that which already contained no foetus; and for this the elastic bougies of 
Mcintosh and the unyielding ones of Simpson, the spring-knife of the 
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latter, the hollow lubes used by Wakely for urethral stricture and adopted 
from him by Baker Browo, and the iDstruments of Rigby, Graham, Weir, 
Osiander, Busch, Krause and Jobert, with expanding naetalic blades, are 
either insufficient or attended with too much hazard. 

*' Caoutchouc bags or sacs, distended with air, had been proposed some 
years previously by Gariel, for the treatment of displacements of the uterus 
by pressure from below, and for plugging the vagioa in cases of haemorrhage. 
He had also suggested their possible introduction into the cervix, not, how- 
ever, through it, for the purpose of overcoming stricture of that canal, and 
had even asked, '* if this property of the bulbous air sound could not be 
tamed to advantageous use in inducing premature labor?" here referring 
however, to their use in the va^j^ina, as had already been suggested by 
Huter and Braun, were attended with singularly unfortunate results, Breit 
and others reporting a mortality of six patients out of fourteen. 

**To sponge tents applied to the cervix there attach, as I have already 
intimated, various important objections. They are readily acted upon 
chemically by the uterine and vaginal secretions, and from their organic 
character quickly undergo putrefactive decomposition, subjecting the patient 
to a certain amount of risk from such possible absorption as is hereby 
implied. They act at times with great rapidity and force, and where the 
Ussaes are morbidly friable, if not very carefully made, they may produce 
unintentional or dangerous tension and laceration. 

^ From direct experience of these several dangers, it became my aim to 
find, if possible, a substitute for sponge in the dilatation of the cervix, and 
in May, 1 855, in a paper read before the Medico-Chinirgical Society of 
Edinburgh, I proposed the use of tents prepared from the bark of our 
indigenous slippery elm. Shortly after, during the publication of Dr. 
Simpson's Memoirs, I had again occasion to refer to the disadvantage cf 
sponge under certain circumstances, and at still greater length in a paper 
presented during the fall of the same year. 

** The use of elm tents in my own hands and those of others who have 
communicated with me upon the subject, proved the agent greatly superior 
to sponge in those cases where a low and moderate action is desired, as, for 
instance, in mechanical dysmenorrhoea and certain forms of sterility ; and 
as yet I know of nothing that will here better answer the indication 
although during the course of my experiments^ in this direction I have tried 
a variety of other substances, as althea root, etc., among them the root of 
gentian, afterwards made the basis of a memoir upon mucilaginous tents^ 
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by an EDglish Surgeon, Dr. Aveling, of SheflSeld, in apparent ignorance of 
his having been anticipated by my suggestion of three years before. 

** Steadily pursuing these efibrtB towards the solution of the interesting 
problem proposed, I again called the attention of the profession to \t» im- 
portance by a paper published in Philadelphia early in 1859, in which were 
pointed out the several indications for artificial dilatation of the cervix uteri, 
and (he several dangers attaching thereto, alike in the induction of prema- 
ture labor, the assistance of the progress of accidental abortion and of labor 
at the full time, the exposure of the uterine cavity for the purposes of diag- 
nosis and treatment^ both in diseases puerperal and non-puerperal. 

"During the preparation of this paper, duly appreciating, as will be 
apparent from its perusal, the actual and relative value in the assistance or 
induction of labor, of the several elements of action involved — namely, 
dilatation of the cervical canal, detachment of the membranes from the 
walls of the uterus, and the prolonged preservation intact of the bag of 
waters — T had frequent conversations upon the subject with my friend Dr. 
Nathan Hay ward, of Koxbury, now Surgeon of the 20th Massachusetts 
Regiment, and at that time associated with me in the conduct of the 
Eustis St. Dispensary. With his assistance, I contrived an instrument 
designed to combine the various indications just referred. to, and this was 
nsed in practice upon the first favorable case that presented itself to us, on 
April 13, 1859. The operation was entirely successful; labor was prema- 
turely induced at the eighth month in a woman who had four times previ- 
ously undergone craniotomy, and a living male child was delivered. The 
case was the more interesting to us from the fact that both Dr. Hay ward 
and myself were present at her last confinement; I had turned and deliv- 
ered the trunk, but it was found absolutely necessary to lessen the head 
from below before it could be made to pass. 

** The proposal of the measure now resorted to, as I supposed, for the 
first time, was made at considerable length under the name of 'the uterine 
dilator,' and the case reported in July, 1859. I then stated that the 
instrument, introduced within the cavity of the uterus, produced its action 
ID a three-fold manner: '*reflexively, as a foreign body; reflexively and 
directly, by separating the membranes from the uterine walls; and directly, 
as a fluid wedge, by dilating the os; in each of these three respects, its 
effect being in proportion to the amount of distension applied. It should 
be noticed that this dilatation," I also added, ** is /rom above downwards, 
while the tent dilates from below upwards." I referred to the similarity of 



IDITORIAL. 117 

this iDBtrument to one suggested for the female uretbra by Spencer Wells, 
of London, some months previously, which in it« turn had been taken from 
a modification by Thompson of James Amott^s urethral dilator, so forcibly 
brought forward as long back as 1818, both by myself and his brother 
Neil, and shortly after by Ducamp in a memoir that received much appro- 
bation from the French Academy, I mentioned, also, the curious fact in 
the history of the various means that have been proposed for dilatation of 
the uterus, that they have all, without exception, been baited, directly Of 
indirectly, upon some method previously in use for the treatment of strio- 
tures of the male urethra. 

" I have thus plainly stated my own position in relation to the plan of 
dilating the uterus by fluid pressure acting from above, and have shown 
the gradual and successive steps by which I arrived at the idea and its 
development. The medium employed for dilating my sac was water; to 
the dangers of air used for this purpose, as it has been by others who have 
taken part in this controvei-sy, I then called attention, as I shall again do 
in the course of the present communication. 

** Now as to opposing claims, I shall endeavor to state them as fairly, 
even at my own expense." 



The Alantic Monthly, — This most popular of American periodicals, is 
placed upon our table by the favor of the publishers, Messrs. Tiokkor <& 
FiSLDs, Boston. The October number contains articles from Charles Sum- 
ner, John G. Whittier, R. W. Emerson, H. D. Thoreau, J. W. Trowbridge, 
J. P. Quincy, D. A. Wasson, F, D. Hedge, C, C. Hazewell, G. B. Preacott, 
and others. While it is announced that the November number will con- 
tain contributions in prose and verse, from Henry W, Longfellow, James 
Russell Lowell, Oliver Wendell Holmes, Professor Agassiz, Louisa M. 
Alcott, J. K. Marvel, T. B. Aldrich, H. D, Thoreau, and other well known 
writers. 

The eleventh volume of the "Atlantic," comprising January to July^ 
1863, is now neatly bound in muslin. No periodical can better deserve the 
popularity it enjoys. It should be placed upon the table of every family 
who read English. 
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Harpers^ Magazine. — The number for October is a very eDtertainiDg 
one. It commences with an account of the ^'First Cruise of the Monitor 
Paesaic^^ which cannot fail to interest all readers of magazines. The third 
article is stvled ^^ Scenes in the War of 1812." With this article is also a 
map of Niagara Frontier, an illustrative cut of the interior of Fort Niag- 
ara, and the portraits of Stephen Van Rensselaer, John E. Wool, William 
Hamilton Merritt, and other embellishments contribute to the interests of 
this article. The remaining twenty articles deserve also equal attention, 
but we roust not attempt to speak in detail of the merits of these popular 
magazines. They are always welcome visitors, and serve to beguile a weary 
hoar when the harder labors of the day are done. 



PetersofCs Ladies^ National Magazine. — Whoever would be themselves, 
and have their children in the fashion, should take Peterson's Magazine; it 
is a very fashionable book, and always contains illustrations of the latest 
fashions. It also has fashionable literature from the first American authors, 
and always makes itself an attractive and welcome visitor. 



Oodey^s Lady's Book. — By favor of the publishers of this interesting 
and popular magazine, we have been favored with the monthly issues, until 
quite recently, when for some reason the late numbers have failed to con- 
nect. The monthly numbers we have no doubt continue to please, interest 
and instruct those who do receive them. We do not often notice, as they 
deserve, these popular journals, which are sent us as a courtesy, since we 
hope our readers are already better acquainted with their merits than our- 
selves. Godey's Lady's Book is, of course, upon every lady's reading table 
in its advance copies. 



FiBLD AHD Hospital Stbetchbr. — Dr. Frank H. Hamilton has just 
perfected an admirable invention of a field and hospital stretcher, which is 
at the same time as comfortable a bed as any man, sick or well, could 
desire. It is the surgeon's and nurse's long-sought desideratum, and is as 
well adapted for use in private families as in the army. The chief merits 
of it are compactness and facility for moving or changing the position of 
the patient without touching his body or lifting him by the limbs, a process 
that is dangerous and often impossible with wounded men on the usual 
plans of support. It will be a positive preventive of the terrible bed sores 
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from which the soldier often sufters more than from broken limbs. Two or 
three hundred of Dr. Hamilton's stretchers can be carried in a single wagon* 
and it does not take three minutes to put them in trim. The greatest 
advantage will be gained hy them in removing the wounded from a field. 
The canvass can be drawn under a body in strips so gently as not to pro- 
voke or increase the bleeding of wounds, and being buttoned to the side- 
pieces and stretched by a simple screw, the bed can be carried off, or sup- 
ported on stones, as comfortably to the patient as on a regular four-poster. 
The model will be presented to the Surgeon-General in a few days. — Med, 
and Surgical Reporter. 



PHrsiciANS WANTKD IN NoRFOLK. — The following, taken from the Nor- 
folk Virginian, shows a demand for physicians in the South : 

"We are requested, by the Mayor of Norfolk, to say that several physi- 
cians are wanted in this city, and can obtain immediately a good practice- 
The old physicians being required by an act of the Legislature of Virginia 
to take the oath of allegiance to the United States Government, refuse to 
do so generally, and consequently there is but one doctor in the city qual- 
ified to practice. 

Loyalty and regular diploma are the qualifications required. Apply to 

W. H. Brooks, Mayor of Norfolk, Va," 



' Medical men who wish to join the State Corps of Volunteer Sur- 
; for service during the exigencies of a battle, should make application 
to the Surgeon* General of the State in which they are residing. 

There are a numBer of Surgeons and Assistant Surgeons required for 
the regiments of U. S. Colored Troops, The pay is the same as that of 
other regimental medical officers, Surgeons, I; 16 3.00, and Assistant Sur- 
geons, $112.83 per month. They must be examined by a Medical Board 
previous to appointment, and the general principles of examination are the 
same as those observed in the examination of Assistant Surgeons of Volun- 
teers. Application should be made to the Surgeon- General, U. S, A., at 
Washington, D, C, for permission to come before the Board. 
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SUBSTITUTE FOR WINE. 

Surgeon-General's Office, ) 
Washinfftoiif August 15, 1863. ) 
Circular No, 13. — Surgeons-in-charge of hospitals are informed that 
they can procure a substitute for Port Wine, for the use of the sick, by 
makiog proper requisition therefor. 

In consequence of the impossibility of procuring pure port mne of the 
grade formerly issued to the army, an article of Tanagona wine has been 
adopted for issue instead. 

This wine is light, dry, and astringent, and is the pure juice of the grape, 
purchased by the Medical Department in bond, and bottled at medical pur- 
veying establishment. Wm. A. Hammond, 

Surgeon-General. 



Medical Department of Lind University, — A new CoUecje edifice is 
in course of erection for the Medical Department of Lind tfniversity, in 
Chicago, III, to be completed in September, and used for the next annual 
course of instruction. It is of brick, three stories high, and will combine 
all desirable conveniences and comforts. The name of this University hav- 
ing been changed by the Board of Trustees to that of Lake Forest Uni- 
versUy, a new name for the medical school became necessary, and the 
Faculty have given to it the title of the Chicago Medical College, by 
which it will hereafter be known. 



Death of Dr. Gborob Hayward. — ^While the meeting of the Council- 
lors of the Massachusetts Medical Society was in session yesterday, Dr. 
John JefTries announced the sudden decease, within an hour, of Dr. George 
Hayward, of this city, by apoplexy. The abrustness of this announcement 
produced a profound impression upon the gentlemen present, many of 
whom were among Dr. Hay ward's old friends and associates. A commit- 
tee was at once appointed to recommend some action on the part of the 
Councillors in view of this sad event. — Boston Medical Journal. 



t^ The English Medical Act which compels every person practicing 
medicine and surgery to be qualified and registered does not, it seems, pre- 
vent quacks from this country obtaining a foothold in the profession. — 
Many of these graduates from chartered medical colleges exhibit their diplo- 
mas, are registered, and commence practice. The profession of England 
should understand that our State Legislatures charter colleges of every 
complexion, and the graduates of these institutions are therefore legally 
qualified. The title of M. D. in this country has no significance whatever, 
—N. Y. Medical Times. 
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ART. I. — Secondary Hemorrhage from Gun- Shot Wounds, with a case* 
Bt Wm. H. Gail, Medical Cadet, U. S. A. 

Secondary hemorrhage from gun-shot wound, saja Mr. Houx, proceeds 
from *' separation of the eacbar; from injury by fractured bones; from the 
capillaries caused by general feebleness of the patient." The latter corres- 
ponding with the ** hemorrhagic diathesis'* of Druit, produced by long 
campaigns, improper diet, and the absence of a sufficient quantity of veg- 
etable food, to prevent the s)stem from laboring under a scorbutic cacbexa. 
But whatever be the cause; it is a disagreeable complication, and requires 
prompt and enei^tic action to insure any degree of safety to the patient. 
Sironmeyer relates a case, showing the necessity of knowing what to do, 
and the presence of mind, to do it without delay. 

An arterial hemorrhage from a wounded brachial artery, occurred in the 
third week of the injury — a fracture of the humerus; the arm was ampu- 
tated, hut the patient soon died, having lost so much blood in the first 
instance; ''an incompetent medical man who was present not having pres- 
ence of mind to employ compression." ^In the treatment of this accider^ 
tal complication of gun- shot injuries, the first indication is, to arrest 
the hemorrhage; the second, to prevent its recurrence. The first may be 
fulfilled bj compression, ice, persulphate of iron ; these, if the artery he 
small, and the hemorrhage be slight^ may fulfill the s^oond indication 
VOL. 3, NO. 4—16. 
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also; but if a large artery be implicated, deligation is Decessary, and we 
have to choose betweea the rule promulgated by Bell and Guthrie, of 
tying both extremities of the divided arteries; that of Anel, who advo- 
cates the ligation of the main trunk at a distance from the wound, 
between it and the heart, and amputation. In primary hemorrhages the 
plan of tying ^tbe divided extremities is preferable; but in hemorrhages 
occurring after the limb has become swollen, its tissues infiltrated, agglu- 
tinated and disorganized, to cut down and deligate the extremities of 
the bleeding vessel, is a task not easily performed. Experience has proved 
-Anel's operation to be unsatisfactory in its results, (vide McLeod's notes 
on Surgery of the Crimean War, page 135, and note on page 136,) and 
consequently amputation is resorted to. 

The following case will illustrate the difficulty that would have been 
experienced had an attempt been made to perform Quthrie's operation ; 
and, although it is not positively disparaging to the method advocated by 
Anel, itB result cannot with propriety be considered to favor it. 

Sergeant James Furguson, Co. G, 142d Pennsylvania Volunteers, a 
young man of good constitution, was admitted to Stanton Hospital Decem- 
ber 29, 1862, on account of a gun-shot wound of the right leg, received 
in the battle of Fredericksburg December 13, 1862. The bullet passed 
through the calf of the hg in its upper third, behind the tibia and fibula, 
in a downward and outward direction. The wound did well until the 
middle of January, when the granulations assumed an unhealthy appear- 
ance, and the discharge became thin and serous. He also exhibited typhoid 
symptoms, having a hot skin, frequent pulse and dry, red tongue, watch- 
fulness, and no appetite. In this way he went on from January 1 5th until 
Friday morning, January 23d, when hemorrhage unexpectedly occurred 
from the external orifice, behind the fibula. The officer of the day readily 
controlled bleeding by the application of pressure by a bandage, and ice. 
He thought the patient lost in all about 10 ounces of blood. Through 
that day and night the loss of blood by oozing was very little. On Satur- 
day morning. January 24th, the bleeding recurred ; this time from the 
internal orifice, behind the tibia. Dr. Mursick, his attending surgeon, was 
in the ward when the bleeding commenced ; he readily controlled it by the 
application of persulphate of iron, lint, ice and bandages, He lost this 
time from 4 to 6 ounces of blood, not more than the last figure. Mean- 
while the typhoid symptoms became more marked; he complained of 
great tenderness throughout the 1^ and thigh ; the inguinal glands were 
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aomeirhat swollen and tender; there was dusky redness with soreness iu 
the track of the long saphenous vein ; his skin was of a pale yellow hue, 
and he presented other symptoms of pyaemia. 

On Sunday morning a slight bleeding occurred from the internal wound, 
which was controlled by pressure and ice: there was a marked increase of 
swelling of the leg noticed that morning, and infiltration thereof, with 
blood was suspected; the swelling was extending from the leg to the thigh, 
especially over the external and internal condyles, and the popliteal space 
also was already filled up with the swelling. He was verv pale, expressed 
a great deal of anxiety; pulse 120 per minute, quick and weak. 

On Friday we thought hemorrhage came from the peroneal artery, 
on Saturday from the posterior tibial, at all events we were uncertain on 
Sunday morning with regard to the source of the bleeding. The case now 
presented an unpromising appearance on account of the debility from the 
loss of about 18 ounces of blood, in all not more than that, superadded to 
typhoid disease, or condition, and it was decided to tie the femoral artery 
at the apex of Scarpa^s space, as afibrding the best chance for prolonging 
life. The operation was performed by Surgeon John A. Lidell on the 
afternoon of that day, Sunday, January 25, 1863» forty-three days after he 
had been wounded. The patient was manifestly pyaemic, and we scarcely 
hoped for his recovery on that account. 

Monday morning, January 26th, patient appeared brighter, pulse 130, 
tongue more moist, leg getting warm down to the ankle, plugs removed 
from wounds» and some dark, offensive blood flowed away ; 6 o*ck)ck P. M. 
foot cc4d, leg cooler, blackness extending across the leg in track of wound, 
toDgae dry; has had a slight chill, and he is somewhat delirious; pnlse 
130 and weak. 

Tuesday, January 27th, in the morning the patient looked better than 
he did the evening before; pulse 132, and stronger; leg warmer and 
blacker, foot pale and swollen, (serous inflammation ;) discoloration and 
Mroua infiltration extending up the thigh. 

Wednesday, January 28th, patient presents a pale, yellow hue; black- 
oess of the limb deepening and extending; has reached the lower end of 
the incision for tying femoral artery ; odor gangrenous. 

Thnrsdaj, January 29th, 1863, patient sank, and died in the evening, 
fonr days subsequent to the deligation of the femoral artery. 

Autopsy showed that the bleeding came, not from the posterior tibial or 
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perooeal arierj, as had been supposed, but from the lower part of the 
poplitoal arterjy which had been open to a large extent by ulceration ; it 
was also found that the ball had grazed the hind part of both the tibia and 
fibula in its track, and there were some loose splinters small in size, in rela- 
tion with those bones. 

A piece of the femoral artery, four inches long, was taken out, which 
embraced the seat of deligation. On the proximal side of the ligature 
the clot was firm, closely attached to the walls of the artery, and about 
three-fourths of an inch in length, with its apex pointing upward toward 
the heart. On the distal side of the ligature there was also a firm dot 
adherent to the walls of the artery, but this clot was much smaller than 
the proximal one. 

In this case, as frequently occurs, the patient was averse to amputation, 
and as his symptoms were anything but favorable to recovery, his request 
was acceded to, and AnePs operation performed, with the hope of prolong- 
ing life for a brief period only. 



ART. II. — Abstract of the Proceedings of the Buffalo Medical Assodaiion. 

TUBSDAT EVSNINQ, Oct. 3, 1863. 

Dr. Congar, President, in the Chair. 

Minutes of the last meeting read and corrected — Dr. Rochester saying 
that he spoke of the Acid Treatment in diarrhoea and not in dysentery 
and Dr, Wyckoff remarked that the case seen by him, with Dr. Storck, 
was one with all the symptoms of cholera, rice colored stools, cramps, cold 
surface, collapse, etc, these symptoms rapidly suooeeding to the dysenteric 
discharges; this peculiarity alone constituted the interest of the case. 
Approved as corrected. 

Dr. Miner introduced a patient with Melanosis of the eye-ball, and gave 
the following history: Mr. L^ aged 49 years; observed imperfect vision in 
right eye about one year since, which gradually increased until in a few 
months he had distinct cataract in that eye ; and soon after the opacity of 
the lens became visible, there also appeared a dark spot on the inner side 
of the globe a few lines posterior to the junction of the cornea with the 
sclerotica. This at first attracted very little attention, and appeared very 
much like a small varix of vessels in the conjunctival membrane. July 
?th, operation was made for division and depression of the lens^ which 
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prodaced no inflaminatory disturbance of the eye, and for a time promisei 
favorable result August 3d, the dark spot io the conjunctiva had grown 
perceptibly, and effort was made to remove it. It was found to extend 
into sclerotic coat, and to be beyond the reach of removal. The lens and 
capsule have since become involved, and now it will be observed that the 
iris is changed, thickened and blackened. The membranes of the globe 
and the contents of the eye are all involved in melanotic disease. 

This patient had been examined by quite a number of distinguished 
sargeons while the disease was in its incipient stage; and the patient in- 
formed that it was a very rare case, and that they were unable to deter- 
mine its character. Some of the oldest and most experienced surgeons in 
the State told him that they had never seen similar disease, and did not 
know what it was. It appears a black degeneration of the tissues of the 
eye, rapidly extending its borders, producing no pain or inconvenience other 
than loss of sight; and opacity of the lens had previously produced total 
blindness, so that the melanosis cannot fairly be said to have caused loss of 
vision. If it is not melanotic disease, the question still remains ; what is 
it! At first it might have been r^arded as staphyloma or hernia of the 
choroid, or pigmentary tunic of the eye ; but its rapid extension to the 
lens and discoloration of the contents of the globe prove that it is not of 
sach nature, and leave no doubt as to the true character of the disease. 

It has been presented before the Society because it is a rare form of 
malignant degeneration, and supposed to be of interest to those who have 
never observed it, or have never seen it in its earlier and formative stage. 
When it shall become a protruding blackened mass, it will lose its inter- 
est to the surgeon, and remain only an incurable and fatal disease. The 
only rational advice which can be given in the case as it now presents itself 
is, extirpation of the globe of the eye. This advice will be given this 
patient as soon as the disease is so fully established as to leave no grounds 
for doubt, and in his opinion that period had ahready arrived. It cannot, 
however, be urged with perfect assurance, that even this will overcome the 
disease. There is not (as is most common) melanotic disease in other parts 
of the body, so far as is known ; if there is, it is of internal organs, and 
gives no symptoms indicating it. Its removal may be attended by favor* 
able results; there are sufficient grounds of expectation in this case, at 
least, to justify the measure. It is thought to be less liable to return and 
less rapid in its march than encephaloid, yet it is something of the same 
charaeter, and leads to the same results. 
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Dr. White said be had Been two cases of melanosis, in one of which he 
removed the eye : the patient died the following year of fungus haema- 
todes. 

Dr. Shaw mentioned a case which he had seen, where there was large 
tumor and no appearance of the natural eye. 

Dr. Ring recollected a case presented at the clinic while he attended 
lectures in Geneva, The eye was extirpated, and he thinks the disease did 
not return. 

Dr, Rochester remarked that since Dr. Miner had introduced the subject 
of diseases of the eye, he would relate some of the particulars of one or 
two interesting cases which had recently fallen to his care. A gentleman 
called upon him not long since, saying that be had come to tell him that 
he was blind in one eye; though the eye looked naturally, be could not 
see. He had received a blow upon the eye. Upon examination, after the 
pupil was dilated, could distinctly see opake lens. The blow had produced 
traumatic cataract. 

Another man, while chopping wood, had a stick fly up and strike him in 
the eye; he fainted from the effects of the blow. When seen the pupil 
was dilated, and there was no contraction from effects of light. The next 
day it bad not improved, and there was more occasion for fearing amauro 
sis. He was treated with blisters, cathartics, cold applications and Iodide 
of Potassium. This case finally recovered. 

A third similar case was that of a woman, who had a beer-bottle cork 
fly against her eye, which also appeared to have produced traumatic cata- 
ract and also amaurosis. The amaurosis, or loss of function in the nerve, is 
supposed to be produced by the direct injury of the blow upon the nervous 
structure, while the inflammatory action or stasis which this induces, is 
probably the cause of the opacity in the lens. 

Dr. Shaw related a case struck with a ball-club, which produced dilata- 
tion of the pupil, which still remains, yet vision is improving, 

Dr. Cronyn related similar cases; one was struck by a stick of wood ; 
the pupil was dilated. Cold water was applied, and the pupil grad- 
ually contracted; but there was no return of vision. Another similar case, 
attended with high inflammatory action, was treated actively, with the effect 
of subduing the inflammation, but not of restoring vision. 

Dr. White, while upon the subject of eyes, would call attention to the 
practice when foreign substances are lodged in the posterior chamber of the 
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eje« Bits of steel or portions of percussioD cap are the more common 
fiabstances. It is plainly in sight, and the impulse both with physician and 
friends, is to remove it. In sach cases, should anything be done when it 
cannot be seized and removed through the opening which itself has made ? 
A few days since a lady from Chautauqua county, brought a little girl to 
him, with part of a percussion cap in the posterior chamber of the eye. 
It could be distinctly seen, and she had been advised by her physician to 
visit the city to have it removed Thought moro irritation would be pro- 
duced in this instance by the removal than it would be likely to produce if 
let alone, and advised rest, exclusion of light, cold applications, and an 
aperient, and had since learned that inflammation bad abated under that 
Ireatroent. Vision was imperfect, inflammation and pain moderately 
severe ; and he thought that if operation had been made, possibly the eye- 
ball would have been spoiled. Was satisfied in his own mind that if it 
oould not be taken out from the opening it had itself made, it should not 
be removed. This case was seen also by Drs. Rochester, Eastman aad 
Boardman, who coincided in the opinion he had expressed. The respon- 
sibility in such cases was sometimes great, and physicians might say, how 
stupid not to remove it! It required some courage to advise not to 
interfere. This case had been related and these remarks made for the pur- 
pose of placing on record, that such substances may often better be left 
than to run the risks attending attempts at removal. 
l^Dr. Cronyn said it was remarkable what prejudice would do in some such 
instances, There had recently been a discussion in London upon the very 
snbject. It used to be thought necessary to remove in order to save the 
opposite eye, but it is clearly stated in the Lancet report of the discussion 
that such substances should not be removed unless they are producing in- 
flammation. 

Has now a case where a piece of steel is unquestionably in the globe of 
the eye. It produces no great distubance; the globe is a little atrophied. 

Also related a case where a shot had been lodged in the posterior 
chamber of the eye. He was called, but before his arrival they had made 
ready for the operation. An old man, who had been a medical student 
and schoolmaster in Glasgow, had informed them, that if the Doctor knew 
anything he could turn the eye out and remove the shot immediately. The 
man was in amazement when he introduced a currette and displaced it into 
the vitrious humor, especiaUy when pain, which had been severe, imme- 
diately subsided. This substance could l>e distinctly felt with curette, yet 
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no effort was made to extract it So strong was the impression made 

npon the minds of the friends by the school master, that several physicians 

were consulted before they became satisfied as to the correctness of the 
practice, 

Drs. White, Ring, Cronyn, Wyckoflf, Rochester and others, spoke of the 
prevalence of pulmonary disease and scarlet fever, and also some cases of 
diphtheria. 

Dr. Miner had nothing to say of prevailing diseases, but desired to 
make a remark or two upon the subject introduced by Dr. White, though 
this had been passed in the order of exercises. Dr. White and others had 
recited cases where foreign substances had been left in the eye and so far 
as known no very serious consequences had followed. The final results of 
these cases are as yet undetermined, and if known to be favorable show, 
only that in these instances such practice was justifiable and safe. With- 
out having had his attention called to this subject with the view to learn 
what may have been the general opinions of authors of Ophthalmic Sur- 
gery, he was yet confident that surgeons had as a rule regarded the 
removal of such substances, when their positions could be distinctly 
discoverable as much more safe and proper than trusting to the expect- 
ation of their remaining harmless. Though Dr. Cronyn had informed us, 
that in the Lancet^ this principle had recently been settled, yet he could 
not think that any good authority could previous to this, be found to 
sustain the position that foreign bodies in plain sight in the eye should 
not be removed unless they can be taken from the opening made by their 
entrance within the globe. 

This suggestion from Dr. White was a very importan.t one, and though he 
did not desire to express a doubt but that the case from the country 
received most judicious advice, and that other cases related were properly 
treated, still he thought in many similar instances a skillful operator, with 
proper instruments and at favorable time, might renjove such foreign sub- 
stance and obtain better results than if left to the uncertainties of sponta- 
neous cure, 

Dt, Hockester desired to call the attention of the editor of the Medical 
Journal to the advertisement of Wade <fe Ford, of New York, with the 
attachment **Sole Agents for Firmenich's Irritation Instrument," thus 
giving those who are unacquainted the idea that it is something. That 
such thing should by any process obtain mention in the advertising sheet 
of the Buffalo Medical Journal, was quite surprising to hun, and he pre- 
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tamed the editor never had his attention called to it, for it is not long since, 
he condemned the practice in other medical journals of advertising to the 
profession an instrument possessing no advantages, whose use was cUimed 
and quackishlj applied, l^ an irregular practioner, as a sovereign remedy 
for all diseases. 

Dr. Miner replied that the publisher of thft Journal did not vouch for 
the goods advertised. If that was the idea of any one, they were mis- 
taken. Every careful reader of the Journal knew that the Editor regarded 
Firmenich^s Instrument as good for nothing. He was soriy that a firm 
manufacturing the best surgical instruments in this country should append 
to their card "Agents " for any such thing, and was sure that if they were 
well acquainted in Bufialo and vicinity it would be the last thing they 
would be agents for; and, if agents, would desire to have it known as little 
as possible. Was glad the subject had been introduced, thus giving oppor- 
tunity for explanation. 

Voted to adjourn. J. F. Miner, Secretary^ 



ART. III. — Fortdgn hody removed from the left Bronchus, 

BT J. F. MINER, M. D. 

Mre. T , a patient in the Buffalo General Hospital, while eating 

dinner became very suddenly strangulated, and appeared for a time, as 
though she would never breathe again ; at length, however, she was able 
to respire more easily, and finally became comparatively comfortable. 
When able to converse she said that her mouth contained, when she com- 
menced dinner, two pins, that .one of them was gone, and must have passed 
down her throat while eating her soup. The respiration becoming grad- 
ually more easy and the cough less severe than at first. It was hoped that 
the foreign body was not in the air passages, or if so, that it would be 
ejected, or was so situated as to remain harmless. On the sixth day after 
the accident I was invited to see and take charge of the case. Upon exam- 
ination it was found that the whole left lung was obstructed, the air enter- 
ing slowly and escaping in the same manner with extensive rhonchus. 
The seat of the obstruction could be easily and satisfactorily determined 
by the great amount of rale present at that point, and the impulse com- 
municated by the forced respiration. The patient was now examined by 
many of the hospital staff, and also by' several physicians not connected 
VOL. 3, NO. 4 — 17. 
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with the hospital. That there was some obstruction in the bronchial tube 
of the left lung was undoubted by all ; that it was so complete as to seri- 
ously endanger life was also unanimously conceded, the irritation and 
inflammation together with the cough and disphnoea being so great that 
life could not be prolonged for many hours unless rehef was afforded. In 
regard to the chances of success in attempting the removal, there was some 
differences of opinion, yet all agreed that they were few and uncertain ; 
that to reach the seat of obstruction and remove a foreign body which 
appeared stationary and immovable, was nearly a hopeless undertaking. 
Some advised trusting to the chances of spontaneous elimination, and rela- 
ted cases of recovery by such method, but this case was certain to soon 
terminate fatally unless the foreign substance could be removed. It was 
also agreed that though it was not very probable it could be removed, yet 
an attempt was justifiable. 

The patient was brought slowly and fully under the influence of sulphu- 
ric ether, and an opening made in the trachea as low as it was possible 
through the deep tissues of a fleshy young lady. After all hemorrhage 
had ceased, careful exploration was first made with a long silver probe, and 
the foreign body found distinctly present in the left bronchial tube, an inch 
or an inch and a half from the bifercation of the trachea. With small, 
long forceps, which had been bent for the purpose, an attempt was now made 
to seize and remove the offending substance, whatever it might prove to be. 
This was the difficult part of the operation, for respiration was frightfully 
embarrassed while yet the trachea was left unobstructed; any additional 
interference could be tolerated but for a few seconds only. After a few 
unsuccessful attempts our efforts were crowned by complete success, the 
foreign body being grasped and removed entire. It proved to be a piece of 
bone from the soup she was eating at the time of the accident. It was 
a little over an inch in length by half an inch in width, flattened a little, 
pointed and roughened. It had been inhaled and fortunately deposited in 
position where respiration could be continued by the opposite lung. The 
wound healed kindly, and all the symptoms of pulmonary irritation grad- 
ually subsided so that the patient was dismissed, the tenth day after 
the operation. 

After the inhalation of foreign substances into the air passages, there are 
a very small proportion of cases of spontaneous ejection during violent par- 
oxysms of coughing; these are usually instances where the foreign body is 
small and smooth, and is moving Up and down in the trachea. Upon this 



FORXIGN BODY RSUOVED, AC, BY J. P. MINER, M. D. 131 

groand a somewhat distinguished surgpon from Boston who was visitinnr 
the hospital at the time, and other medical men who were present advised 
trusting to the chances of spontaneous elimination, and related cases where 
kernels of corn, beans, and similar articles had been expelled. The hos- 
pital staff was united in the opinion that an effort to remove it was fully 
justifiable. 

This advice, to wait the natural issues, has an appearance of conserva- 
tism about it. Conservatism in surgery does not consist in delay in mak- 
ing necessary operation, or in trusting to natural agencies for relief because 
nature may have been known to have put forth almost miraculous effort, 
and in rare instances succeeded. Conservatism consists in discrimination of 
cases, with energy and ability to plan and execute whatever may be neces- 
sary for the accomplishment of desired objects. This substance did not 
move, it whs stationary, and there was no ground of expectation that it 
could ever spontaneously mako its escape. It was impacted firmly in the 
tube, and no natural effort could cause it to change locations. It was 
producing great distress, and had remained so long that there was consid- 
erable purulent secretion. The bone itself was so roughened and of such 
shape, that whan passed within the tube nothing could be supposed capa- 
ble of extracting it, except the forceps. That foreign substances lodged in 
the air passiges have been known to make their exit at other and distant 
parts of the body, having formed channels of exit by slow and gradual 
ulceration, the passage way being closed behind by the wonderful provis- 
ions of nature to protect and repair herself, forms no good ground of 
expectation that such results will follow sufficiently often to influence the 
plan of practice. 

It may be said that after the successful removal, it is safer to talk of the 
propriety of such operation than before, while the character and shape of 
the foreign body was uncertain and the possibility of reaching it yet 
nndemonstrated. If the effort had not been crowned by success; if the 
patient had died in the attempt., the satisfaction afibrded by the fact that 
vigorous effort was made to save life, would have compensated in great 
degree, for the chagrin and mortification of failure, and would have been 
much more creditable to the energy and skill of those haying charge, than 
to have neglected such effort. 
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CORRESPOJs^DENCE. 



SPONTANEOUS SALIVATION. 
Editor Medical and Surgical Journal : 

In the last number of the Journal I notice an article on "Spontaneoa 
Salivation; a Suggestion" which tome appears so wonderfully suggestive, 
that when I read it I felt induced to lay down my meerschaum and write a 
short discourse, taking said article for my text. I will commence by assert- 
ing my belief that the Surgeon-General may be more than half right in 
withholding such dangerous medicines as calomel and tartar emetic, from the 
supply table, for the reason that many who were fortunate enough through 
political or other powerful influences to obtain medical appointments in th^ 
volunteer service, knew little or nothing, practically, of the effects of those 
powerful drugs upon the human system, and hence the reason that a rou- 
tine practice of making prescriptions, into which Hydrargyrum in some form 
entered largely, prevailed; and it is not strange that with the use of vinegar 
and other acids with which it would come in contact in the stomach, chang- 
ing the mild chloride to the bi-chloride, that salivation would follow and 
that frequently. 

It cannot be denied that there is a recklessness in the army, not only in 
prescriptions but of human life generally. Who would like to trust the 
physician with the care of his loved ones at home, who would make a pre- 
scription founded upon the following short Fcicntific examination : 

What is the matter with you ? How are your bowels ? Jjct me see your 
tongue. 

Pilula hydrargyri et morphia. No matter what the complaint, the same 
prescription for all. 

Or would one who would himself take seventy grains ofsulph. quinine at 
a single dose, be any more safe. This I have seon and was not surprised 
to see the same surgeon, a few days after on his way to Washington, sick 
and his regimont deprived of his (valuable?) services on the eve of, and dur- 
ing a series of battles. But I am wandering from my text. The article says 
"While serving with the 2l8t Regiment in August, 1862, I met several 
cases of spontaneous salivation, and as they served to prove to me, at least., 
that the disease was not a myth, and that it might exist in the army, I 
am inclined to the belief that it may have often been mistaken for the mer- 
curial affection." Who ever supposed that the disease described by authors 



COtlRfeSt^Ol^DBNeK!. 183 

as Spontaneous Salivation was a myth f If pregnant women and teething 
children composed the army, and particularly the 21st Regiment, it would 
not surprise me that the doctor should meet with '''several cases in that 
ReginuTit in August, 1862." But as that Regiment was composed of full- 
grown men (in whom the disease is certainly rare), I cannot but distrust 
the doctor's diagnosis. It is unfortunate, perhaps, for the cause of science 
and the unfortunate surgeons of the army, that the Doctor kept no records 
and has to rely upon memory for such an important discovery; one that 
unfolds all the mystery of the Surgeon- General's order in regard to Calo- 
mel and Tartar Emetic It is all explained now in the wonderful discovery 
of •* Spontaneous Salivation." Let us take a look at the " cases :" 

1st, "In August, 1862 .... I discovered symptoms of severe saliva- 
tion in a patient in the regimental hospital. As I had been giving him 
some calomel, I of course attributed it to that, and such was the view of 
Dr. Wilcox. My only diflSculty was to account for so severe symptoms 
from such a small quantity of the drug as he had taken." Now here is a 
case of severe salivation following the administration of calomel, believed 
to be such at the time by the surgeon giving it, and that opinion con- 
firmed by Dr. Wilcox, and now cited by our learned friend, as an example 
of •'spontaneous salivation." The profession ought to be forever grateful 
for such an irrefragible argument. 

Case 2' — ** A few days later I found the same affection in a man who 
had taken no mercury at all," (queer). This is all said of case 2. Now, I 
am disposed to take this statement with many grains of allowance. Many 
of the officers and men carried medicines of their own, and may have taken 
it unknown to the surgeon. And where there is so much shirking duty as 
there is in the army, they would not be likely to tell if they had obtained 
the medicine and taken it. It is a pity that the Doctor's memory does not 
extend to the other four cases, as he says there were " about half-a-dozen 
cases in the 21st Regiment, in the month of August." That regiment, 
on the first of August^ 1862, may have numbered six hundred men. That 
would be one per cent affected with <' spontaneous salivation," some, at 
least, of whom had taken calomel. This would give us, if we have 500,000 
men in the field, 5,000 salivated men with or without calomel in a sin* 
gle month. There is no good reason for supposing that the disease was 
confined to the 21st regiment. This statement being true, is it any won- 
der the Surgeon-General opened his eyes to the matter, and cause of all 
this salivation ? 
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To detect the diSereDce between mercurial and spontaneous salivation 
would not, I fancy, be very difficult for an experienced physician. Hence 
in my mind arise serious doubts as to the correctness of the Doctor^s mem- 
ory or conclusions, for this reason. On the 9th of August, 1882, every 
man in the 21st regiment, sick and unfit for active duty, was sent to the 
hospital, some 40 or more. At daylight the regiment marched and par- 
ticipated in the Pope campaign, during which time, while marching and 
fighting, there must have been little time for observation, for the man that 
could not march and fight would of necessity receive very slight attention 
from the surgeons, for the race was swift and dangerous. To establish his 
"theory" the Doctor very conveniently for him, but equally unfortunately 
for his case, **put8 mercury out of the question, even in the cases of those 
who had taken it." and innocently thinks there was no mistake in his diag- 
nosis. It is from no "pique" that I have noticed in this frank manner 
the Doctor^s paper. I have ever looked upon him as one destined to make 
his mark in the profession; and this notice will, I trust, be met by him in 
the same spirit, and if it should unfortunately cause irritation and the 
''other plans of treatment" should fail to soothe it, that the remedy found 
*^ most effectual " will cure the wound as readily as it did ** spontaneous 
salivation." 

By what process of reasoning a surgeon can '^put mercury out of the 
question even in the case of those who had taken it," is certainly too much 
for ray poor comprehension. Nor does it depend so much upon idiosyn* 
cracy of constitution, as upon the presence of an excess of acids. " Two 
grains of calomel may, and has been known to produce severe salivation 
when followed by dilute sulph. acid. The acids naturally contained in the 
stomach are the muriatic and acetic, and a grain or two of calomel or a 
few grains of blue mass would be sufficient to cause serious salivation, if 
thus changed into the bi-chlorido."* 

In conclusion permit me to say, that the " obloquy heaped upon the 
heads of some army surgeons cannot be so easily averted, even were it 
generally known that salivation is not always a sign of over-dosing by 
mercury.'* Mkdioub. 

« Braithwaite, Fart I, page 45. 
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Sturois, Mich.» October 21, 1863, 

Editor of If ed. and Siurg. Journal, Buffalo, N. Y. : 

Dear Doctor : — In my communication in October number of the t/bwr- 
nalj upon "Spotted Fever" I fiod two errors. On page 83, 3d line, for 
"characteristic symptoms," read "characteristic eruption,^^ On page 84, 
13th and 15th lines, for "1853" read "1863." 

I will endeavor to send you another communication for the December 

number. 

Yours, truly, E. W. Jen&s. 



MISCELLANEOUS. 



ON THE EMPLOYMENT OF ANAESTHETICS IN OBSTETRIC MEDICINE 

AND SURGERY. 

BT HORATIO R. 8T0RBR, M. D., OP BOSTON, BURGEON TO THE PLEASANT STREET 
HOSPITAL FOR WOMEN. 

In ordinary surgical practice it would be viewed as cruel, if not decid- 
edly wrong, to perform an operation without the previous induction of 
an:esthesia. This, however, is as yet often considered unsafe, unnecessary 
or unadvisable in obstetric practice, and in midwifery especially its aid is in 
this region, as a general thing, still withheld. In behalf, therefore, of those 
whose suflferings in the imperfect or abnormal performance of their pecul- 
iar function are doubtless far more exquisite and agonizing than we as men 
can possibly realize, I would claim precisely the same propriety and the 
8an>e necessity for the use of anaesthetics in obstetrics as is now acknowl- 
edged in other and general practice. 

The subject is one with which I happen to have been brought into pecu- 
liarly close relations; for the past eight years, and by a large circle of 
medical friends, I have been often importuned to state my convictions 
regarding it I am satisfied that there exist several important and very 
prevalent errors, and in speaking decidedly it will be from extended per- 
sonal experience. 

Yarioua objections have been brought against the employment of anaes- 
thetics, but it will be found that their use has been advanced by the very 
arguments relied upon by their opponents. Many of these being upon 
their very face absurd, I shall notice only those that are in any degree 
plausible. 

It has been asserted — 
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1. — That ansesthetics are hazardous to life; 

2. — That they have a tendeacy to develop immortalities, alike 

Id operator 
and patient; 

3. — ^That it is unnecessary to abrogate pain, a natural phnomenon; 

4. — That to do so is controversial of Scripture; and 

5, — That their use is liable to produce subsequent ill eflfects upon the 
immediate or remote health of the patient. 

Of these objections, two apply to the general use of angestbesia, and the 
last three more especially to its employment in midwifery ; though the last 
of them all, that involving a subsequent deleterious influence, to a certain 
extent has a general bearing. As to the first of them, which, with the 
exception of the last, is really the only one deserving serious consideration, 
it will be noticed that the argument applies with different force to ether 
and chloroform, the two anaesthetics generally employed ; and to these 
again, with still other degree, as they may be resorted to in midwifery or 
for the other purposes of obstetric medicine or surgery. 

I shall return to these points, and now merely state in answer to, first, 
the general objection that ansBsthetics are hazardous to life; 

flf. — That anaesthesia is no more hazardous than other measures acknowl- 
edged by the profession to be not merely justifiable, but absolutely neces- 
sary; and 

b, — That its use is often less hazardous than its absence. 

To the second objection no more weight attaches than as regards the use 
of any narcotic or stimulant. 

To the third, which covers the use of anaesthetics in labor, we reply that 
pain is of ilself an evil, and of itself depresses the vital powers; that 
delays are here always dangerous to the life of either mother or child ; thnt 
a naturally painless labor is almost never seen, and that to shorten the 
average duration of labor is to annually save tens of thousands of lives now 
sacrified. 

The fourth objection applies equally to the whole practice of obstetric 
medicine and surgery, and therefore though it could be logically disproved, 
it needs no further reply. 

The last objection to which we have referred, is based upon a belief that 
the use of an anaesthetic renders the patient, in general practice, more 
liable to affections of the circulation or nervous system, and in labor pre- 
disposes her to post-partum hemorrhage, etc. There is no doubt of this 
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liability when the agent is an improper one or unskilfalij administered, and 
it is to the freqaency of such instances that we may fairly attribute the 
prevalent opinion. On the other hand, I do not hesitate to assert that, 
under other circumstances, no such fear need be entertained. As far as 
regards the possible sequelsB of child-bed, it will be seen that anaesthetics, 
when properly exhibited, •increase the force of the uterine contractions, and 
probably, also, the very uterine contractility, so that in such cases liability 
to post-partum hemorrhag^e, for instance, would be decidedly lessened; and 
in abnormal labor,' where the uterus itself, for operative measures, is pur- 
posely put to sleep, rapid delivery would be hardly likely to occur, unless 
by design, allowing the uterus, therefore, sufficient time to awaken again, 
as it would be sure to do. Should, however, hemorrhage take place under 
these circumstances, it would probably have occurred without the anaes- 
thetic — for this agent does not separate the placenta from the uterine wall, 
any more than it produces, as has been gravely asserted of it in more 
than one instance, an hydrocephalic or an encephalous foetus. 

On the other haul, the obstetric advantages of anaesthesia are decided — 
giving 

to the patient 

relief from pain and 
saving of her vital powers — 
and to the operator 

increased facilities for action from muscular relaxation, 
and absence of disturbing elements, 
emotional and intellectual. 
The indications for its use in obstetrics are — general and special. 
1. — ^It is useful for purposes of diagnosis — ^both in cases puerperal 

and non-puerperal. 
It stops spasmodic and reflex muscular action, as in the various forms of 
hysteria, subduing general convulsive disturbances, quieting the abdominal 
muscles where their movement, regular or irregular, would suggest those of 
a foetus in utero, flatteninjf the surface in so-called spurious pregnancy, 
^^trai^hteniii':^ joints suppo^^ed anchylosed or otherwise diseased, checking the 
exir^mi tenesmus of vagia'i or rectum, by which prolapsus uteri, cystocele 
or rectocole :\V6 at tlmji stimulated; and in other cases it prevents the 
involuntary shrinking from pain, and consequent almost involuntary mus- 
cular action, during a severe exanaination. 
vou 3, NO. 4 — 18. 
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2. — It relieves pain, anxiety and restlessness during 

disease, as dysmenorrhoea, carcinoma, etc. ; 
operations, non-puerporal and puerperal ; 
and especially during labor — 
thereby shortening it and lessening its mortality and dangers, to mother 
and child. 

3. — It is indicated in labor, not merely because 

a, it relieves pain, anxiety and restlessness, and so saves the vital pow- 
ers, as already said ; but because 

6. it dilates the os and vaginal passage — often relieving rigidity where 
such exists; 

c, it relaxes the voluntary muscles, preternatu rally excited by reflex 
action, preventing their interference and undue effect; 

d, it excites the uterine fibres, producing greater uterine contraction and 
thereby preventing inertia and hemorrhage ; 

e, it prevents puerperal convulsions where threatened, and where they 
are present it abates them ; 

^ /. it facilitates manual or instrumental assistance whei'e such is required. 
As to the relative value of the two anjesthetics for obstetric purposes: 
Between ether and chloroform, putting aside all local prejudices, which 
both in Europe and America have been allowed altogether too much 
weight, there are certain differences noticed, worthy of grave consideration. 
That I may not be misunderstood, I shall express myself very plainly, and 
in view of the circumstances under which I have experimented with each 
of these agents,* I trust the profession will feel inclined to look fairly at 
my views of the subject, even if in some respects they run counter to the 
generally received opinion. 

I think I may state the following as rules for practice : 
1. — Ether alone, and never chloroform, should be used for purposes of 
diagnosis and in all cases of operative surgery, capital or minor, general or 
obstetric, except those immediately pertaining to labor. 

** My first impressions and estimate of ether were formed in Boston, from direct 
observance of its effects in the bauds of those who first applied it to practice, and 
who have ever since kept its best interests in view. I refer to these sources in con- 
nection with my own private experience with the agent, now by no means inconsid- 
erable, inasmuch as they hava all led me to a single conclusion. My first impres- 
sions and estimate of chloroform, against which I had been decidedly prejudiced, 
were formed from daily, I might say hourly, familiarity with it during my sojourn in 
Edinburgh with Prof. Simpson, who, while he was the first ever to use ether in 
midwifery, was only led to discover the aniesthetic properties of chloroform, at 
deliberate and repeated risk to his own life, by experience of the disadvantages of 
ether for the purposes of labor. 
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2. — Chlorororm alone should be used in midwifery, to the entire exclu- 
sion of ether. 

That deaths have taken place in general practice from the use of chloro- 
form, I freely admit. It is remarkable, however, that many of these cases 
have been of the simplest operations, as in dentistry, and that death often 
occarred before the operation had commenced, the agent having been 
exhibited not to lessen but to prevent pain, the nervous system being in a 
quiesceDt condition. 

For the ordinary purposes of surgery, therefore, it is plain that as less 
rbk in such cases does pertain to ether, it should be used in preference to 
chloroform. With regard to the practice of midwifery, however, it is far 
different To the present date, so far as I am aware, there does not exist 
on record, from the thousands of obstetric cases in which chloroform has 
been used, a single instance where death cim be legitimately attributed to 
its influence. With certain allegations to the contrary I am of course 
famiHar, but in the cases upon which these are based, the fatal result seems 
in every instance to have been directly dependent, not upon chloroform, but 
upon one or other of the following causes: 

The agent was impure, or 

was administered by an incompetent attendant, 
whether whysician or nurse; 
the patient, without other care or supervision, herself induced the anaesthesia, 
either during the labor 
or subsequently — or 

there existed some previous disease or unavoidable corapli- 
eatioiiy that of itself must necessarily have produced death. 

Such being the fact, the objection falls. It cannot be said that if not on 
record » unfortunate cases, directly depending upon chloroform, must yet 
have occurred; for there are too many opponents of anaesthesia, who 
would at occe seize upon and publish them did they exist 

If such immunity in childbed be granted to chloroform, as I conceive 
must be done, upon what grounds can it be explained ? Upon several. 

Firstly : labor, though so often treated and spoken of to the contrary, is 
escntially a normal and strictly physiological action — the great end for 
which, sexually and anatomically speaking, woman was formed. The 
shuck, therefore, to the system which she undergoes during child-bed, 
though in the simplest cases so tremendous, is one for which, to a great 
extent, provision has already been made. There is at that time a greater 
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tolerance of nervous shock, for want of a better expression, than we find 
in ordinary surgical cages of apparently much less proportionate severity, 
especially if these be in disease of long standing, or after severe accident, 
where the vital powers have been in consequence undermined, or an impor- 
tant organ has been structurally disorganized. In these tases the vitality 
of the patient may be considered as below par; in labor, on the contrary, 
it is decidedly exalted, and above par. 

Upon this point, the obstetric tolerance of chloroform, other elements 
seem to bear, as 

Secondly : the excitability of the reflex system in the female is notori- 
ous; and that this is enhanced not merely by abnormal processes, as of 
various uterine or ovarian disease, but even by the perfectly healthy per- 
formance of natural functions, as of menstruation, copulation and concep- 
tion. This influence is very evident during the whole terra of gestation, 
and it is undoubtedly as powerful during labor. If it were granted that 
the liability to fatal depression or collapse from the use of chloroform 
existed during parturition to so great a degree as at other times, agaiost 
which, however, we have other reasoning and direct negative evidence 
besides, it is probable that in the very exaltation of the whole reflex sys- 
tem to which I refer, we have a sufficient safeguard and cura 

But still further: 

Thirdly: It is now generally believed that in the female, during the 
period of menstruation, a large elimination of carbon from the sanguineous 
system takes place through the medium of tho uterus, and that at these 
times, accordingly, the lungs are relieved of a portion of their usual work. 
If this be true, and there is certainly strong evidence in its favor, then it 
follows, normal labor taking place almost precisely at the time of the peri- 
odical menstrual molimen,* that a certain amount of adverse impression 
might be produced at this time upon the general system through the lungs, 
which could not safely be induced by the same channel at another. 

By the three theories I have now propounded, namely, (1) the gradual 
preparation of the system for the shock of parturition, (2) the existence of 
an unusual, and for the time tonic, stimulus to the nervous system, by 
which cardiac paralysis may be averted, and (3) an unusual, and for the 
time tonic, depuration and decarbonization of the blood through the ute- 

• This moUmea undoubtedly occurs to a certain extent, though perhaps almost 
imperceptibly, at its regular interval throughout gestation, rendering the patient 
moch more liable to abort at some times than others upon slight provocation. 
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rine sinuses, by which the ordinary tendency to asphyxia from the use of 
chJoroform may be prevented — do we not have a satisfactory explanation 
of the immunity from accident that has been observed in the exhibition of 
this agent during childbirth?* 

I have dwelt at length upon this point in my brief summary, the immu- 
nity of chloroform during labor, because its apparent iuexplicability has 
been to many a sufficient reason to decide them at once against its use. 
••We grant that a death may never yet have occurred from chlorofor.n in 
childbed/* has more than once been said to me by friends of high author- 
ity, ** but yon may possibly lose your next patient, and are therefore not 
justified in such hazard." I confess that early in practice I shared these 
fears, but since the arguments now urged have suggested themselves, such 
scruples have gone, and of late I have not hesitated to administer chloro- 
form to parturient patients far gone in cardiac and pulmonary disease. 

The arguments above advanced have not, I think, been hitherto as dis- 
tinctly presented by any writer or teacher, though in part they may have 
been foreshadowed. f Do they not explain certain other intricate obstetric 
problems? As, for instance, the alleged improvement of phthisical women 
dariog pregnancy; the apparent relief to pulmonary disease sometimes 
seen, when complicated with amenorrhoea, during vicarious menstruation; 
and also the rapid decline in consumptive patients, occasionally occurring 
after parturition. I would call the attention of thoracists to these severa][ 



To return — 

The use of chloroform in midwifery, granting, as I have claimed, its 
safety for this purpose, has certain positive advantages over ether; suffi- 
cient, I consider, to entitle it to decided preference-! 

* It might be thought that the last of the theories proposed would apply with 
equal force to the case of purely venous hemorrhage from any ordinary source. I 
conceive, however, that even were we to allow a certain amount of influence in such 
cases, which have not as yet in this connection been at alljnvestigated, it is the fact 
of the occurrence as a regular and normal physiological phenomenon during labor, 
no matter how small in extent, that furnishes the key to the whole question. 

f I frankly acknowledge that my attention was first riveted upon this question 
some thirteen years ago by my friend Dr. Walter Ghanning, to whose philosophical 
remarks upon the subject in his excellent treatise upon Etherization in Childbirth, I 
would refer my readers. 

X To these I called the attention of the profession several years since, at a meet- 
ing of the Suffolk District Medical Society, at which it had been proposed that the 
physicians of this city should once for all stamp their emphatic and general condem- 
nation upon the inhalation of chloroform. I then claimed that whatever objections 
might be urged against the drug for ordinary practice, an exception must be made 
in its favor fbr cases of midwifery, promising that at a future day I would revert to 
the subject. I accordingly now redeem this pledge. 
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1. — The vapor of chloroform is much more agreeable to the patient and 
to the physician. 

2. — It is less likely to occasion any unpleasant or depressing concomit- 
ant, as nausea, vomiting, eta 

3. — Being more powerful than ether, it induces anaesthesia with much 
more rapidity — a matter of great iroportance in labor, where it is always 
necessary, except where operative interference is required, that the effect of 
the anaesthetic should be confined to the pains, and not pass over into the 
interval, 

4. — Its eflfects are much more transient than those of ether, a character- 
istic of equal value with the last, and for precisely the same reason, namely, 
that 

5. — It does not, as is frequently the case, with ether,* prevent the recur- 
rence of the pains, and so stop the progress of the labor. 

6. — It is more eflScacious than ether for restraining or preventing puer- 
peral convulsions and puerperal mania. 

It has been suggested to me by a close observer, Dr. Mclntire, now of 
Concord, N. H., whose use of chloroform in childbed has been very exten- 
sive and dates from its first suggestion to the profession, that when resorted 
to there is much less danger of puerperal fever, if the patient, as is often 
the case, has been directly exposed to contagion or any other exciting cause. 
From the facts communicated to me by Dr. Mclntire, I am inclined to 
think there are good grounds for his opinion, There is no doubt, at any 
rate, of the efficacy of chloroform in preventing exhaustion, nervous irrita- 
tion and other predisposing causes 

As to the time of its administration, a point upon which there has been 
much difference of opinion: 

Generally, its use is hardly required till the completion of the first stage 
of labor, when the os uteri has become fairly dilated. Should there exist, 
however, sufficient suffering at an earlier period, the agent should certainly 
then be resorted to. It should be given only during the pains, except a 
complication exist requiring manual or instrumental interference, when its 
use should be continued through the interval ; and in this lies one of the 
chief advantages of chloroform in midwifery, that whereas given during 
the pains alone, and properly, it not only does not interfere with the uterine 

• The liability of etber in this respect is notorious. For a single admission to the 
point, and among many that might be adduced, I will refer to editorial articles in 
the BvHon Med. and Surg. Journal for August of the present year, (pp. 63 and 87,) 
published after the above paper was publicly read. 
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contractions, but regulates, if inconstant, and enhances them, on the other 
hand, if a cessation of that action be required to enable us safely to pursue 
any noeasures within the cavity of the uterus, as for turning or applying 
forceps above the brim, we can obtain it by extending the use of the agent 
through the interval. In a large proportion of cases it will not be neces- 
aary, at any time during the labor, to induce complete insensibility ; a very 
few breaths of chloroform, sometimes indeed a single one, sufficing to 
annul the sensation of pain. 

The absolute amount given is usually too small and with too sparing a 
hand. Somewhat like opium, we get from minute doses a period of excite- 
ment and perhaps of delirium that is escaped by more decided application. 
The great secret is to produce the narcotism as rapidly as possible, and yet 
gradually obtain our mastery over the respiratory organs. This remark 
applies with equal force to the administration of ether in ordinary surgical 
practice, though its importance is too often lost sight of or not fully appre- 
ciated. 

At first, and throughout, atmospheric air should be freely admitted wiih 
the vapor applied ; and therefore I would condemn any form of artificial 
inhaler, however carefully oonstructed. The simplest form is the best, and 
a mere handkerchief or napkin will answer every indication if it be only 
borne in mind that the vapor of chloroform is much heavier than air, and 
if properly applied will descend about the face of its own weight* Atten- 
tion to this fact will also prevent the possibility of vesicating or unduly 
irritating the njucous or cutaneous surfaces. The patient should be told 
from the outset to inspire very deeply; the motion soon becomes automatic, 
and the vapor, by penetrating every pulmonary vesicle, produces a much 
more profound and instantaneous effect. Throughout the inhalation and as 
a matter of course, due attention should be given to the pulse, and more 
especially to the respiration of the patient. 

I have referred to the necessity of the agent being perfectly pure and 
reliable. In this matter perhaps I may be over-cautious; but upon per- 
sonally inhaling many specimens of chloroform, procured from different 

• A suggestion has been made to me by Dr. Sutherland, the well-known Profes- 
por of Chemistry at Montreal, that may prove of extreme value in preventing the 
occurrence of accident from chloroform in ordinary surgical practice. It is that the 
face and body of the patient during inhalation should be turned more to one side 
than is generally the case. The weight of the vapor being such as after a few inspi- 
rations to fill and almost hermetrically seal the lungs by its mere gravity, the posi- 
tion I have indicated would evidently allow more perfect expiration and a much 
more complete entrance and admixture of atmospheric air than is otherwise possible. 
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sources, there has apparently been evident a diversity of effect, and I there- 
fore still confine myself to what from long experience I have every reason 
to be satisfied with — the manufacture of Messrs. Duncan & Flockhart, of 
Edinburgh, procuring it either through friends or responsible parties in the 
trade.* 

Of chloric ether I have had much less experience than of sulphuric ether 
and chloroform; knowing no reason to prefer it to either of these agents 
while there are several decided objections to its use, I omit its further 
•mention. 

It is sometimes asked, if a patient should bo urged to the use of an 
anaesthetic, when timid or prejudiced against it. This is a question that, 
personally, I have no hesitation in answering affirmatively. These fears, as 
already said, are perfectly groundless, when the agent is properly given and 
its use duly restricted. The risk to life in labor lie rather in the absence of 
an ansesthetic than in its administration, and so does the liability to a tedi- 
ous recovery. Few, if any patients, and this remark applies also to cases 
of general surgery, but can safely bear an anaesthetic, and come kindly 
under its influence, too, if it be properly exhibited ; and every additional 
example of this that we may be able to present in practice, is so far a refu- 
tation of the . belief to the contrary that so generally obtains. For this 
reason I should advise its use under the circumstances we are now consid- 
ering, but not for this alone. Since entering obstetrical practice, it has 
been with me a matter of conscience, this abolishing the last and most 
exquisite agony of all, save dissolution, to which, in one respect, the rend- 
ing asunder of two distinct natures during childbirth, it bears no slight 
resemblance. 

I can recall not one single case of labor among several hundred where I 
have given chloroform, in which, however simple or complicated the case, 
I have noticed the slightest ill effect from the anresthetic ; in all, I am satis- 
fied, its use was attended with benefit to the patient. I refer to this per- 

* Messrs. Metcalf & Co. and Leopold Babo, of Boston, are prepared, I believe, to 
furnish chloroform directly from Messrs. Duncan & Flockhart. 

The above rules one would suppose to be simple enough. With reference to the 
objection made, as in this Journal for October 15th, page 228, that ignorance of 
these plain and reliable formulae as to the administration of chloroform, because, 
common, is sufficient argument against learning them, it applies equally to every 
drug of any power used by medical men. Because accidents have happened, in the 
hands of the ignorant, from their exhibition in surgery, the agent is not to be 
blamed or lightly thrown aside ; that accidents have happened from their exhibitions 
in the hands of the wise and skillful, who were yet on an important point or points 
ignorant, careless or forgetful, should no more be laid to the agent*s discredit. 
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Bonal experience for the same reason that has controlled my practice — ^that 
I Leiicre that in the advancement of medicine, individual influence but 
b€gins with the cases, be they few or many, under a physician's care. It is 
tbe example and the embodied thought that avail. 



OX THE USE OF VERATRA. IN THE ACUTE ARTICULAR RHEUMATISM OF 

CHILDREN'. 

Acute articular rheumatism may be regarded as a disease of the sthenic 
order, and depressing remedies may therefore be employed in young sub- 
jects who are attacked by it, provided that these remedies are used dis- 
creetly, and that their effects are closely watched. M. Bouchut has made 
a number of practical observations on the employment of veratria in the 
treatment of acute articular rheumatism in children. He frequently, and 
indeed almost daily, employs this medicine in the disease alluded to, and 
he is well satisfied with the effects produced, both in regard to its tolerance 
by the patients and to its efficacy. He administers the veratria to children 
either in pills or in a julep, taking care tc> add an equal quantity of an 
opiate to facilitate tolerance. He begins by a dose of 1 to 5 milligram- 
mes, (a milligramme is -0154 of a troy grain,) according to the age, the 
last dose being that which he generally prescribes for a child at the age of 
ten. He then increases the dose progressively from day to day, doubling 
it the second day, tripling it the third, and so on in succession, but always 
watching the effects produced, and regulating the dose accordingly. He 
has thus sometimes reached thirty-five or forty milligrammes a day, given 
Id seven or eight piJls at equal intervals in the twenty-four hours. As 
soon as there is any sensible improvement in the pain and in the rate of 
the circulation, he follows an inverse progression, diminishing the dose every 
<iay, so as to return gradually to the original quantity, and at last discon- 
tinuing the use of the medicine altogether, — Bulletin Gen, de TherapeU' 
Uque, July 15, 1862. 



ON rHLORIDZINE AND ITS USES.-BY Da. D. Ricci. 

Phloridzine is a neutral principle existing in considerable quantities in 

the bark of the root of the apple, plum, and cherry trees, but principally 

in the root of the apple tree. It appears in the market in the form of a 

dirty-whitish powder, consisting of broken-up, silky needles, somewhat 

VOL. 3, HO. 4 — 19. 
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resembling quiuine which has not been well bleached, and when rubbed 
between the fingers it has a soft, veWetj feel, very like that of French chalk. 
When crystalized by slow cooling from a dilute solution, previously treated 
with freshly prepared animal charcoal, phloridzine may be obtained per- 
fectly white, and in the form of long silk needles. Its taste is peculiar, 
being bitter at first, but afterwards somewhat sweetish, with a flavor of 
apples. Phloridzine diflers from quinine by containing no oitrogen in its 
chemical composition, but in this respect it resembles salicine, to which it is 
much allied. Like salicine, it does not combine with acids to form salts, is 
very soluble in alcohol, ether, or boiling water, but requires one thousand 
parts of cold water for solution. 

The cases in which Dr. De Ricci has employed phloridzine with most 
success have been certain forms of atonic dyspepsia occurring in delicate 
females, to whom it was impossible to administer either bark, quinine, or 
salicine in any shape, without bringing on serious nervous excitement. He 
has also found it extremely well adapted for the treatment of young chil- 
dren of delicate constitutional habit, or when recovering from whooping- 
cough, infantine fever, or any other disease. The doses he has employed 
are five grains three or four times a day for adults, and proportionately 
smaller doses for young children. In prescribing phloridzine it must be 
borne in mind that it is almost insoluble in cold water, but the addition of 
a very small quantity of ammonia instantly dissolves it; thus, by adding 
to an eight ounce mixture, containing a drachm of phloridzine, a few 
drachms of aromatic spirit of ammonia, the fluid which was previously 
milky becomes perfectly clear, and the addition of the aromatic spirit 
rather improves the mixture than otherwise. Dr. De Ricci relates the case 
of a young lady of a strumous constitution, sufl'ering from chlorosis, in 
which the effects of phloridzine were manifestly favorable. The patient 
was unable to take iron in any shape, and both quinine and salicine equally 
disagreed with her; but phloridzine agreed perfectly well, and her constitu- 
tion improved so much under its use that she was subsequently able to 
take citrate of iron and strychnia in grain doses, which ultimately effected 
a perfect cure. Dr.De Ricci thus recapitulates the advantages of this drug; 
it is tolerated in cases where neither quinine, nor salicine, nor bark, can be 
administered with impunity ; it is particularly adapted to young children, it 
is not expensive, and it is abundantly supplied in Great Britain, thus ren- 
dering us independent of the rapidly diminishing cinchona forests of South 
America, — Dublin Quar. Jour, of Medical Science^ August, 1863. 



EDITORIAL. 147 

ON PULSE-BREATH. 
bt c. radclyirrs hall, m.d., r.r.c.p., physician to the hospital fob consumption, 

Torquay. 
Dr. Radc]jti'e Hall, by the term ** pulse-breath," signifies aa audible pnl- 
sation corn munica ted to the breath a.s it issues from the mouth, by each 
beat of the hearL The souud is that of a gentle gushing of the breath 
synchronous with each pulsation of the heart, and the degree of audibility 
Taries in different cases and in the same case under varying circumstances 
Dr. Hall has heard it so loud, that he cou^d count the pulse by it at a 
distance of fifteen feet, and on the other hand it has been so subdued, that 
it was requisite to listen clost) to the patient's face for its detection. He 
heard it distinctly in two cases of phthisis in an advanced stage, and he con- 
sidered that the mechanism of the production of the phonomenon is easily 
explained. A phthisical cavity old enough to possess rather dense walls 
and tolerably dry, by being emptied of its customary contents, and not 
immediately separated from the heart by permeable lung-tissues, vibrates 
with each beat of the heart, and at each vibration throws the air in the 
cavity, trachea« larynx, and mouth into a sonorous pulsation. When the 
cavity is more or less filled with liquid, it no longer vibrates, and as this is 
the habitual sUite of a cavity which has not collapsed, the phenomenon of 
" poise-breath" is a rare occurrence. But Dr. Hall observed the same, 
phenomenon in a totally different case — namely, one of cardiac disease 
with enlarged liver, pulmonic congestion, and general anasarca. In the 
latter instance the explanation is more difficult than when a phthisical cavity 
exists, but the sound is supposed to be due to the impulse of the heart con- 
veyed through the bloodvessels to the air-cells and passages. ** Pulse- 
breath" has been hitherto undescribed by authors. — Medico- Chimrgical 
Review. 
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DRUGS IN THE TREATMENT OF DISEASE. 

The element of physic in medical practice is certainly becoming more 

simple ; our drugs are fewer and much less complicated. The progress of 

true medical science has greatly qualified our estimate of the value of mere 

medicine in the treatment of disease. While physicians regard quinine as 
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cure for ague — nobodj koows how; and many believe that roercur}* has 
sorae strange power over venereal poiBon ; yet even quinine oft«n fails, and 
the uses of mercury are becoming circumscribed rather than extending. 
Every day is showing the value of measures founded upon a rational study 
of the body and itsdiseaaes; at the same time, no sound man is very sanguine 
in his expectations of discovering specifics for the cure of the various dis- 
eases common among mankind. 

The sore that used to be treated with an unguent composed of twenty 
ingredients, heals under moi^^t lint, when placed in proper position, or sup- 
ported by the stimulus nf gentle pressure. The pneumonia that used to be 
attacked with heroic remedies — bleeding, antimony and calomel — now 
gets well with horizontal position and small doses of Dover's powder. 
Inflammation even of the serous membranes, which formerly received 
most active medication is now observed to terminate favorably, if pain is 
abated and sleep obtained by a full anodyne. The more painless or 
even pleasant a physician can make his treatment, the mOre he can 
divest it of irritating and disturbing characters, the better is it, and the 
greater and more acceptable is he. The chief characteristic of advancing 
therapeutics, is to respectfully watch the natural course of disease, 
to |regard pathological processes only as modifications of physiological 
ones, with natural tendency to terminate in harmonious and healthy action 
when the obstructions are overcome which these pathological processes 
themselves were put in action to remove. We often see in the worst forms 
of disease "an etibrt of nature to throw off the morbific matter, and thus 
cure the patient." All this is done without any detraction from the dig- 
nity and importance of the physician; he is indeed much more worthy 
public admiration and confidence than he who would attain no more than 
the same result by the most active medical warfare. 

Physicians never talked so modestly about ^* curing'' disease as now, and 
those who excel in this modesty do most towards the furtherance of this 
object 

Pseudo-medicine talks loudly of s|)ccifics, and makes no account of the 
provisions of nature for the cure of disease. Medicine is everything, nature 
perverse and destructive without its regenerating power, "every disease 
and symptom of disease has its corresponding remedy," we may say rem- 
edies," for it is astonishing how multiplied and unending are its resources. 
One medicine is never sufiicient to cure disease, it always requires two or 
more, alternated with exactness, taken in equal quantities and with equal 
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frequency. UpoQ this plan the poor victim of the "infioitesinial" it is 
said oftea becomes the receptacle of a *^most UDprincipIeil amouut of 
physic." 

Perhaps it may be well to suggest, that medicine should be so studied 
and taught as to make more apparent the "great gulf" which is fixed 
between regular scientific practice and the various quackeries of the day. 
There is no field of operation where the distinction is more reaf between 
intelligent, honest and progressive medicine, and the various forms of em- 
piricism and quackery, than this open ground of constant unlimited and 
unending medication. Medicine should be so used that the most unobserv- 
iog patient will perceive, that it is only one of mauy means to an end, 
assieting in the performance of the great functions of nature, and acting 
cot mysteriously, but naturally and rationally. Above all he should under- 
stand that the duty of the physician is not mainly to advise the use of 
drugfs that he pays not for physic, but for the advice, attention, skill and 
enlightened judgment of his medical attendant. 

Medicine-monger is a term not yet applicable only to those who practice 
the various forms of quackery, but in too many instances it is descriptive 
of physicians who from habit and extensive practice, have not stopped to 
sufficiently consider the value of other and more rational means of cure; 
and still continue' in the administration of medicine which does no good, 
and often protracts disease, and produces much harm. In extenuation of 
this practice it is often said, that community is not yet sufficiently educated 
to accept the advice of a physician without medicine; this is in some 
d^ree true, but sensible patients will soon learn to prize and properly 
appreciate the advice of an honest physician, who fearlessly and uncondi- 
tionally tells him, you have a disease which medicine has no power to con- 
trol ; ita use will make you no better, and is liable to do you great harm. 
We suppose that if physicians should confine themselves to prescribing 
medicine only where it is plainly indicated, and should advise food, cloth, 
ing, exercise and other hygienic conditions when these would answer the 
indications equally well, or even better, that medicine proper would meet 
with a vastly diminished sale, and that the glory and immortal honor of 
the profession would be fuUy established. The habit of giving some med- 
icine, in almost all cases, and of giving two or three difierent kinds, in a 
great many, has really become established with the majority of practition- 
ers. While we do not propose to intimate that the compounds given are 
usually very injurious, or in rfby way capable of doing great harm, we yet 
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claim that they are unoeceseary, sometiinfts injurious, and always objection, 
able, unless plainly indicated. It requires much less time and thought to write 
a prescription, than it does to explain the reasons why no prescription is 
necessary. Many patients might at first be as well satisfied, but in the end 
the true greatness of the physician who does his duty, will appear. 

Treating disease with only the medicine which is useful, is certainly no 
easy task, or one which the younger members of the profession will find 
possible for them to inaugurate. The older and fully established can give 
opinions which are authority, while the young physician must be not only 
a hero, but also a martyr if he use fewer weapons. 

Disease is almost everywhere over- treated, and nothing can be more 
plain or more easily demonstrated than this proposition. If we did not 
know it was true we should be glad to speak otherwise. It did appear at 
one time. that the vagaries of Hahnneroan were to be adopted in degree to 
prevent somewhat the injurious abuse of medicine, but even the belief that 
Homoeopathic remedies would at least do no harm, has long since been 
dissipated with the knowledge that even the disciples of this monstrous 
delusion are drugged more extensively and more dangerously than any 
other; they are literally "fed on drugs,'' in doses which would do honor to 
the chivalrous days of " heroic practice."* 

It is not that we would lessen faith in the value of judicious medication, 
or detract in the least from the confidence which the intelligent physician 
reposes in his therapeutics; but we would rather increase his expectation of 
usefulness by excluding from his armament the useless weapons, and 
suggesting the employment of the remaining ones only when necessity 
demands. That there is, however, too much confidence in the influence of 
medicine, and too great readiness to attribute results to its efiects, there can 
be no doubt; this holds good both with phj'sicians and patients, still the 
responsibility rests mostly with the profession. If those who minister at 
the altar of medical practice, hold to, and often express erroneous views, 
the disciples who attend its ministrations will imbibe its error, and trans- 
mit it, greatly augmented, to brother followera We sometimes wonder 
at the ignorance of communities and individuals in matters pertaining to 
our profession ; we can only say, "like priests, like people.^' 

* A recent Tisit to a cblid that had been treated nine days for " cerebral congestion," and given 
up to die bj Homoeopathic phyaicianB, terminated in an expresoion of opinion that the child had 
no disease whaterer, except the sugar granules. Parents incredulous, but consented to suspensloD 
of all medicine for twenty- four hours, at termination of which period, child was playful and weU 
M eTer. Comment unnecessary, ^ 
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When a few years since the people first thirsted for some medical knowl- 
edge and discovered that the physician was not the medium of strange spirit- 
aal or superhuman influence, but worked by tangible and natural agencies, 
the dignity of physicians was so august, that to tell patients the name of 
the medicine they were to use, was regarded an unbecoming condescention ; 
while inquiry upon any such point was often met by indignant intimations 
of YQty improper interference. This haughty and silent reserve could be 
preserved only for a short period, and was finally construed to prove that 
the medicine was always ^^ calomel and jalap," and th&t the doctor was 
determined by every means possible to force its acceptance. Now came the 
revolt, and to meet the necessities of the case, vegetable doctors and rapidly 
succeeding ics and isms, until the world is full of imposture in medicine. 
For this we are sorry, but it is not so much our concern that the masses of 
mankind are ignorant and stupid in these matters, as that the members of 
the profession should in any way contribute to the result. 

To reform and educate the masses, to a just appreciation of the value of 
medicine as such, or to the importance of observing the plainest and most 
common hygienic rules and conditions may well be looked upon as a hope- 
less task. Intelligent men in other matters will astonish us with their 
ignorance and stupidity in matters of medicine, and when the various 
forms of absurdity which now receive credence shall have been exploded 
and passed away, othei*s will not be wanting to take their places equally 
absurd and preposterous. About one- quarter of the people follow after 
and take naturally to the systems of empiricism as they severally make 
their appearance. Thomsonian, Eclectic, Galvanic, Homoeopathic, Mag- 
netic, Spiritualistic, Dermotic, Aquatic, etc., each in turn receives their 
support, and is the system they advocate. They are worthy people; in 
most respects they have not less common sense and observation than oth- 
ers, but are mouomaniac in matters pertaining to their health. That 
this is the true condition of things is no disadvantage to the capable physi- 
cian ; on the other hand we regard it as a blessing, since truthful and hon- 
est advice, which had a show of consistency and probability about it, would 
be repudiated by them as too dull and old fashioned for their faith; having 
nothing wonderful, mysterious or unaccountable about it, nothing to attract 
or confound. Physicians do not want such patients upon any terras of 
remuneration, and it cannot be regarded otherwise than a favor that their 
wants can be supplied from the ever open fountains of delusion. 
A more careful study of the natural history of disease, and a more thor- 
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ough acquaintance with the conditSons of its progress and decline, will 
enable us to estimate the true value of our remedies, and prevent in a 
great degree the administration of medicines which can do nothing better 
than amuse the sick while nature restores the health. This, however, is 
not the true view to uke of unnecessary medication. It is an unwarranta- 
ble deception and fraud; it lowers the true nobility of the profession, and 
gives it a near alliance to quackery. 



COMMENCEMENT OF MEDICAL LECTURES IN THE UNIVERSITY 

OF liUFFALO. 

The first Lecture of the season at the Buffalo Medical College^ was given 
on Wednesday, Novi 5th, by Professor James P. White, who chose for a 
topic, as introductory to his course, The History of Midwifery. Commenc- 
ing with the derivation of the term, he traced the early history of the 
art, beginniog with Adam and Eve, and making a quotation from a 
writer of the eighteenth century to show that Adam, yielding to the neces- 
sities of the case, must have rendered obstetrical assistance to Eve when she 
gave birth to Cain, thus giving the department of obstetrics precedence 
over all others in point of time." This, however, was not regarded as the 
true time to date the origin of the art, but that period when the rude, 
but well-meant efforts of one friend to reheve another in such cases closed, 
or gave place to those who were supposed to have more information and 
experience, and, consequently, to possess greater skill. The < arliest history 
we possess — the Scriptures — make frequent mention of female practitioners 
among the Hebrews and Egyptians; yet, it was not, ])erhaps, possible to 
make accurate date of the commencement of the practice by the Egyptian 
and Hebrew Midwives. 

It was remarked that in all ages, and in every country (China, perhaps, 
excepted) the practice had been in the hands of females down to almost 
the present era; and both in the ancient and modern language the appella- 
tion of the practitioner was always in the feminine, with the exception of 
the French term Accoucheur. 

The early practice of the art was shown to have been exceedingly rude 
and simple, but to have been practiced in some shape among all nations — 
barbarous and civilized — though ages may have transpired before it was 
reduced to the systematic regularity of a Ecience. It would seem probable 
that this department of medicine waa the first, that of necessity, was exer- 
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eised as an art ; and it is quite certain that it is the lastto reoeiye the highest 
state of improvement. 

<< Hippocrates^ who» as yon are doubtless aware, practiced medicine 460 
years before the Christian era, is styled by some authors the Father of Mid- 
wifery, as well as of Physic It is unoecesBary to dwell upon the unbound- 
ed veneration with which his name has been regarded by succeeding ages. 
His works must ever command the highest admiration as carrying with 
them indubitable proofs of profound and laborious research. His sagacity 
and experience fully entitle him to the praise of subsequent obstetricians. 
He must have been possessed of all that was known on the subject, at the 
time in which he wrote." 

A brief account was presented of the imperfect and rude notions enter- 
tained by Hippocrates, and also of the difficulties he encountered in obtain- 
ing any reliable information since it was not taken from bedside obser- 
vation. ** The precise character of the symptoms to be remedied, and the 
ratio nudencU of the means used, came to him through the medium of 
uneducated females, who were utteriy incapable of forming a correct diag- 
nosis or making a just report 

It is not wonderful then that his notions on this subject should now excite 
a smile, or that we hold in light estimation his uncouth and curious reme- 
diesL From the time of Hippocrates until afler the commencement of the 
Christian era. Midwifery made no progress, Celsus, who flourished in the 
reign of the Emperor Tiberias, A. D., '37, although an ardent admirer and 
ck)8e copyist of Hippocrates, threw some new light on parturition. He was 
the first to recommend the introduction of the hand to rectify position ; 
and to deliver by the feet where the arm presented, and must, of course, have 
been aware of the error of Hippocrates in attaching such fatal consequences 
to foot presentations. Galen was the next name in the catalogue, who 
appeared 600 years subsequent to the writings of Hippocrates and 150 years 
afier the Christian era. In him we find a most elaborate and able expounder 
of the works of this great man, and he claims the singular merit of bringing 
back physicians to the Father of Medicine, from whose simple, but sound 
principles, he insisted they had been too much divided by the Methodists and 
other theorists. Although the writings of Galen were chiefly paraphrastic, 
yet, he certainly effected many improvements; and in the anatomy of th^ 
viscera of the female pelvis, he may lay claim to the title of discoverer." 

We should be most happy to have been able to follow the lecture to its 
dose, thus offering our readers a condensed history of the rise and progreae 
VOL. 3, HO. 4 — 20. 
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of obstetrical science down to the present time. We have been able to 
offer only a mere glance at the first portions and leave the more importaot 
teachings for those who were favored with the opportunity of listening. 
The interest which would naturally attach to a condensed history of Mid- 
wifery was greatly increased by the spirit and force of the speaker, who lends 
his own enthusiasm, in a great degree, to the themes upon which he speaks. 
On this occasion he was greeted by the appearance in his lecture room, of 
an unusually large and intelligent class of students, besides many profes- 
sional friends who were present, to show their interest not only in the 
speaker and subject, but also in the College whose prosperity and advance- 
ment is an object of congratulation and pride. 



REVIEWS. 

A Report on Hospital Gangrene, Erysipelas and Pycemia, as observed in 
ike Departments of the Ohio and the Cvmberland, with cases appended. 
By M. Goldsmith, IT. S. V. Published by permission of the Surgeon- 
General U, S. A. Louisville: Bbadlbt <k Gilbbrt, corner of Third 
and Green streets, 1863. 

This report is an exceedingly interesting and important one, full of sta- 
tistical evidence and eminently worthy the consideration of all interested in 
the subjects it considers. The points of semblance and of difference in these 
disease are very plainly shown. Cases are introduced showing with great 
clearness the origin and causes of these diseases, in many cases, For the 
purpose of giving our author's own description of the disease, known as 
Hospital Gangrene, we will quote a paragraph or two embracing his 
description of the disease, and perhaps also part of his directions for the 
application of bromine, which seems certainly to have proved a sovereign 
remedy : 

" The cases of hospital gangrene, which have been treated in the hospit- 
als at this place, have presented some constancy in most of their character- 
istics; and in order that the true nature of the disease may be apparent to 
the Surgeon -General, I will state the appearances commonly presented: 

Ist. — The gangrenpi;s affection- presented a tolerably constant tendency 
to the assumption of a somewhat circular form. This tendency, however, 
was frequently interrupted by the varying effects of the special remedy 
used. Thus, when the skin was not undermined to any great extent, the 
disease was commonly arrested imipediAtely» and the ulcer left, presented 
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the usual circular form; but tthen the skin was much undermined, or 
nodermined to unequal extent, at different points in the circumference, the 
disease was not arrested as promptly at one point as at another, and thus, 
eventually, the circular form was lost Then, again, the ganfi;renou8 ero- 
sion had sometimes an irregular elongate form, coinciding with the original 
shape of the wound. Sometimes the gangrene attacked the walls of a 
wound passing through a limb, and presented itself as the sloughing core 
of a ball wound, the pulps protruding from the aperture of both entrance 
and exit. 

2d. — ^The spread of the gangrene seemed pretty generally to be influ- 
enced by the succulency of the tissue!^ Thus, when it commenced on the 
surface in a superficial wound or ulcer, it generally spread most rapidly in 
the skin and cellular planes. The disease continuing, the muscular sub- 
stance would next be attacked. Dense fasciae, as the fascia lata, and ten- 
dona, resisted the influence much longer ; on the whole, the bones suffered 
more than tendons. Another reason why the disease spread laterally 
rather than deeply, and of consequence more in cellular planes, and less 
rapidly towards the deeper tissues, is, that the sloughs could be more read- 
ily detached from the exposed parts of the gangrenous surface sp as to 
allow the eflectual application of the remfty, while it was difficult to 
detach the sloughs underlying the skin, and, of course, difficult to mix the 
remedy with the sloughs — the sine qua non of its curative agency. These 
causes have operated so decidedly in modifying the form and appearances 
of the granulating sores left on the subsidence of the gangrene, that many 
of the numerous surgeons visiting this place, to see for themselves the 
effects of the treatment instituted, have found it difficult to realize that 
they were looking upon the ravages of hospital gangrene, unless it so hap- 
pened that I could show them some cases in which 4he disease was in 
progress. 

3d. — The sloughs were variant in their consistence, and this variance ran 
from tolerably firm escars to diffluent pulps. The consistence of the sloughs 
coincided rather with the consistence of the tissues sloughing. The sloughs 
of skin were soft, swollen, tolerably coherent masses. The sloughs of cel- 
lular tissue were soft, flocculent, yielding more abundantly a dirty yellowish 
fluid. The sloughs of muscles were firmer, less pulpy, more coherent In 
some of the cases, and especially in those in which the process was slower, 
ftkin, cellular substance, and muscles, seemed to melt away into mere difflu- 
ent matter, the product of the destruction of each of the several tissues in 
these cases being nearly alike. 
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4th. — ^The sloughs were commonly of a dirt j greyish hue, those of the 
skin being, in most instances, somewhat darker than those of the cellular 
substance. The variations of color appeared to be influenced more by the 
quantities of altered blood in the tissues than by any other condition. 

5th. — In all of the cases there was presen t a most pungent and intolera- 
ble fetor. In some instances the pungency of the gaseous effluvia was so 
great as to produce a persistent smarting in the eyes and the nares of the 
persons engaged in dressing the sores. The odor would often fill the 
whole ward. This fetor, in greater or less intensity, was the almost con- 
stant attendant upon the gangrenous process, appearing when it b^;an, 
continuing as it continued, and ending when it ended. So constant was this 
coincidence that those who treated the case came to regard the disappearance 
of the fetor as the reliable evidence of the arrest of the disease ; the presence 
of it, as the signal of the commencement of the process. This odor was pe- 
culiar; it was not the sickish odor which is often perceived in suppurating 
or ulcerating wounds, nor the odor of common gangrene, or of common 
putrefaction of dead animal matter, but an odor peculiar, recognizable with 
the nose, but not admitting of description.'* 

'* Later experience with the bromine in my own hands satisfies me that 
the following directions for its application are sufficient for almost any con- 
tingency : 

1st. Preparation. If the gangrenous sore is large, or the patient intol- 
erant of pain, chloroform or ether should be administered. 

2d. The surgeon should be provided with basins, sponges dry lint, blotting 
paper if at hand, a stout rubber or a glass urethral syringe, a small measur- 
ing glass, some pure hromin$t a pair of foreceps, probe scissors, and a spatula 
or the handle of a scalpel. 

8d. The patient being prepared, the surgeon should, with forceps and 
BcissorSy remove all the sloughs so far that some bleeding points are exposed. 
The bleeding having ceased, or been arrested by the touch of the bromine 
he next scrapes away the fiuid putrilage or purulent fluid bathing the surface 
of the sore; he now turns up the edges of the skin, and, with the handle of 
the Ecalpel, removes all the pultaceous matter underiying the skin. The 
flocculent pulps adherent to the surfaces underneath are now removed with 
the scissors and forceps. The tame proceedings are practised in the cellular 
planes between muscles. The surfaces are now to be dried, first with lint 
or tow, and finally with blotting paper, or any dried paper pulp. The bro- 
mine is now poured into the gbiss measure partly filled with water. The 
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ByriDge, or a pipette, is next thrust through the water iuto the lajer of 
bromine, and this is drawn np into the syringe or pipette; with this instru- 
ment the bromine is applied, first to the cavities between the muscles, next 
under the skin, next to the exposed surfaces under the sore. 

This apph'cation of the bromine coagulates and hardens the soft flocculent 
pulp, and gives the fluid parts of the putrilage the consistence of brain sub- 
stance. The scissors and scalpel are again put into requisition ; the gangrenous 
portions may now be easily removed, and when it is done, from under the 
skin, from the intermuscular spaces, and from the exposed surfaces of the 
Bore, the bromine should be re-applied. Where the gangrene attacks the 
elongated track of a ball-wound — traversing a limb, for example — ^a piece of 
candle-wick, threaded in an eyed probe, should be saturated with the bromine 
and passed through the wound." 

We regret not being able to publish more of the report, which is certainly 
a most valuable contribution to the knowledge of the profession, upon this 
subject The volume is composed of nearly a hundred pages, and is devoted 
to a full and complete consideration of the topics introduced. Much careful 
observation has been made by the author, and much truth has apparently 
been discovered and elucidated. 

For Bale in this city by the dealers in medical books. 



Synopsis of the Course of Lectures on Materia Medica and Pharmacy, 
Delivered in the University of Pennsylvania^ with three Lectures on the 
Modus Operandi of Medicines, by Josbph Carson, M. D., Philadelphia: 
Blanchabd dc LeB| 18G3. 

In this book, we have what may be termed the headings of the various 

subjects which are to be carefully studied, and in some instances brief descrip^ 

tions and statements of facts. Students who attend lectures at the University 

of Pennsylvania, will find the book an indispensable outline to the course of 

lectnrea upon Materia Medica and Pharmacy ; while students everywhere 

will find it a guide to the leading facts and principles comprised in this ex* 

tensive subject. This synopsis, as here given, has sometimes been bound 

with blank leaves, and in any case, blank leaves can be supplied to the frame 

work here published, which could be filled in with notes taken at the time 

lectures are delivered, or by reference to works uponthe subject This frame 

work requires to be filled up in some such way before it appears at all complete* 
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The three Jectures upon the Modas Operandi of Medicines, contain new 
suggestions, and comprise the results of investigation with respect to the part 
taken by the nervous system in the action of medicines, and the proofs of 
absorption. The names of the medicinal articles and their preparations, have 
been made to conform to the United States Pharmacopoeia of 1863. This 
book is eminently worthy the attention of medical studcDti^ and may be 
obtained of the book merchants in this city. 



Pictorial History of the War for the Union. 

We have received the first volume of a work entitled Pictorial History 
of the War for the Union, embracing a complete and reliable history of the 
war from its commencement ; giving a graphic picture of its encounters, 
thrilling incidents, frightful scenes, hairbreadth escapes, individual daring, 
desperate charges, personal anecdotes, etc., gleaned from eye-witnesses of, 
and participants in the terrible scenes described — a truthful living reflex of 
all matters of interest connected with the most gigantic of human struggles; 
together with a complete Chronological Record, giving every event in the 
order of its occurrence, W. D. Griffing is the agent for this valuable work 
and no other opportunity will be offered to obtain it except of him. 



BOOKS AND PAMPHLETS RECEIVED. 

The Principles and Practice of Ophthalmic Medicine and Surgery, Br 
T. Wharton Jones, F. R. S., Professor cf Ophthalmic Medicine and 
Surgery in University College, London ; Ophthalmic Surgeon to the 
Hospital, etc., with One Hundred and Seventeen Illustrations. Third 
and Bevieed American Edition, with additions from the Second London 
Edition^ Philadelphia: Blanch ard & Lea, 1863. 

Mental Hygiene, By J. Ray, M. D. Boston: Tioknor k Fields, 1863. 

A Case of Neuroma of the Optic Nerve, with remarks and Illustrations, 
By John A. Lidbll, M.D., Surg, U, & Vol, Prof of Anatomy in the 
National Medical CoUege, Second Edition, 

lUustraied Catalogue of Medical, Surgical, and Scientific Publications. 
Philadelphia: Blanchabd & Lea, 1863. 

The Union Monthly, and Journal of Health and Education, devoted to 
the Union of the Nation, National Education, and the Temporal and 
Spiritual Welfare of the Army. Wm. M. Cornell, M.D., LL.D. 
Editor. Philadelphia and Boston, ISQ3, 
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Annual Announcement of the Medical Department of the University of 
the Pacific, San Francisco, Oalafomia. Session of 1863-64. San 
Francisco: Townk <fe Bacon, 1863, 

The Sanitary Commisson Bvlletin. 

Peterson^s Ladies Nationxd Magazine* For December^ 
Oodey^s Ladies Booh For December. 
Atlantic Monthly, For December, 



THE BOARD OF DRAFT, 
The Board of Draft has concluded its labors in this district, so far as 
heariDg applicatioos for exemptions, receiving substitutes, <&c., was concerned. 
The following, furnished by Provost Marshall Scroggs, shows the result: 



PhTsieal dteabUUj 1,187 

Mental dUabUity 19 

Oolj son of widow 65 

Only of aged or inflrm parents 102 

One of two sons drafted and then elected SI 

One of two sons e I ectod after d raft 28 

Brother of children dependent on him.. 1 

Father of motherlcM childrea 20 

To of same household in service 12 

Oyer 85 years of age and married 297 

Under 20 49 



Passed for duty and furnished snbstitotea 44S 

Paid $800 217 

Kon-residents 101 

Alienage 893 

In service 3d of March 28 

Convicted of felony 1 

Died before draft 1 

" aflerdraft 1 

Passed for duty and not finally reported 00 

Total 8,120 



The whole number drafted in this county was 3,808, of which, as appears 
from the above table, 443 have furnished substitutes; 217 paid the com- 
mutation fee, and 60 passed for duty, and are now on furlough — making 
a lota! of 270, as the proceeds of the draft* Six hundred and eighty-eight 
drafted men have failed to report to the Board, and are now classed as 
deserters; 1,894 have been exempted on legal grounds, and 1,206 on 
aooount of physical and mental disability. The whole expenses of the 
Board of the Board of Enrollment have been $12,000; and the expense per 
man realized from the draft, $16 66. 



Dud. — ^In Adaraa, Jefferson Co., N. Y., on Sunday the 18th of October, 
Dr. Charles £. Brownell, M.D., of this city, aged 23 years. Dr. Brownell 
was a graduate of the University of Buffalo, and by his energy and ability 
had established himself in the practice of his profession in a remarkable 
degree during the brief period allotted him by Providence for the prosecu- 
tion of professional labor. He was capable, active, and earnest, eminently 
qualified for distinguished usefulness. 
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CoDsumpiion had marked him for a victim, and though conscious that 
his work on earth would soon he done, he cheerfully pursued his cherished 
objects of professional ambition, until exhausted nature could no longer 
sustain the effort, when, with christian hope, he committed his soul to God. 

The profession have sustained the loss of an active, intelligent, and honest 
physician, while his family, and large circle of friends, mourn the early death 
of an affectionate husband, a warm friend, and a devoted christian. 



Hicks' Mercantile Colleob. — ^We would call the attention of those who 
have sons to educate, to the winter term of this institution, where those 
who prefer to profit by their knowledge, can do so by attending this business 
college, which is one of the most extensive in its practice, having for its 
Preceptor, a practical accountant thoroughly acquainted in all the departments 
of trade. Graduation in this institution is a passport to desirable locations 
in the most respectable mercantile houses in the city. 



Removal of a Necrosed Lower Maxilla, with Presbryatiok of 
THE Periosteum and the Reproduction of New Bone. — M. hizzoli, of 
Bologna, has submitted to the Surgical Society of Paris a case of necrosis 
of the lower jaw, from the fumes of phosphorus, in a man aged fifty>six 
years, in which the sequestra were removed through the mouth. M. Riz- 
zoli made incisions on either side of the gums, scraped the thickened per- 
iosteum with a spatula from the dead bone, and removed the latter piece- 
meal. The preserved periosteum generated new bone in the place of the 
portions taken away, which comprised the body and part of the ramus on 
each side. It was, however, soon found that the upper part of the ramus 
and the condyle were also diseased; these portions of bone were also 
removed through the mouth with the same precautions, and the periosteum 
again acted in the same way. Eventually the roan was able to use his jaw, 
and masticate, though deprived of teeth. M. Forget^ who reported on the 
case, observed very justly that there was nothing new in this action of the 
periosteum in necrosis of bone, surgeons having long acted upon this per- 
iosteal property in such cases. M. Flourens has pointedly said, ^* Take 
away the bone, preserve the periosteum, and the preserved periosteum will 
restore the bone," but this applies less to the cases of necrosis of bone than 
to cases of experiments on animals and operations peribrmed on healthy 
bone and periosteum. And even in these cases it should be remembered 
that osseous substance is reproduced, but not the actual bone as it existed 
' before the resection. — Lancet 
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The latest progress of science in epilepsy and convulsive affections in 
genera], have their most important starting point in the developments of 
the theory of reflex movements; and we must acknowledge Marshall Hall 
to be the real founder and most assiduous laborer in the field, a merit, the 
importance of which cannot be in the least obliterated by the error into 
which this inquirer was led by his attempts to explain these phenominse. 

Bat Hall was not satisfied with his physiological observations of these 
reflex actions, but the intimate relation of these to Epilepsy was so far 
from escaping his attention, that as early as 1851. in the Academie des 
Sciences he dared to make the proud assertion, that through his researches 
he had reached near to that point, which Esquirol placed beyond the pos- 
lable reach of human undertaking, namely, a physiological mastery of epi- 
lepsy. If this and some other expressions Hall made, looks like a species of 
over-estimation of the practical bearings of his services, we must neverthe- 
less credit the physiologist with them. Neither are his erroneous exphina- 
iions of some of the symptoms which constitute the epileptic attack, and 
the consequent clinical deductions, the errors of which we will now illus- 
trate, to make the pathologist forget that the insight into reflex neuroses 
now become so important, and science and practice remains indissolubly 
ooimected with the remembrance of Marshall Hall as its creator. 
vol. 3, Ko. 5 — 21. 
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In 1855 Hall published a compreheDsive treatise, consisting of his ob> 
aervations and the theories based thereon upon the part which reflex action 
plays in pathology, which he had previously singly communicated to the 
Academy. (Hall, Marsh, Aper^u du syst^me spinal on de la sdrie des actions 
rdflezes dans leurs applications a la Phyiologie, a la Pathologie, et speliale* 
menta PEpilepsie. Paris: 1865, Masson.) In this work he developed 
the following upon Epilepsy : 

Ist — The disease consists either of a disease of texture of the spioal 
nenre-oentre, (" epilepsie organique,") or- of a morbid increase of the reflex 
excitability of this nerve-certre, arising and kept up from without ("Epilep- 
sie inorganique.") (It is only to the latter and more frequent form which 
stands parallel to simple paroxismal Apoplexy and intermittent mania that 
Hall's researches have relation.) 

2d« — ^The causes of epilepsy, without disease of texture of the spinal 
marrow (the Epilepsie inorganique) are either emotions arising from the 
brain, which propagate themselves upon the spinal marrow — ^powerful men- 
tal affections or visceral, gastric, sexual, or Anally irritations originating in 
the peripheries which put the spinal manow into a morbid state of excite- 
ment In all these cases the epileptic convulsions are reflex, or according 
to Hall's nomenclature "diastaltic"' 

Sd. — ^The motor reflex action is always first exhibited in the external 
cervical muscles, such as tracheJismus, sometimes in the shape of torticollis, 
or with participation of the inner laryngeal muscles, as laryngismus. After 
this only will the compression of the cervical veins and larynx, produced by 
the convulsions of the cervical muscles, aflidct the brain and result in sus- 
pension of sensation and general convulsions. 

4th« — The last named and most dangerous symptoms of epilepsy can be 
done away with, or at least in all cases materially mitigated by tracheotomy. 
Against the accusation that he recommended this as a remedial agent in 
the disease, Hall defends himself with determination, and says he never 
expected any but palliative results from it; nevertheless he certainly believed 
that through this method many a patient was not only protected against 
danger of losing life, but was also saved from the reaction of severe epileptic 
paroxysms upon the brain — epileptic idiocy. 

5tL — As to the radical treatment of the disease itself, Hall recommends 
in the first place a strict avoidance of all causes tending to excite reflex 
action, physically as well as mentally, to do which a careful reform of the 
entire mode of life is necessary; and secondly, a reduction of this excitabil- 
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itj of reflex action itself by well regulated corporeal exercise and the care- 
ful use of gradually increased doses of the Extract of Hyoscyamus. 

The practical, true conclusions of Hall's theories of epilepsy^ culminated 
in the new yiews of trachelismus, and particularly laryngismusy the correet- 
nes8 if which he sought to defend against many heavy assaults. Then he 
looked for other conditions in which these reflex cervical convulsiona came 
under observation. He found the same in tetanus, hydrophobia and |?0ftt- 
oninff by strychnine. While studying the physiological relations of the 
latter experimentally, he believed to have observed that strychnine pro- 
duced death by laryngismus, and in fact that tracheotomy would entirely 
prevent death, or at least materially prolong life. As a further practical 
corroboration of his teachings, Hall in the appendix of his book, gives eight 
cases where severe epilepsy was reputed to have been successfully treated by 
tracheotomy, by different English and American physicians. What value 
we are to place upon them the following analysis will show : 

In the first case (reported by Dr. Cane. IJxbridge,) the patient was free 
from attack for seven months after the operation — when patient became 
lost to view. Regarding the previous frequency of the paroxysms there is 
no account 

In the second case (by Dr. Macharsie. Chesterfield,) the operation re- 
sulted in considerably mitigating the attack; after cicatrization of the 
tracheal opening, they returned with double violence, and patient died dur- 
ing a paroxysm. 

The third patient (by Dr. Niel. Philadelphia,) had at first after the oper- 
ation only incomplete, but after three months* much severer attacks of the 
disease, and succumbed to one without any closing of the tracheal opening 
or any other influences being exercised upon the latter. 

A fourth observation (by Dr. Herrick. Chicago,) referred to a case who 
died on the second day after operation, but Hall believes that it would 
have resulted favorably had the operation been made earlier. 

The fifth patient (operated upon by Dr. Bucknill,) was at the Devon 
County Asylum. The attacks returned half as often and two-thirds as 
violently as before the operation, but patient soon died from a pulmonary 
affection. 

In a sixth case, (a lady, operated upon by the same physician,) there 
was an unmistakable amelioration of the convulsive attacks, as well as an 
improvement of the mental health ; but after nine months — with an nndis- 
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tarbed tracheal opening — ^had a much more aggravated relapse, ending in 
death. 

In the seventh case (observed by Dr. Edwards. Cheltenham,) there was 
considerable amelioration of the paroxysm, during the six weeks the canola 
remamed in the wound ; after its removal, violent attack with fatal coma. 

The eighth and last observation related to an eclamptic case, is one in which 
tracheotomy procured a momentary improvement of symptoms of suffoca- 
tion and improvement of the general convulsions, yet could not prevent 
a fatal end in a very few hours. 

These are the eight out of the twelve operations in tracheotomy for 
epilepsy had up to 1855, which Hail "selects for communication." That 
the four cases which were not "communicaled" did not result more favor- 
ably can be taken as a foregone conclusion, from the fact that Halt 
silently passed over them. And upon such, more than doubtful results, 
he demands a repetition of an operation, in itself dangerous to life as a 
palliative in a disease which in itself is seldom fatal. Notwithstanding 
this, HalPs authority, after the appearance of these reports, induced far- 
ther experiments, two of which were fully described by two English physi- 
cians, J. W. Ogle and Edward Jackson Riccard. 

The first performed tracheotomy on a boy aged sixteen years, who had 
been five years afflicted with epilepsy, and latterly had several attacks daily, 
and already showed unmistakable signs of commencing idiocy. Before and 
after the operation the administration of various vermifuges resulted in 
the discharge of a great mass of ascari oxyurae. The attacks (the 
tracheal opening being kept so) gradually were reduced to one attack per 
day, which was not at all accompanied with the former troubles of suffoca- 
tion. Besides the constant wearing of the canula, vermifuges and general 
tonics were administered for several months, and the boy who also showed 
more mental freedom and awakening, was ordered to take a trip to Brigh- 
ton. A year afterward his condition became worse, the paroxysms were 
more frequent and violent, and the boy often remained insensible even dur- 
ing the intervals of paroxysm. The canula which was removed during a 
paroxysm could not again be returned, and with the healing up of the 
opening there was not only no relapse, but on the contrary observable 
improvement of his general condition and amelioration of the spasms 
resulted. 

The physician to the Brighton Hospital, Dr. Ormerod, who last observed 
the patient, attributes the temporary favorable effects of tracheotomy, prin- 
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cipallj to the psychical impression and is of opinion, that any other 
seyere operation would have had a similar success. 

As a proof of the inefficiency of tracheotomy Ormerod quotes a case of 
epiJepsey, in which an abscess of the glottis necessitated the aforesaid oper- 
ation, and which nevertheless succumbed the following day to a severe 
attack. 

Dr. Ricard {Lancet, June, '59,) opened the trachea in a female aged 37 
years, an epileptic During six months when the canula was worn, tJtie 
attacks were milder, but on the other hand, from the day of operation the 
patient suffered from hsemoptjis. In seven months,after previously laying aside 
the canula, the former violence of the affection returned and an unusually 
vehement paroxysm, (though the canula had been replaced,) ended fatally. 

Notwithstanding the slight encouragement which such results could give, 
the method was nevertheless not left without trial in Grermany. 

Dr. C. Westphall, of Berlin, reports (Annals Berlin Charity ) an opera- 
tion of tracheotomy performed by request of Jader upon a patient, whose 
condition, according to the accompanying description, deserves more to be 
called hysteric than epileptic A.n apparently danger threatenin^spasm of the 
glottis formed the indication for the operation, after which and as soon as 
the febrile re-action had ceased, the convulsive attacks showed themselves 
at first milder, then as before with general convulsions and loss of sensibil- 
ity, notwithstanding unimpaired respiration through the canula. 

That a spasmodic dosing of ihe glottis increases the importance and 
danger of the epileptic attack and favors a general distribution of the con- 
vulsive shock other experience does not permit us to doubt, and therefore 
the temporary amelioration of epileptic attacks after tracheotomy cannot, 
as some (Hasse, for instance,) have believed, be ascribed solely to the general 
impression of the operation. A real gain nevertheless, can hardly be 
expected as the creation of an opening is in itself dangerous and its being 
kept open difficult, besides to a very great extent permanently exposing 
the organs of respiration and the accidental injuries to these which can 
never Leisurely prevented, may be followed by the worst consequence& Two 
of the aforementioned patients died in consequence of the pulmonary irrita- 
tion, while on the other hand the gain to be derived from the operation as 
this experience proves, is extremely uncertain and limited. As to Hall's 
argument concerning the independence of the mental symptoms, particularly 
the insensibility from an asphyxiating return of venous blood to the brain, 
it is counterbalanced as Foville has already shown, among other things, by 
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the simple fact that the epileptic, at the beginning of the attack, (at the 
moment of his insensible downfaU,) never looks congestive, but on the con- 
trary pale, and the venous congestion and facial bloating only appear during 
the general convulsions. 

Sieveking, whose book (on epilepsy and epileptiform seizures, London^ 
1858,) is remarkable for a series of excellent observations, believes the 
cause of our deficient knowledge of epilepsy to be principally our observation, 
of the most remarkable symptoms, namely : The convulsive attack itself 
has led us to neglect the permanent symptoms of the disease which continue 
during the so-called intervals. He claims that epilepsy is a disease of the 
entire body, not that of a single organ, and that a careful observation of the 
entire system, and the entire organic functions, but particularly those of the 
nervous system, are necessary to form a correct judgment, not only f^r 
every case of pure epilepsy, but also the relation of collateral circumstances 
to the epileptic bases. The epileptic attack is the blossom of an injurious 
weed. Not only the blossom, but also the root and trunk must we learn to 
know and extirpate. The oftener the paroxysms, the more distinct will wc 
find the symptoms of the intervals, which exhibit themselves in three classes; 
as an heightened cerebro-spinal reflex irritability, as a diminution of intelli- 
gence, and ^ finally as a diminished energy of the [sympathetic nervous 
system. 

The increased sensatorial and motor excitability evinces itself by the 
unsteady aud restive look and expression, a tendency to hurried, trembling 
movements of a convulsive character, by spasmodic sensations similar to 
those felt in hysteria, and in excitability of temper, force of the voluntary 
impulses, in one word, in a general nervousness which often can be plainly 
read by the first view of the external appearance of the patient Next we 
notice a disturbance of the power of mind in an unaccustomed difficulty of 
associating and combining thoughts; then memory becomes weak and par- 
ticularly after every attack defective; the first indication of idocy which 
will supervene after a while. The sympathetic affection of the brain is also 
shown by headaches, dizziness, dilation or uneveness of the pupils, and a 
rapid and weak pulse. Finally, the Sd group of symptoms are held as not 
tmimportant by Sieveking, which indicate a torpor of those oi^ans depend- 
ing upon the sympathetic nerve ; as want of digestion with inclination to 
dyspepsia, flatulence and constipation, irregularity of the catameniie. All 
these symptoms appertaining to the intervals appear in different stages, 
combined generally, more seldom singly ; but entire want of their appear- 
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ance among fifty cases wMch Sievekiiig observed, did not occur. Our knowl- 
edge of the predisposing causes of epilepesj is yet very limited and requires 
a mudi larger field of statistical observations than those yet had, for which 
we are solely indebted to negative instruction. 

Sieveking also gives a table of comparisons regarding the frequency of 
the disease in the French and British armies, but this proves no influence of 
race, nor difierence between inhabitants of high and low countries, as has 
been asserted, 'yet they do prove a relative endemic frequency in some 
neighborhoods, without any, as yet, authentic cause. For example, among 
the French conscripts, aged 21 years, the proportion of epileptics, according 
to the different departments, varied from 41,5 to 339,0 in 100,000* 
The lowest proportionate number came from the department Puy de Dome, 
the highest from the department Pyr^ndes Orientales. The department 
De k Seine ranged about half-way, with 137. Such marked differences 
which are corroborated by official figures as to other localities, as in the duke- 
dom of Nassau (a v. Franque Mass. Med. Jahrbuch,) require a more satis- 
factory explanation than that given in the suggestion of Sieveking, '< that 
in those departments where the greater number of epileptics came from 
hereditary influences in the course of time had an overpowering effect" 
Several cases cited as epidemic epilepsy, such as the accompanying symp- 
tomsof dancing mania, and as in 1842, in Teheran, clearly do not apper- 
tain to this class, but are to be accredited to the co-ordinate spasms, with" 
out any interval of sensibility, the epidemic power:) of spreading of which 
18 nniversally known. 

Among the cases of epilepsy observed by Sieveking there were 11|^ of 
a direct hereditary nature. With the others, the predisposing causes, as 
far as they could be ascertained, consisted in such influences which a gen- 
eral debility of the circulation and nervous system usually draws after 
them ; sexual excesses, particulariy masturbation, chlorosis, leucorrhoea, phys- 
ical deprivations, bodily and mental over-exertions, etc. 

Upon this aetiological basis of the overwhelming majority of epileptic 
cases, Sieveking very property places the most practical value, because in 
than be sees the safest land-mark for a correct therapeutic method. Excit- 
ing causes, susceptible of proof, were observed by Sieveking in one-third of 
his cases, and consisted mostly of psychical affections, such as fright, terror, 
great sorrow ; next came injuries of the head, otitis, scariatina, helminthiasis, 
irritation of dentition, eta Psychical causes were more frequently observed 
in female patients (54 per cent) than in males, (35 per cent,) a fact which 
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coincides with the general opinion of the greater Busceptibility to psychical 
impressions in the female sex. The true importance of the balance of the 
so called exciting moments to the cure of epilepsy, is not placed in any new 
light whatever, by the observations of this author. All the physical dis- 
turbances enumerated, happen so extremely often without being succeeded 
by epileptic symptoms, that we want every standard by which to judge their 
real significance. The same may be said, according to Sieveking's view, of 
the pathological state of the nervous centres, in whieh the causes of epilepsy 
were thought to be discovered. They all occur a thousand times without 
any epilepsy, and, regarding the manner of their possible relation to epilepsy » 
we are, as yet, entirely in the dark. A grand summing up of his exper- 
iences, lead Sieveking to adopt a theory of a change in the nervous system 
of the epileptic patient, or the subject predisposed thereto, the nature of 
which is, as yet, unknown, which may lay dormant for years, even for life 
until aw.ikened and brought into action by an adequate irritation, juat as 
different substances have a different degree of inflamability from a jet of 
flame approaching then, so men vary in their susceptibility to external dis- 
turbing influences upon the nervous action. Some are perfectly flre-proof 
others yield gradually, and still others are as ioflamable as tinder. This is 
also the case, as in most neuroses, in i pJepsy. The disease is everywhere 
the same, and ail classifications, according to the different causes, have only 
a limited value. Even the distinction between idiopathic and symptomatic 
epilepsy, is considered as so difficult of being carried out, and of so little 
practical value, that he only sees in it a danger of losing sight of ihe unity 
and identity of the form of disease. 

Sieveking believes that, the first attack, in many cases, is produced by a 
disturbance of the intercranial circulation, be it through a diminished or in- 
creased supply of blood, (of course, with a pre-existing disposition,) and 
refers, in addition to his own experience, to the well known experiments of 
Sir Astley Cooper, who, by litigation of the carotid, and compression of the 
vertebral arteries produced epileptiform attacks in animals. In some cases 
bodily and mental over-exertions preceded the first Jts well as the succeeding 
attacks, — an observation which would recommend the observance of phys- 
ical and psychical quiet in the treatment of this disease. 

The brain, according to Sieveking, must under every circumstance, be 
considered as the nearest participating organ in epilepsy, as the suspension 
of the activity of the brain and of sensibility is the most constant of all 
symptoms and cannot in' any way be explained as an affection of the spinal 
marrow alone. 
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In the treatment of epilepsy, S. keeps two objects priodpall? io view: 
general strengtheDiDg of tbe nervous* system, and derivation from the head 
The first indieation is to be met by bodily and mental qaiet, scrupulous 
regalation of the diet, and particularly by the use of cold baths; thesecond, 
by the employmeot of a seton, purgatives, zinc and other metalic remedies. 
He advises against the undertaking to treat epilepsy without the use of the 
cold bath. In treating debilitated individuals, he at first increases the tem- 
perainre of the bath a little and then gradually lowers it To augment tbe 
re-action in torpid subjects he at first adds salt to the bath. With strong 
palieDts he soon gives the cold douche, the depressing influence of whic(i 
upon the nerves will soon show itself in a considerable reduction of the 
frequency of the pulse. 

As an opposite to Sieveking's book, which contained the observations of 
tbe moat practica] points, the third edition of Raddiflfe's Treatise upon 
epilepsy and other convulsive diseases (Raddiffe, ChaSi Bland ; Epilepsy and 
other Convulsive Affections, their Pathology and Treatment* 2d edition; 
London, 1861 : J. Churchill.) created considerable surprise by the origin- 
ality of the scientific theories it puts forth. Ever since 1855 BadeliSe de- 
fended the theory that muscular contraction is not a result of an irritation 
of the museular tissue emanating from nerves, but on the contrary rppre- 
stmts the normal queit or equalised condition of the same while relaxation 
is caused and maintained through the influence of the living nerve. The 
physiological function of a musde, its contraction, would» according to ihis» 
be a spedes of negative act, as the same could only be voluntarily pro- 
duced by means of a withdrawal of the relaxing enervations. This paradoxical 
TieWy to which however, some time since, Mattendi in France^ and Eagel 
and particularly Stannius in Germany, have become converts, takes itsargn* 
ments prindpally from the comparison of an active muscle with those in a 
condition of dead rigidity, which latter Radcliffe, as wdl as Stannius, calls 
the natural condition of every muscle, freed from nervous influence. In 
both, the dectrical muscular current ceases, in both, the elastidty 6f the mus- 
cular substance appears in greater force, while in the relaxed condition th«y 
are hell by the nervous influence. As farther evidences Radcliffe in a full 
description of his numerous experiments enumerates, the supervening of con- 
vulsive movements by cutting off the supply of blood, the disappearance of 
ri^or mortis, by the re-establisment of irritability after transfusion of blood 
into the arteries of the musdes, and flnally the fact that the direct indta* 
bility of musdes after severing the appertaining nerves regulariy increases. 
vou 3, 99« 9^-22. 
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The relaxed muscle is thought by Radcliffe to be in a sUte of polar elec- 
trical expansion, which is to be relaxed by specific influences, particularly by 
galvanic currents, whereupon the muscle as long as the relaxing, freeing in- 
fluences continue, will relapse into its normal state of contraction. For a 
time this revolutionary theory did not want supporters, particularly among 
neuropathologists, who, as well as Radcliffe, saw in this a plausible explana- 
tion of many heretofore mysterious circumstances in the field of theories 
of neuroses, and for this reason were less exacting of physiological proofi^ — 
Under a sober tost, however, this shaky fabric could not stand long. It 
was soon fonnd that in fact, although in death's rigor, the elasticity of mus- 
cles is increased, but in activity, is on the contrary very much diminished. 
(Funke,) It was remembered that the fluctuations, t. «. interruptions in the 
muscular stream were simply results of physical changes, in the muscular 
substance and does not in any way necessarily prove a ceasing nervous influ- 
ence ^the natural condition of every muscle freed from nervous influence, and 
finally the observation of Bernard and Kolliker, that after destruction of the 
extreme nerve-end in a muscle by woorara no rigor supervenes, but that this is 
the case where the muscle itself is destroyed by veratrine, must be held 
valid as the most decided disproval of RaddiflVs and Stanius' position. 

Nevertheless let us follow Radclifie in the application of his theory to the 
elucidation of the convulsive neuroses, particularly epilepsy. First, he be- 
lieves himself to be able from immediate observation to prove the fact, that 
the commencement of epileptic convulsions is equally regularly combined 
with a stoppage of the supply of arterial blood to the head as it was the 
case in the experiments of Sir Astley Cooper, (and in Oermany, Eussmaul 
and Tenner's) after ligation of the arterise vertebrae and compression of the 
carotids. The deathly paleness of the countenance immediately before and 
at the beginning of the epileptic paroxysm he considers as conclusive 
against the adoption of the idea of arterial as well as veuous congestion, 
but is in every way consistent with the laws laid down by this writer in 
connection with his foregoing theory, that the stimulus of the arterial 
blood upon the nervous system is not accelerating but obstructing in its 
relations to the muscular action. If we consider the attack as caused by 
an obstruction rather than an acceleration of the relations between the 
arterial blood and brain, we will find a similar state in the interval. He 
alleges that with most epileptic patients the pulse is weak, slower (?), the 
temperature of the general surface lower than normal, respiration imper 
feci and irr^^alar. The entire appearance of the epileptic would indicate 
rather a reduced thftn an heightened activity»«— the brain particularly 
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psjchioally iDdicates the direct opposite of excessive development of power, 
and this not only during, hat in the intervals of the attack. A further cor-, 
roboratton of his views is found by Radclifie in the pathological appearance 
of epilepsy, inasmuch as he refers to their corresponding with those of 
iHiot^ discolorations, atrophy of the . grey substance, chronic softening or 
induration, hydroi)s of the ventricles, etc. The reports of Schroeder van 
der Kolk, (of which we shall speak hereafter,) published in the meantime, 
prove according to Raddifife, a diminished activity of the medulla oblongata, 
and consequently the opposite of that explanation which the discoverer 
himself would ascribe to them. Again, the expansion of the vessels is not 
to be referred to arterial hypenemia, but to a backward movement of 
venous blood during the attack, and the main cause of the secondary 
atrophy and degeneration of the substance is to be found in a diminished 
power of resistance in the latter ( ?) Original debility or incidental stages of 
exhaustion of the medullary substance accordingly would represent the patho- 
logical foundation of epilepsy, which like other symptoms of so-called << mor- 
bid excitability,'* do not indicate an excess, but a deficiency of enervation. 
Also other classes of reflex neuroses, such as thora of teething, irritation of 
worms, Qterine patients, d^c, are viewed by the author as simple states of 
exhaustion of the nervous centres caused by pain, want of sleep, loss of 
blood or fluids, and are more or less clearly and nearly regularly exhibited 
in the functions of the circulation, formation of the blood, and in respiration. 
And for this ywy reason ( ?) the author considers that this entire class of 
disease without the adoption of his asserted physiological theory of an 
obstructing muscular enervation is incomprehensible. 

The advantageous side of Radcliffe's teachings is probably, that they do 
not exert any misleading mfluence upon therapeutics but on the contrary 
seem to serve as a staunchion to the rules sanctioned by general experience. 

InsufBcient activity of the nervous system and debility of circulation, 
viewed as the foundations of the disease, must exclude a31 influence, tending 
to weaken the system, and on the contrary indicate a careful regulation of 
the diet and manner of living generally as well as the exhibition of 
tonics, mild stimulants and such other remedies as we know tend to 
assist in the building up of the nervous system. These pnnciples are 
sure of general approval, but less so necessarily, must be the indiscrimina- 
ting method upon which R bases his views of the test of remedies recom- 
mended in epilepsy. Because fat is a large iugredient in the brain and 
nerve substance, he advises the food for epileptic patient to be prepared 



more rich in oils than for those in health, and particularlj reoommenda 
the use of the brain of animals as a suitable article of diet Iron, sine 
eod-lirer oil, oil of turpentine, valeriaD, camphor, naptha, all were found by 
him verj effectual 'Mn certain cases," the last named remedies, particularly 
where there was general prostration of strength. Epileptic patients from 
malarial districts ** usefully took quinine.*' With such having a predomin- 
ating erotic diathesis, *' the bromide of potassium did- good service." But 
. the best results ''he promises himself" from his latest experience with the 
combination of phosphorus and cod-liver oil, to the use of which he was 
led by finding that fat and phosphorus are the very ingredients of the 
brain, which increase or decrease in exict propoition to its powers. In an 
accurate analysis of the brain of six children, youths, men, old men and 
idiots, L'Heritier found the following averages : 

Children. Youths. Men. Old Men. Idiots. 

Fat 8.45 5.80 6.10 4.82 5.00 

Phosphorus 0.80 1.65 1.80 1.09 0.85 

Albumen 7.00 10.20 9.40 0.65 8.40 

Osmazone and Salts 5.96 8.59 10.19 12.18 14,82 

Water 82.79 74.26 72.51 78.65 70.95 

Aocordiog to this it would seem that idiots possess only one-half the 

WMge proportion of phosphorus found in the brain of adults, and cod. 

iridering the intimate relationship of idiocy and the more unfavorable forms 

of epilepsy, a similar relative proportion is to be expected in the latter. — 

The form in which Radcliffe exhibits phosphorus is the following: 

flt 01. Phosph. (Pharra Boruss,) 31 ij. 

01. Morrh,^ vi misce. 

S i to 1 Table Spoon full 3 times a day. 

Radcliffe has also great faith in the curative powers of the constant elec- 
tric current, as produced, of effective strength, by Pulvermacher's chains, 
when used in epilepsy, for the especial reason that Matteucei in passing it 
through the spinal substance of animals poisoned by strychnine, observed 
no convulsions. Particularly useful, he says, is the employment of the 
current as a direct preventive of the expected attack as announced by 
premonitions, or as to be expected from its observed periodicity. This 
want of even the smallest appearance of science throws a dark shadow 
upon the general value of Radcliffe's researches, and is the less excusable, 
inasmuch as the author, according to his own assurance, is a much employed 
practitioner in the treatment of patients afflicted with epilepsy and nervous 
diseases generally, and therefore should know from experience, that in this 
respect, a cautiousness, even distrustful, is far to be preferred to reckless 
credulity. 
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Now to turn from this surprisiag picture of British natural philoaophy 
to the more refreshing labors upon the continent^ we find first of all in 
Germaoy, r^rding the physiological view of epilepsy, and particularly 
raf(arding the theory of the immediate seat of the disease, that a firmer 
bads has been gained through the researches of Pflftger upon the functions 
of the spinal marrow. Pfiflger first proved the £sct, that the direction in 
which sensational excitements are converted into reflex movements, always 
radiate toward the meduUa oblongata, such as from the cerebral nerves 
downward, from the spinal nerves upward. Only then when the reflex 
excitement reaches the medulla oblongata can the reflex movements be 
commnnicated to the other side and spread over the entire body, while in 
the brain itself, as well as in the medulla spinalis only one sided reflex move- 
ments are caused. Tbis not only proves the medulla oblongata to be more 
susceptible to sensational excitements, but also that in the medulla we are 
necessarily to look for the origin of all bilateral, clonic and tonic forms of 
convulsions. A further axiom of importance to neuropathology in the 
reflex theories of Pflfiger, is that in difference of intensity of eonvnisions 
laterally, the intensest one takes place on the side upon which the irritation 
was applied to the medulla spinalis, or made its exit from the brain. 

A brilliant corroboration and filling up to Pflflger's results were found in 
the observations of Brown Sequard, who succeeded, by injuring the lower 
part of the spinal marrow, in producing a slow progress of the state of trau- 
matic irritation, to the medulla oblongata, the attack of whioh (after about 
three weeks) was shown by bilateral, epeliptiform and periodically remittent 
oonvnlsions. The latter, however, could be voluntarily produced by irri- 
tating single cutaneous branches of the trigeminus on the injared side. 

ITo be Conolndad in next Namber.] 



ART. II. — Ahttrado/the ProceedingB of the Buffalo Medical Asiocia^ion. 

TuxsDAT Eybnino, November 8, 1868. 

Dn Congar, President, in the Chair. The minutes of the Ust meeting 
read and approved. 

Dr, JBoehester, for the purpose of bringing the subject before the pro- 
fesBioD, would relate a case of delirium tremens. A young man, 26 years 
of age^ called at his office, apparently rational. Said he had been drinking 
y^ty badly, as many as twenty or thirty times in a day. Stomach was 
irritable^ rejecting all injeeta; tongue raw and red, with tenderness over the 
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epigastrium ; bowels loose, frequent mucous dejectioDs. Thirst intolerable. 
Urine nearly natural. Directed.sinapism to the epigastrium. Calomel ten 
grains, to be followed in four hours bj Seidlitz powder, and in four hours 
another, if there was no dejection from the bowels; bland nourishment and 
as little stimulus as possible. 

- Next morning found he had retained the calomel and some food; bow- 
els had moved. Thirst continued as urgent and stimulants strongly insisted 
upon by the patient. Gave milk freely with lime water, also soda water; 
whisky ^i every two hours. Morphine gr, i every four hours, until be 
should obtain some sleep; blister to be applied over epigastrium. 

Next morning had slept an hour, was as thirsty as ever, had rejected the 
soda water, but retained a little of the milk and lime water. The blister was 
now dressed with morphine; took nothing but ice, and refused everything 
elae. Received notice this morning that he Was dying; went to the hos- 
pital as soon as possible and found that he was dead. Treatment in the 
case was almost nugatory. Mentioned the case as one of fatal issue in first 
attack* He was confined to his bed, and some might think that his not 
being allowed to walk about the ward was injurious, but he would probably 
have died while walking. Dr. R. mentioned a case where a patient was 
walking about the ward; he lay down and in a few minutes afterwards 
died. 

Dr. Oay mentioned a similar case of sudden death, which occurred in 
the General Hospital, Dr. Smith, house physician, giving him the particu- 
lars. The patient made a violent attempt to get out of the window; in this 
he was prevented, when he laid down, and was dead in a few minutes. 

Dr. Peters would inquire if there was any remedy which would cure the 
appetite for liquor. Had seen nostrums advertised for its cure, but of 
coarse supposed there was nothing of it Medicating spirits and giving 
great quantities had also been proposed for the cure of the appietite. 

Dr, Boardman replied that the Physician in charge of the Asylum in 
Canandaigua said that they attempted the cure. That they watched care- 
fully to exclude all stimulus and habituated them to life without it, encour* 
aging their confidence in themselves. Mentioned cases which had been 
under his own care, and had snfiered from repeated attacks of the disease, 
where, after the treatment, he had learned they even disliked the smell of 
spirits. Treatment consisted in purgations, Valerain, Peruvian Bark, <bc. 
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Dr. PeUrs sappoeed that the same treatment pursued by the physiciaDs^ 
in Caoaodaigua and by Dr. Board man was essentially adopted everywhere.' 
While physician to the Erie County Almshouse this general plan was 
adopted in great numbers of instances, but the same patients generally 
returned every year, and he thought they were not cured. 

Dr. Oay thought amputation of the stomach was the only effectual 
remedy for its permanent cure. 

Dr. Bockester remarked that similar cases to those reported by Dr. 
Roardman are known to all, but these are not usually cured, but the 
rtciims of delirium tremens almost always fill a drunkard*s grave. He 
knew something of the Nostrum referred to by Dr. Peters; thought it 
unworthy a discussion in the Society. A great deal was claimed for it, 
as was usual with all Nostrumfi, but it was of no value whatever. In 
regard to curing by medicating spirits, or giving it in large quantities, he 
could only say, that generally they would take it^ medicated or not, as 
mocfa as they could get, and as long as they could get it. 

Dr. Boardman said he was also of the opinion that those who have once 
ddiriom, almost always die drunkards.. 

Dr, Oay referred to the power of habit as illustrated also in those who 
chew ttibaoco, who can judge something of the strength of the influence. 
He believed that the taste once fully formed is in most instances so strong • 
as to be impossible to reform. 

Voied^ on motion of Dr. Rochester that the ** Special Subject" for next 
meeting be Delirium Tremens. 

Voted^ to adjourn. 

J. F. MiNBR, Secretary. 

CoBRiCTioH IN Last Month^s Rkport of thk Discussion upoh Injvsibb or the 
En. — ^Dr. Cronyn related similar cases, oii« of which corresponded with that related 
by Br. Rochester, a stick of wood striking globe of eye, producing faintness, sickness 
at stomach, kc. Came to office come days after injury with permanently dilated 
pupil and loss of vision, which etill continued. Another case, that of a young lad 17 
years old, injured in stave factory, was seen immediately and treated actively by 
leeching, cold, &c. , and pupil gradually contracted and vision is now quite restored. 

Again, this subject was recently discussed in Lancet and decided that when a for 
eign body produces no irritation and is beyond reach in /)0«/mor chamber of eye, it 
was better to let it alone, but if it produced irritation at any time and the foreign 
body could not be removed, lest the sound eye should suffer, the infured one ought 
to be removed." 
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ART. III. — CUtUeal Bemarks upon Surgical Caut in the Buffalo Oeneral 

Bospital — Amputation of Thigh — Bemoval of large Tumor, — Bt J. F. 

Miins, M. D. 
. Nov. 7, 1863. 

GxHTLBiiBir: — ^The fint case which we propose to present for your 
observation, is one of scrofulous disease of the knee joint Your attention 
is particulariy called to the appearance and condition of deformity which 
justifies the operation we are about to make. Amputation of the thigh 
you are aware is one of the most severe and dangerous operations in surgery ; 
though the dangers depend greatly upon the causes which have produced 
the necessity for operation, and also upon the point in the thigh, where 
amputation is to be made, together with many other conditions and circum- 
stances which tnust be clearly apparent to all. The fatality has been great 
after severe injuries and gun-shot wounds, while much better results have 
been obtained when amputation has been made for removal of disease, as in 
the case before you. The risks have also been found to be greatly diminished 
in proportion as the point of amputation was removed from the body ; 
removal at the lower or Tniddle third being very much uiorc suoocessful than 
at the upper third or hip joint 

This young lady is twenty-four jeara old, of decidedly scrofulous constitu- 
tion, but without evidence of tuberculosis of the lungs. 8he has suffered 
from this disease of the knee joint fui* a good many years, and attributes the 
first cause to injury received when a young girl by a fall. For the last five 
years she has suffered much more severely, and there haa been constant 
purulent discharge from the various openings you now observe. The tissues 
around the knee ane infiltrated and hardened, while the motions of 
the joint are lost, and the leg is flexed strongly upon the thigh. A probe 
passes deejay into the structures of the joint but does not detect denuded, 
carious or necrosed portions of bone, and yet there can be no doubt that 
the articulating surfaces of the joint are extensively diseased and ulcerated. 
This drain upon the system, together with the pain, which is constant and 
severe^ will be observed to have reduced the general strength and produced 
a condition of aniemia which has been rapidly increasing for the past few 
months. This increasing prostration indicates that nature is unable to bear 
up against so* extensive and continued disease, and that removal of the 
leg and knee is a necessity, for the long continuance of life. 

Nothing but this necessity could induce such operation, since it is so full 
of danger. Amputation of the thigh has proved fatal in so large « propor- 
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tion of cases that it has been almost abandoned by surgeons, indeed when 
made after gun-shot and other injuries, it is so uniformly fatal as to be the 
rule^ with only here and there an occasional exception. ''Amputation of a 
limb IS the last resource and opprobrium of surgery, as death is of the 
practice of physic ; it being notwithstanding impossible to do impossibilities, 
and save a limb or a life which can no longer be preserved." The operation 
itself is very simple and easily performed ; even a poor surgeon may malse 
it very welL 

There are a great many questions connected with this subject, which 
however it is no part of my purpose to discuss; they have been under con- 
sideration bj the profession for hundreds of years, and yet the New York 
Academy of Medicine, propose at the next meeting, a discussion upon 
amputations in gun-shot fractures of the thigh ; showing that the principles 
of practice are not even now fully settled. After this discussion we have 
no doubt differences of opinion will be entertained upon many points con- 
nected with amputations of the thigh, both after injury and on account of 
disease. 

The diseased mass which is here removed has sSme interest to you, and 
for the purpose of showing the condition of the structures of the joint, the 
bones and articulating cartilages, I will lay it open before you. The patella 
18 denuded of cartilage in nearly its whole under and articulaUng surfaca 
The cartilages of the joint are all thickened and ulcerated, while the heads 
of the bones are also carious, or in condition of disease which answers to 
okseration in the soft parts. 

It is manifest upon examination, that this condition of extensive disease 
could never be recovered from, and that the only possible chance of pre- 
serving life was in making the amputation. It has been made with a loss 
of not more than two or three ounces ofbloo^, a less quantity than I have 
ever seeu in making amputation of the thigh. This was due mainly to the 
perfect compression of the arteries by the tourniquet and its not being 
tightened upon the veins, allowing free return of the circulation, until the 
very moment of making the incision, together with the almost instantaneous 
ligation of the larger vessels. The small loss of blood is in this case of great 
importance, for our patient has no blood to spare. The full effects of sul- 
phuric ether has also prevented,! believe, in a great degree, the shock which 
is usual in making capital operations. We are yet exposed to many dangers, 
but have done what we deem best, and must abide the results, 
TOL. 3, "SO. 5—23. 
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The 2d case vhich we have for operation this morning is a very large 
tumor, situated upon the side of the head and neck, but in such situation 
that it can be quite safely removed. It has attained great' size, appear- 
ing almost like a secon<| head upon the side of the natural or original one. 
It appears in the location where encysted tumors of various kinds often 
make their appearance. It is probably what is called fatty or steartomatous 
tumor, but it is hard and unyielding for such growth, and this throws some 
doubt upon the case, indeed there is apt to be doubt in all these cases, and 
one can hardly be positive without e)q)1oratiun either previous to, or after 
operation. The question of most vital importance and the only one which 
would greatly influence our praciice, may be answered with almost positive 
certainty. That it is beni<>;D, and not of malignant character is made prob- 
able, certain I may say, by 1st, its history. It has been present in this 
form for several years; has not increased in size or been painful; has not 
affected the general health; 2(1, bj its appearance and location. It is 
lobulated, but not hard enough for scirrhus; it is not cerebriform or ence- 
phaloid cancer, because such disease is much more rapid in its course and 
termination. Though iifaligiiaiit disease may involve any, and all the 
structures of the system, still it is not common for it to commence in this 
location and present this ap|)earanc6, or attain to this size. 

It is worthy attention, since clinical observation will soon enable you to 
determine with tolerable certainty between the benign and malignant 
growths; though it must be confessed that the instances are not rare, 
where deep seated tumors will evade all distinction, their true characters 
cannot be determined. 

The tumor has been removed with the distinct cyst, which has probably 
been formed by the cellular tissue being gradually condensed by the 
immense growth of the tumor. Upon section it is seen to be fatty, and 
the hardness and unyielding quality of it, is caused by the hypertrophy of 
the cellular tissue, of which the mass is partially composed, which seems 
almost like fibrous degeneration. 

This old gentleman is about 70 years of age, and shows considerable 
resolution, is desiring the removal of this tumor; he is, however, vigorous 
and active, and will probably bear the operation very well. 

We have in the wards several other patients waiting impatiently for 
operation, which wo must postpone until another time, while it will afford us 
pleasure to present before you each week, such cases as seem of interest. 
The number may not be great, but they possess additional interest in being 
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as politidans sdraetimes saj, ^' fresh from the people,'* that is, they are 
such as every one who practices surgery will be called upon to treat 

The Buffalo Geuaral Hospital now offers those who require it, grahdtous 
medical and turgkal treatment, and thus will perhaps make its advantages 
for clinical observation equal, or even superior to any other institution 
west of New York and Philadelphia. As one of the attending surgeons, 
I most cordially invite you to its advantages, happy if I may in the least 
contribute to your surgical opportunity. 



ART. IV. — Cases occurring at Union Chapel Hospital, Washington^ 

D. C, 1862.— J5y W. H. Butlbr, M. D., laie in charge. 

CKtn-shot Wound op Right Forb-Abm — Amputation — Db ath st ^ym- 
lOA. — O. L. Otis, aged 25, private Co. D, 83d Pa.; strong and robust, never 
sick. Was wounded at Gaine's Hill, June 20th, 1862. Wound not dressed. 
tOl second day, when he started for the James River, traveling 25 miles 
daring the day and night, carrying his shattered Mrm as well as he could 
with the other supported by a handkerchief; it bled considerable on the way 
and he was greatly exhausted on his arrival. Took steamboat for Fortress 
Monroe, where he was in hospital five days. Admitted to Union Chapel 
Hospital, Washington, July 7, (a very hot day). Arm laid on a pillow 
with simple dressing. Ball had struck the miildle of the radius, fracturing 
it, passing obliquely upwards and out near the inner condyle of the humerus; 
so as to leave a question whether this process might not be injured, and the 
joint involved. The wound of entry long and jagged, loose pieces of bone 
easily felt, the attempt to remove them causing free hemorrhage. Both 
wounds suppurating freely. Uln& not injured. He had also received a flesh 
wound, left thumb, and last phalanx 2d and 3d fingers of left hand. No 
discoloration of arm. Appetite and spirits good. 

At a consultation July 9th, present Medical Inspector Coolidge, U. S. A., 
Surgeon D. W. Bliss, U. S. Y., Dr. Stone, of Washington, and house sur- 
geons Butler and Eennon ; it was unanimously agreed to amputate the arm. 

Patient more irritable than before; says he fV^ls pretty well, but nervous; 
pulse 120. Dr. Coolidge amputated, making interior and posterior flaps; 
middle dd. Dr. Bliss held the artery; little loss of blood; four arteries tied; 
found high division of the brachial. Patieut. under ether. Came out of the 
operation well. R. Tr. Opii. m. xl. Repeated at bed-time; slept well. 
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July 10; feels pretty well this morniDg; not much appetite, but craves 
drink; stump looks well; ^: meat broth, tea, dec.; pulse 130; bowels con- 
fined; sulph. magnesia §i., followed in the evening with enema, sulph* 
magnesia and water, which relieved the bowels. 

Some suppuration was manifest, on the 1 1th, the pulse had fallen to 100, 
meantime progressed well ; on the 14th the pulse 04 ; felt well, good appetite ; 
took out all the stitches, supporting it weU with straps. On the 19th he 
sat up; 3 ligatures came away, and on the 29th, the 4ih and last 

August 7 ; has been recovering very rapidly and for about a week has 
been about the house; stump nearly healed, a small point only uncovered; 
very little suppuration has occurred for a week past, as much however as the 
size of the wound would warrant. Now ha complains of feeling rather 
cold, headache, &c ; ^ S. Qainia. grs. v. OpiL pulv. gr ss., night and morn- 
ing; says he has been subject to fever^and ague. 8th — bowels costive; 1^ 
mass, hydrarg, gr. x. at 12; evening, seidlitz powder, followed by free dejec- 
tion. 

Had a hard chill later in the iavening followed with fever and perspiration, 
^ S. Quinia, grs. v. every 4 hours. 9 th; no appetite; pulse 110; feels hot; 
tongue covered with a white fur; anxious expression of countenance. 

Heretofore we had only suspected, now we had the realization that our 
patient had Pyaemia, ^ S. Quinia gr. ij. hydraig chl. mite. gr. i. at 10 
o'clock; diet: rice, milk, toast, tea; nausea and want of appetite were present 
After this, began to vomit yellowish water; complains of thirst; is in a very 
irritable, nervous state. 3 P. M , Ij^ Bismuth, sub. nit gr. ij. Morph. gr sb. 
Morphia to be repeated as he vomits ; Turpentine stupe over bowels ; S. Quinia 
in soLaromat sulph. acid gr. v. at 4 and 6 P. M. and 2 A.M. 10th ; tongue 
nearly cleared off, not so dry ; looks sallow over body ; comphiins of back of 
head; vomits occasionally, even in taking fuid in small quantity. 9 A. M * 
Pulse 144 ; feds hot and thirsty ; ^ Liquor, Ammo, acetas. 3 ij* Spts. Etheris, 
Nitrici. gutt x. every 2 hours; milk, § vj. brandy | j. sweetened to taste 
with ice every 2 hours. Beef essence § ij. every 4 hours. *Ii P. M. ; pulse 
140 and feeble; slightly delirious; delirium increased, and he died in active 
delirium 11^ P. M^ from Pysemia. 

The weather for several days has been oppressively hot, the thermometer 
ranging from 90'=' to 100° Farenheit 

Here is a case where the patient had apparently passed beyond any chance 
of untoward result, cut down by this insidious poison. 
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Amputation of Forearm. — Robert Walker, aged 26, of Ca F, Ylst 
Pa., always healthy and robust, but of rather intemperate habits, received 
gun-shot' wound of left wrist, at battle of White Oaks, June 30th, 1862, 
the ball enterhig upper part of wrist, apparently over os magnum, and 
passing obliquely forwards and downwards, coming out near articulation 
of metacarpal bone of thumb with wrist; the point of entrance at the 
time of reception at this hospital, July 7th, being the larger wound. 

July V. — ^The arm was irrigated with cold water, and it seemed in a fair 
way to make a good recovery up to the 14th, when he began to complain 
of pain, and some swelling became apparent; could feel some roughness on 
introducing the probe. 

Jnly 17. — Dr. Coolidge cut down to and removed the os magnum 
trapezium, unciform, head of third metacarpal bone, head of second meta- 
carpal and sawed off the shaft of second metacarpal for f of an inch to get 
rid of the roughened end. Wound stuffed with lint, and cold water applied. 
Had bad hiccough in the night ; says he is subject to them. ^. Morph. 
grf, whiskey ^j. 

July 18.— 'Felt more comfortable; tongue covered with yellowish fur; 
pulse 98 ; cold water applied to arm ; SulpL Morph. gr. ss. at night; hand 
swelliDg some; looks pale, and edges of cut look dark and unpromising; 
considerable unpleasant smell; lint not removed; dressed, ung. resinse^ Ij^, 
Salph. Quinia gr. j, pulv. Opii. gr. ss. every 2^ hours; good diet; Whiskey f j, 
morning and afternoon ; slightly delirious Sunday. 

July 20, — Hiccough returned some more this morning; ^ pulv, Opii. 
gra. V. Ammo Garb, ij ^ Ft chart No x; 1 every 2 hours, alternating with 1 
table spoonful of the following : ^, Spirits Vini Gallici ^ vj, Aqua pur ^iij ; 
beef essence every third interval of brandy ; for hiccough 1^, Sulph Etheris 
comp. 3j AmmoG Aromat gutt x, Morph. gr. i every 3 hours* On 
examinmg the under part of the arm this morning; found a thick round 
collection of coagulated blood near the radial artery, above radio carpal 
articulation, aneurism suspected ; the clot was removed, when it began to 
bleed pretty freely; restrained it by pressing the brachial for a few 
moments; compression continued for half an hour when it was discontinued, 
and watched closely. After 2 hours it commenced bleeding again; restrain- 
ed by compression; pulse 4 P. M. 156; at 5 P. M Dr. Coolidge saw him 
and on consultation decided to amputate at the upper third of fore-arm. 
Present, Dr. Charles Bigelow, A. Asst Surgeon IT. S. A, Medical Inspector 
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Coolidge^ Drs. Butler and Kennon, House Surgeons. Patient under ether; 
circular operation ; 4 arteries tied ; flaps left open a few moments to guard 
against hemorrhage as there was some inflammation in the arm up to the 
point of incision; 6 sutures applied; adhesive plaster and bandage to sup- 
port stump; patient behaved very well under the effects of the ether; much 
better than at kst operation; after operation Qr Tr. Opii. m. xl. 

July 21. — Patient restless; mutters some; tongue rather thick and 
coated; pulse 100 and not so full. 

Pathological Condition. — ^Found diffused aneurism coming from 
radial arteiy near articulation of wrist, the blood having diffused itself into 
the muscular tissue about the facia of the wrist- and hand. The first row 
of carpal bones perfect^ and trapezoid of second row; there was fracture 
of third metacarpal bone near its articulation with unciform obliquely 
upwards and the piece remaining attached; wound looking badly and 
having a peculiar bad smell. 

Treatment; whiskey 5j every 2 hours, beef tea 5 iv every 4 hours; 
at night whiskey ^ j every 3 hours, to take S. Ether comp. 5 j Aromat. 
Sprt. Ammo gutt x Sulph. Morphgr i every 3 hours for hiccough (Typhoid 
symptoms apparent) 

22d. — ^Treatment continued to 26th, when Tr. Valerian was substituted 
for the hiccough and with advantage, a few drachm doses effectually con- 
trolling it. The amntonia and morphia only restraining it for a short time. 

27th, — Qninia grs. iij, pulv. Ipecac gr. J, every 4 hours, whisky 5j every 
3 hours; chicken broth; eats some at each regular meal. 

29th. — ^Treatment continued, oil terebinthe 5 iss, Sac alba Acacia pulv. 
q. 8, aqua menth §i, teaspoonful every 2^ hours. Bed-sores noticed this 
forenoon over sacrum and on left nates; cataplasm, Lini and Carbon. 
Eats egg8» chicken^ milk, etc., at nearly every meal. 

August 2d. — Removed slough from bed.8ores, Inject cupri. sulph. gr. ij, 
wash the back with tannin gr. v, aqua ^j, Spts. Yini Galiici 3 it every 2 
hours; general treatment continued, but he gradually failed, aud died 12^ 
o'clock August 10th, The weather for two days previous was very hot — 
thermometer ranging from 90^ to 100^ Farenheit. 



The discussion on hydrophobia at the Academy of Medicine has resulted 
in the appointment of a rabies committee, charged with the duty of inves- 
tigating prophylactic measures, and endeavoring to procure the extinction 
of this sconce of the canine race. 
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COERESPONDENOE. 



SPONTANEOUS SALIVATION AGAIN. 
Editor Medical and Surgical Journal : 

The criticism of ^^Medicus" ia the last Journal is written with so much 
apparent friendliness toward myself, that I can have no hesitation in accept- 
ing the writer^s disclaimer of any intended personality, and hope to reply 
in the same spirit 

I am sorry he should have marred his article by the introduction of any 
slur upon the Medical Staff of the Army as a body; it is unworthy an 
appearance in so courteous an article. I shall enter into no defence of 
medical officers, as I do not consider it necessary ; the bad ones I have no 
wish to shield, and the good ones do not need it 

'* Medicus " criticises n^ article for not giving more detailed statements 
of the cases referred to, and, hence ^assumee to doubt my memory, or my 
diagnosis, or both. Now in reply to this I can only say, that, during 
more than six months that I was in charge of the Regiment, I do not 
remember a case of ptyalism either with, or without mercury, except the 
few cases named, which all occurred in one camp, within a short time. — 
This circumstance served to fix my attention upon the subject, and led me 
to seek for some cause for the occurrence. As I was as certain as I could 
well be that some of my patients had taken no mercury, I ^was induced 
to believe some other agency was at work in these men. I expressly 
stated that none of them were otherwise healthy, all had more or less 
derangement of the digestive organs. Since my attention has been called 
to this subject, I have been told by one of our oldest and most scientific 
physicians, that he has often observed a similar affection in patients suffer- 
ing from derangements of the primce viae, and^has been chagrined to find 
his patients salivated from some cause which he was unable to discover. 
He should have consulted " Medicus," who would have told him that it 
'* depended upon an excess of acids," and would have quoted Braithwaite 
to him. ** The acids naturally contained in the stomach are the muriatic 
and the acetic, and a grain or two of calomel or a few grains of blue mass 
would be sufficient to cause serious salivation, if thus changed into the bi- 
chloride." 

There's a discovery for you ! Chemistry. Materia Medica, Physiology 
and Therapeutics, in one easy lesson. 

Can << Medicus" tell me by what process acetic add can be made to con- 
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vert a chloride into a bi-chloride? '*No other paper has the newa.^ But 
the best authority we have on the subjecty* tells us that the only acid found 
in the free state in the gastric juice is lactic though there are found of 
soluble chlorides about three and one-half parts in the thousand. It is to 
M. Mialhe that we are indebted for the theory that calomel, and other 
forms of mercury, are changed in the stomach (by the action of these 
chlorides) to the bi-chloride, yet he could only succeed in thus transform* 
ing one-fiftieth of a given weight of calomel by digesting for twenty-four 
hours, a much longer time than it usually remains in the stomach. 

Again we have the practical fact, taught in the lecture room, and in text 
books, and observed by nearly all physicians that, of ail the mercurials 
usually administered as medicines corrosive sublimate is most poisonous, but 
least efficacious in producing salivation. 

Most, or all, of our text-books on the the practice of Medicine speak of 
an idiosyncracy which forbids the use of merjury, but our learned friend, 
by a single sweep of the feather end of his pen, dipped in an/* excess of 
aoids," banishes them forever from our view. 

''MedicusV system of Statistics is new and ingenious, it ought to have been 
promulgated to the "Statistical Corcfro s" at Berlin at its late session. If, 
according to my theory, there were (as ho says,) 5,000 cases of •* spontan- 
eous salivation" in the army, it is fair to conclude that, according to his^ 
there were a like number afflicted witli << an excess of acids." Had'nt some* 
body better abolish the acids ? 

I do not know that the precise dates are important, but as they have 
been alluded to I will say that all these cases occurred in one camp, and 
previous to August 0th, 1862. Some may have been seen in thektter part 
of July. 

As to the literature of the question, one would conclude from Medicus' s 
remarks that authors confine the disease to preguant women and teething 
children. Yet Watson (Principles and Practice of Medicine, p. 629,) says, 
*• Profuse pytyalisra sometimes occurs without any obvious cause, and is 
then said to be idiopathic or spontaneous ; and this is a circumstance it 
concerns you to be aware of, both as practitioners and as medical jurists. 

* * • But it is certainly of importance that you should be acquain- 
ted with the fact that ptyalism sometimes exists as a separate and indepen- 
dent malady." The same author also quotes (loco citato) several distin- 

* B«m»d, qootad by DaUon. 
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gaished authorities to the same eflfect, one of whom (Dr. Pereira) had seen 
a dozen cues. Wood and others mention it also. 

"Medicns" says somewhat cavalierly, "To detect the diflferenoe between mer- 
carial and spontaneous salivation would not» I fancy, be very difScult for an 
ezperienoed physician." 

In the case of pregnant women and teething children,** this is true, I 
beiieve; but in the spontaneous salivation under discussion it is not so true« 
In the fonner case we have absence of foetor, a marked symptom, but in 
r^;ard to the latter, Watson says, we have ^The same tenderness and swelU 
ing of the salivary glands, the same copious secretion and excretion of 
soUpo, nay, even the same/cetor, or a smell which can scarcely be distin- 
guished from it" I do not believe even ^^Medicus" could distinguish the 
meicnrial from the non-mercurial affection without knowing the history of 
the case; I know I could not, and I only claimed to think myself right, 
admitting the possibility of error, while he assumes I am wrong on mere 
hypothesis. 

The ''obloquy" to which I referred did not come from Surgeon^Qeneral 
Hammondt but from the 

** Blanche, Tray and Sweetheart" 
of the newspapers who have recently turned their wrath against General 
Hammond himself; I am rejoiced to see, however, he has come off triumph- 
ant from his trial. 

As I do not know ^Medicus," (wherein he has the advantage of me) I 
hope he will not need to be told that I entertain no pique towards him. — 
Nevertheless, if he will meet me over a dose of the ''most effectual," with 
cor respective meerschaums, I shall be pleased, while he is explaining the 
mfidus operandi of changing a chloride to a bi-chloride by means of acetic 
acid, to tell him by what process I was enabled to ''put mercury out of the 
question" — if we are not both lost in a cloud of our own raising. 

Yours, truly, Jobbph A. Pxtbrs. 



Vblocitt of Nervous FoReE. — The "Veterinarian" states that by the 
aid of a chronoscope M. Hirsch has come to the conclusion that nerves 
transmit their impressions at the rate of thirty-four metres a second. M. 
Heinholtz estimates the velocity at 190 feet per second, but his experiments 
were performed on the motor nerves of a frog, and those of M. Hirsch on 
the sensitive nerves of a man. 
VOL. 3, HO. 5 — 24. 
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TREATMENT OF DIPHTHERIA, FROM CORRESPONDENCE OF THE JX)NDOK 

LANCET. 
To the Editor of the Lancet : 

Sir : — ^I have lately met with five very severe cases of diphtheria, or 
what was sixty years since, when I was a pupil of Dr. Harper, called angina 
maligns, or putrid sore-throat. I have always found it highly contagious. 
It affects the nervous system very early, inducing great prostration of 
strength and delirium; the countenance very anxious; the throat and 
fauces heing so swoUen as to threaten suffocation ; the uvula, being elon- 
gated, irritates the throat, and gives a constant disposition to vomit, but 
without effect; the mouth and fauces appear as if boiling water had been 
poured down the throat, or like raw beef; the tongue covered with a thick 
whitish fur; a burning heat not only in those parts, but extending to the 
whole of the chest; and a total inability to swallow anything. Of course 
the first thing is to prevent suffocation, the next to get the poison out of 
the system, and repair the mischief it has done. 

For a great many years I have found the effervescing saline with nitrate of 
potash can be swallowed when nothing else can. I have given it every 
half hour, and ice, if it can be kept in the mouth, and swallowed as it 
becomes dissolved. If ice cannot be got, I have ordered cold spring 
water, the volatile liniment to be used externally, and cold vinegar and 
water rags to be applied to the forehead. Where the skin is hot and the 
pulse high, I have ordered the body to be well sponged two or three timea 
a day with tepid water, in which a little soda has been dissolved, and had 
a current of fresh air passed through the room very often, and every means 
used to prevent the disease spreading* These means I have always found 
successful, nor do I recollect to have lost one patient 

About thirty-five years since I was sent for to a family, and found one of 
them dead from suffocation before I got there. The others recovered. As 
soon as the inflammatory stage is passed, port wine and tonics may be 
given with advantage. I have generally found that from eight to twelve 
days after a person has been exposed to the infection, is the time of what 
may be termed the incubation ; but its attack is then sudden. One of my 
cases was a volunteer, who was at drill on Saturday evening; but on Sun- 
day noon, when I first saw him, he was in a very dangerous state. 

I am, Sir, your obedient servant, 

William Jonis, M. D. 
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Tb the Sditor of the L&noet : 

Sir: — ^When a man with oixty years' experience addresses you on any 
snbject — ^wben^ moreover, he is able to say that in the treatment of so 
deadly a disease as diphtheria he has always been successful, and does not 
recollect having lost a angle case— his communication well deserves the 
attention of the profession. Will Dr. Jones, therefore, pardon a very 
much younger man than himsdf asking him a few questions in reference 
to his letter in Th^ Lancet of last date? 

Dr. Jones at once assumes the identity of diphtheria and the old putrid 
sor^throat, and says he has always found it " highly contagious^ He 
fiirther says that he has generally found the period of incubation to be 
"from eight to twelve days after a person has been exposed to the infec- 
UonJ* Now, as it is an important point, will Dr. Jones be good enough to 
say whether he makes any distinction between contagion and infection ? 
and, if so, whether he considers diphtheria infectious ? If it is not asking 
too much, will he also give us some idea of the kind of evidence on which 
he bases his opinion ? Accepting generally his description of the symp- 
toms and the indications for treatment, might I ask whether he has never 
seen more than an ineffectual effort to vomit in any of his cases ? And 
whether, above all, he has never observed the characteristic membrane from 
which the disease derives its modern name, and of which he makes no 
mention! Might I further remind him that a '4otal inability to swallow 
anything " is quite incompatible with the administration even of saline 
draughts, ice, or spring water, and ask if in such cases his only expedient 
^^ to prevent suffocation " has been the volatile liniment used externally. 

I may add that, although I can boast of no such suceeas with this hate- 
ful disease as Dr. Jones speaks of, I am quite satisfied of two things which 
be entirely overlooks, and these are the early administration of wine, e^j^^ 
even during the 'inflammatory stage," and the value of a local treatment. 
I have some suspicions, however, that Dr. Jones' diphtheria and mine and 
most other people's are somewhat different; but if he will kindly reply to 
the questions set down above, my suspicions may be removed, and I am 
sure he will have conferred a great boon on the profession as well as the 
public if he has found and made known a method of treatment in diph- 
theiia which is ''always successful," or as nearly so as we can hope for in 

medicine 

I am, Sir, yours, <fec, Sobftious. 

Octo|l>er, 1863. 
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To the Bdltor of the LMioet : 

Sir: — ^In your impreaaion of a late issue appears a letter from Dr. Jones* 
who states that sixty years ago he saw cases of diphtheria treated by 
salioes, etc. He also says he does not remember having lost a single case. 

I, for one, beg most respectfully to doubt the truth of this aasertico. In 
his account of the train of symptoms, he has certainly omitted some of the 
roost prominent ones. His treatment is ridiculeus for such a formidable 
disease. I think nearly all the profession agree that stimulants adminis- 
tered early constitutes the principal part of the treatment Dr. Jones, 
moreover, does not name the dififerent preparations containing chlorine. I 
am sure, after a very great experience in the treatment of this complaint, 
chlorine in some form or other, both internally and as gargles, is the sheet- 
anchor in the shape of medicines. 

I am. Sir, yours* dec. M.D. 

October, 1868. 



ROTAL NATIONAL UFE-BOAT INSTITUTION. 

DiaiOTIOKS FOB RBSTORIVQ THE APPARXNTLT OBOWmSD. 

From London lancet. 

The leading principles of the following Instructions are those of the late 
Dr. Marshall Hall, for the Restoration of the apparently Dead from Drown- 
ingy and are the results of the latest discoveries : 

Send immediately for medical assistance, blankets, and dry clothing; but 
proceed to treat the patient inatarUly on the spot, in the open air, whether 
on shore or afloat. 

The points to be aimed at are, first and immediately, the restoration of 
breathing and the prevention of any further diminution of the warmth of 
the body; and secondly, after breathing is restored, the promotion of 
warmth and circulation. 

The efforts to restore breathing, and to prevent any further diminution of 
the warmth of the body, must be commenced immediately and energetic- 
ally, and must be persevered in for several hours, or until a medical man 
has pronounced that life is exiinct Efforts to promote warmth and circu- 
lation must be deferred until natural breathing has been restored. 

To RiSTOBB Bbbathing — ^To Clxab the Throat. 1 — ^Plaoe the pa- 
tient on the floor or ground, with his face downwards, and one of his arms 
under the forehead, in which position all fluids will escape by the mouthy 
and the tongue itself will fall forward, leaving the entrance into the wind- 
pipe free. Assist this operation by wiping and deansing the mouth. 
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2 — If sattsfactory breathing commeDces, adopt the treatment deecribed 
on the next page to promote warmth and natural breathing. If there be 
only alight breathing, or no breathing, or if it fail, then 

To ExohsBrbathino. 3 — ^Turn the patient well and instantly on the 
side and — 

4 — ^Excite the nofitrils with snuff, hartshorn, and smelling salts, or tickle 
the throat with a feather, etc., if they are at hand. Rub the chest and 
face warm, and dash cold water on it. 

6 — If there be no success, lose not a moment, but instantly 

To IioTATs BasATHiHO. 6 — Replace the patient on the face, raising 
and supporting the chest well on a folded coat or other article of dress. 

7 — ^Tum the body very gently on the side and a little beyond, and then 
briskly on the face, back again; repeating these measures deliberately, 
efficiently and perseveringly about fifteen times in the minute, or once every 
. four seconds^ occasionally varying the side: (By placing the pati«it on the 
chesty the weight of the boiy forces the air out; when turned on the side, 
this pressure is removed, and the air enters the chest)- 

8— On each occasion that the body is replaced on the fiMie, make uniform 
but efficient pressure, with brisk movement, on the back between! and oelow 
the shoulder-blades or bones on each side, removii^ the pressure immedi- 
ately before turning the body on the side: (The first measure increases the 
expiration, the second commences inspiration.) 

*^* The result is respiration or natural breathing; and if not too kte, 
lifoL 

Cautioks. 1 — Be particularly careful to prevent persons crowding 
round the body. 

2 — ^Avoid all rough usage and turning the body on the back. 

3 — ^Under no circumstances hold the body up by the feet 

To Prkvsnt ant further DDcrauTioN OF Warmth. — These efforts 
must be made very cautiously, and must not be such as to promote wamUh 
and circulaium rapuSy; for if circulation is induced before breathing has 
been restored, the life of the patient will be endangered. No other effect, 
therefore^ should be sought from them than the prevention of evaporation, 
and its result, the diminution of the warmth of the body. 

1 — ^Expose the face, neck, and chest, except in severe weather, (such as 
heavy rain, frost, or snow.) 

2 — ^Dry the face, neck, and chest as soon as possible with handkerchiefs 
or anything at hand ; and then dry the hands and feet 
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3 — As aoon as a blanket or other covering can be obtained, strip the 
body; but if no covering can be immediately procared, take dry clothing 
from the byBtanders, dry and redothe the body, taking care not to interfere 
with the efiforts to restore breathing. 

Cautiohs. 1 — Do not roll the body on casks. 

2 — ^Do not rub the body with salt or spirits. 

3 — ^Do not inject tobacco-smoke or infusion of tobacco. 

4 — Do not place the patient in a warm bath. 



EDITORIAL DEPAETMENT. 



ATTENDANCE OF STUDENTS AT MEDICAL SCHOOLS. 

We notice by our exchanges that most of our Medical Collies are favor- 
ed by greatly increased numbers of Students. This is due, in some d^ee, 
to the great demand for medical meu in the army, and the readiness with 
which the young men of the profession find remunerative employment 

It is sometimes objected to by the army Surgeons that they are young and 
inexperienced. This is true in good degree'; all the active young men, not fully 
employed in private practice, at once turned their attention to the army, and 
found a ready opening ; and others who had given attention to various callings, 
to the neglect of professional pursuits, have also obtained place and commenced 
anew the practice of Medicine. The young Surgeons have proved most 
valuable to the service in many respects. It has been found that those 
advanced to over forty years of age have not ofben been able to endure the 
hardshipe of military life; while young men, fresh from College, have 
rarely failed to make efficient and capable medical officers. 

The army is offering to recent graduates in medicine opportunities 
worthy their attention, and we have no doubt that many of the graduates 
of the approaching commencements in the Medical Colleges wiU obtain 
pleasant positions in the army. Provision has been made, and especial 
pains taken that youn/r men who graduate, shall be fully instructed in mili- 
tary practice^ so that it is probable that those who hereafter enter the army 
will be better qualified to enter at once upon the duties of the service. — 
This great increase of attendance is suggestive of many things both to the 
Students themselves as well as to the Boards of Instruction. To the former 
it indicates that though the field is large, they must enter heartily and 
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eaeigetiGally in the strife for excelleDoe or be ]o8t in obacuritj ; since active 
competition will meet them in every pathway of professional ambition* — 
The latter might perhaps regard it as a favorable time to introduce improve- 
ments in their systems of instruction, which have long been uiged upon 
them and regarded important by distinguished teachers and members of 
the profession. 

Reforms in Medical education have been suggested and urged for a series 
of years. The American Medical Association was mainly organized for the 
promotion of this object, and something has been accomplished through its 
agency. Since its organization most Medical Colleges have attempted 
reforms; have extended their lecture terms, increased the number of their 
Professorships, instituted daily examinations of their classes, incorporated 
Ho«iHtal Clinical instructions, both in Medicine and in Surgery, made more 
mmpie provisions for teaching Physiology, Pathological Anatomy, Phar- 
macy, Medical Jurisprudence, <fec. Notwithstanding this has been accom- 
plished, there are remaining improvements which can hardly be said to have 
been attempted. 

We have not yet heard from the Medical College where preliminary 
examinations are made and thorough English education insisted upon; 
though we have seen in the annual announcements that the terms of gradua- 
tion are, *'twenty-one years of age ; three years study with a r^^ular prac tiUoner 
of medicine, and an adequate knowledge of the Latin language ; attendance 
upon two full courses of Medical Lectures, the last at this Institution, and 
satisfiMStory examination before the Faculty and Curators." 

There are other improvements which have been long urged, but not 
attempted by our schools. Possibly the time when such advancements as 
have been suggested, could be safely inaugurated, has never appeared ; we 
are not disposed to presume it ever has, since the attempt has not been made, 
though heartily desired. A great deal of priority and superiority in 
reforms, are claimed in introductory addresses before freshman classes and 
friends of favorite institutions, but after all, a vast amount yet remains to be 
accomplished, even granting all that we have seen claimed. 

Bu&lo College has published nothing in this line of 'Achievements,*^ and 
we presume it would not be willing to have us speak for it; but if we do not 
say Buffalo Collie, and place under it whatever we think has any con- 
nection with it, some one may think we mean Buffalo while we avoid iaying 
anything about it 
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If our friends knew ub prettj well, thej would understand that we never 
mean what we do not say, and that we propose to say, in such matters, what 
we mean and honestly believe to be true. 

The Buffalo Medical College, has gradually increased in all the 
elements of true prosperity, and has never seen a time in its his- 
tory when it had greater reason for congratulation than the present; never 
a time when it could so well a6ford to maintain becoming modesty. It has 
no occasion for boasting of its success, and we presume is sensible that the 
summit of excellence is not yet fully attained. While it has been forward 
in originating and early in adopting every improvement, it is probably con- 
scious of defects, and looking forwaixl to the time when a higher standard 
of attainment shall be reached. 

Young men who hold a Diploma from its Faculty possess good evidence 
of thorough primary qualification in all the branches of medical knowledge; 
while opporlunity has not been wanting for them to become practically 
familiar with the practice of Medicine and Suigery. We hope and expect 
to see the time when the standard of admittance and graduation in the 
University of Bufifalo will not only equal, but excel, that of sister institutions. 

Young men who are to commence the stndv of medicine should possess 
at least an adequate knowledge of the EnjlUli language; but this pre-re- 
quisite we are sorry to say is not insisted upon. The archives of all our 
medical schools furnish evidences of tlii^ and of the importance of more 
thorough preliminary education. 

We do not mean to say that there are not physicians who, with limited 
early opportanities, have attained to distinction in the profession, and far 
out-done many who were favored with classrcal culture ; but they were men 
far above the average, in natural strength and vigor of intellect, and have 
pursued their objects with a devotion and perseverance to be found only 
with few among the many ; they have overcome obstacles and surmounted 
difficulties which would have overwhelmed and discouraged less resolute and 
determined men. 

While suggesting this topic for the consideration of those interested, we 
would yet say that we believe the occasion for reform is gradually lessenings 
Medical students are better educated before entering the schools than for- 
merly ; they are seeing more and more the importance of thorough qual- 
ification both previous to, and after commencing their professional course of 
study ; they are devoting themselves more exclusively to professional attain- 
ment, and making their period of pupilage more productive of positive 
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knowledge. They do not, as formerly, look forward to years of waiting for 
occasion to put in practice what they have learned, but expect to be imme- 
diately employed in active labor. A more favorable time to enter the pro- 
fession of Medicine was never known ; and we are glad to believe that more 
thoroughly qualified, energetic and capable young men were never seeking 
to enter it. 



RETREAT FOR INTEMPERATE WOMEN. 

The subject of the following communication is one the importance of 
which can hardly be exaggerated. The unfortunate victims of the vice to 
which it refers are among the most pitiable objects to which our profes- 
sional sympathies are ever directed. The experience of nearly every physi- 
cian must have furnished him with cases of this kind of the most embar- 
rassing character. Household restraints and home infiuenceare little better 
than worthless in these cases, and the prospect of an asylum where they 
can be received and tenderly cared for will bring an indescribable relief to 
many. We have no means of knowing how extensive a provision is requir- 
ed for the purpose in our own State, but we hail the commencement of 
this movement with the greatest satisfaction, and hope it may meet with 
the signal success which it deserves. 

Rktrbat for Intemperate Wombk. — The necessity of making some 
special pmvision for the victims of intemperance, partly for the benefit of 
the individual and partly for that of the community, is beginning to attract 
general attention, and the subject in its various bearings has been brought 
before the Massachusetts State Board of Commissioners on Insanity, as 
among the matters deserving their serious consideration. 

Aside from the question of establishing a public asylum for inebriates^ 
the advantages of which would be more naturally confined to the middle 
and lower dasses, it appears that there is as yet in New England no place 
of refuge for intemperate women of good social position except the public 
and private lunatic asulums, which are unfitted, in the almost unanimous 
opinion of their superintendents, for the reception of such cases; at many 
asylums, indeed, admittance being refused to them, alike in justice to the 
other patients and to the inebriates themselves. The number of applica- 
tions at the New York General Asylum at Binghamton far exce^ the 
possible capacity of the building, while the Wauiingtonian Home in Bos- 
ton, whose influence for good is already so extended, is for men alone. 

In accordance with this apparent want, arrangements have been made 
by which there will be afforded to a limited number of self-indulgent 
women, whether addicted to opiates or stimulants, the necessary elements 
for their cure, namely : voluntary seclusion from temptation, the strictest 
privacy if desired, a location in the immediate vicinity of this city and yet 
unrivalled for purity of atmosphere and beauty of scenery. The house 
selected for the purpose is one constructed with especial reference to a com- 
fortable residence during the winter ; attendants will be provided of unex- 
ceptionable character, and but few patients will at present be received. — 
For further information application may be made to the Secretary of the 

vol. 3, HO. 6 — 25. 
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CommissioD, Dr. H. R Storer, at Hotel Pelham, Boston ; the other mem- 
bera of the Board being Hon. Josiah Quincy, jr., of Boston, and Dr. Alfred 
Hitchcoek, of the Govemor^s Council, of Fitchburg. It may be stated 
that the -step n >w taken has the cordial approval and endorsement of His 
Excellency Governor Andrew, Judge Hoar of the Supreme Court, Drs. 
James Jackson, Jacob Bigelow, John Jeffries, H. I. Bpwditch, J. Mason 
Warren, Tyler of the Asylum at Somerville, Jarvis of Dorchester, and 
other of our more prominent citizens.— --^oxfon Med. and Surg, Journal 

This subject appears to be attracting the attention of philanthropists who 
are encouraged by the results which have already been obtained in 
this direction. The number of women, in good social position, who are 
injuriously addicted to opiates or stimulants is very much greater than 
would be supposed even by the most observing and thoroughly familiar, 
and any measure which promises to effect reform with this unfortunate 
class of sufferers should be hailed with joy. It is a question of some 
moment what effects are to be produced upon the habits of patients by the 
extensive use of stimulants and opiates in the treatment of disease. Time 
will show how important that these articles be discontinued as soon as the 
necessity for their employment is removed. It is not improbable that the 
injurious use of these articles is on the increase, and that the victims wil' 
require greatly enlarged facilities for their proper care, and cure. We hope 
the Institution near Boston will prove successful in the radical reform 
of the ''limited number'' who will voluntarily seek seclusion from tempta- 
tion. Perhaps we may be permitted to say in this connection that in Wes- 
tern New York The Providence Insane Asylum affords the seclusion from 
temptation and the privacy desired, while its home-like attractions are 
unsurpassed in any Institution either public or private. While we say this 
of the private Asylum here, we do not mean to intimate that Insane Asy ~ 
lams are generally well adapted to the treatment of these cases. Certainly 
the larger and more public institutions are not. 



PRESENTATION. 
An interesting a&ir took place at the Medical University on Tuesday, in 
which Professor Sanford Eastman was the recipient of a fine horse, from the 
class. Death had recently deprived him of that indispensablti assistant in 
professional duties, and afforded the students an opportunity of manifesting 
their appreciation of, and devotion to, their tutor, than whom the medical 
profession has no higl^e^ orpament, or society a iBore noble and courteous 
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gantlemaiL It waa a pleasant surprise to the Professor, who was unaware 
of any such intention on the part of his pupils until the do^ of his usual 
amitomical lecture, when it was made known in the following short and 
impressive speech from Mr. Wm. Pitt Willis, of the class : 

PBonssoR Eabtiuv:— In behalf of the students of this Uniyersitj, whom I haro the 
liodor to represent, I have been delegated to commontcate a small testimony of their 
regard for you as a faithful friend, a thorough teacher, and above all as a christian 
physician. We deem it a pleasure to avail ourselves of this rare opportunity of 
conveying to you in a tangible form the evidence of our profound gratitude. You 
have labored both in season and out of season to prepare us for the honorable 
performance of the difficult and responsible duties of the medical profession. Sir, 
you will please accept this humble token, and with it our unanimous desire that, with 
health and vigor unimpaired, with your years renewed as the eagle, you may long 
continue your high prerogative to hold a professional chair in this college, and impart 
wisdom to each succeeding class whose good fortune it shall be to sit at your feet. 

To which the Dean replied : 

Gentlemen and Students of the University of Buffalo: — I am entirely taken by 
surprise, and cannot find words adequate to express my gratitude for this expression 
of your favor and esteem. Tou are all aware that for a year past my health has 
suffered much, and it was with many apprehensions that I should be unable to do 
justice to you that the present course of lectures was begun: But I thank God that 
notwithstanding my labors, my health has been, and is stUI, improving. If my efforts 
have been crowned with success I can but say, I have done my duty. Let me say 
for the class, that it has never been my pleasure to meet a class in this college which 
so far won and merited my esteem for its gentlemanly deportment, intelligence and 
attention. 

At the dose, three hearty cheers for Professor Eastman awakened the 
echoes of the old coUege halls. The occasion will long be remembered by 
an who were present £. H. T. 



SMALL POX IN WASHINGTON. 
(Extract from a prirate letter.) 

This city is full of small Pox. I presume you have seen in the papers 
that the President has had varioloid. It is not wonderful that it should 
invade high places, when such reckless neglect is practiced as occurs in this 
city. No precautions are used. If any person gets disease he is kept at 
home, and no card of warning put up, or precaution used, to prevent its 
spread. 

I may overstate, but it has been said to me that there are 400 cases of 
this loathsome disease now in the city. The contrabands are a fruitful 
source of propagation; being poor, they invariably wear their old clothes 
after recovery, and thus continue to spread the disease. 
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BOOKS REVIEWED. 



The Principles and Practice of Ophthalmic Medicine and Surgery. Br 
T. Wharton Jones, F. R, S., Professor of Ophthalmic Mediane and 
Surgery in University CoUege, London; Ophthalmic Surgeon to the 
Hospital^ etc., with one hundred and seventeen Illustrations. Third 
and Revised American Edition, with additions from the Second London 
Edition. Philadelphia: Blanohard <& Lka, 1863. 

There is no department of Medicine or Surgery which has undeigone 
more changes and been enriched with greater improvements during the 
laat ten years than that of Ophthalmic Medicine and Surgery. Our knowl- 
edge of the pathology of diseases of the eye has been greatly increased, 
particularly of the deeply seated structures, while at the same time our 
therapeutics has received thorough revision and improvement, and opera- 
tive procedures have been instituted by which many ophthalmic affectiona 
can be relieved. This field of practice has been cultivated with great ability^ 
and results have been obtained which do honor to the laborers who have 
been chiefly instrumental in the discovery of new truths, and application of 
improved means of relief. 

From the examination of this book, which we have been able to make, 
we are satisfied that it is fully up to the present advanced state of ophthal- 
mic knowledge, and that nothing practically useful has been omitted which 
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toM be poaaibly embmoed in a work of 600 pages, which it designed for 
the guide of the practitioner, available at the bed-side of the patient, and 
in the operating room. 

The instraction given upon the uses of the ophthalmoaoope^ and the 
illnatrations of the diseases which this instrument is capable of showing 
eonatitnte a valuable chapter. 

Within the last few jears the operation of iridictomy, or excising a seg- 
ment of the iris for the relief of glaucoma, or to lelieve intra oocular pres- 
sure has attracted a great deal of attention, and much has been written 
upon the sabject It may be interesting to quote a few remarks upon this 
sabject since the theory, operation and probable results, are condensed in 
few words: 

"Ail the leading features of glaucoma are to be attributed — according . 
to the most recent authorities — to excessive tension of the eyeball from a 
saperabondance of fluid within it^ which distends the vitreous humor ^ 
This fluid — serum — ^is derived from the choroid, so that glaucoma might 
be considered a serous choroiditis. 

It is held, therefore, that the loss of vision in the condition of early 
glaucoma is not the result of any change primarily occurring in the retina, 
bvt of a pressure of the vessels, and that by the removal of this pressure, 
the retina will regain its power, just as by compression within the head 
the bnin might lose its functions for a time, and regain them when the 
pressure was removed. 

In accordance with these views, Graefe excised a portion of the iris in 
a particular way, and stated that there was almost from the first, a diminu- 
tion of pressure, followed by an abatement of the symptoms^ and an improve- 
ment of the vision, even when under great pressure, it had been abolished 
for a time. 

This operation of Ghnefe, called iridictomy, consists in excising a segment 
of the iris in its whole breadth, from the pupillary margin outwards to its 
insertion through an opening of corresponding size, made at the extreme 
edge of the anterior chamber. By the removal of the iris in this manner, 
the pupil is at once enlarged up to the corneal incision, which forms, as it 
were^ the base of a colobonia iridis» and the edge of the lens^ with the bus- 
pensory ligament, stretching in front of the vitreous humor, and the ciliary 
pffocesses is exposed to view. The little blood which oozes into the anterior 
chamber from the cut edges or surface of the iris should be at once pressed 
oat or removed with a scoop. The after-treatment is very simple. A light 
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compress may be applied for a short time, as a precaution against b»m- 
morrhage. This may be replaced after an hour or two, by a piece of wet 
rag. Tbe room should be shaded. At first, the aqueous humor trickles 
away, but the corneal wound soon heals, and the anterior chamber fills again. 
The hardness of the eye ball is at once lessened, and a natural tension is 
gradually attained ; the pain abates, and soon altogether disappears. As 
regards vision, when the proper cases are selected for the operation, it is 
claimed by many surgeons, to be completely restored. 

We believe, ourselves, that the operation of iridictomy is of no use in 
chronic glaucoma, while in acute glaucoma, good efiects do result from tbe 
operation ; notwithstanding this, we are persuaded that the excision of the 
iris is a proceeding unnecessarily superadded to a means long known as cal- 
culated to give relief, and to which alone the benefit obtained is to be 
attributed, namely : the removal of the tension by evacuation of the super- 
abundant fluid in the eye.'' 

Division of the ciliary muscle, as proposed by Mr. Hancock, is also noticed 
in this connection, but we have not space to devote to this subject, and must 
close our notice of this work, which we regard as especially valuable to the 
general practitioDer. The numerous illustrations which it contains are indis- 
pensable in assisting to form correct diagnosis, or in illustrating the manner 
of making operi^tions. The book, as a guide and reference^ is invaluable, 
and will, we have no doubt, in its present improved edition, more than 
ever, receive confidence^ and be regarded as standard authority, upon the 
subjects it treats. 



Mental Hygiene — Br J. Ray, M. D. Boston: Tiokkob <& Fiklds, 1863. 

The work before us is divided into five chapters, on Mental Hygiene, as 
affected by Cerebral Conditions — by Physical Influences — by Mental Con- 
ditions and Influences — by the Practices of the Times, and by Tendency 
to Disease. 

The first chapter discusses the relations of the mind to the brain. He 

says: 

**As the music is in the player, not in the instrument he uses, so is the 
brain the material organ by which the mind is enabled to exercise its pow- 
ers. On the other hand, among men whose views on philosophical subjects 
are determined more by the testimony of sense than any subtle deductions 
of reason, there are some who regard the mind as entirely a function of 
the brain. Without the brain there is, and there can be, no mind. This 
question, as already hinted, derives its importance chiefly from the theoiog- 
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ical beariDgs. If the mlDd is an origina], independent principle, having 
onlj an incidental connection with the body, then, it is supposed, it maj, 
and indeed must exist after the dissolution of the body. But, if it is 
merely a phenomenon resulting from the play of organic elements, it must 
necessarily perish with the organism from which it sprung. It is not quite 
certain that either of these views will warrant the inference that is drawn 
from it Although we may admit the independent existence of the mind, 
there must be other reasons, I apprehend, for believing it to be immortal ; 
and, though we admit that the mind is a product of vital movements, it 
does not necessarily follow that there can be no conscious existence after 
the component parts of the animal mechanism are dispersed. We are not 
to measure the resources of Almighty Power by our own feeble concep- 
tions, nor to suppose that a fact is impossible merely because some of its 
conditions are beyond our comprehension." 

Dr. Ray does not believe in the indefinite progressive development of 
any special traits, and thinks the world will look in vain for any higher 
types of mind than it has already seen, yet he does not underrate the value 
of studying the laws of hereditary transmission, and following their teach- 
ings. He remarks as follows : 

^*Now, what we seek for as the proper result and aim of mental cultiva- 
tion is, not a particular endowment that may be transmitted from one gen- 
eration to another, but a large range of ^cap^ity, great facility of achieve- 
ra^it, and great power of endurance. That these qualities may be ren- 
dered permanent by a faithful compliance with the laws of breeding, there 
can scarcely be a doubt; but this, it must be observed, is something very 
far short of indefinite development. We have no reason to suppose that, 
by any possible Echeme of training and breeding, finer specimens of the 
race can be obtained than Pericles and Alcibiades; but we are warranted 
in believing that by this means indiyiduals of distinguished general excel- 
lence would be far more common. If it be true, then, that, in the various 
stages of its progress, the mind, like the body, is under the government of 
inflexible laws, it follows that these laws should be thoroughly understood, 
in order to obtain the highest possible degree of mental efficiency. To 
show exactly what they are, to exhibit the consequences that fiow from 
obeying or disobeying them, is the essential object of mental Hygiene, 
which may be d^ned as the art of preserving the health of the mind 
against all the incidents and influences calculated to deteriorate its qualities, 
impair its energies, or derange its movements. The management of the 
bodily powers in regard to exercise, rest, food, clothing and climate; the 
laws of breeding, the government of the passions, the sympathy with cur- 
rent emotions and opinions, the discipline of the intellect — all come within 
the province of mental hygiene." 

Upon the subject of intermarriage between blood relations, he says : 

^'A not nnfrequent cause of mental deterioration, is the intermarriage of 
blood relations. The great physiological law, that like produces like, depends 
upon this condition, that the parents shall not be neariy allied by blood. In 
the domestic animals, neglect of this condition is soon followed by deteriora- 
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tioo, and if continued through several generations, the original good qualities 
of the breed disappear altogether. In man this effect is less obvious, parties 
often escaping any apparent penalty, even when the law is violated in two 
successive generations. But it is common enough and severe enough to 
render infractions of the law fearfully hazardous. Its existence has been 
denied on the strength of some limited statistics, but the stern facts on the 
subject are too numerous to be accidental, and it must be our own fault if 
we do not heed the lesson which they teach. Because the physical qualities 
of the parents are occasionally too prominent and too well established to be 
materially injured by a single infringement of the law, and the first impres- 
sion is not enforced and reduplicated by repetitions of the infringement, men 
are disposed to believe that they have committed no transgression! 

<* Within a few years past, the physiological effects upon the ofibpring or 
marriages in consanguinity, have been carefully investigated by Devay. 
Perrin, Meniere, and others, in France, and Bemiss and Howe in this country. 
These inquiries show, among these effects, an extraordinary proportion of 
disease anH imperfection in the shape of iusanity, idiocy, epilepsy, blindness, 
deaf-mutism and sterility. From 24 to 30 per cent of al| the pupils in the 
institutions of France for deaf mutes are the offspring of such marriages, and 
many of them left a deaf mute brother or sister at home. Dr. Howe col- 
lected the statistics of seventeen marriages in consanguinity, from which it 
appears that of the ninety-five children which proceeded from them, forty- 
four were idiots, twelve scrofulous and delicate, one deaf, and one a dwarf. 
Dr. Bemiss has collected the results of eieht hundred and thirty-three con- 
sanguineous marriages, reported by bitiiMif and others, from which proceeded 
thirty nine hundred and forty-two children. Of these, one hundred and 
forty-five were deaf mutes, eighty-five blind, three hundred and eight idiotic, 
thirty-eight insane, sixty epileptic, three hundred scrofulous, ninety-eight 
deformed, and one hundrea defective in one way or another.'" 

This work is written in fine style, and good taste, and is designed for 
popular use, and contains suggestions quite as much for the benefit of the 
masses as for the professional reader. We hope it may receive general 
attention, for it tells us many things, some for us to do, and some to leave 
undone, that we may enjoy the highest degree of mental health. 
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ART. I. — A Report upon the latest Achievements in the Sphere of 
Epilepsy^ from the German of Dr, Finhelnburg, of the University ef 
Bonn, Germany . Translated^ and with notes by H. Lassino. M. D,, 
Physiciasi and Surgeon to the Eastern Dispensary, yew York. — 
Condu<Ied. 

For the Buffalo McUIcul aud Siii-<;ical Jumanl. 

Afler the imporlant precedent set by these two iuvestigators, uod proba- 
bly somewhat more guided by the results of their labore than it would 
seem is wilh'ngly acknowledged, appeared the researches of Schroeder A'au 
<ier Kolk upon the medulla oblongata, which again formed an epoch in the 
progress of research upon our theme. (Schroder van der Kolk, J. L. C, 
Ban and Funktionen d. medulla spinalis und oblongata und uaechste Ursache 
uud rationelle Behandlung der Epilepsie. Aus d Hollaendischen v. Dr. F. 
W. Theile. Braunschweig, 1859.) This author proclaimed the medulla 
oblongata to be the seat of epilepsy, eclampsiii, choreti, tetanus, globus 
hystericus and hydrophobia, and with a hitherto unattained precision pioved 
the origin and anastomosis of all those motor nerves, which in the epiiepiic 
attack play the main part — i. e. facialis, accessorius, port min., trigeiiiim, 
hypoglossus — ^as well as their organic connections with the ganglioaoiis 
central points of certain lines of sensational nerves in the medulla oblon- 
gata. Besides this clearer solution of the physiological, foundational rela- 
lioDs the same investigator brings to light an entirely new pathological, 
anatomical state in the medulla oblongata of epileptic patients. Theu 
observation with the naked eye of the redness of the fourth ventricle and 
the adjoining marrow led him to make a closer microscopical examination 
of the same which extended itself over fourteen inveterate cases of epilepsy^ 
VOL. 3, KG. 6 — 26. 
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The results of these examinations culminated in proving the existence of 
considerable measurable capillary ectasis with thickening of the coats and 
pithy albuminous infiltration of the surrounding medullary substance. In 
those cases who during the attack regularly bit their tongue, these changes 
were mostly found in the couYse of the hypoglossal nerve and the oHvaris, 
in the others more or less exclusively in the course of the vagus, a differ- 
ence which seemed of such importance to the observer as to lead him to 
divide epilepsy according to the fact whether or not it was accompanied by 
biting of the tongue. The degree of capillary enlargement compared with 
the normal medulla oblongata varied in these fourteen cases from two*f(dd 
to the four-fold. In conjunction with this he found enlargement of the 
vessels in the brain, albuminous intercellular fluid and atrophied ganglion- 
cells — particularly in the corticular substance — with accompanying idiocy 
and imbecility. 

It it not a little to the credit of Scbiucler v. dcr K., to draw the inference, 
of his discoveries with a most delicate modesty, although he could not com- 
pletely withstand the temptation of a one-sided explanation. In the 
enlargement of the vessels he does not see a cause, but an effect of epilepsy 
which nevertheless in its turn, acting reflex, increases thf^ obstinacy of the 
disease and enlarges the extent of sympathetic organic cotn plications. He 
holds that to produce epilepsy it does not require any disorganization, no 
decisive change of tissue, only a heightened excitability, which is mostly 
accompanied by a re-inforced flow of blood and an increased change of 
eubstance. The morbid excitement can show itself upon the medulla oblon- 
gata if arising from the peripheral parts of the body through the spinal 
nerves, if from the bowels through the vagus or sympatheticus. (Kussmaul 
observed in a rabbit, whose carotis had been ligated, that every galvanic 
irritation upon the upper severed part of the sympatheticus produced con- 
vulsions, which upon the intermission of the irritation, ceased.) Again, a 
morbid admixture of blood can produce the highest state of excitement in 
the ganglion cells of the reflex organ. The loss of sensation Schroder van 
der K., after the precedent of Kussmaul and Tenner, with probability 
ascribes as a consequence of spasmodic contraction of the cerebral arteries, 
but again in opposition to these observers claims an active arterial conges- 
tion in the medulU oblongata itself, at the beginning of the attack. This 
theory lacks a sufficient foundation, as the appearances in life he describes 
as well as the capillary ectasis discovered in the cadaver can be fully 
accounted for by the much more probable cephalic venous congestion cxii^t- 
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log daring the neoond and third stage of every well developed epileptic 
paroxysm. 

The rational treatment of epilepsy according to this writer requires: 
(a) Redaction of the heightened excitability of the medulla oblongata, and 
if necessary decrease of the strong sanguinous afilax to these parts, (b) If 
possible removal of the remote cause which through their influence upon 
the medulla oblongata sustain the excitability to the pathological reflex 
action. Among these remote causes, he considers as the most frequent, an 
increased nervous activity of the bowels or generative organs, after this 
excitement of the brain of a psychical nature. The most of the so-called 
spedfics, such as the flor. zinci, lunar caustic, artraesia, and others seem to 
act by reducing the heightened excitability of the bowels. A direct action 
upon the medulla oblongata they do not have, and therefore this must at 
the same time be acted upon and its heightened excitability be allayed by 
dispersive remedies, as by seton in the nape of the neck, incisions in the 
scalp; in plethoric patients leeches, or cupping. In inveterate cases of epi- 
lepsy with idiocy, he met with success — in oiie case with radical cure (?) — 
from the repeated application of the actual cautery to the scalp. 

Although the investigators already named, succeeded in elucidating the 
biological results of epilepsy and its histological products, that is the mid- 
dle and end link of the pathological change, the desiderata most important 
to physicians, the elucidation of the commencing link of this chain, remained 
unattained. The task remained to grasp that unknown something, which 
was anatomically as well as chemically invulnerable, and yet must form the 
real and specific basis of epilepsy, and according to its appropriate relations 
limit it within the smallest lines possible, and thereby approximate to an 
understanding of its real nature. This object which in England was pre- 
eminently pursued by Sieveking, in Germany after Romberg*s precedent 
seemed to animate Wittmaack, who sought by a scientific treatise, to pene- 
trate the theories upon neuroses, and to vindicate its original separation as 
against the influence upon it by modern pathological anatomy and chem- 
istry, (Wittmaack Theod. The intermittent, chronic cerebral spasms, 
epilepsia, pathologically and therapeutically viewed.) The real pathological 
foundation, the primogenetical basis of the epileptic aflection, he says, is 
unmistakably owing to peculiar constitutional disposition of the nervous 
system. The postulate of such a specific disposition arises from the fact 
that all the causes of epilepsy usually enumerated, appear much ofbener 
unikovt than with it, and their influence or power is that opportune mo- 
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ment, which find a chance of invasion only where the balance of the cen- 
tral function regulatoi*s are already disturbed. The somatic type of the 
"to epilepsy disposed," W. found mostly in an easy, nervous irritability 
upon a weak organic basis. There are two large classes of individuals 
who, in particular, offer a broad basis to this epileptic predisposition. The 
first of these includes those lymphatic erethic constitutions to which the 
well known terminus technicus of the physiological school usually ascribef^ 
an irritable weakness with feeble power of resistance, i. e. great vulnerabil- 
ity of the nervous action — individuals of a fiue gracile organization with 
slight plastic energy, often with a well expressed tendency to scrofulous and 
tuberculous anomalies. Particularly the fomjile sex and tho?e between ten 
and twenty years of age, furnish frequent epileptic examples of this class. 
Menstrual anomalies accompany this upon the same basis, and are errone- 
ously taken up as independent causes. 

A second class of those disposed to epilepsy is formed, according to 
Wittmaack, by individuals of an apparently robust habit, in part plethoric 
and corpulent, formerly so-called leuco-phlegrantic, bloated subjects to whom 
the former physiological school ascribed a torpid irritability, heightene«l 
excitability with a weak power of reaction. 

It can be seen how this author seeks after precise categories to limit 
those peculiar abnormalities of the constitution preceding manifested ejn- 
lepsyy to grasp within definite classes its symptoms. If with unsatisfactory 
results, it is still his merit to have brought this great practical question 
again in the foreground, and to have pointed the way to ita solution. In 
regard to the psychical immediate causes of epilepsy, W. expresses himself 
to the effect that they most generally bring their influences to bear in the 
shape of fright and fear, and then by means of an overpawering of the 
cerebral powers of reaction produce what might be called a psychical par- 
alysis — offering a momentary open field to anomalous reflex action. These 
moments where a predisposition exists can be occupied by epileptic convul- 
sions. He considers plethora and anemia as equivalent causing states to 
awaken the predisposition ; yet the latter appears to occur oftener than the 
former. 

His pathological views correspond with his views of indications. These 
are characterized by caution in the use of the usual and even the most 
celebrated anti-epileptic remedies and by the preponderating endeavors to 
make the entire disease " the alienated nervous system with the organic 
constitutional alienations,*' the subjects of cure. For example, he is very 
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tiedoite id hJB treatment in those frequently oGcurriDg cases caused by the 
so-called nervous erethism, that is» that temperament resting upon a great 
excitability livithout an equal base for an equivalent natural reaction. Here 
the application of powerful remedial agents are not to be thought of. 
The moet important means are a strict regulation of the diet, occupation, 
(particularly mental,) exercise and quiet, consequently the success of a 
residence in the country, the milk, whey and crape cures. 

Another kind of influence upon the system is necessary in torpid sub- 
jects; it can be more powerful, exciting, and in part withholding. For this 
reason, besides a somewhat stimulating diet, cutaneous stimulants, particu- 
larly that of cold come in properly here. W. says, <^one cannot act more 
efficiently upon the cerebral energy, through any other oi^n than through 
the skin, with its numerous nervous plexuses, and I therefore know of no 
remedy which answers the required purpose as well as sea-baths, cold ablu- 
tions, or the cold affusions already celebrated by Celsus,^^ 

Of dispersive remedies, W. found fontanelles and setons the most efiect- 
;iaL but they must be continued a long time. Systematic gymnastics he 
■advised in those cases where chronic abdominal troubles formed the basis 
of the epileptic attack. 

The several results of labors upon the subject under our hands found a 
^lendid conclnsion in the work of Reynolds, (J. Russell. Reynolds, Epilep- 
sy, its symptoms, treatment and relations to the chronic convulsive diseases. 
LonloD, 1861,) who combined a masterly review of all foreign researches 
with the results of a ripe personal experience, and independent style. Rey- 
nolds insists upon a strict separation of pure or idiopathic epilepsy — that 
1% those cases in which aside from the known symptomatic complications 
of the disease no other disturbances are observed, from deuteropathic or 
symptomatic epilepsy which are referable to disease of specific organs, 
external to the nervous centres, such as of the heart for example. Only 
the study of those of the idiopathic form can lead to clear results upon the 
nature and action of epilepsy. The two characteristics in the complication 
of symptoms are chlonic spasm and insensibility. As the point of origin 
of the first Marshall Hall, Brown Sequard, and Schroeder von der Kolk, 
point positively to the medulla oblongata, and the upper portion of the 
med. spinalis. The second characteristic symptom, the pause of sensation, 
•depends physiologically upon a specific change in the organ of sensation, 
the large cerebral hemispheres. Congestion of the brain, according to the 
old school, is the commencing link of the entire epileptic appearance, ai)4 
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aooordlug to Marshall Hall it forms the connectiDg link between the spasm 
and insensibility. From the primarily affected medulla oblongata the irri- 
tation is conveyed to the vasamotor nerre of the cerebral arteries, and by 
spastic contraction of the latter produces insensibility. 

As we can accordingly consider the seat of the disease as pretty defin- 
itely ascertained, the second question arises, what the nature of the change 
in the affected organ in epileptic patients, the medulla oblongata, is. Ana- 
tomical researches, among which Reynolds considers those of Schroeder 
voQ der Kolk the best, have shown that the changed function after a cer- 
tain duration, always traceably is followed by a change in the state of assim- 
ilation, but that these changes in the assimilation are secondary, hence form 
no basis for the solving of the nature of the disease^ Primarily it only 
shows the alienated function, regarding which the further question arises, 
whether it is changed in quality or in power. The medulla oblongata per- 
forms the specific office to change adducted sensatorial impressions into 
motor momentums, to rt^fiect them upon the motor nerves. The main 
elements of a convulsive attack may be recognized in the normal state, and 
as portions of normal organic functions. The insensibility during sleep is^ 
a normal appearance, equally so the continuance of involuntary reflex mus- 
cular movement during sleep. How insensibility during sleep arises, has- 
not as yet been poi^itively ascertained, and the theory of Laycock is the 
most feasible, that ^' the conduction of the excitants received by the sensa- 
tonal nerves to the organs of sense and volition through changes in the 
medulla oblongata are impeded.*' On the other hand we see hourly 
changes not only under the influence of the will, but also of emotion, sen- 
sation and visceral impressions, different muscular actions and changes in 
the circulation. Respiration has its centre in the medulla oblongata; easy 
and quiet where there is no source of disturbance, mental emotion creates 
sobs and sighs, fatigue makes it gaping and irregular, impeded and stag- 
nated by fear or violent physical exercise. The jaw and hands are closed 
involuntarily by anger, the face by excitement becomes distorted, blushes 
with shame and pales with fear. Thus we meet the phenomena of the 
spasm singly in daily life, as appertaining part of our normal activity «. 
Reynolds therefore concludes that we have no ground upon which we caa 
consider these changes in function peculiar to epilepsy as those of modality^ 
They appear ill-timed, combined reversely and particularly changed in 
violence, yet we can see no new element of activity, and no change in the 
functional modality of the natural powers. That this gradual change of 
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fanction ahowa an exaltation and not a reduction, Reynoid'a proves con- 
traiy to Baddiffe'a theories upon physiological grounds. 

For the origin of the epileptic exaltation of action in the medulla oblon- 
gata he givea us five categories of causes. 

lat — Hereditary acquisition which he found in one-third of his cases, 
and as he says does not in any way clear up the orign of the disease. 

2d.— Deep-seated, general change of assimilating power of a physiolog- 
ical or pathological nature in which the nerve centres participate; hence 
the prevalence of the attacks during dentition, development of puberty, 
and pr^rnancy, further the development of the disease during pneumonia 
or an rheumatic fever. 

3d. — ^Excessive external stimulants, physical as well as psychical. 

4th. — Accidental or habitual supervention of a precedent analogous to 
epilepsy. Hooping-cough, excessive coitus or masturbation can lead to 
epilepsy, also the spasmodic laugh produced by tickling of the soles. 

5th. — Organic lesions in any part of the central-nervous system, tumors, 
chronic meningitis, softening of the brain, neuroma, etc., can produce 
epilepsy through conduction of the irritation they produce upon the medulla 
obbogata. The nearer a tumor is located to this the more of a source it 
famishes for the origin of epilepsy. 

Combinations of the here detailed momentums of origin form the rule, 
e;icluaive action of one of these, the exception. 

The epileptic paroxysm Reynolds divides into three stages. 

a. Tonic spasm with insensibility, (cerebral anaemia.) 

b. Chlonic spasm with continued insensibility, (cerebral hyperaemia.) 

c. The gradual returning volition of motion, through a stage of change 
of stupor, (cerebral prostration.) 

From a therapeutic point of view Reynolds divides epileptics into three 
dasses. 

1. — ^That class where the general bodily state of health with the excep- 
tion of the paroxysms remains intact, and in these the least success is to be^ 
hoped for. Diet, regimen and counter-irritation are the only means whiehi 
sometimes produce an improvement 

2. — ^Where anaemia or other symptoms of a debilitated oonstitutidn . 
show themselves, iron, qninine and tonics generally, stimulanta even, besides 
a corresponding diet and careful regards of the functions of digestion arc 
indicated. 

Z. — ^Increased irritabiffty of the nerve-centres outside of the attacks, . 
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demand the use of sedatives, like opium, hyoscianiaa, belladonna, etc. 
Reynolds never saw any satiBfactory results from the use of the much 
lauded specifics, particularly of the metalic kind. 

Among the isolated* contributions to the casuistry of epilepsy, we find 
^worthy of mention two cases observed and explicitly described by Schnee, 
>(Schnee, Carl £mil, Zwei Fslle als Beitrag zur Eentniss der Beflex-Epilep- 
sie, mit mikroskop. Untersuch d Errengenden Nervenpartie. Zurich, 1861.) 

The questions whether syphilis and epilepsy are related, is answered in 
»the affirmative, based upon observations made by J. F. Duncan, (Dublin 
Journal, xxxv, p. 48, Feb. 1863,) and Jackson, (Med. Times & Gazette. 
June 22, 1861.) The first describes three cases of afiection of the nerve- 
•centres by syphilis. Jackson's observations are mostly based upon autop* 
«ies. Neither of these gentlemen, however, give us sufficiently satisfactory 
evidence that there did not coexist any disease of the brain independent of 
the syphilis. 

The relation of the assymmetry of the cerebral hemispheres to epilepsy 
as investigaled by Dr. L.* Duchense, (Gaz. hebd. viii, 1861,) showed but a 
sb'ght difference, as a rule, in the weight of the hemispheres. 

The majority of the isolated communications upon epilepsy originated 
from the question of treatment of the disease, without materially advanc- 
ing our knowledge of the same. 

Rigodin (Rev. de Ther. Med. Qhirurg. p. 566, Nov. 1858,) speaks highly 
of the combination of ext. l^lladonna with rad valer, as effectual in simple 
inorganic epilepsy, and as a new remedy in obstinate cases he recommends 
expatriation, particularly a somewhat prolonged residence in the tropics. 
Several old cases in his practice recovered, he claims, upon a removal from 
France to New Orleans and Central America. 

Cornell (Charleston Medical Journal xviii, May, 1858,) made extensive 
use of digitalis, which is an old Irish remedy against epilepsy. Corrigan 
saw many cures performed with this remedy in the hands of old women. 
Ordinarily §iv of the fre«h leaves are macerated and made into a decoction 
with Oj boiling water, and of this every two days §iv are given with an 
addition of the radix polyp, or every three hours, until vomiting ensues. 
The reputation made by these empyrical cures induced Cornell to give 
digitalis to his patients in carefully increased doses until the pulse became 
reduced to 45-50, and to keep the patient so for four months. He claims 
to have achieved a perfect cure in several cases, in all an amelioration and 
longer duration of the intervals. The cumulative effects of the remedy 
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became so apparent however in several cases that Cornell advises against 
its use excepting where the remedy is taken under the constant supervision 
of the physician. 

Of the efficiency of the setons in the neck, so highly extolled by Schroder 
Yon der Eolk, Goerds (Deutche Klenik 49, I860,) gives an exanaple. It 
was a case complicated with manial delirium of a robust girl aged seven- 
teen. After being twice cured by a lon^ continued seton, she was perma- 
nently cured by a protracted suppuration kept up after a blister to the nape 
of the neck. 

General blood-letting had also its advocates, fiosmorin (Gaz. des Hop. 
19, 2861,) claims to have cured two children by a venesection in the arm 
made at the b^inning of a paroxysm. 

To the study of the forensic of epilepsy, we have nothing new of any 
importance, and cannot expect any. How important and at the same time 
iiow difficult practically it is to decide not only upon the imputableness, 
^ut as well upon the powers of volition in epilepsy regarding a given 
period of time, the following apropos case wiil show. It is from the Ota, 
des H4)p, 125, 1861: 

A shoemaker, aged 20, for several years subject to epilepsy, followed 
latterly by manial excitements, without however leaving any psychical alien- 
ation in the intervals^ on the day before his wedding, was attacked with a 
violent headache, which he knew was a premonitory symptom of epilepsy. 
As he had always been relieved by being bled, he asked to be bled now; 
but bad to wait until the succeeding day before he found a competent per- 
son to do it, and had it done a few hours before the ceremony, but without 
any relief. During the ceremony he was downcast and still, did not utter 
a single word besides the requisite '*yes.'' Ho had hardly left the church 
when the headache increased to such an extent that he had to retire to bed 
in a room adjoining the one in which his guests were assembled. A vio- 
lent paroxysm of epilepsy ensued, and soon became mania. He ran out 
naked among the guests, and furiously knocked down a lady and killed his 
father-in-law by stabbing him with a knife. Upon return to consciousness, 
three days subsequently, he remembered the wedding ceremony, and 
believed himself to have slept after that Upon application of his bride's 
family the marriage was declared void by the court, because that the 
patient at the time of the marriage ceremony was not fully sane, and coq- 
seqnently in«coropetent to make a valid declaration of his will, 
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NoTss BT TUB TRANSLATOR. — In translating this very interesting paper 
upon Epilepsy, I believe I have given a more extensive circulation to ideas 
tending to produce comment, research, and perhaps may obtain for this 
disease that attention from the profession which is necessary to our more 
perfect knowledge of it I do not by any means share in the ideas of Dr. 
Finkelnburg, nor do 1 endorse his criticisms and encomiums upon the labors 
of those whom he quotes. I have only translated his paper and left all 
remarks which I have to make to be uttered in these notes. To any one 
acquainted with German medical nomenclature I need not make any 
explanation, for some of the somewhat unusual language used in the trans- 
lation, and all I need to say in explanation to any one that German is a 
very difficult language to translate medical papers from, particularly for one 
like myself, who is not a German. 

The writer, whom I translate from, does not seem to have quoted much 
from American medical literature, hence I am compelled to add some few 
cases and remarks from some of our American medical periodicals, which 
I think will add to the value of the pB\>cT and the light we have upon the 
subject, but in the first place I will add a paragraph which seems to go the 
rounds of our daily papers, and apparently emanates from a European 
WttW. I give it without comment, letting the reader draw his own 

deductions i 

'* Something for Health— Important Medical Discovkrv.— A LoDdoa letter 
says* 

*A great discovery is just now engaging the attention of the scientific and med- 
ical world. Few English names are more familiar to Americans than that of Dr. 
John Chapman, once the leading publisher of heretical books, now editor of the 
W*atmifuUr, and always a devotee of science and medicine. This Dr. Chapman has 
been for years engaged in studies and experiments connected with the nervous sys- 
tem alone, with Dr. Brown-Sequord and Claude Bernard of Paris. For the past 
year he has been proving a tremendous discovery— namely, the cure of epilepsy, 
and many diseases hitherto deemed incurable, by means of the external application 
of ice and hot water, in India-rubber bags, at various parts of the spinal cord, act- 
ing thus upon the sympathetic nerve, and through it upon the most important and 
vital regions of the body. Many eminent physicians have accompanied Dr. Chap-, 
man to see the marvels which he had wrought upon patients who had long ago« 
despaired of health. Many of the worst and most inveterate feminine diseases have 
yielded to the new cure. The treatment is as simple as it is grand. Any one wh» 
is troubled by the pressure of blood on the brain will find that, by holding a bag of 
ice on the nape of the neck ten minutes, an equable flow of blood can be secured. 
Those who are troubled with habitual cold may find relief by applying ice to the 
small of the back in the lumbar region. It is hard to estimate the importance ot 
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UuB diicoYery, which will ere long be ranked by the side of that of Jedner. Seren 
hoepitals are already under Dr. Chapman's practice, and, as yet, no one can bring 
forward an instancd of failure/ ^ 

Again, I must mention a case as described to me by Prof. Camochan of 
this city. About the time of Marshall Hall's visit to this country a case of 
epilepsy came under Prof. Camochan's observation, Marshall Hall being 
present enthusiastically advised tracheotomy, which the Professor performed. 
The patient, previous to the operation, had had on an average, one par- 
oxysm every day, and the operation was only expected to palliate, not to- 
ccre. Patient had an unusually large trachea, so much so that an instru- 
ment of a size large enough to fit in, as a canuia, had to be made. The 
canula remained in the wound about six months; the paroxysms became 
lighter and less frequent, the intervals were longer, and at one time there 
was no paroxysm in six weeks. Upon removal of the canula a paroxysm 
ensued which ended fatally. 

During the last three years I have had in private and dispensary practice 
forty-three cases of epilepsy under treatment of which I have kept a 
record; of these I will mention a few, and give the cause and history of 
the balance in a more condensed form. 

Case 1. — A boy, 10 years of age, probable cause masturbation; par- 
oxysms nearly every day; recovered upon the continued application of 
cantharidal collodion to the penis. 

Case 2. — A young lady, aged 22 years; had epileptic attacks about the 
period when she ^should have menstruated; had amenorrhoea; upon repro- 
ducing regular menstruation, recovered. 

Case 3. — A woman, aged 41 years, had had epileptic attacks for two- 
years, averaging three a week, but at irregular intervals. Upon examina- 
tion found a fibrous tumor in the cervical region pressing upon the spina) 
cord there ; upon removal of which the paroxysms ceased. 

Case 4. — A young woman, aged 26 year^, of an anaemic appearance, but 
who had no symptoms of any other disease had epileptic paroxysms twice 
and three times daily. Upon administration of chalybeates they ceased. 

Case 5. — A boy, aged 1 1 years, with epileptic attacks three or four times 
a week, recovered upon being removed from school and hard study. 

Case 6. — ^A milkman, aged 37 years, who was in the habit of carrying 
two cans of milk upon a yoke fastened around his neck, and the weight of 
which principally rested upon the cervical vertebrae, had several attacks f^ 
week. Upon ceasing to carry the loaded yoke, rapidly recovered. 
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Cases 1, 8, 0, 10 and 11, were females where epilepsy was evidently 
the result of irregular roenstruatioD. Upon the removal, of which the 
epileptic paroxysms ceased. 

Case 12, was that of an old lady who, during an attack of tonsilitis, 
swallowed a leech. She became affected with hysteria and epilepsy. Upon 
the administration of powerful purgatives and the introduction of another 
Jeech into her stool, (the one swallowed having been passed without her 
knowledge,) hysteria and epilepsy both ceased. ^ 

Cases 13, 14, 15, 16, 17, 18, 19, 20 and 21, were produced by mastur- 
bation, and were treated with epispastics. Six recovered entirely: two 
relapsed upon resuming the masturbation, and one died during a paroxysm. 

Case 22, was dependent upon an irritation produced by an uterine poly- 
pus. Upon removal of which she recovered. 

Cases 23, 24, 25, 26, 27, 28, 29, 30, 31, 32 and 33, no cause could be 
found, and patients all passed from my observation without benefit 

Cases 34, 35 and 36, died while under treatment. 

Cases 37 and 38, no cause could be found, but recovered by the appli- 
cation of counter-irritation by moxa and setons along the spine. 

Case 39, no cause ascertained. Recovered by affecting the general sys- 
tem with repeated emetics and mercurials. 

Cases 40, 41, 42 and 43, were somewhat improved when first put under 
treatment, but soon relapsed and passed from under ray treatment 

1 copy the following from the Philadelphia Med. & Surg. Reporter, 
emanating from the pen of Dr. W. N. Cote of Paris: 

'* Epilrpst. — It would be no easy task to enumerate all the remedies which have 
been employed against that obstinate and well nigh incurable disease known as 
43pilepsy or falling sickness. The treatment should vary, according to the cause 
•which occasions the disease. When it is sympathetic and arises from worms, 
anthelmintics ought to be employed. In some cases of epileptic fits, the oil of tur- 
ipeutine, in doses of from half an ounce to one ounce, has been found a very useful 
medicine. When teething is the exciting cause of the disease, the inflamed p^rt of 
^he gam should be deeply scarified, the body being kept open with laxative medi- 
icines, and the feet bathed in warm water. If the epileptic paroxysms seem to be 
owing to disordered digestion, the contents of the stomach should be evacuated by 
fin emetic, consisting of a solution of the sulphate of zinc in an aqueous infusion of 
ipecacuanha, the dose to vary according to the age of the patient, and the different 
degrees of irritability of the stomach, and so on. Bleeding has been found of some 
utility in cases where the predisposition to epileptic fits has arisen from a plethoric 
state of the system, or from a turgescence in the vessels of the hend, [n those 
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cases, besides bleeding, an abstemious diet and proper exercise, and issues between 
the scapula, or a seton in the neck, may be recommended. The insertion of a 
aeton in the neck has sometimes been attended with considerable relief when, from 
frequent paroxysms, a morbid condition of the enceph;iIon had prevailed. In those 
eases, digitalis has also been found serviceable ; but to produce a permanent effect, 
the constitution must be kept under its influence for some weeks, by giving from 
half a grain to one grain of the powder, or from fifteen to thirty drops of the tine- 
tnre, three or four times a day. Anti-spasm odics, such as valerian, castor, musk, 
edier, oil of amber, oleum cajeputae, arnica montana, belladonna, hyoscyamtts, and 
opium, bare been i^ployed with more or less success. Electricity has been tried, 
bat there are few cases on record which have been benefited by that agent. The 
younger the patient and more recent the complaint, the greater will be tlie 'chance 
of the electric current being of service. 

Hitherto no specific has been found agaiust epilepsy. Dr. Hcrpln, formerly of 
Geneva, and now practicing in this city, extols the virtues of the white oxyde of 
ziuc in this disease. It may be administered according to the following formulas: 

^ Zinci oxydi, - . , . gr. xij. 

Palv. cinnam. comp., - , - - gr. xv. 

CinchoDie, - - - - 3j. M- 

Ft in chartul., xij divide, quarum UDam sumat ter iu die. 

Vel, 

^ Zinci oxydi, ... gr. xxiv. 

Extract gentian, - - - 3ss. 

Syrupi, - - - - - q. s. M. 

Ft. massa, et in pi]., xij dir. 

Two may be taken morning and evening, with one ounce and a half of 
a decoction of Peruvian bark. 

Drs. Trousseau and Bretonneau administer, with some degree of success, pills 
composed of 0.01 of extract of belladonna, and 0.01 of the powder of belladonna.^' 

In the "Medical Times and Gazette" for Nov. 22, 1862, I find an arti- 
cle npon the treatment of epilepsy by belladonna, from the pen of Dr. 
J. S. Ramskill, Assistant Physician to the London Hospital and Physician 
to the Hospital for Epilepsy and Paralysis. He says that we must not 
always look for immediate and palpable beneficial results; even that we 
must expect the complaint for the first three or four weeks after taking it 
to grow worse, but that after six or eight weeks, if any amelioration 
occurs, it will be decided and progressive. At first the dose should 
be very small, and gradually augmented until the pupil shows signs 
of its action, and the patient complains of both alterations in sight and 
dryness of throat. Having obtained this result and maintained it for some 
time, the dose may be gradually diminished ; but its efiect upon the eye 
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and throat arc not to be ro diminished as to become imperceptible to the 
patient^ bat only so far la«iscned as to cease causing absolute discomfort 
The other toxic effects of belladonna are entirely uncalled for. Dr. R 
prefers giving the drug in an eighth of a grain dose, three times a day, or 
only twice daily for a week, then one-fourth of a grain for fourteen days; 
a third for the next fourteen, at which lime its physiological action will in 
most cases be manifested. He thinks it wise to halt at this dose for two or 
three months, slightly increasing the dose if the patient shows diminished 
susceptibility to its effects decrying if the reverse happens, and then 
gradually dropping it to the quantity first administered. This writer also 
gives us some very interesting ideas regarding the nature of the action of 
belladonna upon the system, but for these T must refer the reader to the 
original paper. 

I have looked further, but do not find anything excepting that which is 
available to every man, tending to enlighten us further upon our subject, 
hence I leave it thus abruptly, hoping soon to be followed in this direction 
by some other observer of epilepsy. 



ART. II. — Seven Cases of Aphonia, collected by W. H. Butler, A, AssL 
Surgeon U, S. A, 

I have collected seven cases of Aphonia, resulting generally from cold. 
The cases I have seen have generally been well in other particulars. The 
cases have been recorded as the patients were accidentally met in the vari- 
ous wards of the hospital; in six the cause seems traceable to colds; thd 
seventh is charged to a previous attack of measles. The average of the 
six recorded ages is 24 years. 

The following well authenticated case of recovery of the voice is inter- 
esting : A soldier who had been sutfering from aphonia for some time, and 
finally transferred to the Invalid Corps for this disability^ while passing 
down Seventh street in this city, accidentally fell into a cellar-way and was 
censiderably bruised, but on gaining the side-walk he found compensation 
for all his pains in the entire restoration of his powers of speech. No 
doubt the fall had dislodged some thickened membrane from about the 
vocal cords. 

Case of Aphonia, Ne. 1. — George Dunbar, aged 23, born in Michigan, 
enlisted August, 1862; for some time has bad a hacking cough after hard. 
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labor; has been subject to fever and ague from childhood up Id tliree 
years ago; thinks he has had it every year. Was on duty three months 
after enlistment, about November 15tb, had ao;ue, took cold, had cough 
and loss of voice followed; cough continued two weeks, and in three weeks 
completely lost his voice. Has done only light duty from November 16th 
to January 15th, 1863, when he had what he 8upix>8es was typhoid fever; 
was admitted in Armory Square Hospital February 8th; had had diar- 
rhoea for two weeks before admission, and it was [)ersistent up to the date 
of his discharge, March, 1863. Have heard nothing of him since. 

JVb. 2. — George Perry, aged 24, private Co. D. 20th Michigan Volun- 
teers; enlisted August, 1862; was then well and hearty; of sanguine ner- 
vous temperament; was well until October, 1862, when he had intermit- 
tent fever, which kept him in hospital ten day^, and was debilitated for two 
weeks after; before recovering from that, or at about three weeks from the 
ficst attack of fever, he was taken with iuflamraation of the lungs; was 
sick in hospital three weeks; while recovering from the latter disease thinks 
he got up too quick, caught a cold and lost his voice ; coughed up blood 
after this, several times. Is now, July 18, 1863, well, but cannot speak 
above a whisper. July 25, 1863, is well and hearty; speaks in a husky 
whisper; thinks his voice is weaker now than three months ago. The 
uvula and muscles arching from it seem emaciated, and look rather pale. 
The tonsils look about natural. 

JVb. 3. — Private Thomas Yagie, aged 30, sanguine nervous temperament, 
enlisted August. 1862; was then in good health; kept well until December, 
1862, when he caught a heavy cold; had sore throat for a month with 
sore chest, and a dry, hacking cough ; as he recovered from the cold he 
suddenly lost his voice, and yet speaks in a whisper; he also has a dry 
<X)Ugh as if something irritated his throat. The tonsiif^ and uvula seem 
enaaciated, and have a pale look. (Case recorded July 22, 1863; feels 
well; patient had had typhoid fever in June, 1861, but was entirely over 
its effects when he enlisted in the following August. ) 

No. 4. — James D. Stearns, private 7th Co. U. S. Sharp Shoot^^rs, 
enlisted September, 1862, in good health; is of sanguine nervous tempera- 
ment kept well for six months, then ne had a slow fever, called by the 
doctors ** putrid fever ;'' sore throat was associated with it ; the latter affection 
produced hoarseness and affected the voice. This trouble lasted five weeks ; 
was well after this until May 1st, 1863, when he caught a hard cold from 
exposure on picket duty, which required him to lay on the ground. He 
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recovered from this July 14th; caught cold agaia and has been UDablc 
since to speak above a whisper — well otherwise. 

No. 5. — S. B. Labar, aged 27, private Co. D, 15th N. J.; previously 
healthy ; never took a dose of medicine till he entered the array ; January 
l7th was attacked with a severe cold; began to lose his voice, and on the 
20th could not speak loud ; was sent to camp hospital, White Oak Church, 
Stafford county, Va., where he staid two weeks, then returned to his tent, 
but did no duty till in March; has lost flesh, and continues to, up to this 
time, October 9, 1863. The throat on examination looks red in places, 
but not marked. He complains of some pain in left side of chest 

JVo. 6. — John A. Barr, aged 23, Co. H, 34th Massachusetts, enlisted 
July, 1663, was well and doing duty at Fort Lyon, Va., until January, 
1862, when he had measles; while recovering from this disease he grad- 
ually lost his voice; entered Armory Square Hospital July 10th, rather 
debilitated, but able to do light duty; can only talk in a whisper. A 
month since, there was a time, say a week, when his voice returned in a 
slight degree, but soon relapsed. 

No, 7. — Henry Wright, aged 22, 2d Batt Inv. Corps, 49th Co., entered 
the service November, 1861, was well and hearty then, and kept well until 
about November 1st, 1862, when having been sent on picket, he was com- 
pelled to lay for two hours in the wet, and caught a severe cold, followed 
by expectoration of blood and inflammation of the lungs; was sick four 
weeks, and has been an inmate of hospital since, having entered Armory 
Square Hospital in June, then to Convalescent Camp, and now he i§ on duty 
here, November 4th, is pi-etty well, complains of shortness of breath ; has 
occasional neuralgic pains through left lung; has some cough, raises white, 
thickphlegm ; has slightly enlarged tonsils, and a reddish blush about arch of 
palate ; says he has had a raw feeling about the throat since he had the 
inflammation of lungs. For some time during his illness he was very 
hoarse, and gradually afterward lost hij> voice. He now speaks with some 
eflbrt in a moderate whipper. 

Armortf Square HomUal^ \ 
Wa«7iinffton, Dec. 10th, 1S68. f 

The operation for ligature of the subclavian artery, performed in Novem- 
ber by Dr. Armsby, of Albany, has been successful. The ligature came 
away on the twenty-ninth day. It is now (Dec 28th) forty days since the 
operation, and the patient is able to attend to business. — Boston Med, Jour. 
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ART. III. — CHnteal Remarks upon Surgical Combs in the Buffalo Otn- 
end Hospital — Excision of the Globe of the Eye — Operation for 
Cataract — Radical Cure of Varicose Veins, Bt J. F. Mihkb, M. D. 

November 12, 1863. 
Gsntlbmek: — I should perhaps preface my remarks this morDing by a 
brief account of the progress which the patients, operated upon last week,. 
are making towards recovery. The young lady whose thigh we amputated, 
has not apparently suffered in the least from the operation ; she has eaten, 
slept and felt as well as ever; the wound has united by what is called "first 
intention/' and the only opening now present is that kept up by the 
ligatures. It is a most remarkable result in many respects, and one that 
was by no means anticipated. How a young lady could have amputation 
of the thigh, and not suffer either shock, pain, loss of appetite, sleep, or 
anything else common after such operations I am unable to explain ; such» 
however, has been the fortunate result 

The 2d Case — ^Removal of Tumor — has also been equally successful, 
and I am happy to inform you, that the old gentleman, now 70 years of 
agOb ia apparently the happiest man in the world. 

The first case we present before you this morning is, Cataracts— opacity 
of the crystaline lens — a very common disease with old people, and not 
unfiequenily congenital— existing at birth. This case is one of great inter- 
est to me, not so much on account of the eye which has the opake lens 
sdU remaining, but the other eye where the lens has been removed. The 
left eye has been operated upon by a very skillful and accomplished sur- 
geon with perfect success, so far as removal of the cataract is concerned ; 
bot vifflon is not restored. The humours of the eye are perfectly transpa- 
Tent — and so far as appearances indicate there should be good vision ; yet 
he is blind. 

Many of you are perhaps familiar with the object and uses of the Oph- 
thalmoscope — an instrument by which we are able to light up and look 
into the posterior chamber of the eye, to see some of tho changes which 
disease produces upon the delicate tissues of the organ of vision. It i» 
remarkable with what distinctness some of these changes are observed; 
Uiongh it must be confessed that blindness may be complete, and the 
causes yet remain undiscovered. If you have never become familiar with 
the workings of the ophthalmoscope, your enthusiasm will be raised to the 
highest point when yon are able to catch your first glimpses of its 
wonderful revelations. It seems as though you had borrow^ the eye of 
VOL. 3, NO. 6 — 27. 
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Omnipotence and was looking in upon the secret workings of one of the 
most remarkable organs of physical machinery, whose hitherto obscure 
chambers are now lighted up by the torch of science. I am not suffi- 
ciently familiar with the use of this instrument to be able to see with dis- 
tinctness all the conditions which are described by authors, but I think I 
am able to see the reason why this patient does not enjoy good vision. I 
think I can see that the retina has suffered change, and suppose that loss of 
sight depends mainly upon this delicate membrane being unfitted to receive 
impressions. 

I have no reason to suppose that this was in any way produced by the 
kind or mode of operation practiced upon the eye. The changes required 
to destroy vision are very slight, and are liable to occur after any, and all 
operations for cataract I shall make upon the other eye the operation by 
division or depression or both, and hope for better results, though I cannot 
be sure of obtaining them. 

The process of absorption will gradually remove the lens after the break- 
ing up of the capsule and depression of lens, which you now observe the 
process of making. It is quite painless and bloodless, and is generally 
followed by good results. The operation by extraction is now generally 
regarded as most likely to be followed by permanent vision, and many of 
the best operators greatly prefer this method, as being less liable to be fol- 
lowed by inffammation and the condition which is present in the left eye of 
this patient I have practiced both methods of operation, and am not yet 
prepared to express personal opinion as to their relative advantages. I 
have obtained good results by extraction, depression and division, and 
I haye also had cases of failure. This patient has come from Niagara • 
county for this operation, and will remain sufficiently long to enable us to 
judge something of the success of our efforts to restore vision. 

Case 2d, — This young man, now 20 years of age, received when quite 
a boy, a severe blow upon the eye, by which vision was immediately 
destroyed. The eye has somewhat the appearance of melanosis — that is* 
the iris is changed, appearing black, and without any central opening or 
pupil. I have previously satisfied myself more fully of the condition of 
this eye, by introducing a hook into the anterior chamber, and attempting 
to draw out the iris, as in artificial pupil; but I find that there is no iris, 
and that its place is supplied by the products of inflammation. This con- 
dition has produced so great intolerance of light in the sound eye, that he 
has not been able to follow useful employment, but a very small part of his 
life; he is never able to look up in good light, without shading the eye. 
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The sympathy which exists between these organs is very remarkable, 
while the exact conditions upon which it depends are not very thoroughly 
understood ; the principles of treatment^ however^ which are proper in such 
aases, are better defined ; especially for the last few years has it been fully 
established, that medical treatment exerts but little if any favorable influ- 
ence in severe cases over sympathetic inflammation of the eye, after injury, 
and that excision or extirpation constitutes the only remedial procedure 
from which we can expect any decided benefit ; while this affords prompt 
and permanent relief. 

With the expectation of relieving this young man of the sympathetic 
effects of this diseased eye, I shall excise the anterior portion of the globe, 
and allow the escape of the contents of the eye, which you now observe 
consists of a fibrinous clot in place of the iris, and serum in place of the 
vitreous humor. Simple dressings will be applied, and I shall hereafter 
report to you the results of the operation. If it should prove as successful 
as I expect, he will have perfect vision in the healthy eye, and a good 
stamp upon which to rest an artificial eye in place of the one we have 
excised. Nothing can be lost by making this operation, since he had no 
vision in the diseased eye, and I have confident expectation that much will 
be gained every way — ^relief of the intolerance of light — protection from 
injurious inflammation, and place for artificial eye — this I am expecting 
from the operation; but you are well aware there is uncertainty of result 
io all operations of this nature. 

Ton observed that after removing the anterior portion of the globe the 
contents of the eye did not escape, and that the forceps removed with some 
effort the fibrinous dot which was adherent to the sclerotic coat and 
retained in the posterior chamber an accumulation of yellow serum, which 
had taken the place of the vitreous humour. This disorganization is the 
result of inflammation, and must be a rare product in this position, even 
of long continued inflammatory action. The contents of the orbit will 
gradually contract as the process of granulation progresses, and the young 
roan will probably be relieved of a malady which has embittered his whole 
life thus far, and made him at times intensely miserable. 

Case Sd, — ^The third and last operation we shall make this morning is 
for the radical cure of varicose veins. Surgeons practice several different 
operations for this purpose, all havin^^ the same object — obstruction of the 
vessel. Ligation of the vessel is perhaps the more common. Destruction 
by caustics, in various forms, has also been practiced. Thfs patient has 
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had, I judge, caustic potassa applied with this view of exciting suppur- 
ative inflammation in the integument and vessel, and of thus closing and 
preventing the circulation of blood, forcing it to deeper and undiiated 
channels, but has failed in every respect This large, indolent ulcer has 
been here for several years, and some of his physicians have even regarded 
it as indicative of caries of the tibia, and proposed operation for removal of 
diseased bone. I need not say a more erroneous view could not have 
been entertained. The condition of the circulation is the cause of this 
ulcer, and when we have obliterated these immensely dilated veins, we shall 
soon see the ulcer take on healthy granulation and disappear, while the 
bones of the leg have never been in the least diseased. 

Within the last few years a somewhat new method of operation has been 
practiced by a few surgeons — injection of solution of persulphate of iron 
into the vessel, with the view of coagulating the blood and thus causing a 
complete stoppage of the circulation. I have adopted this operation, prac- 
ticing it in a great number of cases, both in private and hospital practice, 
and have never seen any unpleasant or unfavorable results; it has been 
with me uniformly safe and successful. I claim to speak only for myself, 
and would not hold any one else responsible for my opinions, since I am 
aware that others entertain different views concerning the safety and pro- 
priety of this operation. I believe that I am the only surgeon in this city 
who has ever adopted this plan, giving it a fair trial. It has been 
attempted by others, but from some cause, either abandoned or completed 
by application of ligatures. I have my own way of explaining this want 
of success, and do not regard it as any reflection upon the efficiency and 
safety of this operation. 

I now take a small scalpel and open down, exposing the vessel, which is 
at once distinguished by the color given it> by the dark venous blood. 
With hypodermic syringe I inject into the vessel solution persulphate of 
iron four drops, diluted with about forty drops of water. This causes an 
instantaneous coagulation of all the blood in the vessel between the two 
points of compression, which may be made in any way you please; the 
fingers of an assistant answer every purpose. The clot should not be 
made more than an inch in length. It may be made in one or two differ- 
ent places in the same vessel ; all the larger vessels should be treated in 
this manner. 

The details of this operation are of importance; a faithful observance of 
these will insure success. Opening down through the integument will pre- 
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▼ent any uncertainty as to where jou are to dislodge the contents of the 
syringe; thorough compression of the vessel will limit the extent of your 
dot; careful preparation of your solution will guard against its being used 
in so concentrated form as to destroy the coats of the vessel and produce 
ezteDnve slough ; application of large* warm poultice will abate the smart- 
iog and pain, and guard against inflammation. Hoping the results of this 
operation — of which I will inform you — will prove as favorable as my 
description has led you to expect, I invite you to adopt it^ when opportn- 
nity offers, and judge for yourselves its relative merits. 



ART. IV. — Abstract of the Proceedings of the Buffalo Medical Association, 

Tuesday Evening, December 1st, 1868. 

Dr, Congar, President, in the Chair; minutes of the last meeting read 
and accepted. 

Dr. LoeJcwood presented pathological specimen, and read the following 
paper : 

M. J. Wright, aged 46, about fifteen months aince received a slight 
blow on his testicle during his work' as a shoemaker, and his attention was 
called to it by thinking it unusually tender, when upon examination it was 
found to be enlarged. A physician was consulted and treatment received 
for some three months, or more, with the view to remove the enlargement 
It continued to gradually increase in size, was but slightly tender on pres- 
sure, and not much painful. A draggirg sensation from the increased 
weight was all the inconvenience he suffered. 

About this time the case came under my observation, when the gland 
was found about double the natural size, hard, elastic and roughened, or 
uneven upon the surface. The cord was not enlarged, but the weight of 
the gland and other cause, had apparently elongated it, so that it hung low 
in the vaginal tunic of the scrotum. Persevering efforts were made to 
reduce the gland to its natural size, or at least to prevent its growth, but 
without avail. Mercury, iodine, blisters, leeches, compression and all other 
suitable remedies were faithfully tried with the view to overcome the dis- 
ease, including confinement to a horizontal position ; plain low diet, as well 
as outdoor exercise, tonics and stimulants, so as to be satisfied if possible 
that medicine could not remove the enlargement or prevent its continued 
increase. 
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A few moBths since I placed the patient in a dark room, had him hold a 
candle, burning brightly, close to the side of the scrotum, and grasping the 
posterior part of the swelling, so as to render its fore part as tense as pos- 
sible, then by looking at the swelling from the side opposite to the candle, 
and placing my left hand on the fore part of the scrotum could phiinly 
discover at superior portion of the tumor, a transparency which I regarded 
as serum, and thought possibly the case might be hydrocele, rather than 
chronic inflammation or hypertrophy. 

The case was now visited by Dr. Miner in consultation, and a trocar 
was introduced into the transparent portion of the tumor with perhaps the 
escape of two ounces of clear serum. It was however, manifest before 
this exploration that the tumor was not caused by the accumulation 
of serum alone, but that the gland had suffered organic change. Efforts to 
improve the general condition of the system were continued for several 
weeks, affording no relief, and the condition both of the gland and patient 
constantly growing worse, I again asked the advice and assistance of Dr. 
Miner, who removed by operation the entire mass, which I have presented 
for observation in connection with this brief history. 

Upon examination the gland is found to have cystic degeneration at one 
extremity, and in the body of the organ will be observed the characteristic 
appearance of malignant disease, so far at least as such appearance can be 
distinguished by the naked eye. It is softened in the center, and there is 
DO appearance of anything belonging to any of the tissues of a healthy 
gland. This unhealthy mass is surrounded by dense fibrous tissue, while 
at the other extremity are two cysts ; one contained perhaps an ounce of 
yellow serum, and the other about the same quantity of a fluid resembling 
ink. This pigmentary fluid may still be observed adhering to the black- 
ened walls of the cyst which contained it. That it is malignant in charac- 
ter the practiced observer would almost unhesitatingly afiSrm by the gen- 
eral appearance independent of any microscopical examination ; indeed if it 
should be found to lack the unmistakable microscopical evidence of malig- 
nancy, still very little doubt would be entertained as to ita true character. 
Fortunately however for the diagnosis a microscopical examination made 
by Dr. Lothrop fully confirms, and shows, the almost unequivocal evideobes 
of malignant degeneration. 

Dr. Lockwood also remarked that though he had failed in his treatment 
in this case, still he thought that malignant disease, in its early stage, could 
be controlled by proper medication : that there was an incipient stage not 
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ttsualiy Dotioed, when medicine was capable of Grooving the peculiar path, 
ological conditioD upon which malignant disease depends, and that its later 
progress may be more or less controlled by proper medication; while 
even in the last stages it aObrds as much hope as the operations of surgery. 
Surgeons were so much Accustomed to see immediate and positive results 
from their operations, that they naturally lose all faith and confidence in 
other and more gradual processes, and think medicine is useless, mainly 
because they have not patience to wait its slower action. Spoke of the ira- 
posbility of making early positive diagnosis, and the injurious effect of 
removing small undetermined morbid growths as cancerous, thus making 
impression upon the mind of the patient, equally injurious to his health and 
happiness, as disease of this nature would be, if actually present 

In suspected cases of malignant disease of the tesucie, uterus, and ovary, 
he recommended and depended largely upon iodine and its preparations, 
both locally and internally. In commencing the treatment, he usually, for 
a time, gave alterative doses of mercury, with rest and low diet ; after- 
wards persevered for a long time in the iodine treatment Cases of disease 
of the testicle, neck of uterus, and of the ovary, were related, showing 
the benefit of this plan of treatment, and illustrating his views of the nature 
of malignant disease. He referred to Drs. Ash well, Montgomery, and 
Goocb, as holding views similar to the ones he entertained. 

Dr, Miner presented the neck of a uterus he had that day removed for 
caolifiower excresence. The excresence was not large since it had recently 
been removed by ligature by a physician in New York City. The case 
bad been from the first under the medical care of one of the most expe- 
rienced and capable physicians of the city, and every proper means used to 
overcome the disease or stay its progress. It was presented to the Society 
for the purpose of showing the appearance of well marked disease of this 
nature, and also to show how, to all appearance, the disease has been com- 
pletely removed, the amputation being wholly above it, and in perfectly 
healthy tissue. 

Under the microscope are seen large, irregular, pale cells, multiform in 
shape with several nuclei, such as characterize epithelial growths. Of the 
ebaraeter of this disease, there has never been any doubt; it has not in 
the least disturbed the general health and has appeared to be wholly a local 
affection* 

To remove the excrescence simply, either by caustics or ligature, would 
in his estimation promise nothing; possibly the milder caustics in the early 
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stages might retard the growth, bat beyond this could be productive of no 
good; while the ligature of the excrescence when it had become large and 
filled the upper portion of vagina, leaving the surface from which it grew 
untouched, was dangerous, unscientific and unjustifiabla 

How much maj be expected from the amputation of the neck of the 
uterus wholly above the disease, he was unprepared to state, and if he was 
to give an opinion it would be a guarded one, though epithelial cancer 
removed from many locations did not oftentimes return — was the least 
liable to return of any form of maglignant disease.* 

Dr. Lockwood had claimed for the influence of medicine a great deal 
more than he thought it deserved ; indeed was willing to confess that he did 
not regard medicine of the least value in either curing malignant disease, in 
its early stages, or arresting its progress. Was aware that arsenic, mercury 
and iodine had been regarded as useful in some forms of malignant disease, 
but thouc:1jt their failure had been so uniform, and complete, as to leave no 
just grounds of cotfidence in their value. Though he would agree with 
him in the uncertainty of permanent relief from surgical interferance, he 
would yet unhesitatingly express the opinion* that cancer, though often 
interrupted in its growth, and progress, by natural and unknown causes* 
and hastened and developed by influences not understood, was still present 
in the system as cancer, and beyond the curative influence of medicine. 

Dr. Strong remarked that this was a subject upon which much might 
be said upon both sides. It was an important que&tion whether malignant 
disease could ever become benign. Had observed as Dr. Lockwood had, 
that Iodine was almost specific for the cure of enlarged and diseased testicle, 
though he could not say, that the cases cured by it, were actually malig- 
nant. Had often succeeded in removing conditions of these glands which 
appeared Uke, and were regarded by many as probably malignant Thought 
to argue that malignant disease was malignant always, might be pernicious, 
since it would dissuade all effort and thus consign to operation some cases 
which would recover under proper medication. It was well to persevere 
with remedies until all doubt is removed, or until medication had received 
fair trial 

Differed somewhat with Dr. Miner, and thought it an unsettled and im- 
portant question, whether this or any other form of malignant disease cannot 
at some stage be cured by medicine. The opinions of surgeons should be 

• The surface has beHled without accident of anj kind, and the patient is now, (seven weeks 
after operation,) to all appearance, perfeotlj fk-ee flrom disease. 
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tftkeo with many grains of allowance, concerning the efficiency of medicines; 
they Tely too much upon operative means, to judge fairly of medicine. 
Thought that disease similar to that presented by Dr. Lockwood should not 
he early consigned to the knife. 

Dr. Cronyn thought it generally admitted that malignant tumor was 
not always originally malignant. All forms of benign tumor may, under 
certain circumstances, become malignant ; this he supposed established. — 
Injury would set up inflammatory action, giving rise to a cyst which will 
eventuate in malignant disease. It is strictly local for a time, and medicine 
should now be tried. Injury of the breast gives rise to hardness, and the 
cautious surgeon removes it, and thus prevents the tumor from becoming 
malignant. 

Mentioned a case where ulceration had taken place, and he had advised 
to let it alone, but was surprised to learn that a distinguished surgeon had 
removed it; the patient died soon after. Spoke, also, of the hereditary 
character of cancer and related illustrative cases. 

Dr. Miner did not regard it settled that benign tumors degenerate into 
malignant ones, or that injury, blows, falls, (fee, were often or ever the 
cause of cancerous growths. Thought it much more probable that tumors 
which became clearly cancerous, were malignant from the beginning, and 
that the causes of cancer were quite separate and independent of blows or 
injuries. 

Dr, Peteri inquired if Dr. Cronyn thought a blow would produce 
cancer in a previously healthy person ? 

Dr, Cronyn was prepared to say, that injury has produced cancers in 
cases where there had been no previous suspicion of disease. 

Dr. Stronff thought blows often kindled inflammations which degenerate 
into Malignancy. Did not know how it could be doubted that injury to the 
breast or testicle would produce inflammation, which would often degenerate 
into malignant disease. 

Dr^ Rochester spoke of the difficulty and imposibility of distinguishing 
malignant disease of testicle from scrofulous degeneration, by microscopic or 
other examination. Did not know but the one presented by Dr. Lockwood 
was cancerous, but did not think microscopic esamination sufficient to 
decide its true malignancy. Had seen testicles aflectexi with scrofulous de- 
generation removed by operation, 8nd thought it a safer and better method 
than that of ulceration, which was sure to follow, and was slow, and 
uncertain in its termination, and liable to occasion protracted suffering. As 
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to the character of the disease io the specimen presented by Dr. Miner, 
thought there could be no doubt 

Dr. Rochester reported the prevalence of influenza with suffocative catarrh. 
Had been called in the night by patients alarmed on account of great 
difficulty of breathing, or a feeliog of suffocation. The attack on children 
had been, in some instances, preceded by convulsion, for which no other 
causes could be discovered ; there was no eruptive disease to account for 
convulsions. Drs. Lockwood, Samo and Strong reported the same, and 
also noticed some other diseases as more common than usual. 

Dr. Strong had seen several cases of the suffocative catarrh which had 
also ulcerative aphtha — that disease which irregular practitioners so com- 
monly call diphtheria. 

J. F. Miner, Secretary. 



CORRESPONDENCE. 



Editor Medical and Sarglcal Journal : 

Dear Sir: — ^It is with much regret that I feel obliged to intrude a sec- 
ond time upon the patience of your readers, but the style and tenor of 
Dr. Peters' article in your last issue in reply to what "Medicus" said in 
the November number, is so peculiar, that I cannot pass it over without a 
slight notice. 

Plato says that *^In writing we ought to hide ourselves, to disappear, to 
make the world forget us, that we may present nothing but the truths we 
wish to impress." I was forcibly reminded of this saying of Plato, when 
reading the Doctor's response to ** Medicus " on " Spontaneous Salivation." 
The intense desire to get before the public in some way induces many a 
young man to follow a course precisely contrary to that advised above. It 
is no unusual thing consequently, to find ourselves delving deep in chaff m 
a vain search for a kernel of wheat. ^Medicus " professes no taste for 
"trashy literature." but prefers plain common sense teaching in all things 
But in thought, word and style, "auM* quisque mos sumP Nor does 
•* Medicus" like that vain display of erudition, lavished without choice and 
without taste, nor that pomp of words which have no meaning. 

Now I think I have satisfactorily explained our differeoce of " literary ^ 
ideas, and will proceed. With the " Medical Staff of the Army as"a 
body," I have found no fault and introduced no slur. Perhaps Dr. Peters 
would like to enlist the whole Medical Army Staff in a body for the pur- 
pose of obliterating *« Medicus." I deny making a charge or casting a slur 
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upon them as a body, but individuallj. ''Medicus" knows whereof he 
speaka^ and farther knows cases to which bis memory cannot revert without 
a shudder. Some of them it is true were not witnessed, others were. At 
the risk of being tedious I will dare the patience of your readers and relate 
a case or two merely to show why I said what I did, and to prove to those 
who have not seen for themselves that my remarks were true, and that 
individaals for whom I intended them cannot escape obloquy should they 
foUow Dr. P/s example and invite the whole Medical Staff of tbe Army to 
their assistance. A sick officer from the 21st Regiment arrives at a hotel 
in Washington and promptly sends for the surgeon in charge of the dis- 
trict, who visits the patient, gives him a severe reprimand for leaving his 
regiment; attributes it to cowardice, thus adding insult to injury, and leaves 
to repeat his visit in two or three days, each time asserting that his illness 
was of slight importance. Afll^r a few days his friends became alarmed, 
and one ntore anxious and officious than the rest, warned his mother who 
was then with him, that unless better attended, her son would die, and so 
he did. His remains now repose in one of our beautiful cemeteries, and 
the day is not yet forgotten by many sad hearts when his body was borne 
through our streets and deposited in its final resting place. I shall never 
forget that surgeon for his heartlessness, nor forgive his neglect. 

A Captain engaged in that murderous assault upon the Heights of 
Fredericksburg, had the misfortune to be struck in the thigh by a ^^min- 
nie." He fell instantly, and rose as quickly to his feet, was assisted to the 
hospital, and the ball ta^en out by incision posteriorly. An amputation 
was decided upon. To this he demurred, sayin:;; that as he could stand 
and walk he knew the bone was not broken, and amputation unnecessary. 
Several surgeons examined and declared the bone shattered, for could they 
not feel with their fingers the sharp points? It was finally conceded to 
wait until a certain Surgeon, named by the Captain, could examine it, and 
if he coincided with them, he would yield and submit to an immediate 
amputation. He came, and in his examination had the satisfaction, after 
some exertion, to remove one of the splinters, and taking it to the light 
exdaimed, "By G— d, gentlemen, that man's thigh-bone is made of gutta- 
percha." Then examining his pants, it was found that the ball had struck 
the contents of his pocket, and carried the fragments of his gutta-percha 
comb into the wound, and it was these fragments that were mistaken for 
spicula of bone. I have seen the ball that did this mischief. The Cap- 
tain's theory was better than that of the surgeon. He said, *< if the bone 
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18 broken, how could I walk ?" They answered, '* if the bone is not bro- 
ken, whence these fragments V^ The limb was saved hv accident, and is 
now as good as ever. The Captain has his own self will, and not the half 
dozen surgeons in attendance to thank that he now has two legs to walk 
with. It was perhaps a natural mistake, but if the Surgeons possessed as 
much good common sense as the Captain, it never should have occurred. 

An assistant surgeon had his arm amputated in a hospita] in Washing- 
ton, and died in the night from hemorrhage. Was this not from ignorance 
or carelessness? \ 

Another soldier had his arm amputated just above the elbow. The 
surgeon dressed it, applying fiileen yards of bandage, covered with oiled 
silk, and tied below and at the shoulder so tight as to ligate it. He also 
died, I could go on enumerating cases, but will only allude to the case of 
Col. Newman, as related by Dr. Swinburn of Albany, and published in 
some of the journals and New York papers. I would like to sde the man 
that could read it and not feel indignant. For this class of Army Surgeons 
my remarks were intended ; and from this class it would seem that Dr. 
Peters would ** avert obloquy." I have never by word or thought •* slurred" 
the careful, competent surgeons of the army. I know quite well how 
to appreciate their services. They need no defence, for I have not 
placed them on trial. As for the incompetents, (and I am sorry to say 
they are but too numerous,) I shall never cease to condemn. Too many 
of their victims remain to mourn over their sufferings and their wrongs : 

" It may b€ for years ; it may be lorever." 

With these remarks I leave the Medical Army Staff to take a look at 
the Doctor's next paragraph. It is so long, contains so much, and proves 
so little, that I hardly know where to begin. The glibness and facility with 
which he disposes of the question at issue, can only be equalled by that of 
its invention and the mythical cases cited from a very convenient memory. 
He now pays his "cases" all occurred within a short time, in one camp, and 
all attended with derangement of the digestive organs. Now I think the 
Doctor should begin to see through the mist and understand his " cases,^ 
for he knows as well as I that the remedies used for the derangement of 
the digestive organs referred to, consisted of mercurials, saline aperients and 
aromatic sulphuric acid and opium. And from this treatment comes what? 
" Spontaneous salivation," of course. As he says he has consulted one of 
our oldest and most scientific physicians. I will also say for what it is 
worth, that some years ago I recollect being cautioned by an experienced 
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physician aod teacher, to be cautious in exhibiting calomel in connection 
with muriatic acid, for fear of salivation by the chemical change alluded 
to^ and made so light of, by Dr. Peters. Whether the Doctor's adviser 
would have been benefitted by my counsel in his cases or not is of little 
coDBeqaeoce; of one thing I am fully convinced, and that is, if he admin- 
i$tered mereuriali to his patients, and they became salivated, he would not 
have been at a loss how to acoeunt for it. If Dr. Peters has not yet discovered 
the danger of administering acids and mercury, he has much to learn before 
I should be willing to tru|ft myself to his care. And when he says with 
such apparent ecstacy to the profession: ** There's a discovery for you," he 
had better say for me, for I can assure him it has occupied minds far 
superior to ours. • 

I have not said that acetic aciJ alone would change the mild chloride to 
the bi-chloride, but that some acids do, there is little doubt. The modus 
operandi would be as difficult to explain to his satisfaction as why a " Chi- 
mera ruminates in a vacuum.'^ " No other paper has the news." This 
trifling expression is characteristic qf one who having been blind, begins to 
see. I spoke of the recklessness of soms army surgeons in the use of 
medicines and their manner of examination and prescribing. On this sub- 
ject the * Doctor is silent, and endeavors to demolish " Medicus " with .his 
wit; but facts will be stubborn things, and he will find that time and expe- 
rience will upset many a fine theory. 

The Doctor seems to think very lightly of my quotation from Braithwaite, 
which I thought sufficient to demonstrate the object in view. It will 
not do to dodge from the real question to that of how acetic add can 
change the chlorideSi It must be remembered that we have often to 
rely upon others more experienced than ourselves for the facts to establish 
a single point; hence reference to those who have preceded us becomes 
indispensable. For the purpose of enlightening the minds of such as find 
their patients salivated after giving small doses of hydrargyrum, and are 
unable to account for it, because they gave only small doses, I will quote 
some cases: 

" The use of six grs. of blue pill in divided doses, for three days, caused 
excessive salivation with great constitutional disturbance, offensive evacua- 
tions, copious sweating, bleeding from the nose, purple spots on the skin, 
dilated pupils, and such severe local disease that the teeth dropped out and 
the patient died in six days." — Lancet, vol. 1, p, 205. 



230 CORRE8P0NDBNCB. 

** Three grs. corrosive sublimate given in three doses caused violent sali- 
vation and death." — M. CoUon in Atek, Gen. de Med. xii, 84. 

*^ Five grs. of blue pill given for three nights caused fatal s^Uivation." 
London Med. Gazette, 1, *I*I5. 

''Two grs. calomel have caused ptyalism» extensive ulceration. of the 
throat, exfoliation of the lower jaw and death.'' — Trans. DubUn CoU. of 
Physicians t iv. 91. 

It is also known that three drachms of mercurial ointment have caused 
salivation and death. I would like to ask if soldiers ever use that article % 
Of course not, that Dr. Peters knows of, judging from his own statements. 
We expect of course these cases will be attributed to idiosyncrasies, which 
I am willing to grant. 

Now I would like to ask Dr. P. one question, which may be very clear 
to his comprehension, but not so to mine. It is this: What are the idi- 
osyncrasies I have quoted, and he has harped so much upon, caused by, if 
not by acids in the "^primoe viae!^ causing chemical changes ? Idiosyn- 
crasies must be caused by something, and what more likely, than that mild 
mercurials are changed by some acid in tne stomach, and hence the won- 
derful activity of the drug in the cases quoted ? Then again it may not 
be known to Dr. P. that American calomel is often adulterated with. corro- 
sive sublimate. But where two grains of calomel cause severe salivation, I 
would like to ask the Doctor what constitutes the idiosyncrasy ? What and 
where is it located ? Unless he can explain I fear his wit and arguments 
will have about as much effect upon the medical, as the tail of a comet 
would upon the material world. If you explain, **Posteritas sum hie res 
memor,^ If my statistics are wrong Dr. P. is alone to blame. The man- 
ner in which they are dodged is very amusing. 1 still think it strange 
that those six cases should occur in one month in the 21st, and not affect 
other regiments in the same proportion. When he said they occurred in 
the month of August, 1862, I knew that the story was apochryphal; 
and now they "certainly did occur, but it might be at some other time 
and place^'' Comment is unnecessary. 

How ingeniously dates are disposed of. In his first paper he says that 
his <*case6" occurred in the month of August, 1862. The facts stated in 
my former article in regard to the removal of the sick on the 9th of tha t 
month and the marching and fighting which followed left the whole state- 
ment in doubt; and if any further evidence were wanting, the manner in 
which he gets around it is really convincing. Hear him : « I do not know 
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as preciiae dates are important, but as they have been alluded to, I will saj 
that all these cases occurred \u one camp, and previous to the 9th of 
August, 1862, some may have been seen in the latter part ofi July." 
First, it all happened in the month of August Now he says it might be 
in July, and at some other camp, and certainly before August 9th. Why ? 
Because when his cases were invented from a few casrs of mercurial saliva- 
tion he did not know that any one would question his correctness and his 
" literature " would pass unnoticed. According to his last statements his 
cases must have occurred at camp *^ Rufus King," which I have the best of 
^ reasons to doubt Next, <<Je ne sais oa le prendre." As to the ''most 
effectual " gargle used, to wit, brandy and water, I deny that any brandy 
was used for any such purpose, and I know I am right when I assert that 
all used was to gargle well men's throats, and went to that <* bourne" from 
whence good spirits '' never return." I did not say that the disease was 
confined to " pregnant women and teething children." But that in men it 
was rare. As to the literature of the subject, I take no exceptions to his 
quotations, they are quite familiar to me. It is his own wonderful 
discoveries, cases, dates, and localities that I have intended to notice. It 
certainly was unfortunate that he gave dates so precisely in his first com- 
munication, and well perhaps that he was indefinite in his last statement 
as to time and place, for <' Medicus" might have been there to see. I will 
cheerfully lend him my pen, if, "with the feather end dipt in acid," or any 
thing else he can obliterate his mistake. I have no doubt the surest 
method of obliterating it from the Doctor's memory, would be found in 
the free use of the ** most efectualf^ certainly it is too palpable to be hid 
in the dense <* doud " of smoke attempted in his last communication. . 
With this subjeet I have done. 

Truly yours, Mbdicub, 
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ON A NEW METHOD OF PERFORMING IRIDECTOMY. 

BT JULIUS HOMBSBOBR, M. D., 
Editor of the American Jonmal of Ophtiulmologj. 

A great difficulty in performing iridectomy for the {purpose of diminish- 
ing intra-ocular pressure, consists in the removal of the iris te Us ciliary 
insertion. Another necessity, which is also not easily accomplished in 
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many cases, is the excision of a large piece of the iris. As it is oeeessary 
to go far beyond the margrin of a dilated pupil with a lanceolar knife, in 
order to get a large corneal wound, the danger arises of injuring the ]ens^ 
which is considerably pressed forward in glaucoma. Again, the instances 
are not rare where even experienced assistants fail to cut off the iris to the 
edge, and thus cause a negative result ot the operation. 

It is not my intention to analyse or to criticise the different modifications 
which have been invented by Von Graefe, Arlt» Frobeiius, Bowman, and 
others, with a view to do away with these difiSculties. No practical eye- 
surgeon will deny that, in spite of all modern propositions, the execution 
of iridectotomy is still attended by the above named inconveniences. — 
Therefore, though the method which 1 am going to describe has not yet 
stood the test of numerous experiments on living subjects, I do not hesi- 
tate to recommend it to the readers of this Journal for further trial, confid- 
ing in the easiness of its performance and the certain results which it seems 
to promise. 

With a cataract knife, the point of which, directed towards the centre of 
he globe, is pushed into the sclerotic at a distance of half a line from the 
margin of the cornea, a linear opening is made, which, by mere pushing 
forwards of the knife, is lengthened in a radial direction, until the cut 
reaches three-quarters of a line beyond the edge of the cornea. During 
the performance of this cut the back of the knife does not for one momeos 
leave its direction towards the centre of the eyeball. The knife is then 
gradually withdrawn, so that the aqueous humor is slowly evacuated. By 
this first act of the operation the anterior chamber is opened, and the iris 
fissured, from its ciliary insertion, up to a point about half a line distant 
from its periphery. 

The second act of the operation consists in the introduction into the 
wound of one branch of a fine, but strong pair of scissor?, slightly curved 
laterally. The point of one branch of the scissors is introduced along the 
posterior surface of the cornea into the anterior chamber, and its cutting 
edge laid into the angle formed by the junction of the iris and cornea. — 
By one or two movements of the scissors, a wound is produced correspond- 
ing with the size of the piece of the iris which is intended to be removed. 
It will be necessary, in order to introduce the scisaors far enough, to enter 
first but a little way into the wound made by the knife, and to enlarge it 
by a small, almost rectangular incision. 
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Id the third act, a common iris-foroeps is introdaced into the anterior 
chamber, but not in a diagonal direction, as usual. With its points the 
operator takes hold of that part of the iris next to the angle of the wound, 
and, by a slight traction (in the direction of a tangent touching the margin 
of the oomea in the wound,) he tears the already fissured iris up to the 
pupillar margin, and then, by continued pulling, he severs it from its ciliary 
insertion. As soon as the iris is torn off up to the opposite angle of the 
corneal wound, the operator himself, or an assistant, removes the separated 
segment of the iris, with either knife or scissors. 

The advantages of this method I wish to condense in the following 
points, and would be glad if by my proposition of a more convenient way 
of performing iridectomy I had contributed a mite to the universal dilFu- 
sion of this important operation. 

1. — The opening in the anterior chamber is made in such a way that 
the instruments do not in any way c«^me in contact with the pupillary 
r^on, and there is therefore no danger of injuring the lens. 

2. — ^The inner edge of the corneal wound is made with much more cer- 
tainty in the junction of iris and cornea than with either knife or lance. 

3. — ^The tearing of the iris from its insertion loses by the previously 
made fissure of that membrane the danger of an accidental dialysis, while 
it insures a peripheral pupil with more certainty than if the iris is cut off 
after having been dragged out in the manner hitherto practiced. 

4. — ^The cutting off of the iris may be performed by assistants of little 
experience, because, even 'f not well executed, it does not, as in the usual 
methods* make it dangerous or even impossible to resume hold of the iris. 

Finally, I may be permitted to remark that I do not consider the divis- 
ion of some fibres of the ciliary muscle (Hancock) of groat therapeutical 
importance, bit th^t I think, that the angular opening, which allows a 
part, at least, of the aqueous humor to escape for some time, is very favor 
able to a gradual diminution of intra-ocular pressure. The importance of 
a compressive bandage during the after>treatment> may, by this circum- 
stance, be considerably lessened, or even totally annulled, — New York 
Mtdieal Times. 



SuRocoN Gbnkral, — The Star says: <<The President has ordered a 
court martial for the trial of Surgeon -General Hammond, under charges 
of fraud and malpractices, brought by the commission, that not long since 
examined into the affairs of his office. 
VOL. 3, Ko. 6 — 23. 
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It is publicly knowo, that a nurn))er of persons claiming to represent the 
science and philanthrophj of the country, have been exerting themselves here 
as a committee to produce a free judgment of the authorities against the 
integrity of the action of the commission instituting. 

The charge for, as well as against the characters of its indii^idual members^ 
we may not improperly add, that Profs. Agassiz and Hierce, whose names 
are found among the alleged signers of the paper or address, have already 
taken occasion to repudiate it, upon the grounds that they never designed 
that their names should be used in any such manner, or for any such pur- 
pose as those of which the manager or managers of the effort to prevent due 
investigation of the Surgeon-General's official conduct have undertaken to 
use them." 

The English of the above paragraph is not very manifest; but if it means 
anything, shows intense partizan strife, and confirms us in the opinion, that 
the Surgeon-General is being used, by several parties, very meanly. 



UNITED STATES SANITARY COMMISSION, 
To Bis JExceUency the Fresideiit of the United States: 

Sir : — ^The United States Sanitary Commission authorized by the gov- 
ernment to act as a Commission of Inquiry and Advice in respect to the 
Sanitary interests of the National Forces, have been for more than two 
years and a half close and careful students of the medical and hygienic 
affiiirs of the army. They ought to be, they are thought by the people of 
the United States to be, they claim to be, better acquainted with the work- 
ing of the Medical Department, whose deficiencies, mistakes, and necessities, 
it is their solemn duty to discover and obviate, than any other responsible 
body of witnesses. Trusting in their discretion, zeal, and works, the people 
of the loyal States have made them their almoners, to the extent of seven 
millions of dollars worth of Sanitary Stores, and a million of dollars in 
money. The disbursement of this immense charity has brought our agents 
into dose and continual contact with the Medical Department, to whose 
steady and rapid improvement from the imperfect state in which we found 
it, to its present degree of surprising and gratifying efficiency, we are able 
to lend a most indisputable testimony. We attribute this immense im- 
provement to the fact that for two years the Medical Department haa been 
directed by Dr. W. A. Hammond, Surgeon-General; a man known to all 
impartial i^nd competent judges, as thoroughly scientific, highly endowed. 
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large-minded, and an energetic and controlliog administrator. He was 
selected for his office solely for fitness, and in our calm and deliberate judg- 
ment, his administration has more than justified all the high hopes and 
expectations of those who recommended him for the place. 

We hear from sources that do not permit us to doubt the fact, that cau- 
tious but systematic efforts are now making to remove Surgeon- Oeneral 
Hammond from office. In the name of some millions of constituents, in 
the name of the homes of this country, whose solicitude, liberality, and 
watchfulness, we represent, we respectfully and conscientiously protest 
ugainst the secret tribunal, and the indirect methods, by which the good 
fame of the Surgeon-General has been already seriously, and we believe 
unjustly, aspersed. We protest, in our character of experts, a body whose 
business it has been made, to inquire and advise on this very subject, that 
the removal of Dr. Hammond would be as serious a blow, at the lives, 
comfort, and efficiency of the army, as the enemy itself could inflict; that 
the science of the country, the humanity of its homes, and the army itself, 
would resent it, as a cruel wrong and an alarming error; and we feel our- 
selves bound, in the interests of the Soldiers in the field, and of those about 
to enter the service of the country, in the defence of our own principles 
and convictions, and in the name of the science, the charity, and the fair- 
mindodness of the Nation, to beg that no further stepi in this direction 
may be taken, without a full and fair trial of Surgeon-Geueral Hammond 
upon the charges allo^^d to have b^en secretly made against him. 

December 29, 1863. 

H. W. Bellows, Wolcott Gibdb, 

Wm. H. Van Burkn, Geo. T. Strong, 

C. R. AONEW, 

Standing Committee U. S. Sanitary Commission. 
—[New York Medical Times, 



Bbrkbbirx Medical College Commencement.— The Berkshire Medical 
Institution had its annual commeucemeut in November. The Diplomas were 
awarded to the graduates by the venerable President, Dr. H. H. Childs, and 
delivered by-the Dean, Prof. Greene. We give the names, residences, and 
nibjeets of these: — 
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Kirk H. Bancroft, Lowel], Pneumonia; Maurice K. Bennett, Burlington, 
Ct., Gonorrhoea; Charles F. Couch, Pittsfield, Etiology; A. P, Folsoro, 
Oldtown, Me, Exercise; Wm, H. Graves, New Mulford, Ct, Death; Wna. 
H. Graj Acton, Scorbutus; E. W. Loveland, South Hartford, N. Y., 
Importance of a correct Diagnosis; J. F. Niver, Cedar Hill, N. Y., Fractures; 
C. A. Osborne, Oneida Lake, N. Y., Puerperal Fever; Ralph Sherwood, 
Fairfield, Yt^ Intra-Capsular Fracture Cervix Femoris; David Stephens, 
Addison, N. Yh Shock; R. S. Turner, Morristown, N. Y., the Human Skin; 
Frank Whitman, Bernardston, Coxalgia; J. J. Woodbury, North Dana» 
Dyspepsia; J. K. Draper, U. S. A., Quinia; B. H. Gaskill, Pancoastborough, 
Ohio, Physiology of Circulation. 

Dr. Childs addressed the class with much feeling, complimenting them 
upon the high rank that they had taken as professional scholars, and invoked 
the Divine blessing upon their future course. The Honorary Degree of 
M. D. was conferred upon Drs. M. A. Patterson of Michigan, and Jonathan 
Brown of Massachusetts. The commencement address was given by Dr. 
Pliny Earle, Professor of Materia Medica, Hygiene and Psychological Medi- 
cine. The address was upon the importance of teaching the latter branch of 
his professorship in American Medical Schools, where it seems to have been 
strangely n^lected — the Berkshire College having been the first, and thus 
far the only institution to establish a chair for instruction in this, which 
Pro£ Earle justly styled the noblest branch of medical science — that which 
treats of diseases of the mind. 



Phyneiaru? Hand'Book of FTocliot for 1864, 6<7 William Elmer, M. D. New York: 
W. A. TowNSXND, PubiiBher, 89 Walker Street, 

The following is the Table of Contents : Preface— Classification of Diseases— Fevers 
— ^Eruptive Fevers — Constitutional Diseases — Diseases of Blood and Blood-Vessels— 
of Brain, Spinal Cord and Kerres— Diseases of Respiratory Organs — of Circulailng 
Organs — Digestive and Absorbent Systems — of Internal Organs of Secretion — Cuta- 
neous Diseases — Diseases of the Re-productive Organs — Midwifery and the Diseases 
of Women— Ready Method in Asphyxia — Poisons and their Antidotes — Diagnostic 
Examination of the Urine — The Pulse, Table of, kc. — List of Incompatibles — Medi- 
cinal Weights and Measures — Abreviations of Medicinal Properties of Remedies — 
Materia Medica — Index of Common Names of Remedical Agents— ^Extemporaneous 
Prescriptions: Remarks and Examples— Explanation of Signs, &c., to be used in the 
Record — Names and Addresses — ^fiills and Accounts — Record of Practice and 
Treatment — Obstetric Calendar — Obstetric Record — Wants and general Memoranda 
— List of Nurses. 

This is the most complete ** Hand-Book of Practice,'^ published. In all its 
arrangements it is unexceptionable. It is remarkable how much is crowded into a 
Pocket Memorandum Book, which is almost indispensable to the physician. They 
ar« for sale in Buffalo by Brkrd, Butlsr & Co. 
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GODEY'S LADY'S BOOK FOR 1864. 

We are in receipt of the January number of this popular Magazine and obserye 
that for 1864, great improvements are proposed by the publishers. For the last 
fhirty-four years this Magazine has been one of the most popular literary publica- 
Uoni Df the country. The illustrations, fashion-plates, and engrarings, are always 
in the highest style of the art, while the communications are by the most eminent 
and popdar anthors. The terms are as usual, $3 per year ; Two copies, $5 ; Three 
copies, $6 ; Four copies, |7. Club Terms still more favorable ; for details of which, 
notice January number. 



New York Acadbmt of Medicine. — ^The aDDual oration before the 
Academy of Medicine was delivered on Thursday evening, December 10th, 
at the hall of the University College, by Prof. John W. Draper. The 
subject, was the Influence of History upon the Medical Profession, and it 
was treated by the distinguished orator with the most consummate ability. 
His studies of history enabled him to illustrate his subject with many exquisite 
sketches, and enrich it with many philosophical deductions. The audience 
was large and select, and received the address with great favor. — Medical 
Times. 



EDITORIAL DEPAETMENT. 



REVIEWS. 
Transactions of the Medical Society of the State of New York, 1863, 

It was late before we received this volume, and notice of it has been 
necessarily postponed until it is now almost time for the meeting of 1864. 
The State Medical Society is in reality an organization for the promotion 
and diffusion of medical knowledge, and the value of its transactions has 
been yearly increasing until the yearly volume has become one of great 
practical importance to the profession of the State, to which it is distrib- 
uted gratuitously through the County Societies and by other media. 

We are informed that the delectation from Erie County Medical Society 
is never full; this we are sorry to learn, for if the County Society is of any 
value whatever, it consists in forming connection with the Medical Society 
of the State; if it fails in performing this function it fails of everything 
nwful, and should not be even tolerated, if it has not vitality and vigor 
enough to do at least one thing valuable. It had two delegates in 1859, 
and one in 1863. This is the only representation in several years. The 
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BufiGEilo Medical College, entitled to one delegate, has been represented onlj 
two years in the past cleveo, showing about the same inattention to the 
meetings of the State Society, as that manifested by the Medical Society of 
the County. We feel a liltle moriified that so great indifference and neg- 
lect should be manifest in Erie County, to the claims and value of the 
Medical Society of the State, and have called attention to it in this connec- 
Ition with the view to its remedy.^ 

Returning from our digression, we are to speak of the Transactions of 
the State Medical Society, and if time and space permitted we should like 
to give a brief review of each paper presented, of which the volume is 
composed, but this is uncalled for, since the volume is already in the hands 
of so many of our readers. 

The Annual Address, by Thomas Hune, is the first article, and is "An 
inquiry into the degree and kind of influence which the progress of med- 
ical science during the present century, has exerted over medical art^ It i* 
a paper of great interest, expressing the most enlightened views upon the 
objects and limits of the art of medicine. It has been published in pamph- 
let form and is an article we earnestly recommend to the careful attention 
of physicians. 

Begimental Surgeons of the State of New York in the War of the 
Rebellion 1861-3, by Sylvester D. Willard, M. D., of Albany, is another 
paper which was presented, and is embraced in the volume of the Transac- 
tions. The profession of New York are under lasting obligations to Dr. 
Willard for his efforts to preserve the names of the physicians who have 
been engaged in the army from the State. He invites co-operation and 
proposes to continue the record and make the report full, and correct — 
This paper is also in pamphlet form, and is interesting and valuable, consti- 
tuting a condensed record. 

Interesting and remarkable cases with suitable comments by their report- 
ers, introduced mainly in illustration of general principles constitute a con- 
siderable portion of the book, which is put up in ''State paper'' style, but is 
however creditable for such a document The Society and the contribut- 
ors are greatly indebted to the Secretary, Dr. S. D. Willard, for the labor 
which has been bestowed by him in the preparation of the volume, and 
though errors and defects are to be noticed, it is yet remarkable under the 
circumstances of publication, how correct and satisfactory the volume s 
made to appear. 

• Slneii writing the above, we have been assured that it is a mi stake, and that the Seeretarr of 
the State Society has reported £ne County not represented when delegates were prvneat and tbdr 
luuBsea properly recorded. 
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IVanaacUana of iKe Ohio State Medical Society/. 

We are in receipt of the Transactions of the Ohio State Medical Society 
through the favor of the Secretary, Edward 6. Stevens of Cincinnati, to 
whoee efforts the Society are largely indebted for its prosperity, and espe- 
daily for the value of the yearly volume of Transactions, 

The first article consists of a detailed report of the proceedings, the most 
remarkable part of which are the resolutions^ or report adopted concerning 
the ezdosion of calomel and antimony from the supply table of the army. 
We cannot copy or review, and will pass them over, saying only that they 
are "decidedly steep.^^ 

The second artide is the retiring President's Address upon ** The culti- 
vation, advancement and elevation of our profession, by J. W. Russell 
M. Da, of Mt. Vernon. It embodies the usual means recommended for 
advancing the standard of medical education, and is a plain, practical, com- 
mon sense address, passing through its different stages, for the most part 
qaite smoothly, but still having some "steep passages^' upon exciting 
objects. 

The third article is upon Electricity in Midwifery, by D. S. Gans, M. D., 
of Cincinnati. Electricity is recommended for ^ Deficient Labor Pain and 
Uterine Hsemorrhage," and for ^'Asphyxia of the New-born." The man- 
ner of application is carefully explained. 

We then have Report of Committee on New Remedies and on Medical 
Societies. These are followed by report of cases : "• Mollites Ossium, arrest 
and cure by the use of Phosphate of Lime and Phosphoric Acid," by N. 
Dalton, M. D., of Logan. 

''Remarks upon certain Adipose Tumors," by Alexander McCride,M. D. 
of Berea, with a list of the members, constitutes the remainder of tbe 
volume. 

The papers, are many of them, worthy more extended notice, but we 
have not space to devote to them, and must close by saying that as a 
wholes the Report of the TransHCtions is very creditable to the Society. 



BOOKS RECEIVED. 
Oitdinee of the Chief Camp Diseases of the United States Armies, as 
observed during the present War — a Practical Contribution to Military 
Medicine — Br Joseph Janvier Woodward, M. D., Assistant Surgeon 
U, S. A.; Member of the Academy of Natural SAences of Philadelphia; 
of the Pathological Society of Philadelphia, etc, etc, Philadelphia: 
J. B. LippiNCOTT & Co., 1863. 
For sale by Bbbsd, Butler & Co. 
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A Manual on Bxtracting Teeth; founded on the Anatomy of the parte 
involved in the operation; the kinds and proper construction of Uie 
instruments to he used; the accidents liable to occur from the operation^ 
and the proper remedies to retrieve such accidents, Bt Abraham Rob- 
1BBT80N, D. D. S^ M. D., author of Prize Essay on Extracting Teeth, 
etc. Philadelphia: Lindsay & Blakiston, 1863. 
For sale in Bufialo bj Brebd, Butler & Co.. Price 81.50. 



ANNUAL MEETING OF THE ERIE COCTNTY MEDICAL SOOIETr. 

This Society held its AddurI Meeting at the rooms of the Buffalo Medical 
Association Tuesday, January 12th, 1864. The election was held, which 
resulted as follows: 

President, - - - - Dr. C. C. Wyckoff. 
Vice-President, - - - Dr. Geo. Abbott. 
Secretary, - - . - Dr. Leon F. Harvey. 
Treasurer, - - - Dr. William Ring. 
Librarian, - - - - Dr. J. C. Samo. 
Primary Board.— Dr. C. S. Dayton, Dr. S. W. Wetmore, Dr. P. P, 
E. Tobie. 

Censors. — Dr. T, M. Johnson: Amt'>Tny, Physiology, and Surgery. 
Dr. M. H. Shaw : Practical Medicine and Obstetrics. Dr. J. R. Lothrop : 
Chemistry and Pharmacy. Dr. 0. K. Parker: Materia Medica and Botany. 
Dr. J. £. Peters: Medical Jurisprudence and Pathology. 

It was resolved by the Society that notices be served upon all not mem- 
bers in the County, to become members of this Society, and if failing to do 
so, they be treated according to the reading of the By-Laws of the Society. 
Dr. J. A. Peters read an able paper, the subject of which was Quinine. 
He was given a vote of thanks, and a copy was requested for publication 
in the Buffalo Medical and Surgical Journal. Dr. Winne stated to the 
Society that the case of Dr. Bartlett, which was decided against the Society 
in the Supreme Court, had been carried to tlie Court of Appeals, and a 
decision would be rendered in February, probably favorable to the Society. 
Drs. George Ayer and H. B. Horton were admitted as members. 

Leon F. Harvey, Secretary. 
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ART. L — NoHee of Dysentery, as it occurred in some parts of Central 
Ohio, By Akdrxw J. Scott, M. D., LoudonvUle, Ohio. 

Doring the early part of the past summer, we had more than an ordi- 
nary somber of cases of intermittent and remittent fever, all presenting 
much of biliary derangement, and frequently accompanied by an extremely 
irritable condition of the stomach and bowels. These continued to prevail 
tiD about the first of July, and then gradually gave way, being soon 
r^Iaoed by an occasional case of dysentery, which disease by the first of 
Angopt had become a r^lar epidemic. At first prevailing very gerer- 
ally in tbis and a few neighboring towns, selecting for its victims those of 
delicate health, particularly children and old people, gradually extending 
into the surrounding country, growing more malignant in character, attack- 
ing in turn and indiscriminately all ages, committing its ravages alike 
on those living in opulence and in the humble sphere in life, till about 
the middle of September, having reached its culminating point it b^;an to 
be more sporadic in character and milder in form, disappearing in the 
kMsalities where it first appeared, till at last the approach of winter for the 
present and we fain would hope permanently exempt us from so unwel- 
come a visitor; one that will long be remembered on account of the vacan- 
cies it has caused in many a home circle. 

Following as it did malarious disease, periodic in character, it was but 
natural to infer that it also partook of that character, deriving its origin and 
existence from the same source, and amenable to the same remedies; but a 
careful observation of the disease in all its different phases convinced me 
that it had no connection whatever with malarious poison or m^Uripus dis- 
VOL. 3 ,K0. 7. — 29. 
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ease* unless we aUribute all disease to that indescribable something entitled 
malaria. Instead of being benefited bj remedies calculated to arrart 
ordinary malarious disease, it was aggravated thereby. The symptoms 
were, as I suppose is the case in all such epidemics, various in character, pre- 
senting all the range of peculiarities that we see in the constitutions of 
patients, and characterized by extreme thirst, a red tongue, nausea, pain in 
the abdomen, straining at stool, tenesmus and frequent discharges of blood 
and mucus; but was not accompanied by that amount of fever and gen- 
eral indications of inflammatory action that is spoken of by authors, being 
fairly entitled to be called typhoid in its character, so much so indeed that 
to meet with a case requiring depleting measures was a rare exception from 
the ordinary cases; an exception indeed, that did not fall under my personal 
observation, though I heard of a few falling under the observation of n^gh- 
boring practitioners. The various modes of treatment as laid down by 
Watson, Wood and other eminent physicians, were in turn resorted to in 
my cases, except bleeding, an omission which I have now no reason to 
regret, and should feel fully as well satisfied had the next powerful deple- 
tant, namely, emetics, been left out in the same category, as in the few 
instances in which I employed them, they did not appear to be of any 
benefit, and decidedly prostrated my patients, sacrificing the strength, which 
in the future of the disease they so much needed. 

One of my neighbors informed me he cured all his patients by adminis- 
tering at the outset a full dose, say 3vi. bitart. potass; another that he 
cured all bis, by administering opium and tannin in combination, opii gr. i, 
tannin gr, iii, every four to six hours; but it was not my fortune to be so 
successful, though I used these remedies, as well as almost every other 
mentioned by our standard authors for the treatment of this disease. 

The indications, as I conceived in this epidemic, were, to relieve the pain 
and sufifering of the patient, promote the flow of bile, of which there was 
nearly always not only a deficiency, but an entire absence, arrest the intes- 
tinal disease and support the strength. For this purpose I found that 
opium in some form, calomel, castor oil and brandy, together with 
cataplasms, warm fomentations, enema, mucilage, and a milk diet, were 
the best means in my hands; and nothing outside of these remedies 
appeared to possess much real value, except sub. nit bismuth, which I 
have not noticed as a standard remedy in this disease, but which proved 
exceedingly useful in many cases, allaying irritability of the stomach, 
and acting as a sedative, afibrding relief not given by any other iQed- 
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idne. The time required for a given case varied, as might be expected, 
in proportion to the constitution of the patient and the severity of the 
attack, ranging from a few days to as many weeks ; bat generally yield- 
ing within ten days to the proper remedies, or about that time assum- 
ing grave features and rapidly running its course, to be terminated in 
death. Many of the cases were mild, and evidently nature possessed the 
power to throw off the disease; in such cases but little treatment was 
neoesaary further than to regulate the diet and enjoin quiet on the patient; 
this rendered the table of mortality more creditable to the physician. 
Bat many of the cases were of the most grave character, the following of 
which selected from over a hundred which came under my personal 
observation, will serve to give the reader some idea of the character of this 
epidemic 

August 27th, was called to see M. R., an intelligent little girl of ^re 
years, and learned she had been suffering from a severe attack of dysentery 
for the last four days, and was then having frequent discharges of bloody 
mucus^ with severe pain, a feeble circulation, thirst and much nervous irri- 
tability. She had been under treatment Ordered opii gr. ss, with 
calomel gr. i, every four hours, alternated with enema, composed of 
mutton 8uet*water and five drops of laudanum, mustard cataplasms and warm 
fomentations. 

August 28tL Patient much as when last seen; pulse 140 per minute; 
had not taken any nourishment; continued treatment, increasing the quan- 
tity of laudanum, the anodyne being well borne; and ordered a full dose 
of castor oil and turpentine at bed time ; mutton tea and milk punch to 
be given to support the strength. 

August 29th. The oil had produced free catharsis, changing for a short 
time the character of the stools, though scarcely ameliorating the unpleas- 
ant symptoms, and but little nourishment had been taken. Ordered opii 
and calomel gr. ss each, every four hours, with anodyne and astringent 
.enema, Warm bath and nourishment as before. 

August 30tL No change to notci only patient growing weaker; found 
it had been necessary to increase the quantity of anodyne in enenui; that 
being the only means of sefcuring any rest for patient. Withdrew the 
mercurial and continued other treatment, urging the free use of milk 
panch. 

August 31st. Patient evidently sinking, extremities cool, pain extreme^ 
■ad only relieved by anodyne enema; stools more natural; appearance of 
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bile, bat litUe blood, thoagh very frequent, as often as four in an honr. 
Ordered anodynes as before, oceasional large enema of warm water and 
milk to relieve the tormina and enema containing laudanum when necessarj 
to secure rest; milk punch and other suitable nourishment. 

September 1st. Patient sunk down and died early in the day. 

In this case there was but little febrile excitement, the surfisce being 
rather cool, and the capillary circulation deficient From the first time I 
saw this case it gradually failed; each succeeding visit finding it worse 
no medidne really proving of any service except anodjfnss, which in a 
measure relieved the distress they could not cure. 

Case 2<i-^Augu8t 27th. Called to see Dr. , aged 64, (wh# had 

been the physician first called to the former case which resulted so unh^- 
pily in my hands.) He was suffering from an attack of dysentery whieh 
had caused him some distress for a day or two^ but had attacked him with 
alarming violence the previous night. This case was one of more than 
ordinary severity, and in addition to the symptoms common in such cases, 
was accompanied by the most irritable condition of the stomach imagma- 
ble. Ordered calomel gr. zx, to be followed by a full dose of castor oil, 
mustard cataplasms, warm fomentations, etc 

August 28th. Patient much as when last seen, though the medicine 
had operated freely as an emetic and cathartic, carrying off a large quan- 
tity of bilious matter. Pulse 100 per minute and quite feeble; other 
symptoms as when last seen. AH food had been rejected almost immedi- 
ately on taking. Ordered opium gr. iii, alternated with [sub nit bismuth 
gr. iv, and allowed gum water and toast water for drink; warm foment- 
ations continued. 

August 29th. No change to note. Continued treatment 

August 80th. Much as when last seen. Continued treatment 

August 8l8t No change. Continued treatment, with the addition of 
gr. ii calomel, every six hours. 

September 1st Ordered a full dose of castor oil and applied a large 
blister over the stomach and bowels, to be followed by former treatment 

September 2d. Stomach less irritable; other symptoms much as when 
last noted. Continued the opium and bismuth, and ordered all the milk 
punch the stomach would tolerate. 

September 8d, 4th, 5th, 6th and 7th. No change to note from the 2d. 
Continued the treatment moving the bowels in the mean time with 
oaator oil. 
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Bq>t0mber 8th. Discharges lees frequent, tongoe slightly moist, had 
rested hetter during the sight; stomach had retained more food. Contin- 
ued opium and bismuth with an increased quantity of stimulant and nour- 
ishment in the shape of milk punch, hot sling, toast, etc. 

September 9th. Patient improving; discharges growing less frequent, 
with but little blood; pulse feeble, requiring stimulaat freely. Ordered 
sufficient anodyne to secure rest 

September lOtL Patient still improving slowly, and went on to a 
£iTorable convalescence, being able to resume his professional lalbon in a 
measure by the 25th of the raontL 

Case 3(/— September 16th. Visited Mrs. F , aged 60 years. Pulse 

feeUsb and only 50 in a minute; surface cold, tongue dry; stomach irrita- 
Ue^ dischaiges frequent and abundant^ consisting of coffee-ground colored 
substaoce^ mingled with blood; pain and nausea. Ordered calomel gr. ii, 
opium gr. i, every five hours, with subnit. bismuth gr. iii,at equal distanee, 
with mustard cataplasms, warm fomentations and stimulants. 

September 16th. But little change. Continued treatment, diminishing 
the quantity of opium to gr. one-fourth, the pain being less; and ordered 
astringent enema. 
September l7th. No change worthy of note. Ordered castor oil. 
September 18th. The oil had for a while changed the appearance of 
the stools, but they had again assumed the former character, oocuniog 
OBoe in two houns; patient free from pain, though evidently prostrating; 
puke only 48 per minute. Ordered acetate lead gr. ii, every four hours 
with astringent enema and stimulants, 

September 29th. Patient evidently sinking; stools as frequent as 
before; added kino, and continued other treatment, endeavoring to arouse 
the capillary circulation by friction with dry flannel and washing with nitro-* 
muriatic acid* 
September 20th. Much as when last seen, Continued treatment, 
September 21st. Patient died. 

In this case it may be proper to remark that this attack had supervened 
upon a former one about three weeks previous, from which she had recovered 
readily. After the first day she suffered but little pain or thirst; stomach 
tolerated medicine, ordinarily well; pulse never raised above 50 in a 
minute. Neither mercurials nor astringents had any effect Opium 
produced stupor, consequently was but sparin^y administered, stimulants 
alone appearing of any benefit, and by their free use unquestionably pro- 
longing life. 
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Ca»t 4th — Sept 4tfa. Was called to Bee J. D , a healthy boy of 7 

yeans ^^o luul the previous night an attack, and was then presenting 
all the symptoms of a well marked case of dysentery. Ordered calomel 
gr. yiii, to be followed with costor oil. 

Sept 5th. Patient much improved, stools nearly natural. Ordered 
Dover's powder gr. iii, every six hours. 

Sept 6th. Dismissed patient, supposing him well. 

Sept 9th. Was called again to see him, he being reported, having a 
relapse; found dischai^es frequent, with all the dysenteric symptoms mani- 
fested in the most aggravated form. Ordered calomel gr. viii, to be followed 
by castor oil. 

Sept 10th. Medicine had operated, but produced no change. Ordered 
calomel gr. ss, opium gr. ss, every four hours, alternated with xv. drops of 
a combination of Tr. digitalis and spirits nitre^ and warm fomentations. 

Sept 10th, 11th and 12th, No change to note. Continued treatment, 
with the occasional addition of a few drops of laudanum. 

Sept 13th. Ordered a full dose of castor oil, to be followed after oper- 
ating by former treatment 

Sept 14th, 15th, 16th and l7tL But little change. Continued treat- 
ment. 

Sept 18th. Ordered castor oil, to be followed by ten drops of lauda- 
num every five hours. 

Sept 19th, 20th and 21st Used the laudanum, only giving small 
quantities of port wine. 

Sept 22d. Ordered calomel and oil, to be followed by laudanum with 
a small quantity of port wine. 

Sept 28d. Stools bilious, slighUy streaked with blood, less frequent 
the patient having rested for several hours the past night Gave only lau- 
danum and wine. 

Sept 24tht 25th and 26th. Patient improving slowly* Continued 
laudanum and wine with milk diet 

From this time on there were no dysenteric discharges, though he still 
had some fever and a very irritable condition of the bowels, which per- 
sisted until about the 5th of October, which was eventually controlled by 
the internal administration of nit silver. 

In conclusion it may be proper to add that the disease was contagous in 
character, though not affecting all who came in contact with it; seldom did 
it enter a family without making more or less impression on most, if not 
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aU ito members. While it is a disease that in most cases will yield 
kindly to treatment, in many cases it appears from the beginning to be of 
a singularly grave character, bidding absolute defiance to all efforts to even 
alleviate suffering, on account perhaps of the malignancy of the attack, or 
tome peculiar condition of the system, owing to which, medicines are, either 
not absorbed at all, or are perverted from their natural influence. Conse- 
qnently we not unfrequently saw astringents fail to act as such^ mercurials 
to have their specific, or even any effect; while opium and the various ano- 
dyne preparations nauseated, and failed to relieve pain, even aggravating 
an already irritated alimentary canal, producing as it were in an aggravated 
form the very trouble they were given to relieve. The cases where the 
disease was confined to the colon and rectum were almost uniformly amena- 
ble to treatment, and attended with early and favorable results. It was 
only where the disease was associated with an irritable condition of the entire 
alimentary canal, and consequent derangement of the digestive oigans, that 
the disease assumed its gravest type. I am more than ever convinced of 
the utter contempt that we should feel toward aU specifics that are lauded 
by irregular practitioners in the treatment of this disease^ such as charcoal^ 
Itptandrinf etc.; they may be of use in some cases, and at certain times, 
but he who lauds them as specifics forfeits his right to an honorable place 
in the profession. 

The writer has not presumed in this article to instruct any member of 
the profession, but has reported these cases, remembering with what anxiety 
he perused every late journal that fell under his observation, hoping to 
find something n^v, that would prove as a beacon-light ^o a shipwrecked 
mariner. Therefore this has been written, hoping it may call forth the 
efforts of some who are able to brace up the younger members of the 
profession when a fearful epidemic threatens alike to sweep away both 
patients and reputation. 



ART. IL — Oasei occurring at Union Chapel Hospital 1862. 6t W. H. 

BuTLBB, AcL AjssU Surgeon J7. S, A., late in charge. 

Pernicious Fevers. — Alexander Craig, aged 26, Co. E, 82d N. Y. Vols. 
was admitted to Union Chapel Hospital July 7th, 1862. He was then 
safiering from debility consequent on chronic diarrhoea, which he said had 
troubled him for several months previously. After being in the house a 
few days he had a return of the diarrhoea, which was checked to some 
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extent by opiam, taniuD, acetate of lead, etc., in various combiaationa. 
Qainia, brandy, rheabarb and bitters were given as tonics and appetizers. 
He seemed to be^ and was, getting better; went about the house daily, with 
few exceptions. August dd, was apparently going on very well, had no 
fever, but had some looseness of the bowels. For this opium and rheubarb 
&&, gr. i, every four hours were given, as these remedies had operated well 
before, to check the diarrhoea. About midnight he was taken with a bad 
diarrhoea, and between that hour and seven A. M. of the 4th, had several 
stools of a watery character. On the way to the ward after the last evacu- 
ation he was seized with cramps, pain in the bowels, his lips appeared livid , 
eyes sunk, cold sweat all over the body, body cold and purplish, breath 
cold, general collapse,* The fingers and hands looked as if they had been 
soaked in water. Inspirations slow and prolonged, apparently made by a 
double effort. Breathing 20 per minute. Pulseless; was given at once 
spts. vini galleii ^ij, and every 20 minutes f i, with friction to all the 
extremities. Seemed to be dying ; said he felt as if he was. Eight and a 
half o'clock he was given brandy f i, capsicum gr. ij, and rubbed with 
whisky and water, and then enveloped in sheets wrung in hot water, with 
bottles of hot water to his feet At nine o'clock he took brandy ^i, tr 
capsicum and camphor &i 3i- Nine and a half, sulphuric ether 5 as- He 
had a rice water discharge, and after, was given starch enema with tr. opii 
Siy asafoetida gr. x. Up to this time none of the remedies seemed to have 
the slightest effect. Ten o'clock, still collapsed, cold and pulseless. ^ 
carbonate ammonia gr. v, to be repeated in two hours. Afler the second 
dose he seemed to revive some; had a faint pulse, 130 per minute. Has 
complained some of thirst, and wants water; still talks in a low whisper. 
The ammonia was repeated at three o'clock P. M., with a little beef tea at 
intervals, bat all nourishment seemed repugnant to him. ^ at four P. M. 
S. quinia in soL gr. iv, every three hours. He seemed better at seven, and 
was given some beef essence, which he immediately vomited, and soon 
after had an involuntary movement of the bowels, very watery, and con- 
taining patches or flakes of white mucus. An enema of starch with tr. 
opium and plumbi acetas grs. iij, was thrown up the rectum; this he 
retained a short time. 

Eight and a half P. ti. ; with a view of controlling tha irritability of 
the stomachy the following was given: ^ hydrag chl. mite gr. i, opii pulv. 
gr. ss, every three hours. To have carbonate ammonia gr. v, if he feels 
faint; beef essence given at 12 M., and 4 o'clock A. M, He was careful! v 
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watched, fed at times, as he would seem to rouse, with weak brandy sling, 
and kept warm, but at seven o'clock of the 4th, a sudden change for the 
wone took place and he died at eight o'clock, living twenty-five hours from 
period of attack. 

Owi-8hot wound of Shoulder — Removal of Acromion Process, — Wil- 
h'am Evritt, aged 22, private 83d Pennsylvania Yols., generally healthy, 
was wounded at the battle of Malvern Hill. Ball entered in front, two 
inches from outer aspect of left shoulder, passing apparently below clavicle, 
between coracoid and acromion proci'sses, shattering the acromion at its 
junction with spine of scapula. The ball was extracted over spine of scap- 
ula six days after, the surgeon having simply to make an incision. No 
doth or bone removed. Was admitted to Union Chapel Hospital, Wash- 
ington, D. C July 7th, 1862. Wou«d had simple dressing, little infiam* 
mation present, considerable pain on motion. 

July I7th. Patient has done pretty well up to date, but for four days 
past he has complained of pain which required opiates for its relief. Dr. 
Coolidge, Medical Inspector U. S. A., assisted by Drs. Bliss, U. S. Y, 
Page, U. S. A., Stone, Bigelow. Kennon and Butler, removed the acro- 
mion. Patient under ether. An incision was made from one wound to 
the other, and the broad flap turned over the shoulder, The acromion was 
dissected out and the spine cut close down to remove all roughness, and 
tapered well back by bone forceps. Two arteries required ligatures. The 
flap was brought together with four deep stitches, and supported by broad 
strips of adhesive plaster going to the opposite shoulder. 

July 25th. All going on well; wound is strapped once daily; the 
cloths changed as often as required, when the wound is gently sponged. 
Cold water is kept on sufficient to keep it moist as it feels grateful. There 
has been some tendency of the pus to burrow under the common integu- 
ment, both before and behind, which is prevented by placing compresses of 
Hot, so the adhesive plaster shall firmly compress the two walls. This ten- 
dency was noticed on the twenty-first, and is almost entirely removed to-day. 
This patieikt's wound healed slowly, and he was discharged September 3d, 
1862, having only moderate use of arm; shoulder quite weak. 

Gunshot wound Shoulder — Death by Pyemia. — William Fuller, Co. 
F, 18th Massachusetts Yols., wounded August 30th, 1862, battle of Bull 
Run; entered the hospital August 8 Ist. Appearances — circular wound of 
arm, four inches below acromion process of scapula; shoulder swollen, 
oomplains of pain on motion, some yellowish discoloration over outer part 
VOL. 3, NO. 7—30. 
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of acapnia, and tendemem on pressure; applied cold water constanUj, 
which had the effect to reduce the swelling. 

Sept 8d. Cut down on outer edge of scalpula about two inches below 
acromion process and extracted part of a musket ball greatly misshaped 
and irregular. 

Sept. 5th. Removed another piece of ball from over the scapula, and 
one inch towards the spine of back in a separate channel; also a few 
pieces of comminuted bone, apparently of outer edge of scapula; this pro-. 
ceeding lessened the pain and irritation which had been constant, and soon 
after the swelling was greatly reduced ; wound left open and has discharged 
a very offensive sanious matter since. 

Sept. 15lh. Several small pieces of bone found in the dressing this 
morning, brought away by the copious discharge during the night. Has 
complained of chill and fever. ^ S. quinia gr. x, opii gr. i, night and 
morning; best diet, mutton broth, etc. 

Sept 17th« Tongue considerably coated this forenoon. ^ hydr. mite 
gr. V, ext. colocynth gr. v. Had a moderate evacuation from bowels and 
reported better the next day. 

Sept 18th, Some tendency to fever. ^ S. quinia gr. x, opii puvl. 
gr. i, night and morning. Has an anxious look. 

Sept 19th. Is better; more appetite; continued quinia and opii; good 
diet, oyster broth, etc Wash the wound sol. chl, zinci and water, to be 
dressed four times daily. Wound open and discharging freely. To have 
beer §viij, three times; is very yellow, and has daily a chill lasting an 
hour or more in the morning, followed with fever; complains of the noise 
of the house and of being nervous; is sleepy and dosy, but roused easily; 
mutters some at night; lays in a heavy typhoid state; talks rather thick; 
evidently the result of pus absorption. 

Sept 20tn. Quinia gr. x, opii gr. i, at 11 o'clock ;|best diet, eats 
pretty well. Opii gr. i, quinia gr. vi, bed time. 

Sept. 21st. Tinct ferri, mu. chl. gutt xv. St vin. alb. ^, 3t, liq. 
ammo, acetas 5ii 3t, quinia gr. x, opii gr, i, nt. and am. 

Sept 22d. Combined tinct ferri chl. and spts. minderin, opii gr. i, 
bed time. 

Sept 23d. Has had haemorrhage during the night Yin. alb, §i, ovum, 
vit i, every four hours, cont iron and wine through the night 

Sept 24th. Had some hemorrhage during the night, though controlled 
yesterday by bandages. ]^ Tinct ferri, porter, best diet, etc. Died Sep- 
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tembor 25, 1862, of pyaemia. Post mortem 11 o'clock A. M. Found great 
quantity of serum in pleural cavity and in pericardium. The lower lobe 
of leil^ang presented purple, green and red spots — ^a mottled appearance, 
and a gangrenous spot about three inches in circumference on lower margin; 
small points of pus all through the substance of lungs, and a considerable 
quantity oozed out on pressure. Apex of left lung ulcerated at the point, 
and was adherent to the ribs — evidences of recent pleuritis on left side. 
Found old bands of adhesion on upper part of right lung, and evidences of 
inflammation. Liver — external appearance; color normal, though greatly 
enlarged, estimated to weigh seven pounds. Guts firm and looks healthy. 
The left lobe extended well up against the fifth rib of left side. Gall bladder 
nearly empty; seemed atrophied. Intestines — stomach healthy; spleen 
seemed somewhat enlarged and somewhat softened. Kidneys normal. 
Heart, left side empty ; right auricle filled with a fibrinous clot running up 
into veins of head. Found fracture of scapula caused by the ball, extend- 
ing from right to left, just below spine and coraooid process — two parts 
completely severed, and in the centre considerably comminuted. Blood had 
been effused under nearly the whole extent of tha scapula, running back as 
far as spine of back, the muscles disorganized and greenish. Found a 
great pocket of coagulated blood running down left arm and all about 
head of humerus. The muscles for considerable extent in this locality 
were disorganized and black. 



ART. ni. — Abstract of the Proceedings of the Buffalo Medical Association* 

Tuesday Evening, Jan. 5, 1864. 

Minutes of the last meeting read and adopted. 

Dr. Gay read the following paper : 

At a recent meeting of the Association, I made some remarks upon the 
treatment of fractures of the bones, and advocated what I was pleased to 
can the non-comptdsory plan of treatment, a plan, which, while it does not 
dispense with suitable appliances, discards all complicated apparatus and the 
immoderate restraint and force usually employed by Surgeons. 

I am reported as advocating, at the same time, measures, the most severe 
and arbitrary, and a policy style<l the do-nothing policy. 

I am at a loss to know how such misconstruction could have been given 
to my Temarks, unless the spike of Malgaigne^ which was advocated in ono 
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particular fracture only, was coDsidered on the one band severe and barbar- 
ous» and the use of adhesive straps and the ordinary appliances were con- 
sidered, on the other hand, means so mild as to be classed under th% head 
of the so called do-nothing policy. 

My object is now to correct such misapprehension^ if it exists. I stated 
then, and reiterate now the same views, viz: That when a fractured limb, 
after reduction, is placed in that position which insures to the patient least 
pain and least irritation of the muscles, and left in that position if possibiCy 
for a few days without the employment of any considerable force, the 
greater would be the tendency of the fractured bones, to assume and maintain 
their normal position. If this proposition be true, which I assume to be 
true, then as a logical sequence, the more you excite the muscles to con- 
traction by the employment of much force in the onset, and the more irrita- 
tion and pain you cause, so much the more abortive will be^ your efiforta 
and the greater tendency of the fractured bones to assume an abnomal 
position. 

I desire to say one word in regard to Malgaigne's Instrument In 
the course of the discussion on a former occasion it was said that this in- 
strument had never been used in this country. The absence of practical 
knowledge was no doubt the reason which led to its condemnation as an 
instrument of barbarity, and consequently unfit for use. Dr. Hamilton) in 
his work on Fractures and Dislocations, recommends it, and althongh he 
has not yet employed it, proposes to use it the first opportunity that offers 
in the treatment of the special fracture for which the instrument was 
designed, viz : Fracture of the upper extremity of the tibia. In an article 
published in the October number of the American Journal of the Medical 
Sciences for 1863, in reference to this instrument the author says: This is 
a new treatment, and the reason why it has not been adopted before this 
time is probably the repulsive appearance of the treatment to patients and 

friends. It is found by experience, however, that very little pain is occasion* 
ed by wearing for weeks a steel point applied with considerable force to the 
fragment to bs held. * * This, as a treatment of fractures may 
be found to be less painful than apparently more comfortable modes of 
.dressing. * * * 

This is all I purpose saying by way of correction upon the subject of 
les^fttme measures and non-compulsory means of treatment 

lu/ocsnection with this subject I desire to call attention to a new article 
frbicbJsilffilaned soon to come into general use in surgery. I allude to 
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com chaf. It may be procured at any of the grain Elevators. It may 
be used Id all cases where bran is applicable Dr. Enos, of Brooklyn first 
called mj attention to it^ since which I have used it 

It is light, elastic and porous, and when the dust is sifted from it is much 
superior to bran. The use of corn chaff has enabled me I think to add 
something of value to the contributions of surgery, especially that depart* 
ment of surgery which relates to fractures of the femur. For the treatment 
of this injury I have a method of my own, but for a part of which, am 
indebted to Dr. Swinburne, of Albany. I will not occupy your time in 
giving directions how to apply this method, nor the dressings^ since one 
surgeon is presumed to be as competent nearly as another in applying any 
apparatus at hand. I can embrace all I wish to say by simply naming the 
different parts of the apparatus. 

These consist of the perineal and crural bands, scultetus bandage, long 
com chaff cushion, for the leg to rest upon, short thigh splints, and straps 
to fasten them. The counter-extending band is made long, stuffed at its 
middle with the chaff, and the ends fastened to the head board of the cot 
which the patient is supposed to rest upon, the extending band, to which 
is attached a weight, rests over the foot board. The pulley is dispensed 
with, as it is believed the extension is more steady and uniform without, 
than with iL * 

I can hardly see how the bandage of scultetus can be' dispensed with, 
since its application is so simple, and since nothing else will so perfectly 
control, by uniform pressure around the thigh, the contraction of the muscles. 
The side spliots padded with chaff are strapped on and buckled tightly. 
This method discards altogether the long side splints as a bungling and 
unsightly contrivance, and as useless as bungling. 

After the first dressing the whole may be removed, the thigh exposed, 
a soiled scultetus bandage exchanged for a clean one, without the least 
motion of the limb or pain or inconvenience to the patient Bj this method 
I am at this present time treating an oblique fracture of the femur; the 
fracture occurring at the junction of the upper with the middle third of 
the shaft, in a young and muscular patient, and now, eleven weeks after the 
accident, by the most accurate measurement, the shortening does not exceed 
one quarter of an inch ; the patient, during the whole period of treatment, 
having been much more comfortable than when burdened with more com« 
pHoated apparatus. 
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Dr. Peters presented the following: 

I was invited, together with Dr. Ross, by Dr. James P, White to aooom- 
pany him, December 12th, 1863, to Niagara county to witneas the 
' removal of a tumor, supposed to be epithelial cancer, from the labium, and 
by his conrte^ I am permitted to report it here as apropos to the discus- 
sion had at our last meeting. Found the patient, Mrs. G., a rather tall, 
spare lady, of 47 years, good general health, and presenting no indieationa 
of any unhealthy cachexia. The tumor was first observed about fifteen 
months since and gradually iicreased in size until about three montha ago^ 
when some escharotic application was made to it, since which time it has 
been ulcerated and at present discharges a yellow unhealthy pus, of a veiy 
unpleasant odor. She has suffered much pain from it and been obliged 
to take considerable quantities of opium. 

The tumor is about the bulk of a hen's egg^ though more dongated, 
reaching from the clitoris to the posterior commissure of tbe labia, and 
involving the whole right labium. The orifice of ulceration is of a size U> 
admit one's finger, and the vtiiole inside of the tumor seems to be fast dis- 
appearing by the process of ulceration. Dr. White proceeded to operate, 
assisted by the attending physician. Dr. Wilkius of Middleport, Dt, Ross, 
and myself. Partial anaesthesia having been produced by means of chloro- 
form, the tumor was removed by a sort of oval shaped incision, and the 
edges brought together by means of one silk and seven sikrer sutures. Three 
arteries were ligated, and the loss of blood, though of course considerable, 
was not at all eKcessive. The patient bore the operation well, and being 
put to bed with her limbs fastened together to prevent any strain upon the 
sutures from her movements, a full dose of opium was given her, and we 
left her. Letters received from Dr. Wilkins to a recent date state union to 
have taken place, the sutures being removed, and the patient walking 
about 

A careful microscopical examination of the tumor was made by Dr. 
Mason and the caudate cell containing enlarged nuclei and nucleoli, said to 
be characteristic of epithelial cancer, was found in abundance. An examin- 
tion of the base and sides of the mass failed to show any evidence of dis- 
ease, so that it was concluded that the morbid growth had all been 
removed. 

The first, most natural inquiry in all cases of operation on a malignant 
growth is, ''Will it return ?" for if it do the life of the patient is sacrificed. 
ThiB is a question easy to ask, but to answer it requires not only a complete 
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knowledge of all the facts ia regard to the particular case in question, but 
a thorough diBCUssion of the pathology of such tumors in general. Can 
we or can we not cure cancer f Is medical treatment ever of any use in its 
removal! We cannot answer these questions until we know what cancer 
in If it be something heterologous, extraneous to the body, which fastens 
itself upon the living tissues, apd like some foul fiend, 

^^Monsirum hornndumj irtfortM, ingenty" 

goes eating its way to the vitals of its victim, then we should hardly expect 
either the remedies of the physician, or even the knife of the surgeon, to be 
of much avail against it. 

This has been substantially the view held of it in all ages, and it is 
undoubtedly to some such idea that it owes it name — Cancer. But we are 
every day learning that neither the antiquity of an idea nor its novelty 
necessarily proves its truth. If however, on the other hand, what we term 
cancer be, not an entity, but a pathological process ; not the development of 
a new growth, but a change in the one already existing; then we should 
suppose a priori, that there could be found some stage in the process at 
which medication might be available. And this I believe to be the correct 
idea. To Robin, the microscopist, more than to any other man, the world 
of medicine is probably indebted for the elucidation of this question. 

Starting with the philosophical idea that to know disease we must firs^ 
know health, this observer first set himself to learn the different phases of 
normal development of the various tissues of the body, and then armed 
with this knowledge, boldly proceeded to the investigation of the difierent 
kinds of cancer. 

The result of this investigation has been to show that what is known as 
cancer has no real existence, and that what is termed *<cancer celP' is only 
the normal cell of the tissue afiected, whose development has either been 
arrested previous to its arrival at maturity, or has gone on to a stage of 
degeneration beyond that point. And that we are to attribute the malig- 
nancy of a tumor, not to the irruption of some heterologous element into 
the body, but to a process set up in a tissue on account of some irritated or 
abnormal tendency of the constitution. 

Precisely how this is done is of less consequence, so the fact be estab- 
Ibhed; we are no more in the dark regarding it than we are regarding the 
progress of cancer under the old theory, or than we are regarding the 
production of pus. The views of Robin, set forth in the Dictionnaires 
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d$ Medecine et Chirurpie, etc., are much more fitrongly expressed than I 
have here indicated, aod that I may not be thought to exaggerate I trans- 
late, (from the art. Heteromorphe) a few BeDtenoes expressive of his views. 

''But there is not any more a heteromorphous geoeratioo, or a path- 
ological heteroplastj, than there are heteromorphe us or heteroplastic sub- 
stances, elements or tissues. Their existence has been supposed, in default 
of knowing the facts relative to the generation of the elements, d^c; in 
default of knowing to whai degree their aberrations of development can be 
extended comparatively to the normal phases of their evolution ; in default 
of being able to connect their different morbid states to the normal states 
from which they are derived. Thus the words cancerous, schirrous, carcin- 
omatous cells, or their analogues, consequently designate only a state^ an 
accidental or morbid phase of evolution, most often of epitheliums, and 
sometimes of embryoplastio nuclei. But they do not designate a hetero- 
morphous^ or determinate and distinct species of element, or of tissue, a 
species which cannot be connected by its structure, its evolution, and its other 
properties to the natural tissues." 

From these facts it seems to me that a tumor cannot be said to be 
necessarily malignant ah initio^ but on the other hand, that any tumor may 
undergo this process of cell degeneration and exhibit the characteristics of 
malignancy. The practical application of this would seem to be that some 
remedy may yet be discovered which shall serve to check this process, aod 
that we should not neglect medical treatment in the early stages of any 
tumor since any tissue may undergo the^malignant degeneration. 

The time having arrived for the consideration of the '* Special Subject*' 
designated for discussion — Dr, Rochester rising in response to the call of the 
presiding officer said, that in proposing Delirium Tremens^ at a previous 
meeting, he did so, with the express avowal and understanding, that he 
was not to lead off in the debate, his object being to gain rather than to 
impart information ; but as no one else had volunteered to present the mat- 
ter, and as it seemed expected of him, he would not decline to bring it 
forward. Without indulging in any prefatory remarks as to the prevalence 
or pathology of the disorder, he recognized two distinct forms of the affec- 
tion, which were perhaps susceptible of many sub-divisions. First, a wild 
frenzy, attended with heat of skin, increased arterial action, flushed face, 
and often irritable stomach, with gastric tenderness and unappeasable thirst, 
especially for ardent spirits. This was commonly the result of a protracted 
debaach, the effect of direct and continued alcoholic gastro-cerebral stimu- 
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Iftdon, and was often manifested when there was no cessation of inordinate 
dram drinking. This was the veritable mania a potu. The Second form 
was a condition of extreme nervous excitement, with physical prostration, 
sleeplessness, delnsions, and inappetency, attended with coolness or moisture 
of the surface, with a moist, tremulous and slightly furred tongue, with 
often pallor of the countenance, alternating with flushing — with feeblenees 
of palse, and without urgent thirst, but with great longing for alcohol 
This is usually the result of forced or voluntary abstinence from the habit- 
ual excessive use of ardent spirits, and is the true delirium tremens. — 
Between these two forms there are many gradations, and as each particular 
instance approximates more nearly to the first or second form, there should 
be a corresponding difference in the treatment adopted. This distinction is 
not always drawn, and hence perhaps the conflicting opinions of medical 
men upon the subject. They are both instances of oino-mania, but widely 
different in many essential particulars. The first form is a gastritis with 
cerebral complication, which latter is probably mere functional excitement 
This variety is "cured" by treament appropriate for gastritis, by counter- 
irritation over the epigastrium, by swallowing ice, by cold applications to 
the head, by cathartics acting as derivatives, and by being judiciously let 
alone. The second form we know less of as respects its pathology ; it is 
the more common, and the more fatal disorder — ^it is that to which, espe- 
dally, the inquiry this evening is directed. One tells us, vaguely, that it is 
"Alcoholismus," a vinous saturation of the system, and especially of the 
brain, and that when this is not maintained either by continued supply or 
by failure of effect, the result i% exhausting 'depression. Another defines 
it as Arachnitis. Another regards the alcoholic poison as analogous to 
uTsmia; and still another tells us that the whole diflSculty is gastric, and that 
sub-acute gastritis, softening of the mucous membrane of the stomach, and 
consequent cerebral sympathy ; with the resulting arrest of the digestite 
and alimental functions, disposes of, and explains the whole subject 

Dr. Rochester, leaving this vexed question to be discussed by others, then 
proceeded to the consideration of treatment This unfortunately was rather 
a matter of empirical experience, than the result of any well established 
pathological reasoning. It had been his lot to have seen a vast deal of 
delirium tremens from his connection^ for the last fifteen years with the hos. 
pitals in this and New York city, and the indications, to his mind, werd 
dearly, to support the strength and at the same time allay the excitement 
of the patients. This can generally be accomplished by the administratioQ 
VOL. 3, MO. 7 — 31. 
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of oonoeotrated nourishment^ (as beef essenoe,) by opium, and bj stimu- 
lants — they are mentioned in the order of their relative importanoe. Dr. 
Rochester had employed and had seen used various methods of treatment^ 
as, stimulation with carbonate of ammonia, the use of the shower bath, the 
inhalation of chloroform, confinement in dark and in light rooma» the 
administration in large doses of anti-spasmodics, solely — or narcotics solely 
aa assafoetida, valerian, Hoffmanns anodyne, conium, hyoscyamus, belladon- 
na, etc ; he had never given digitalis in the monstrous and dangerous 
doses recently fashionable, and did not think that practice would be of very 
long continuance. It is objected to the use of opium, that from an over- 
dose, or from the cumulative effects of repeated doses^ fatal narcotism is 
often induced. This may occasionally be true, but in nine cases out of ten, 
the fatal coma is the result of asthenia, and this condition is oflen seen 
when no opium has been administered. In advocating the nutrient, opiate 
and stimulating plan of treatment, with the supplementary employment of 
bitter infusions Dr. Rochester was fully aware of its occasional failure, bat 
thought it, on the whole, the safest and most successful course. 

Dr. Rochester desires us to add to the above report of his remarks, the 
suggestion of the probable success of the hypodermic injection of morphine, 
as prompt and decided in its action, and certainly not liable to cumulative 
effects, from any temporary gastric insensibility. 

Lr, White .said that the views so ably advanced by Dr. Rochester were 
taught him by his preceptors more than thirty years ago, Dr. Marshall, 
and Dr. Trowbridge, whose portrait is before u& As to the pathology of 
this disease we know little or nothing. During the period of his practice 
he had tried a great variety of remedies — antimony, anti-spasmodics, chlo- 
roform, etc., etc, and afber each deviation from the original plan, had 
returned to it with renewed confidence. This consists, in brief, in libera) 
use of stimulants, short of intoxication, opium to obtain sleep, short of 
narcotism, nutriment, counter-irritation, moderate restraint under the care 
of a good nurse These were the sentiments with which he commenced 
practice thirty years ago, and the same rules of practice govern him now. 
There had been little or no progress made in the pathology and treat- 
ment of this disease during the entire period. Would notice a remedy 
mentioned by a British practitioner with high encomiums, §ii of red pepper 
in j water, 5"» every half hour. Chleroform he has given, but it pro- 
duced convulsions so that patient was in danger of death, and he had given 
up the practice. 
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Dr, Strang said that although the Bubject, bo far as regards its Dature, 
cooditioDB and treatment has been discussed Romewhat exteusively, it still 
seemed to him that some poiuts bad beea overlooked. Fur instance, in the 
more common form of the disease to which we are called, and which has 
DOW been mostly under discussion, whilst I accord to the correctness 
mainly of the principles and practice contended for by Drs. White and 
Rochester, viz : Opium to obviate insomnia and restlessness, with as free 
alimentation as possible, and alcoholic stimulus, q. s. to obviate exhaustion. 
Tet I have thought that it is too often forgotten when called to treat a fierce 
attack of this form of the disease that we have before us, primarily and essen- 
tially a case of gastritis — of a peculiar character, and from a peculiar cause, 
it is true, but still gastritis to all intents and purposes. And this being the 
condition, I have been in the habit in cases that did not readily yield, of 
superadding to the above, emp. epit, over the stomach, with agreeable 
results. And although I have never had occasion to adopt it, from the 
&ct that other means have proved efScacious, yet by parity of reasoning-^ 
the stomach being the seat primarily of the disease — ^and that disease being 
more or less acute inflammation of one or more of its coats, I should regard 
it as good practice to leech or wet-cup over the same locality. 

Reference has been made by Dr. White to the administration of cayenne. 
I have prescribed it in a case or two, though not, as by the gentleman 
alladed to by Dr. W., as a main reliance, excluding opium, but conjoined 
with that agent, and after it, alone, had failed of controlling the disease. 
Thus superadded, cayenne had acted admirably, by way apparently of 
increasing the suEceptibility of the stomach to the effects of opium, and 
intensifying its powers. Viewed theoretically it may seem to some as act- 
ing on the principle of ** sinuiia simUtabus^^ etc, or of adding fuel to the 
flame. Yet practically no such result will be verifled, and I feel sure that 
gentlemen adopting it, in the case and for. the purpose specified, will be 
pleased with the intensified potency which it imparts to our sheet-anchor, 
opiunu 

Dr, Wyckof had, in the early part of his practice, used antimony 
exiemivelj, but for the hist few years had abandoned its use; relied now 
principally upon opium. In some instances after using opium largely with- 
out inducing sleep, administered chloroform by inhalations, and found that 
frequently after a patient became quiet from its effects he would sleep for 
hoars nnder the infiuenoe of the opium previously taken. 

J>r. Lochwood referred to a ease which had greatly interested him; the. 
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paUent had had delrium every year, or oftener, for a period of eleven years, 
and had recovered mainly, after a few of the first attacks , under the treat- 
ment of his wife, who gave saline cathartics and nntritious food; under 
this management, with confinement to the house, he soon became ratiooaL 
He also remarked, that though various improvements in the treatment of 
delirium had been suggested and urged, there had really nothing important 
been gained for the last quarter of a century ; the treatment then more 
generally adopted, was still regarded as most valuable. Dr. Coats of Phil- 
adelphia, had written a paper in 1827, and described a plan of treatment 
in this disease which had never been improved upon. 

J)r. Cronyn observed that it had been his lot to have seen many cases 
of delirium tremens. Thought that the great difierence of <^inion in 
regard to the pathology and treatment of the disease arose from want of 
due discrimination of the form of the affection present in any one or more 
cases. Considered the division made by Mr. Solly of London, most condu- 
cive to correct and successful practice. Quoted several authors, as Dr. 
Looock, Higginbotham, Graves, etc., and their opinions, and mentioned 
some instances as they occurred in his practice. 

Voted to adjourn. William Ring, 

Secretary pro tenu 



ART. IV. — A Case of Amputation at the Shoulder Joint, by 8, Barrxtt, 
M. D., of Genesee County, 

On the 9th of December 1 received a telegram from Dr. Well, of Gale* 
donia, requesting my immediate attendance at that place. On arriving 
there I found that G. B., aged 13, in attempting to get a ride on a freight 
train had &Ilen between the cars. The wheels had traversed his left arm 
to within about 3 inches cf the shoulder joint» separating the bone and 
moat of the flesh at that point, leaving the skin and thumb attached toiU 
The remainder was left on the track. On examination I decided at onoe 
to amputate at the shoulder joint. The necessary preparations having been 
made, he was brought fully under the influence of ohloroform. The sub- 
clavian artery was compressed by my student, A. Dann, while Dr. Well 
atMdied the stump of the arm by the skin that remained I made a flap 
of the deltoid muscle in front, opened the capsule and carried the knife 
Around the head of the bone, brought it down so as to make a second fli^ 
^•correspond with the first The axillary artery was seeured, and bat two 
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Others required ligating. He lost but little blood, although the operation 
was done in the night by the aid of lamps. There was a good deal of 
depression of the sjatem from the shock of the injury, but he rallied under 
the influence of stimulants. The wound united with very little suppura- 
tion. He has made a good recovery and is now able to be out of doors. 



ART. V. — Clinical Remarks upon Surgical Cases in the Bufalo Gen* 
eral Hospital — Removal of Fibrous Tumor — Removal of Adenoid 
Tumor — Strabismus — Talipes Valgus. By J, F. Minbb, M. D. 

November 21, 1863. 

Gbhtlkmbn: — ^I am unable to report the results of our Inst operations, 
except that for excision of the eye. Immediately after the removal of the 
diseased eye, the other one, so much affected by sympathy, became free 
from all intolerance of light, and from the day after the operation the 
yonng man has been able to look up with distinctness and comfort; healthy 
granulations fill the space, and the case has left the hospital, *< dismissed 
cured," 

You observe that we have another large tumor presented for removal, 
attracted perhaps by the fame acquired in removing the one a few weeks 
since; the patients are from the same neighborhood, and have no doubt 
had communication. I would like to point out some differences, which are 
not obvious to the unprofessional, but which are important to yon as sar« 
geons. The first was the larger of the two, but it grew upon the back of 
the head and neck, a situation where no large arteries or nerves are located. 
It coukl then be removed without doubt and without risk. This one is 
Bitnated over, or in, the most important surgical r^ion-^M>ver, I hope, sinee 
I propose to attempt its removal If I am mistaken, and it shall be foand 
to extend too deeply for removal, the attempt is justifiable, and I shall pro- 
ceed with care, catting slowly and safely as possible. There are also diffisj- 
enoes in the character of those growths, which, though not very apparent 
previooa to extirpation, will be doubtless sufficiently obvious after. What- 
ever be its nature, removal is desirable and proper. The important vesseb 
sitoated in this region are quite familiar to you. The internal and external 
carotid arteries— -internal and external jugular veins — ^pneumogastric and 
other important nerves. 

Hemorrhage is the great fear of the young surgeon, which, after all, is not 
an accident most to be dreaded. Blood vessels can usually be iigated, and 
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if serious hemorrhage is allowed during operations of this nature, it is mora 
from want of firmness, and care, than from necessity. Division of nerves is 
often attended bj serious results; paralysis of the muscles of the face, is not 
uncommon from the division of the facial nerve, while none of you need 
be told the results of division of the pneumogastric, presiding as it does 
over the functions of respiration and circulation. You can now observe that 
the tumor is covered by the integuments and phitysma myoides muscle, 
upon the division of which we come down upon the cyst of the tumor, 
wbich is connected to the surrounding tissues quite strongly. These 
fibrous bands are carefully raised and divided, and the tumor is thus enucle- 
ated, and turned out with as little dissection as possible. It is supplied by 
large vessels, which my colleagues, Drs. Lothrop and Eastman, have ligated 
so immediately as to prevent serious hemorrhage. At the bottom of the 
cavity made by this growth you can see pulsating the internal carotid 
artery, and also that the tumor was over-lapped by the lower portion of 
parotid gland, and can judge from this, the importance of the surgical 
r^'on, from which we have succeeded in safely removing this morbid 
product 

It appears upon section to have a strong fibrous cyst or covering, while 
the body of the tumor consists largely of fibrous tissue, in parts so dense 
as to resemble cartilage. It resembles in some respects malignant disease, 
but from its location and history I think it is benign in character. Micro- 
scopic examination might assist in the diagnosis, but the microscope does 
not always positively determine the character of these growths. 

This tumor has been gradually increasing in Eize; was first noticed about 
fifteen years since. Has not caused much pain, but has been a deformity, 
and has also* produced a constant feeling of fullness and discomfort Those 
unnatural and unhealthy products are quite common, and may make their 
appearance in any part of the system. Their causes are not known, though 
pa^ologists have a way of explaining their commencing growth, and pos- 
sibly the accidents which determine their location. They are not benefited 
in any of their stages by medication, either general or local, unless we 
except the removal by caustic applications while small, and this is rarely, if 
ever, successful. The treatment we have adopted is the only rational one. 

2d Case, Strange as it may be, we have also another tumor presented for 
removal, which would almost make it appear that the German population in 
Buffalo are made up largely of tumors. It is situated over the face, extending 
back to the ear, and below covering the angle of the lower jaw. It is lobu- 
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hted in appearance, feeling as -if made up of several distinct lobes or cysts; 
it rests firmly upon its base without much mobility and is supplied by 
numerous vessels; large dilated veins may be seen passing over its surface. 
It has been gradually increasing in size for the last twenty years; is not 
painful or tender on pressure ; has not disturbed the general health. 

Upon section, after i-emoval, it appears to be what ia denominated 
Adenoid or gland-like tumor. It had neither the appearance, symptoms or 
history of malignant disease, and has not been removed with any view that 
it would degenerate into, or take on such characters ; indeed, it is probable 
thai benign growths never degenerate into malignant disease. Rokitansky 
tells us that *< carcinomata cannot, with adequate reason, be attributed to 
external local causes." However this may be, the growth removed has none 
of the characteristics of malignancy, and our patient may be assured that it 
is not likely to return. 

We have had, then, for observation three different varieties of tumor. — 
The first removed, last week, waia a large adipose or steatomatous growth, 
the second fibrous in character, and the third adenoid or gland-Jike. There 
are a great many different varieties of morbid growths which we denom- 
inate tumors, the first and most important division ^of which is into benign 
or simple, and malignant or cancerous; these are Bub-divided, the benign 
into a great many different varieties. The principal points to be especially 
noticed, are first, the phyeical properties of the morbid growth; secondly, 
its relations to neighboring structures; and thirdly, you are to carefully 
study the history of all these morbid products, since it is important in 
forming correct diagnosis. 

Tumors, it is believed, never change their original nature or degenerate into 
others of a different kind. A si mple tumor never becomes malignant, nor does 
a malignant tumor ever become benign, though after the removal of simple 
tumors, malignant ones may make their appearance; but no simple tumor 
will by growth or degeneration become malignant; yet it is unquestionably 
true that the subject of simple tumor may also become the victim of 
malignant disease. This, I believe, is the correct position, though others 
are constantly expressing opposite views, and even the text-books are not 
uniform in their teachings upon these points. There are a great many 
other items of interest connected with the subject of tumors, which, how- 
ever, it is po part of my purpose to discuss. 
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FIBBOUS TUMOR. ADIPOSE TUMQB. ADENOID TUMOR. 

VoL ii i, page 261. Vol ili, page 178. VoL Hi, page 868. 

Zd Case. — Convergent Strabismus. — This being in a young boj, I pro- 
pose to divide the tendon while he is under the influence of sulphuric ether. 
In children it is better to administer an ansesthetic before making thia 
operation, while in adults it is usually pleasanter to make the operation 
without it If no anaesthetic is given, the eye is more steady, and does not 
roll uncontroUed in every direction ; it is under the influence of the will, 
and after division of the tendon it assumes its proper position, so that the 
operator is able to assure himself the better, that not only the tendon is 
divided, but also sufficient of the sub-conjunctival fascia and expansion of 
the tendon to allow the globe to assume a straight position. Ether embar- 
rasses in this respect, while on every other account it is desirable. The 
opening through the conjunctiva should be made from before backwards, 
sufficiently to admit the raising of the tendon and its division, which is 
raade mainly under the conjunctiva, sub-conjunctivally. In this way the 
deformity at the inner angle of the eye is greatly lessened. 

It is a simple and easy operation to make, and remedies a greater 
deformity than any operation of equal importance in surgery. It has some 
dangers and some uncertainties of result, but it is almost uniformly success- 
ful and satisfactory. Successful in restoring symmetry in the axis of vision, 
but not in restoring vision itself. Satisfactory in appearance, but incapable 
of affording, in most cases, perfect sight 

You are all aware that we have convergent and divergent strabismus. 
It may be also congenital — existing at birth, or acquired — produced by 
disease or injury. In all cases, however, where motion is not lost — where 
there is not paralysis, division of the contracted tendon will remedy the 
deformity. You will be told much about the eye turning too far, or 
becoming more prominent than the other. Do not be deceived by these 
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stories; divide the tendon and the eye will assume position to correspond 
with its fellow. The operation is followed with so uniformly favorable 
results, that I never feel any doubts as to the termination. 

In the healing of the wound in the conjunctiva a small fungus is very 
apt to make its appearance; so common is this that you may expect that it 
will appear in nearly one-fourth of your cases. If left it will ultimately 
disappear; but it produces an unseemly appearance, some irritation, and 
usually gives rise to anxiety with the patient It is often the size of a 
flattened pea, and it is always my habit to excise it with scissors; it is 
attached by a very slender pedicle, and may be removed without pain or 
trouble. 

Case Ath. Talipes Valgus is the name given to the condition you 
observe in the foot of this young lady. There is not much arch of the 
instep, so that the sole of the foot is flattened, and there is eversion of the 
foot The tendons of the peroneus longus, and brevis, behind the outer 
ankle are tense, and apparently too short, and so is that of the extensor 
communis on the dorsum. We divide sub-cutaneously these tendons and 
force the foot into a proper position. Strips of adhesive plaster are applied 
tightly, and over them a bandage so as to retain them and the foot in its 
new position. 

Adhesive plaster, well applied, is the least expensive and most eflScient 
apparatus for retaining the foot in desirable position. All machines fail 
but this, if applied in manner as now seen, will not fail. It is worth more 
than all other dressings. If you depend upon anybody's boots you are 
sure to fail in the results you desire to obtain. Many a well made opeca- 
tion for remedying this deformity is unsuccessful from neglect of this simple 
and only efficient dressing. 
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TREATMENT OF DELIRIUM TREMENS. 
Surgeon William Hanbury, in an interesting article {Madras Quarterly 
Journal, July, 1863,) on the treatment of Delirium Tremens, states that 
''daring the last few years, the cases which have come under my observa- 
tion have been successfully treated by the use of stimulants (brandy and 
porter) in limited quantities, and concentrated nourishment during the first 
two or three days of the affection, followed ^t the exA of %hfii tiiqe hj t^^q 
VOL. 3, NO, 7^*82. 
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exhibition of opium in anodyne doses at night The small amount of that 
medicine, when thus administered, which generally sufficed to induce cura- 
tiTe deep, seemed to suggest that its use could be dispensed with, and that 
the disease might be left — as far as this medicine was concerned — to the 
efforts of nature alone, and accordingly an opportunity was taken advantage 
of to test by experience how far the supposition would prove correct. 

•*An old and very dissipated soldier, who had been previously treated m 
the way just indicated, suffered from delirium tremens twice subsequently, 
and on each of these occasions the characteristic symptoms subsided under 
the nee of stimulants and nutritious food, chiefly beef-tea and eo:g-flip. 
Somewhat Liter a sergeant, much addicted to drink, was admitted with 
dyseni^, aggravated, if not caused by ibis military vice. At the end of 
two days the symptoms |of delirium tremens became developed, and the 
cure was trusted to nature alone, aided by nutrients and stimulants, and 
again with a favorable result. 

"A short time after the occurrence of the last case, I was consulted 
regarding the condition of a man, of very drunken habits, affected by the 
disease, and who had taken several large doses of opium prescribed in the 
usual nianner. He was delirious and in imminent danger of sinking. The 
&oe was collapsed and bedewed with a cold sweat, the pulse was small, 
rapid, and feeble, and the hands tremulous; and as some cases of cholera 
were under treatment in the hospital at the time, the impression suggested 
itself that he had already reached the collaped stage of that disease. A 
little consideration, however, oT the attending circumstances of the case^ 
left no room to doubt that the prostration was due to the unfavorable action 
of the opium exhibited, and I recommended that its furtbur use should be 
discontinued, and that brandy and porter, with nutritious diet, should be-, 
had recourse to. The effect of this change of treatment was very remark- 
able, and well calculated to make a deep impression. The pulse rallied*- 
the skin became warm, active diaphoresis succeeded to passive serous exuda- 
tion. A tranquil manner and calm expression of countenance were substi- 
tuted for nervous tremour and low delirium; and in about thirty hours- 
after the opium was omitted, he fell into a quiet sleep and awoke, cured,, 
at the end of ten hours. 

'* The injurious influence of opium, and the sufficiency of the expectant 
or non ^therapmUic* treatment to eflect a cure, were well demonstrated in 
this case, and I have been informed by the gentlemen who had first to do 
with ity that the treatment ' without opium,' was alaa suoBeasfjil in tw<^ 
inetances which have since come under his notice. 
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" Bat though examples may thus be adduced to prove that opium can be 
dispensed with, it may well be supposed, in the absence of more numerous 
facts bearing upon the subject* that the position of a medical man who 
adopts an expectant treatment must, for the present, of neoeBBity» be a 
more or less anxious one." 

To illustrate the various and uncertain action of opium in the dtoease 
Mr. Hanbury gives an account of three different attacks in the same indi- 
vidual, and remarks that in the first the " remedy had no unfavorable effect 
when given in a single dose, after the symptoms had continued three days, 
though it is by no means certain that the sleep which occurred at the end 
of fifteen hours, was due to the action of the opium. In the seeoDd, the 
moderate use of the medicine brought the disease* as usually happens to a 
favorable termination. In the third, it utterly failed. 

''And in now reviewing the facts, I have no doubt that the injurious 
influence of opiam must be referred to the too early exhibition of the 
medicine, for we have seen that it was prescribed to allay irritability of 
stomach two days before symptoms of delirium tremens had appeared at 
all ; and it is by no means certain if its use had been further pressed, that 
the result might not have proved unfavorable. Again, with regard to die 
stimulants employed, it seems important to note, and especially for the ben- 
efit of those who consider them an essential part of the -treatment, that 
although on the last occasion they were administered from the period of 
admission, yet the disease showed itself two days subsequently. It would 
appear indeed that the views of Dr. Pirrie and others, who hold the strange 
Inental aberrations and nervous excitement characteristic of the affection, to 
be the result of toxaemia affecting chiefly the brain substance, are correct. 
At first sight, no donbt^ it might seem that the access of the disease is the 
direct effect of the withdrawal of the accustomed stimulus, since it so often 
shows itself in hospitals, as elsewhere, two or three days after a debauch or 
course of dissipation ; but it must be acknowledged the sequence of events 
in these instances admits of a different explanation, and resting apparently 
on physiological grounds. The facts themselves are, moreover, at variance 
with such a conclusion, for we know that the symptoms often immediately 
supervene on a state of drunkenness; and Dr. Lay cock has shown that the 
disease may be brought to a successful issue without the use either of 
opium or stimulants, though the latter would obviously be necessary if the 
abetineDce theory of its etiology #M tenable. 
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'' On the wbole, then, the result of late inquiry and discuaBion must be 
asBUQied to be a more intimate knowledge of the real nature of the diaeaee. 
There can no longer exist a doubt that the use of opium at an early period 
of the afiection is not only contraindicated, but that nutrients and rest are 
more nearly concerned with its successful treatment, than the stimulants 
with which these remedies have been usually associated. Ifor shall we be 
likely to fall into much error in the event of stimulants being conndered 
necessary in any particular case, if we administer them under the guidance 
of those general principles which are recognized in the management of 
other diseases. 

^^Laaily, with reapect to digitalis. It will have been noticed that it acted 
in the case last detailed, to use a common expression, like a charm, though 
exhibited at a very critical period of the disease; and were this its invaria- 
ble effect, the treatment of the affection would doubtless be greatly reduced 
in simplicity, and many anxieties attending it would be removed* But 
instances of its unfavorable action have been cited, and it still remains to be 
shown what are the conditions under which it may be had recourse to with 
least risk of failure. 

'^ I believe ii has hitherto proved most useful when not exhibited at too 
early a stage of the disease, and it may probably be found, as with ojHum, 
that large doses from the first invasion of the symptoms are less safe and 
effectual than smaller ones given at a later date, and after some time has 
been allowed for the natural evolution of the disease. Moreover, if it be 
true as Dr. H. Jones su^ests, that digitalis exerts a tonic influence on the 
heart and increases the contractile force of that oi^an, so far from being 
inadmissible in the low state of nervous agitation with muttering delirium 
verging on coma observed in extreme cases, it should here prove especially 
applicable. Experience, however, must alone determine this point; but in 
the meantime, and before resorting to the use of digitalis, it will be consid- 
ered no more than judicious to adopt means calculated to restore the powers 
of nature, of a kind somewhat similar to those referred to in the case which 
has called forth these observations.'* — Am, Jour. Medical Sciences, 



OALVANiaM. — A most effectual manner of arousing the energies of a 
patient becoming comatose from opium, is the use of galvanism. In a 
child of seven months, it was found that its application across the cheeks 
aroused it most Cold affusion had lost its power. 



1 ' 

laBOXLLAnSOUB. 269 

TB^AtMENt OF DtABBHCEA AND DYSENTERr-^Br Peov. Skoda. 
Beyond everything stands a strict regulation of the diet When the 
intestinal canal is in a diseased state almost any sabject introduced into the 
stomach acts mischievously, and it is not unfrequently necessary to suspend 
aU food until the intestine is in a condition to bear it Every solid article 
eo ip9o is then mischievous, but even fluids, by reason of the'r temperature, 
may act as prejudicially. In most cases taking a few spoonfuls of warm 
floupv or drinking a mouthful of cold water will immediately be followed 
by severe colics, and soon afterwards by evacuations. We must only allow 
lukewarm soups or other drinks, and that only by a spoonful at a time. 
Of course, these stringent rules only apply to a very obstinate diarrhoea, 
and especially dysentery, for there are many cases of temporary diarrhoea 
in which the patients continue to eat fruits and the like, and still soon get 
well. Such cases must, however, not be taken into account, and it is always 
most prudent at the commencement of a diarrhoea to cut off the supply of 
food as far as possible, and at all events to prohibit all articles likely to 
augment the affection. 

Opium is the most valuable medicine in diarrhoea, for it keeps the sphinc- 
ter in a state of permanent contraction, a contraction which is often propa- 
gated to the large intestine, and the small intestine is unable to propel its 
contents far enough to induce the irritation which causes their eipulsion. 
When, by reason of this contraction, these contents are retained, their 
amount may become considerably diminished by the absorption of the fluid. 
Frequently, however, there is no spot of the canal which is not so diseased 
as to prevent such absorption taking place, and then the diarrhoea will con- 
tinue in spite of the opium and of the contraction of the sphincters. It 
appears^ moreover, that opium, besides its action on the muscular portion 
of the canal, exerts, by contact, a soothing effect upon the mucous mem- 
brane. In consequence of the diminution of the irritation of this mem- 
brane, its secretion is probably lessened, as are possibly those of the IK'er 
and pancreas. However this may be, opium acts very favorably in profuse 
secretion from the intestinal mucous membrane. From half a grain to 
three grains may be given in the twenty-four hours, the best preparation 
being the ext opii aquotum. 

If opium or morphia do not suflice, it must be aided by astringent rem* 
ediee, by far the best of which, and the most easily supported, is the sul- 
phas zinci. One would have supposed that tanin in its separate state would 
have proved more useful than the zinc, but this is not the case^ and it is 
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much lees easily bornl. It acts much better and more energeticallj when 
employed as a household remedy {e, g,, as a decoction of sloe or wild pear 
tree) than in its separated form ; and is then of great service in practice 
among the poor. , Alum is of no use whatever in diarrhoea. Lead ap- 
proaches zinc in efficacy, but still it is less certain than it The dose should 
not be greater than a quarter of a grain, and this may be repeated every 
two or three hours, and at most every hour. If these means do not suf- 
fice, we must have recourse to enemata of salep or starch (with which may 
be combined one grain of opium or half a grain of zinc) not throwing up 
more than two ounces at a time. If the clyster does not cause pain in the 
rectum, and the disease continues obstinate, the dose of the zinc may be 
increased to two grains. Tannin may be added to the enema, but the ziuc 
is far more serviceable In the most obstinate cases we must have recourse 
to cauterization ; but this is only the case when there is a diseased condition 
of the lower part of the rectum. Very obstinate cases of blennorrhoea 
confined to the anus may be completely cured by the application of nitrate 
of silver in substance as high as it can be passed. The injection of a 
strong solution of this substance does not usually attain (he same end. — 
Med, Times and Oaz., Sept 12, 1863, from Wien AUgem. Med. Zeit, 
No. 43. — Am. Medical Journal. 



DIPHTHERIA. 
Dr. J. West Walker presents {British Med. Journal, May 16, 1863,) 
some interesting views relative to this disease which are worthy of consid- 
eration. He maintains that the true tiature of diphtheria must be very 
different from that hitherto received. " We can no longer," he remarks* 
"consider it to be an acute specific disease, having uniform general and 
local symptoms. The leather-like formation, hitherto held to be the diag- 
nostic sign, at once loses its significance, if it have to be viewed only in the 
light of a complication of nearly every ill that fiesh is heir to ; manifesting 
itself, it is true, only at certain seasons, such seasons being noted for the 
extensive prevalence of zymotic diseases generally." He does not deny 
" that» daring a diphtheritic epidemic, a distinct, and, to a certain extents 
new zymotic diseases may possibly exist, to which the name diphtheria may, 
though rather inaptly, be applied ; all I maintain is, that if such a disease 
do enst, we have no positive symptom by which to recognize it; and that^ 
as £ur AS its general symptoms go, they only represent a condition of blood* 
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poison aoal<^u8 to, though possibly increased in severity over, diseases 
already known — ^presenting differences of degree more than of kind; and 
that the so-called local pathognomonic formation associated, as it is found 
to be, with an endless variety of general symptoms, can no longer be 
employed as a diagnostic sign." 

"If, then,** he adds, **a variety of general diseases, alike only in having 
the common diphtheritic complication, are no longer to be considered as 
one distinct disease to be called diphtheria, the sooner, for all practical pur- 
poses, the name be done away with the better, for it cannot but mislead. 
It conveys not the slightest notion of the true nature of the aflection (or 
affections;) and it renders utterly nugatory all attempts to reduce either 
diagnosis, prognosis, the question of contagion, or the method of treatment,, 
to a scientific basis. Far better would it be to employ the word in all and 
every case generally, no matter what the general symptoms may be, wherein 
the pathc^omonic sign presents itself, only reducing it to the rank of a 
qualifying adjective. We should then speak of cases as diphtheritic, what- 
ever the general symptoms showed the patient to be at the time laboring 
under. We should be induced to study more closely such co-existing mal- 
ady, and not being led away by a name, be more likely to form a correct 
idea of any particular case. 

The theory of the nature of diphtheria, to be induced from the foregoing 
facts and observations, may be briedy stated in the following conclusions, viz : 

1. — ^The characteristic formation is but an external complication, and has 
DO Bpedfic relation to any particular state of system. 

2. — The general symptoms with which this formation is found to be 
associated are most various; ranging from the most trifling malaise to the 
most virulent septicaemia, and extending through the whole class of acute 
specific diseases. i 

3. — Possibly, during the prevalence of a diphtheritic epidemic, there may 
be a distinct general disease, altogether diffe^t from other known diseases; 
but we have no positive evidence on the subject. 

4. — Diphtheria, in the sense in which the word has hitherto been em- 
ployed, is to be looked upon not as one disease, but rather as many diseases 
alike only in being associated with the common characteristic formation. — 
American Journal Medical Sciences, 



BAcrrsRiUMS akd Ttphoid FavBa.— Prof. Sigri has called the attention 
of the Frencl^ Academy to the presence of these infusoria in the blood cf a 
man who died of typhoid fever in the hospital of Sienna. — Lancet^ 
Jan. 2, 1864. 
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ON THE TREATMENT OF ACUTE RHEUMATISM. 
By Dr. Trouas Ihhan, Physician to the laverpool Royal Infirmary. 

I know no fallacy in medicine upon which th^ries have heen built more 
marked than that the sour smelling perspiration is evidence of the elimina- 
tion of a poison, and that the poison eliminated is an acid, and consequently 
that alkalies are the remedies par excellence. The peculiar smell is simply 
the result of decomposition. The theory is as untenable as one founded 
upon the ammoniacal smell of a baby's foul napkin. Only fancy the absurd- 
ity of treating a bad typhus case with some acid because the bed linen 
smelt ammoniacal from the efiect of incontinence of urine and the diffi- 
culty of renewing the sheets frequently ! Yet on precisely similar grounda 
the generally received pathology of acute rheumatism has been based ! 

When such an untenable proposition is h^d by medical professors^ a 
theory so baseless as to prevent the adherence of any one with ordinary 
common seose^ we ought to be more charitably disposed to other theorists 
than we are and have been. But ignorance is always intolerant and wilr 
continue to be, in spite of moralists. 

Since I have adopted Dr. Ree^s suggestion, however, and treated my 
patients with lime-juice alone, the result has been far different. 

During the ten years I have been n hn<$pital physician, I have had under 
my care a hundred cases of acute rhouniatisni, and all of them have been 
treated with lime juice at the rate of eight ounces per day. In five the 
heart has become affected, but in all, the affection has been transitory. 
Not one has left the hospital with a permanent cardiac disease. One 
patient died suddenly ; he had recently had pneumonia as a complication, 
which passed off in two days; be was well enough to sit up in bed, and 
was talking vivaciously, when he suddenly died — no post mortem was 
allowed. 

The average duration of the cases under my care is fourteen days; but 
this is made so high by ten of unusually long duration and great initial 
severity. In one vrry interesting example the duration was due to arti- 
ficial lime-juice having been fraudulently substituted for pure by the drug- 
gist, and being used until I discovered the fraud by the impotency of the 
* medicine : while at the Liverpool Northern Hospital, four days generally 
sufficed for convalescence; and during seven years, only one case lasted fOf 
three weeks. Successive junior house-surgeons, fresh from the London 
Hospitals, as they arrived went through an interesting course of sneers 
doubts and confidence. 
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On being elected to the Liverpool Royal Infirmary, however, the plan 
met no such conspicuous success, and from the region of confidence I was 
myself beaten back into the domains of doubt. 

Thus stood the point: London men, after a trial of the virtue of lime- 
juice, gave a verdict of not proven. The physicians at the Liverpool Royal 
Infirmary, at the very time when I, at the Northern Hospital, was meeting 
with a success which surprised myself, gave the medicine an ample trial* 
and abandoned it as unsatisfactory ; and when I was transferred to the same 
institution, my own experience tallied with theirs. While at the one plaoe 
I saw case after case so bad one day that all motion was impossible and the 
patients crying with the intensity qf their sufferings, and three days after- 
wards walking about the wards apparently quite well ; and this occurred so 
frequently that a duration of a fortnight in the hospital was an extraordi- 
nary occurrence. The sequence of cause and efiect seemed as marked as 
anything could be. If the lime-juice was not used in a sufficient quantity, 
or was old, bad, or fictitious, there was no improvement; but as soon as 
the proper quantity and quality was secured, the restoration was immediate. 
I could as soon doubt the efiicacy of opium in procuring sleep as I could 
the efficacy of lime-juice in curing acute rheumatism. Yet in another part 
of the town, in another institution, I began gradually to lose faith in the 
remedy. The reason of this I cannot as yet make out. It may be that 
there are varieties in disease of which we know little; that the complaint is 
influenced by local circumstances not yet thought of or understood. It 
may be, that, as some epidemics of small-pox are more deadly than others, 
so at one time the cases of rheumatic fever are mild, at others severe. It 
may be that epidemic iufiuenccs vary in their intensity, just as malaria 
does; few now venture to deny the value of quinine in ague, yet every 
physician can recall instances in which it has been apparently useless. 

To demonstrate, if possible, the cau^e of this uncertainty, I have treated 

my patients in a variety of ways. Having heard extraordinary vaunta of 

the value of large doses of carbonate of potash in one of the London 

Hospitals, I determined to test the plan fully. The result was a complete 

failure, and I was forced to the conclusion either that certain symptoms g[Q 

by the name of acute rheumatism, which have no real claim to the titla^^^ 

that experience gained in one locality is useless for another. As the ^^ 

used were in some cases sufficiently large to induce severe purging, there 

could be no doubt that the failure wa? pot attributable to a feeble use of 

ttjedrug. 

yo^ 8, NO. I-^SS, 
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After the carbonate of potash, I gave a full trial to the nitrate, after that 
to quinine^ to opium, to wine, to steel, to cod-liver oil. 

Nor did we omit the use of such simple reroedi&<t as liquor ammonis 
aoetatis, and the still more simple one of pure water. 

From none of these plans have I been able to obtain so satisfactory a 
result as from the treatment by lime-juice alone, although the balance in its 
favor over warmth, comfort, and nutritious diet, without medicine super- 
added, 18 not unvaryingly large. 

The practical effect of the doubt^ therefore, respecting lime-juice is simply 
to modify the belief in the constancy and certainty and celerity of its oper- 
saioD. 

Of its superiority over any other medicine yet administered, I have no 
misgiving. 

The way I employ it is simple ; the patient is directed to take at least 
ei^ht ounces of it in the day, and no other medicament of any kind what- 
ever is used, unless it be opium to procure sleep at night If the skin is 
very white, the tongue much loaded, and the perspiration excessive, two 
drachms of the tincture of sesquichloride of iron is given in addition dur- 
ing the twenty-four hours, and some wine at dinner -time and in the eye- 
ing. If, during the progress of the case, the hands or feet become unusu- 
ally swelled or painful, they are merely wrapped up in cotton wool which 
has been freely sprinkled over with tincture of camphor. 

If the heart become alTected I make no difference in the plan proposed ; 
I continue the lime-juice as if nothing unusual had occurred, with the full 
confidence that the complication will be evanescent, nor have I yet been 
deceived. When this accident occurs, mercury, bleeding, or cupping, seem 
to me to have the effect of aggravating the mischief and of rendering a 
transient complaint a permanent disease. 

Of the modus operandi of lime-juice I can form no idea. Vegetable 
acids, tf, g.y citric or tartaric, are not substitutes for it. Lemon-juice is infe- 
rior to it, though to a very small degree, so that we infer that it is not the 
particular acid which does the good. I have never known it purge, though 
it has seemed to gri{)e occasionally. It acts quietly yet almost certainly, a& 
does arsenic in lepra, qujpa in ag^ue, and colchicum in gout 

This treatment is very simple, and to the patient very pleasant One of 
ita chief advantages i^, that it does not aggravate the extreme debility 
whid^ attends and follows the fever. 

It fy^f^t ^atirek to supersede the system of dfenching, and so comtDonly 
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practiced under the Dotion that a poison had to be eliminated out of, or 
destroyed io, the system. 

I must add, that since the preceding pages were written, I have had 
under my care three unusually protracted cases of acute rheumatism 
attended with extreme debility, total anorexia, and a constant tendency to 
relapse. These gave me opportunity of testing the real value of every 
suggestion hitherto offered, and all drugs proved equally worthless for cure; 
this was at last effected, and suddenly, by simply change of air. 

These cases seemed to unsettle the conclusion already drawn ; to a cer- 
tain extent they do, but that extent is small. We do not lose faith in 
arsenic because many a case of lepra is uncured by it: nor do we have less 
confidence in quina because we see at times a man who is cinchonixed have 
an ague fit; we still believe in mercury, though it often fails to remove 
"secondaries," and we still prescribe opium for the relief of pain, though 
it is powerless to arrest the agonies of gout. 

In fine, we constantly have to confess that we possess no single panacea; 
that disease 'often baffles our best endeavors, and that the most skillful 
physician is but a man after all. 

But though a man he may be a destroyer rather than a helper, and surely 
it 18 something to know how he may certainly escape being the former if 
we cannot invariably be the latter. 

[Ume-juioe may be procured in Liverpool at a shilling the quart bottle. 
It is generally taken out by vessels going long voyages. It is far more 
palatable than lemon-juice.] — London Med. Review, Marchy 1863, p, 458. 
BraUhwaile's Retrospect. 
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STATK BOARD OF EXAMINERS FOR THE DEGREE OF DOCTOR IK 

MEDIOINE. 

We are gratified to aee that the initiative in this measure has been taken 
by the Faculty of the Buffalo Medical College, and most earnestly hope it 
may cause the adoption, in tangible form, of the measure, which if carried out 
will do more for the elevation of the profession than any other reform which 
oonld be suggested. 

At the Annual Meeting of the New York Sute Medical Society, now 
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beiog held in Albany, the following was presented and on motion adopted : 

University of Buffalo, Medical Dxpartmkkt. 
On motion of Prof. Chas. A. Lee, seconded by Prof. James P. White, 
it was 

Rrbolvkd, That the New York State Medical Society be rcquested to appoint a 
conifpittee to consider the expediency of, and to repKirt a plan for, the appointment 
of a State Board of RxaminerR for the degree of Doctor of Medicine, and to report at 
the next nieeti ng of the Society. 

Rksolved, Thnt the same committee be instructed to bring the sabject before tbe 
next meeting of the American Medical A»H>ciation, and that the dele^tee of thi» 
Society be inMrnrted to urge the general adoption of the wime plan in other States of 
the Union. Carried unanimously. 

Thos. F. Roohb8txr» ChairmaD. 
Sand FORD Eastman, Dean of the Faculty. 
Buffalo. Feb. 2d, 1863. 

This is certainly an effort in the right direction, and is exceedingly cred- 
itiible to the institution suggesting it. When tbe graduation of students in 
medicine is wholly separated from the duty of teaching, and an impartial 
Board of Examiners shall decide who shall, and who shall not, reoeii'e the 
degree of Doctor in Medicine, very much will be accomplished for the eleva- 
tion and advancement of the profession. It is striking at the very root of a 
great evil, and will meet with opposition ; indeed, we have no doubt it will 
be overwhelmed in the almost unanimous opposition which it will meet from 
the various institutions now empowered to grant Diplomas. It is a measure 
that Medical Colleges, as such, cannot at present afford to favor, though the 
Professors are more fully sensible of its importance than^any other individ- 
uals. There is no doubt that an impartial Board of Examiners would 
reject, as unprepared for the duties of the medical profession, from one- 
quarter to one-third of the young men who, under the present system of 
graduation are yearly admitted to the practice of medicine. This we believe to 
l>e true, and to be more or less applicable to all places in this country where 
young men are taught the primary branches of medical knowledge, and 
graduate, after ** three years study, and two full courses of lectures, the last 
at this institution.'* The State examiners should receive compensation only 
from the State; should be disconnected from all schools of instruction ; shoold, 
in a word, be wholly impartial. 

It has been claimed that the same was accomplished by the appoint- 
ment of Curators, who are invited to attend the examination of the students 
and vote upon their qualifications; and this docs appear quite satbfactory* 
while in reality it accomplishes nothing. Whoever notices the manner of 
these appointments, the terms of this service and the opportunity afforded 
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to determine the respective merits of individuals, will readily discover that 
in this way the feeblest protection is afforded the open doors of our pro- 
fession, which should be guarded by ever faithful janitors. 

We understand, also, that this plan of appointing Slate Examiners, has 
been considerably perfected by the Institution suggesting it, and that the 
details will be urged upon the consideration of the State Society at its 
present meeting. It appears that the Buffalo Medical College are in earn- 
est in advocating this measure. The competition in medical schools and 
the desire to obtain large classes, has had prejudicial influence upon the 
standard of medical education, and so great has this evil become, that it it 
quita time for commencing a reform. Young men have been encouraged 
to pursue the study of medicine without preliminary preparation, and 
graduated without respectable professional attainment, thus lowering the 
professional standard, and making the degree of Doctor in Medicine a dis- 
grace^ rather than an honor. If this reform, now suggested and urged 
upon the profession by the Medical College in Buffalo, is favored by the 
other colleges in the State, we shall soon be redeemed from the power and 
influence of a system which has disgraced the profession, lowered its stand- 
ard of attainment, reflected obloquy and contempt upon its degree, and 
coma well nigh reducing medicine, as learned and practiced, <<to the level 
of a trade.'' 

It may be thought that we draw this matter in rather high colors, but 
the revelations of modern investigation leave no doubt that a poor doctor is 
vastly worse than none at all I say revelations of modern investigation 
for it was formerly believed that any one who could give some medicine 
was useful in the absence of a physician ; but it has been reserved for the 
physicians of our day to discover, and for the people of our times, in any 
measure to perceive, that medicine, per 8e, is poison, and useful only when 
applied under the direction of an honest, educated, intelligent physician. 
We sincerely hope the profession will sec to it that no other than such are 
hereafter admitted to its ranks. 



Died — In Washington, D. C, February 6th, Dr. William H. Butlxb, of 
this city, who has been connected wiih the army for the past three years 
and with Armory Hospital at the time of his death. Dr. Butler was well 
known to many of our readers, and the present number contains an article 
from his pen. He has been suffering from tuberculosis for some time, and 
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been fully conscious that his time was short. In connection with a recent 
communication for the Journal, he says : ** Change the headings as you 
please, for my life is but for a few days." He preferred to continue in the 
serTice until released by death, and has been a faithful and devoted phy- 
sician, discharging the duties of his office with ability and fidelity up to 
the last days of his life, until failing strength and approaching death pre- 
vented longer service. He was for some time in charge of Union Chapel 
Hospital, in which position he gained great praise for the ability with 
which he discharged his duties. We hear of the sad event just as we are 
going to press, and as there is to be a meeting of the physicians of the city 
to take action upon the occasion, we shall delay further remarks until our 
next issue, when suitable notice will be taken of his death. 



REVIEWS 
Outlines of the Chief Camp Diseases of Vie United States Armies^ cs 
observed during the present War — A Practical Contribution to Mil- 
itary Medicine. Bt Joseph Janvier Woodward, M. D., Assistant 
Surgeon U. S. A,; Member of the Academy of Natural Sciences^ Phil- 
adelphia; of the Pathological Society, Philadelphia, etc^ etc. Phila- 
delphia: J. B. LiFPiNcoTT (& Co., 1868. 

The first chapter is devoted to introductory remarks upon the classifica- 
tion of diseases^ the meaning of terms, etc The second chapter is devoted 
to a consideration of the '^Conditions Determining the Character of Camp 
Di^eases.'^ Section 1st, upon '' Malarial Influence." Section 2d, upon 
« Crowd Poisoning." Section 3d, upon ''The Scorbutic Taint." He says: 
these '* three wide-spread and powerful influences underlie and determine 
the character of by far the majority of camp diseases in America. They 
represent in fact the effect on mau of three categories of conditions— cli- 
mate, mode of life, and food. Intermittent fevers may be named as the 
typical result of the first of these influences; typhus and typhoid fevers of 
the second; scurvy of the third, And these three influences, variously 
combined, will appear continually as determining or modifying condition^ 
if not always as the causes of all the affections considered in this book." 

Chapter iii €amp Fevers, Chapter iv Intermittent Fevers, Chapter ▼ 
Jaundice, Chapter vi Camp Diarrhoea, Chapter vii Camp Measles, Chapter 
viii Catarrh, Chapter ix Pneumonia, Chapter x Pseudo-Rheumatic Affec- 
tions; these constitute the headings under which has been furnished the 
profession a very valuable treatise upon the diseases of the army. The 
author describes the symptoms, pathological conditions, causes and treat- 
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ment with as much miauieness as is compatible with the size of the volume, 
aod we think with an accuracy and truthfulness which could not be sur- 
|NU»ed. The book is evidently designed to be practically valuable to the 
army medical officers, and certainly cannot fail of its object if it is appre- 
ciated as it deserves. 

There is no work devoted especially to a consideration of these topics 
which more deserves the attention of the profession ; to the Army Surgeon 
the work is invaluable, while the physician in civil practice will obtain most 
valuable ideas as to the manner of preventing epidemics, and the causes 
which operate powerfully to produce the most fatal forms of diseases. 
The diseases which prevail in the army are new, or mixed, and the great 
mass of the medical men who treat them, are inexperienced in their care; 
on this account especially will this book be of value to the Army Medical 
8ta£ 

One chief, attraction, as noticed in the volume before us, is the rational and 
common-sense view of medication in these different forms of disease. The 
hygienic conditions necessary for the relief of these diseases are plainly 
indicated. Sufficient room, healthy location, and proper food, constitute 
the staples of treatment in the diseases of the camp; the causes are to be 
removed and the disease will abate. 

This volume contains about 400 pages, and is for sale in this city by 
Breed, Butler & Co. 



A Manual on Extracting Teeth — Founded on the Anatomy of the parts 
involved in the Operation; the kinds and proper construction of the 
instruments to he used; the accidents liable to occur from the operation^ 
and the proper remedies to retrieve such accidents. By Abraham Rob- 
KRT80N, D. D. S., M. D., author of Prize Essay on Extracting TeetK 
etc, Philadelphia: Lindsat <fe Blakiston, 1863. 

We have in this little book all that physicians care to know about the 

medical or surgical treatment of the teeth. The instruments most proper 

to use in extracting teeth are described and represented, as well as some 

which never should be used for such purpose. Physicians in the cities and 

laiger towns have for the most part given up this branch of business into 

the hands of the dentists, yet it is well for all physicians to understand 

when teeth should be removed, and the use of instruments suitable for 

making such operations; their opinions are often asked, and they should be 

competent to give an enlightened answer. This book affords all desired 

ji)forii|atjon upon U^e Important subject of the teetl^, 
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BOOKS AND PAMPHLETS RECEIVED. 
A Treatise on Pharmacy, By Edward Pari3h. Philadelphia . 
Blanchard & Lea; 1864. 

The Medical Formtdary, Br Benjamin Elus, M, D. Philadelphia: 
Blanchard <& Lea; 1864. 

The Nervous and Vascvlar Connection between the Mother and Fcstus 
in Utero. By John O'Reilly, M. D., F. K C. S. L New York: 
Robert Craiohead; 1864. 

Eleventh Annual Meeting for years 1861, '2 and '3 of the Illinois State 
Medical Society, held at Jacksonville May 5, 1863. Chicago: Geo. 
H. Fergus; 1863. 

Tenth Annual Report of the Trustees of the State Lunatic Hospital ct 
Taunton, October, 1863. Boston: Wright & Potter; 1864. 

Death: Its Economy and Beneficence, An Address delivered before the 
Medical Class of the University of Vermont^ Tuesday evening^ June 
9th, 1863| by Henry M. Seely, M. D. Burlington; 1863. 

The American Journal of Insanity^ edited by the Medical Officers of the 
New York State Lunatic Asylum. January, 1864. Utica, N. Y: 
CuRTiss & White ; 1 864. 



Annals of the Medical Society of the County of Albany from 
1860. — J. Munsell, of Albany, proposes to publish, if a subscription of 100 
copies can be obtained, the Minutes of th^ Albany County Medical Society, 
from the period of its organization, duiiii<r about half a century, embracing 
all which has been preserved that relates to its history and progress. The 
work will aleo contain biographical TiMiees of deceased members, and will 
be a desirable volume to all who foel an interest iu matters pertaining to 
their profession which have transpired in that vicinity, and in which many 
of them have been identified. 

The work will be edited by Dr. S. D. Willard, and will contain about 
300 pages in octavo; it will be printed on good paper and bound in cloth, 
at $2 50. 

Those who desire copies upon the above terms, payable on delivery, are 
requested to forward their names. 

Chromo lithographic Eyeground. — The next number of the American 
Journal of Ophthalmology is to coniain a chroinolithographic view of the 
eyeground. We have received a B}>eciinen of the representation, and 
regard it as very beautiful. Those who are paying attention to the dis- 
eases of the eye, will be greatly interested in it. We have no doubt the 
representation is truthful and correct, though we are frank to confess that 
the vessels, optic nerve, etc, are better defined in the picture than we have 
ever been able to obtain them in the livipg subject, liope wq ma^* ge^ 
clearer bereaft^ri 
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ART. L — On ffcematocele retro-uterina, by Dr. Bud. Ferher in Ham- 
hurg; transhied from the German by H. Lassiko, M. D., New York, 

For the Buffalo Medical and Sorsleal Jeurnal. 

Regarding ibis peculiar disease there have been latterly many investiga- 
ti<mB, particalarlj in France, the combined results of which appear to be of 
iotereftt. For our present treatise we have taken for a basis the detailed 
treatise which A, Voiein first published as a thesis and afterwards as a 
monograph. (De Th^matoc^le r^tro-ut^rine et des ^panchemente sanguins 
non<«ttkjst& de la cavity periton^ale du petit bassin, consid^rte comme 
acddents de la fuenytruation, par Aug. v. Paris, 1860, v. Masson, 8, viii 
368 pp.) The views of several other authors upon the same subject ar^ 
introduoed in their proper places. Voisin begins with a historical introduc- 
tion, which he divides into two periods, from the earlier times to Nislaton, 
(1850,) and from him, (who first gave an accurate definldon of retro- 
uterine hematocele) down to the latest observations. Although there are 
exceptional cases, in which haematocele is found anterior to and lateral to 
the uterus^ Voisin retains the original name of Nelaton. He describes 
a retno-nterine hsematocele as an encysted sanguinous effusion into the 
peritoneal cavity of the small basin between the uterus and the rectum, 
(that iB^ the plica douglasii.) Haematocele according to his view is always 
consequent upon a disturbance of the menstrual function, and therefore 
always involves one of the organs which take part in the production of 
this secretion, namely the uterus, fallopean tubes or ovaries. All hsemor- 
rbiges arifliog fi;om any blood vessel not belonging to this region are to be 
exctaded, Eflinions between the lig-lata are not to be included, as they 
VOL 3, NO. 8 — 36, 
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may arise from other cauaea, particularly exertions of any kind. Voitm 
calls tbese thrombies. The vessels from which in this case the hssmorrbage 
arises^ according to the anatomical proofs of Vaisin are in no way eon* 
nected, with those which supply the above named organs. Also of the 
non-encysted sanguineus efi'usions into the peritoneal cavity of the small 
basin he has only considered those which are connected with the catameniae^ 

A narrower boundary line is drawn by nearly all the other authors.. 
Dr. Albert JPueeh (Joum. de Bruz, xxzi, pp. 44, sq. Juillet — Nov. 1860,^ 
understands by the term lisBmatocele, which he divides according to its 
location as retro, pro, and latero-uterine, a tumor internal or external to the 
peritoneum arising from an efiusion of blood in consequence of a lesion of 
one or more of the organs appertaining to the uterus. He claims that it ia 
developed as well during as after the menstrual period, and even poeribl j 
during pregnancy. Trousseau (L^Union mM 153-155, 1861,) also ace^ta 
the theory of an intra and extra peritoneal haematocele, and designates aa 
main groups, an "hematocele ovarienne," and ** hematocele tubure or cata- 
m6niale," Dr. T. Oallard (Arch, g^n^r 6 S^r. xvi, p. 385, sq. Oct, Nov., 
Dec 1860.) applies to those haemorrhages which result from a functional 
disturbance of the sexual organs the term of "hematocele spontan^e;^ and 
a sanguineus dischaige consequent upon trauma or a mechanical hindrance 
he calls a " hematocele chirurgicale." He denies the direct influence of 
menstruation. Also the bloody cysts he counts as a frequent first stage of 
the haemorrhage spoken of among hsematoceles. In his view the effusions 
can take place within as well as without the peritoneum. 

Of the same view is Prof. (7. Brann of Yienoa, (Wiener med. Woch- 
enschrift xi, 28, 29, 30, 34, 35, 1861.) He describes that which he calls 
"haematocele extra nterina,** as an extravasation of blood in the surround- 
ings of the uterus, an enclosure of this in a cyat and a consequent forma- 
tion of a larger or smaller tumor which crowds itself down into the poste- 
rior, or lateral and sometimes alsq in the anterior, laquear and Hinder cer- 
tain conditions appeara. 

According to Dr. Alfred Hegar at Darmstadt, finally, (Mon. Schrift f. 
Geburtsk. xvii, p. 418, Juni, 1861,) we have now reached so far that we 
call all sanguineus effusions in the female pelvis by the name of haematocele 
peri-uterina. In. extra peritoneal effusions the peritoneum is either only 
lifted up or its folds separated, or it may even be torn loose from the 
uterus. By a rupture of the peritoneum, according to Puech, the external 
haamorrhagic effusion can become intra-peritoneal. Extra-peritoneal haema- 
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toeele ftooordiog to Hegar has as a boundary below, the pelvic fasciae, with 
tbiiis ooDDected the fascia transv, abd. and iliaca, for this reason sangain- 
oucfftiaiona in the fossa iliaca below the peritoneum can descend to the 
Ws peir. The term thrombus, is now rather more confined to sanguin« 
oueflfnaions below the fascia pelr^ which are mostly situated around the 
Taginal canal. ; 

FMstn distinguishes two forms of retro-uterine hsmatooele; the simple^ 
where the effused blood is entirely re-absorbed, and the complicated, where 
the blood is decomposed and mostly seeks an outward passage. Unen- 
c;8tad hssmorrhagesy etc., divides into active and passive; both of which 
leldom occur. After a review of the different theories regarding the 
origin of retro-uterine hematocele^ of which we will speak hereafter.— 
Voisin turns to aetiology. As pre-disposing causes he mentions in particu- 
lirthe period between the 21st and 40th year of age, the time of the 
gvestest activity of the generative system in the female; the compoai- 
tion of the blood, particularly the increase and decrease of the quan- 
tity of fibrin; menstruation, in 25 cases, this had commenced between 
the 14th and Idth years in the majority, of 13 women 9 menstruated reg- 
ularly, 4 irregularly, in 17 cases 9 were always very profuse, 4 normal, in 
4 dota were passed, in 10 was accompanied by pain, the duration varied 
considerably. Again, obstinate constipation, by the pressure of the bowels 
filled with hardened faeccee can produce the formation of varicose veins in 
the 1%. lat. The formation of hsematocele is also favored, as already men- 
tioned, by the several diseases of the circulation, particularly the acute 
ezanthemaea. It was observed in purpura, icterus gravis, scarlatina, mor- 
hiilaeB and variola. Barlow, Simpson, M» Helie, Laboulhene, and others, 
found the hsmorrhages confined to the tubes without any effusion into the 
peritoneum. Scanzoni and Barlow, uppn the other hand, observed the 
actual supervention of a bloody tumor in the peritoneal sac Trousseau 
calls this species cadiectic hsematocele. As motor causes, Voisin observed, 
thst in 10 patients, in whose cases the first symptoms coincided with men-^ 
Btniation, 7 had had coitus during or one day after menstruation. As a 
caoae of nonencysted sanguineus effusions, a rough exercise of the sexual 
act is particularly enumerated. According to ChUard, coitus, even without 
any excess^ ha^ at least as great if not a greater influence upon the origin 
of the diseases as the menses, for if these were the principal aetiological 
csumb, the disturbance produced must necessarily be observed at the first 
appearance of menstruation, that is between the 15th and 18ih year, but^ 



Dol in the 80tli year. According to OaUard corporeal exertioii of every 
oatare will readily serre as a cause, particalarly the rupture of a Teasd; also 
dniiig menstruation it may be caused by an irregular contraction cfi the 
Mopian tubes whereby the ova and blood therein contained is expeUed 
inio the peritoneal sac Also mental emotions may cause thisw Ibgar 
mentions a case of a girl 18 ybira of age, where a severe cold was the 
caiue. i^cA' gives us a similar case, but baematocele appeared much more 
rapidly in this case. 

As the most frequent cause, however, we may neverthdess consider the 
sezuai excitement during coitus. The erection of the clitoris is always 
aoo^mpanied by a consideraUe turgescenoe of the veins of the clitoris uteviia 
and ovariae, by which as well during as after menstruation the diqMoeitieii 
to A rupture of a vessel is considerably increased. 

Of many different kinds are the theories relating to the ort^n of the 
iaiigttinous tumor in the neighborhood of the uterus. The noajority of the 
ofaaervers acknowledge as a principal cause an organic disturbance of the 
ovariM or a functional disturbance of the tubes. Many admit exdusively 
the one or the other of these origins. For instance, Iftlaton, Jknonml- 
lkr8^ Huptier Lemnr and Laugier look at the ovftrinm as the source of 
the disease, and this at the time of ovulation, without any primary diseaae 
of the oigan and outside of this period with preoediog disease. Againrt 
thii^ IVouBseau, in page 68, asserted that the mucous membrane of the 
faUo{»an tubes alone is to be considered the source. Now he has chained 
his views, and with Pueck, Vamn, Bemutz and OaUardj admits a multi- 
ple aetiology of hsematocele. Nevertheless, each one of these invesliga- 
tors tries to put one or the other of these theories into the front renk, and 
discussion has therefore not yet ended, Voinn^ who has subjected all the 
diflSnent views to a stringent review in his work, claims three di&rani 
causea for the' condition known by him as hsematocele retro-uterina : a con- 
gestion of the ovarian follicles and consequent hsemorrhage occurring 
during menstruation, the re-flow of the blood from the uterus into the tubes 
and peritoneal sac, and a hemorrhage of the tubes^ Hsematocele, thete- 
(on, is only the result of such sanguineus effusions which arise from the 
muieons membrane of the uterus and tubes, and from the membrana 
propria^ of the Graflkn follicles, a co-eziMient menstruation and Iho 
accompanying inci'eased afflux of blood are always presumed to be present 
In the normal state, the ovarian follicles are capable of effusing a certain 
quamtity of blood at the moment of the expulsion ,of the ovum. A^ 
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iomtabbeoDditiaii for tho origin of an hsBmatocelti^ is a prerioiu disease of 
Ibe oigso. If t^ oonsisto in the enlargeinent of one op more foUidcs, the 
addacting veisels also become hjpertrophied and produce a more active 
(nculatioQ and a disposition to hasmorrhage. Analogoua to haemorriiages 
fitm other mucous membranee^ a haemorrhage may also arise ftoa^ the 
mucous membranes of the tubes; a predisposition to this we find in the 
physioiogieel sanguinous evacuation during menstruation. But aa oaiy 
two cases produced an encysted sanguinous extravasation in the peritoBeiim» 
it ia pioven that the haemorrhages of the tubes cannot be consideved aa the 
0Bly> nor even as the most frequent cause {Puech). Finally, nndw certain 
eifsamstanoesy the blood effused into the uterine cavity may M-fiow into 
the tttbes; to do this/there must be an obstruction to the expulsion of the 
blood through the canal The only cause which appears possible, to Fommi 
for hemorrhages during menstruation, is flexion of the uterus. Of this 
Uad, however, there haa as yet been but one reliable case observed by 
TVoMMeoti. All other authom nearly, include herewith all those oases in 
wUoh • hereditary or accidental atresia of the uterus or vagina are preseat, 
or wiMie an ocdasion from co9^[ulum in consequence of excessive meaatm- 
ation or metrorrhagia supervened. TrouideaUf in conjunction with Vd* 
pMu, observed a case of this kind. 

We ought, also^ to refer here to the observations of Atankani and 
Jhusif where there was imperforation of the os; also the case of i>Mif9 
where there was a uterus and double vagina without eztenuil orifice. 

Trou8Hau adopts as principal varieties of haematooele the "accidental'' 
ovarian, hasmorrhage^ with primary disease of the oigao, and the "cata. 
menial " hemorrhage of the tubes, without change in these. Hia reasoning 
is briefly as following: The diseased ovarium* or a therein contained 
blood cyst, requires an opportune cause in order to burst, and to effaae 
blood into the peritoneal sac. As causes^ we find in addition to all soils 
of kebns also^ but not exclusivly, menstruation. This form is the more 
seldom. The principal cause of haemorrhage of the tubes^ on the conliaiy, 
is menstruation, which, according to the experiments of Rouget, necessitates 
a ooosiderable hyperaemia of the mucous membrane of the ducts» Bnt^ aa 
haMiMHThagcs from mucous membranes require for their origin only a ood- 
geation (or even only a change in the blood,) and not a disease of the 
elemeatft composing the membrane, the tubes, in consequence of the fre- 
quent nM»tor causes, (monthly ^ux of blood,) are the most usual soureea 
of haemitooele. Pu$eh also considers haemorrhage of the tabes in the flmi 
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rank. The view of Tardieu, who considered the peritoneal veMeb aa 
Boarces of the haemorrhagee, is admitted by TnntBseau in caxdnomatoaa 
or taberculooB peritonitis. 

It onlj remains for us to refer to the.theory of OaUard (originally thai 
of Viqi»e$^) which is: the o?um at each menstmation differs in nothing 
from the condition m which it is found at beginning gravidity. The 
mechanism by which an hematocele peri-uterina arises, differs therefore in 
nothing from that, under the influence of which an extra uterine concep- 
tion is formed. An hsematocele peri-uterina always appears then where a 
graviditas eztra-uterina may show itself. The separation and dewent of an 
impregnated ovulum pre-disposes more to an hsematocele than the same 
process with an unimpregnated ovulum. OaUard^ by this ' hypothesis^ 
claims to have explained all those which he calls spontaneous hsematocelee^ 
and lays the highly seldom occurrence of oval residues, either to the im- 
mense difficulties of discovering such, or to the careless researches of the 
observers. Among the chinirgical hsematoceles, he includes those which 
arise from trauma ulceration and rupture of the coats of a vessel, or re-flow 
of the blood. Voiain proves this theory to be untenable, yet it is possible 
that an apoplexy of an ovum dcpoeite intra*uterities may produce a sanguin- 
eus tumor, to which fact Braun also calls attention. 

The symptoms of hasmatoeele retro-tUerina, independent of the entirely 
unobserved passive smaller extravasations, the residues of which form a 
much more frequent and unexpected subject of observation at autopsies, in 
the main, according to Yoisin, a peritonitis arising from perforation with 
hsemorrhagic exudations. First we find an intense pain which, with the 
least pressure or the slightest movement, is much increased ; this is located 
in the pelvic cavity, and is said to resemble hibor pain& During the pro- 
gress of the disease, the pain is increased at each menstruadon. At first 
even there is formed a tumor in the pelvic cavity, which rises more or less 
towards the umbilicus, and is generally more voluminous in the right 
hypogastric region than in the left, and may extend itself to the iliac fossa* 
The sound upon percussion over the same is dull During its first stage 
the tumor is soft and fluctuating^ later, of variable firmnesa^ and, at timei^ 
becomes again fluctuating. By the touch we can plainly feel the tumor, 
the 08 is forced forward, the rectum flattened backward. The walls of the 
vagina are extended, the lower part of the same is generally occupied by 
the tumor, which, to the extent of eight inches, advances towards the on* 
fioium vulvse. Micturition and defaecation are performed with diflScolty. 



HJEICATOOXLX, RBTBO-UTXRIITA, BT H. LABBIKO, M. D, . 287 

Hie tamor* by pressure upon the pelvic nerves and vessels, may produce a 
oorr e spondiDg pain i^nd oedema of the extremities. The general symptoms 
are those of a peritonitis combined with those of an internal haemorrhage* 
Clinically, according to Bream and the other authors, there is no deviation 
between the symptoms of an intra and extra-peritoneal hsematocele. ^^etj 
different and aggravated disturbances may be produced by sanguineus 
tumors in the course of, a gestation or even a parturition. Brau/ii bases 
the following condusioa^t upon several observations: Haematocele may 
produce a dangerous obstacle to parturition and a dimunition of the diame- 
ters; hematocele retrouterina may occur with accompanying prolapsus of 
the vaginal membrane; the sanguineus tumors may (during parturition) be 
immovable, if they expand in the retro-peritoneal redoublications of the 
uterus or of the vagina, or as intra peritoneal tumors have grown fast to 
these or even may remain movablo if they are seated in the broad liga- 
ments of the womb, the ovaries or the fallopian tubes. 

The course of non-encysted sanguineus efTusion is very acute, death 
mostly supervenes in about twelve hours. On the contrary, the course of 
an luenoatocele is very different Sometimes it appears with great violence, 
and at other times we have only the appearance of a sub-acute morbid 
action, and sometimes it passes entirely unobserved. Mostly we find the 
tumor at the commencement has attained its full growth in a few cases. A 
growth of the same was observed during menstruation. OaUard, on the 
contrary, has observed a considerable diminution at this period. Generally, 
it soon acquires a hard consistency, and the fluctuation gradually disap- 
pears. The effused blood separates into serum and fibrin ; both are grad- 
ually iA)8orbed, or the latter decomposes, commingles with an exudation 
supplied by the peritoneum, and thus forms a mass resembling current- 
jelly, which finally forms its way out. In duration, it differs very much. 
Generally, according to Puech, extra peritoneal effusions run a more rapid 
course than those intra peritoneal; also the smaller are quicker than the 
larger. Fatal results, c6mpared to recovery, seldoin occur. 

.If the effusion is left to nature it may have the following results: (a) 
re^ibeorption ; {b) discharge through the rectum, vagina or into the perito- 
neal sac; {e) dispersion. Dr, F. Bockelmann^ of Bremen (Wi^n. Med. 
Halle I 20, 1061) gives us a very accurate description of the local changes 
just pointed out as resulting from a sanguinous extravasation. The thick- 
ened mass is often very slowly re-absorbed, and therefore we can feel the 
tumor for a long time at least from the vagina. The decomposition and 



iSS HiEMJlTOeSLX, RSTRO-UTXBIVA, BT H. LABSIHG, M. D. 

fornuKtioii of piM is genendlj a very bad oomplieation; it may QndonbtMlly 
tntteraJIy abreviate the duration of the disease; bat on die otber hand, give 
origin to very imminent dangers. Aocordiog to^ Pueeh diN^haiges took 
plaoein 46 cases as follows: 4 through the vagina, in which the result! 
wdre always favorable,. the extravasation disappeared after 24 to 48 honiBi 
1>ut aiso lasted in one, 8 to 14 days; in two cases discharge took place at 
tWodiflferent periods, separated by a considerable interval; ten times through 
^ the rectutn, less fkvorable, including three deaths, and lasting in some caaes 
over a month ; five times into the peritoneal cavity, all fatal. All these cases 
occurred without the interference of art, and of the others 22 recovered by 
re-ibeorption. 

Ilegafding the diagnottie points, which of course mainly rest upon the 
before mentioned symptoms, Voisin again refers to its intimate relation 
with menstruation. He rejects an exploring puncturing, but Bravn con- 
siders this an important means of diagnosis from ovarian tumors. This 
author considers it very difficult to distinguish between an efi^usiofli within, or 
without the peritoneum. The circumstances under which displacement of 
tb^ OS may take place have not been sufficiently ascertained to make this a 
diagnostic point Equally difficult does Voidn consider the diagnosis 
between this and abcess. Voisin also gives a few points of distinction 
between haematocele and ovarian cysts, extra-uterine gestations, uterine 
fibroids, retroversion and retroflexion^ of the uterus, varices of the lig. lata^ 
thrombus, accumulation of faeces in the rectum. Broun mentions that in 
hsematocele h ere is no appearance of any secretion of milk, which might 
assist in diistinguishing from gravidity. 

The pathological condition in hsematocele retro-uterina is generatly as 
foHowB : The quantity of the effused blood aver^es frnm 6 to 40 ounces. 
Bladder, rectum and vagina are involved, their walls frequently perforated, 
in other cases only thinned; these fistulous openings are generally obstructed 
by dots, the uterus by adhesions is pulled aside or enti'rely turned upon its 
axis. The uterus is frequently very voluminous, its walls softened, or 
infiltrated with blood. 

The prognom in cases of non-encysted haBmonbages is very unfavorable. 
In hzematocele, no matter how it terminates, we must always expect 
peritonitis and internal haemorrhage. 

The lr«a<m«nnn the larger effusions consists in the observance of the 
most absolute rest, the application of ice to the abdomen, and sinapisms to 
the lipper extremities. In hsematooele the treatment is either chiruigical. 
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that i^ AD opening either by ponoturation or inciaioo is indicated* or medieal) 
emoOient pouluces to the abdoaion autip dogiaties aody wbere pottiUe 
(ooioi^ 

Pttoeturation, according to Melaion^ is performed with a trooar throngk 
the fagin% and the opening may be enlarged by a bietoary. BionmrumA 
another method. According to Puech statistics speak against the operation^ 
as in 14 cases there were five deaths, divided as follows : 

resulted in a cure. 

resulted in a cure. 

reeuUed fatally. 

resulted fatally. 

resulted fatally. 

resulted fatally. 

Voisin considers internal treatment for the one alone generally applicable » 
by which he has only 5 deaths to 20 cures. To promote re-abaorptioo 
Braun recommeuds inunction with iodine dissolved in glycerine. Generally 
the internal treatment is of course the same as that in circumscribed peri* 
tonitib and internal haemorrhage. 

VoUin closes his monograph with a relation of 36 cases and a plate of 
an hematocele retro uterina andit^relation to the neighboring organs. 
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ART. II. — Address by J. A. Petkrs, M. D., before the Erie County Med- 
ical Society at its Annual Meeting, ^ 
[Published by rote of the Soelety.] 

Mr, President and Oentlemen: 

I had hoped, as you undoubtedly did, that the orator for the occasion^ 
(Dr. Mackay,) would be able to regale us at this time from his varied stores 
of knowltidge and experience, but he has been unable so to do, and I am 
compelled to appear in his stead. Under these circumstances, quite as 
unpleasant to me as to you, I have tried, to the best of my ability, to per* 
form the task set me in an acceptable manner, and I hope the attempt may 
be received with indulgence^ if it do not merit your approbation. \ 

It is certainly neither new nor startling to assert that there are fashions 
in medicine as in nearly everything else, and that, to a certain extent, they 
tend to re-produce themselves. As a pendulum when forced far to one side 
of the perpendicular, flies just as far to the opposite side, and then, passing 
through shorter and shorter arcs, finally settles in the perpendicular; so the 

YOL, 8, HO. 8-S-S7. 
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Riind of mm, forced, either in religion, aeienoe, or pditios, from that centre 
in which Truth lies, is iodined to fly to the opposite extreme, and k k 
only by constant endeavors, and unwearied labor, that it settles upon the 
troth. . In nothing is this more clearly shown than in the various modes 
which have had their rise, decline, and fall in the domain of Therspeutics* 
Not \eTj many years ago, physicians, armed with the kncet in one hand, 
and a formidable array of anti-phlogistics in the other, waged a gaerrilla 
warftire upon nearly evQry form and phase of disease. Later, howe^er^ 
they seem to have retired from the list of active combatants, and to have 
become subordinates to the vis medieatrix natura, whoever or whatever 
that may be; and while they << sustained and supported" the patient watched 
the fluctuations of the combat with philosophical eye. Was this beeause 
they had learned that all diseases arise from a common morbid action which 
tends to lower vitality, or was it simply the recoil of the peodnlam ? I 
fear the latter; let us hope, however, that through shortening arcs wo are 
finding the truth. 

This end is to be achieved, not by empirical reasoning on the post ergo 
propter principle, from ever so well ascertained facts, but by the careful 
collating and comparing of clinical results, with the ascertained truths of 
physiological science, in order that, so far as in us lies, we may find out the 
reason why we give a remedy, and the mode whereby it produces its effect; 
and this result must be equally distant from, and indebted to, the routinism 
of the mere practitioner, and the theorizing ofUhe mere physiologist 
And in proportion as this is honestly and fearlessly done by every physician 
for himself, accor(jling to his abilities, and opportunities, just in that propor- 
tion will the tendency to fashions in the profession be done away with, and 
just so much the sooner will Truth be arrived at If we permit ourselves 
to see through other men^s eyes, hear through their ears, and think with 
their brains, if we do not, on the contrary endeavor to form our own ideaa, 
though with all due humility, we are recreant to the cause of Truth in 
Science, a cause which we are bound, as members of a learned profession 
to uphold to our utmost ^ 

Three questions must be answered in regard to every medicine before we 
can be considered to use it understandingly : / 
I. — What effect does it produce on the system! 
II, — How does it produce this effect ? 
III. — What are its therapeutical uses? 



Ib tlut (wper I parpoae eDdeavoriog to answer these queetiona^ as ap^ied 
to Quinine* aeoording to my belief. 

Fiist» lheD» What is the effect of Qainine on the sjstein f 

The answer, if we seek to go no farther than its claaBification, is ready 
to ottr hands-Ht is a tonic and an anti- periodic. But names are of use in 
seienoe only when they convey, not when they cover up ideas^ and therefore 
we must be shre we understand dearly what sort of action is implied by 
tbeie two terma^ and it is just here that we find ourselves, if we examine 
the authorities afloat on a sea of conjecture and theory. But it is not 
neeessary, in order to define these terms with sufficient accuracy to answer 
oar present purpose, to enter very deeply into the discussion. In regard to 
the term '^nti-periodic'' no difficulty is experienced, every one understand- 
ing it to be a medicine given with a view to remove the element of periodi* 
city in diseaact but the former term ^Honic,** has been variously defined 
by diflkrent authors. Headland, (Action of Medicines, p. 159) restricts the 
term tonic to the bitter principles of vegetables, a<id maintains that they 
act by adding some needed element to the blood. Dr, Wood (Dispensa- 
tory) defines them to be medicines ''which moderately and permanently 
exalt the energies of all parts of the system, without necessarily producing 
any apparent increase of the healthy actions." Dunglison ranks them as 
''medicines which have the power of exciting slowly, and by insensible 
degrees, the organic actions of the different systems of the animal economy 
-*-and of augmenting t|^ir strength in a' durable manner,** But without 
entering into the minutise of the difinition, I prefer to leave the term to 
that general definitioji which every man has, more or less clearly in his mind. 
We all recognize a quality termed totu in the system in health, and are at 
no loss to determine when it is absent in disease, precisely of what it consists 
la of minor importance in this place. Let us then define a tonic to be a 
medicine which has the power of restoring tone to the enfeebled system^ 
and proceed to consider, 

IL — How does Quinine produce its effects on the system ? 

And here we get if possible a greater variety of answers than to our 
former question. Says one author, it acts by adding something which is 
wanting to the blood ; another considers that it acts on the nervous system 
aa a stimulant, anbther, that it acts as a catalytic, inducing changes in the 
blood; and a {ourth thinks it may act in all these way& Some say that it 
mcreaaes the tonic, or contractile power of the rouacles; others that it is a 
•adative to the nerves; some that it acts on the cerebro-spinal centres; otheii 
the ganglionic system, and so on, and on, and on. 
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It leems to me» however, that we mutt believe it to aot io ooe of two 
modes, t. e., either upon the blood, or upon the nervous system. It may 
act upon the blood in three ways^ as a depurative, eliminatiDg from the Uood 
some foreign and deleterious element; as a catalytic, inducing by its preeence 
some change in the ooDstituUon of the blood ; or as a restorative, adding to 
the blood some needed ingredient of which it has been deprived by 



I cannot satisfy myself that we have any evidence beyond conjecture and 
assertion, to prove that Quinine has any power over the blood as a dcpora- 
tive, or as a catalytior-medicines which act in that way not usually being 
tonics^ in the true sense of the word, and without further argument I think 
it may be assumed that, if Quinine acts on the blood at all, it does so in the 
way bst nameil, t. e. as a restorative. 

If it act on the nervous system it must produce either a stimulant or a 
•sedative effect; both have been alleged in regard to it, both are supported 
by many facts, and it seems to me that both may be true. Instanoes are 
not wanting of other medicines which act as stimulants to the cerebro-epinal 
centres in certain doses, becjoming sedatives when given in iuci-eaaed quan- 
> titles, indeed, I am not sure* that this is not generally the effect of a stim- 
nJant pushed beyond a certain point. Bat I shall have occasion to refer 
aj^ain to %\m question, and merely saying that in my judgment the action 
of Quinine is either produced in the blood as a restorative, or on the nervous 
system as a stimulant, I shall proceed to enquire w^ich of these theories is 
correct. 

- And first, let us glance at the phenomena produced by its administration, 
so that we may judge whether the first or the second of these hypothesea 
wi!l best account for them. I do not refer to the ultimate or general efi'ecft 
on the system, for which we give the remedy, but to the immediate and 
transient effects which mark the mode and direction of its action. The«e 
are, a sense of warmth at the epigastrium, and a general glow which grad- 
ually diffuses itself over the whole system. Under certain circumstances 
the hearts action is increased, and the brain stimulated alm«»t to dHiriuro ; 
a sense of dizziness is experienced, a ringing in the ears as if of a chime 
of bells, and sometimes a temporary deafness. Again, under favorable 
drcomstances a sedative effect is produced, and sleep follows its action. Ail 
these phenomena may not be observed 4n every case, but i|iore or less of 
tbsm take pbu:e whenever quinine is administered either in health or 
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Now tbeac effects have been said to mark the aotion of Quinine as an 
irritent poison, by thoee who maintain that it acts only on the blood, but I 
eannoi find any reason for ranking it among irritant poisons, except the 
knot that in certain states of the stomach it produces, or increases, irritation 
of that organ, a property which exists in many other articles certainly not 
poisons. On the oiher hand, they seem clearly to me to indicate that a 
stimulant effect has been produced on the nervous system ; and I have 
known instances where Quinine has been taken for its stimulant effect in 
health. The lamented Dr. Wilcox, late a member of this Society, was 
aocnstomed so to take it when undergoing severe exposure to wet or cold, 
dedaring that it *' keyed him up" and made him ''feel warm." 

If Quinine act only as a restorative to the blood, then its action should 
be slow and almost imperceptible, and no direct effect on the nervous sy»- 
tem, and no perceptible effect on a healthy man trhould be produced. We 
ghre iron in antemia, because we know the blood to be deficient in that 
metal, and we hope to restore it, and we all know at how slow a rate the 
process of restoration goes on. W bile this tlieory might not be incredible 
if confined to the action of Qui cine as a tonic, it hardly seems reasonable 
when we are asked to believe that it may be absorbed with such great 
rapidity as it must be in cases of periodical disease, so as to limit an ague, 
lor instance to a single paroxysm. Nor have we any proof beyond conjee- 
tare that c[uioine can replace any iogredieut of the blood. We are told 
that in debility there is a deficiency of taurine in the blood, Quinine resem- 
bles taurine in its ultimate chemical composition; Quinine cures debility, 
hence Quinine replaces taurine in the blood. It is also conjectured that the 
•sme pathological condition exists in all the diiieases wherein Quinine is 
applicable, hence that is the way in which the remedy always acts. To me 
I confess, notwithstanding the high authority by which it is supported, this 
reasoning looks very ntuch like a non sequitur. It should not be fbrgotten 
that identity of chemical composition, in .substances of organic origin, is 
very for from implying identity of organic composition, or of physiologicai 
uaa Nor does it seem likely to be true that any of the ingredients of the 
blood can be replaced by other substances resembling them. 

Quinine is given with good effect in all cases of debility, and in all dis* 
eftses which depend for their cause on malaria. Now we must believe that 
io all these diseases we have the same pathological condition, which condi- 
tion consists in a certain deficiency of the blood, to be supplied by Quimne^ 
or else the remedy must act through some other channel. 
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An attempt baa indeed been made to reconcile tbe conflicting theories bj 
suggesting that both may be trae, that Quioioe may isct at one time as a 
restorative to the blood, and at another as a stimulant to the nervoas sys- 
tem, but notwithstanding this idea has been supported by high anthority, I 
cannot bring myself to believe that a medicine ever acta at ditferent tiiBee« 
in modes inconsistent with one another. Examples are numerous of diflbrent 
efecU being obtained by giving the rame medicine in different doses, but 
that is very far froni implying a radical difference in its mode of action at 
dififerent times. I doubt whether we have any sufficient proof that, in all 
these diseases, the same condition of the blood exists, nor do I allege that 
a condition of the nervous system, common to them all, is absolutely proven; 
but it seems quite as reasonable to suppose that the same general condition 
of the nervous system is to be found, in a greater er less d^ree, in them 
all, and is met by the same remedy acting in a uniform and consistent man- 
ner. Quinine can be readily supposed to so stimulate the nervous system 
in diseases of debility, as to increase the physiological activity of the vari- 
ous oigans of the body, causing more nourishment to be assimilated, and 
so curing the debility. And this view certainly tallies more nearly with its 
effects in diseases of malarial origin. For in all these diseases we certainly 
have a powerful impression produced on the nervous system, and it is a 
curious and interesting study to watch, in a large body of men exposed to 
the same malarious influences, the various grades of affections in- 
duced, from congestive fevers to mild neuralgis. Nay, we may often 
witness most, or all of these, in the same individual, A man who is 
attacked, in a malarial locality, with a severe intermittent, will very oftea 
find it become, on removing to a healthier atmosphere, a periodic nenraJgia. 
Whatever may be the pathological eflect of malaria in the blood, I believe 
that it produces a powerful depressing effect on the nervous system 
(whether the ganglionic or the cerebro-spinal, I shall not stop to inquire^) 
and that Quinine cures the disease by producing a counter-impression, whlcfai 



enables the system to resisrt, and finklly to triumph over the morbid 
Very often an attack of intermittent consists of but one paroxysm, the 
prompt administration of the alkaloid preventing its rc-appearauce, and I 
cannot believe that a deficiency in the blood of any one of its elements can 
be supplied in bo short a time, while it is undoubtedly true that an ovar^ 
whelming impression on the nervous system, whether for good or ill, majr 
be produced \ety soon. 
The conclusion, then, to which I have been driven, and whidi I wUi» 
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with mil due hamility, to present, ia that Quinine acts on the system by 
produeifig a stiroalant impreasiDn on the nerves and ^that ite effect on the 
Uoed is only indirect. Let it be understood, however, that I use the term 
itimakuit only to indieate the direction and mode of its action^ and not to 
measure or Jt^ait its rapidity or results. 

IIL What are the therapeutical uses of Qainine ? 

Whatever views may be held by the practitioner regarding its mode of 
aetion» the great practical question becomes: In what diseases is it appli- 
cable! I have adverted to the fact of quinine being a tonic and an anti* 
periodic^ and it justly stands at the head of these classes of remedies, yet I 
believe it has come to be one of the fashions of the day, and is often given 
-^perhaps with good effect — without any very clearly defined reason for so 
doii^. To a great extent I am convinced it has usurped the place form- 
eiiy held by mercury as a pis alUr. Said an old physician, **ali of the 
. oMea time," to his pupil, <*When you don't know what to give, give caio- 
mal, and you can't be far out of the way." Have none said, at least to. 
themselves, <*When at a nonplus, give quinine, and you can't do any hurt?' 
How this is something a shade worse than empiricism, for it is founded on 
no reaaon, theory, or experience. It is the resort of the lazy man, the man 
who steals all his ideas, and has not always the wit to steal them correctly. 

I have collected a list of diseases in which Quinine has been given, and 
though I do not suppose it to be full, still it shows how much faith has 
been placed in the remedy in conditions apparently the most opposite. It 
has been given in all diseases of debility, in intermittent, remittent and con- 
Ihiaed fevers, in^ scarlatina, measles and sroall-pox, in carbuncle, gangrene 
and erysipelas, in scrofula, dropsy, passive haemorrhages, dyspepsia, obsti- 
naie cutaneous affections, ainenorrhoea, chorea, hysteria, in acute rheuma- 
Uam, neuralgia, hemlcrania, in epilepsy, diarrhcea, dysentery, and has bees 
highly recommended as an anthelmintic. 

Qainine may be giv^n in tonic doses whenever, in the course of any die- 
eas^ there is a loss of tone in the nervous system, or a deficiency of diges- 
liTe power, provided always that there be no such vitiated condition of the 
stomach as to render it worse than useless. It is most useful — ^indeed, I 
am inclined to say only useful in tonic doses — when there seems to be 
dnefly a laok of sufficient nervous energy to carry on the processes of 
assimihition, and nutrition, when the stomach can tolerate food, but the 
stimulus of healthy appetite is lacking. Then Quinine seems to rapidly 
and steadily bring about a normal condition; under its influence more food 
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tt taken ioto tbe stomnch, and more of it aasiniilated, and gradually an^ 
steadily, strength and beahb are restored to the wasted* frame. But when, 
in the coarse of febrile or inflammatory dineases, there is a high state of 
febrile action, and the dry, brown tongue indicates the irritation going on 
in the stomach and in the whole system. I believe quinine, as a tomct 
only exacerbates the morbid action already existing. Weakness there cer- 
tainly may be, and need for alimentation, which need must be met by 
food, as beef essence, not by Quinina Let tbe tonic be withheld until, by 
the use of alteratives, or by the spontaneous recedence of the disease, the 
morbid action has disappeared and our patient only needs to be raised 
from his enfeebled condition. There is small use in trying to bind up the 
wounds of a combatant while be is still fighting, though after the fray oar 
dressings may be grateful and necessary. I have often seen this mistake 
made, (I am not at all sure I did not make it myself before I learned 
better) in treating a certain class of fevers often found in camp, which aro 
.not malarial in their origin, but which, arising from the exhalations incident 
to such places, assume a typhoid character, though not true typhoid ferer* 
These fevers have been called typhoid, and tn*ated with Quinine as a matter 
of course, very much to the cost of the government and the injury of the 
patient, {vide a paper by Dr. S. B. Hunt in the Buff. Med. and Sui^. 
Journal, vol. 11., p. 202). It is not necessary to enumerate the diseasea ia 
which quinine is useful as a tonic; they must necessarily be kft to the 
discretion of the practitioner. 

In all diseases of malarial origin, whether fevers or neuralgias, Quinine is 
our first resort, and most commonly our sheet anchor. Nay, when we 
suspect any disease under our care to be modified by malarial influences, 
we will find Quinine, in anti*periodic or anti-malarial doses to be a useful 
adjuvant to our other treatment In all such cases, whether of intermittent^ 
remittent, or continued fevg*. I believe the most rational, as well as the 
most humane plan, is to give the remedy in such lai^e doses as to cut the 
disease short in the briefest possible time. The opposite course only pro* 
longs the suflerings of our patient, and exposes his system to be the more 
enfeebled by tbe disease. Regard must be had to the locality as well as to 
the temperament of the patient. The more intense the character of the 
malaria, the larger must be the dose. What would be a large dose here 
in Western New York, would be of no avail on the banks df the Potomac. ' 
My own plan, in treating intermittent in the South, has been to^ive full 
doses^ (5 to 10 grains) every four to si)^ hours, commencing immediately 
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after a paroxysm, and oontiauing until about half an hour before the next 
paroxysm should begin, when two or three doses were given at once in some 
carminatife such as Fluid Ext. Zingiber, or Pu)?. Capsici, and the patient 
directed to go to bed. When a paroxysm has been prevented, the size of 
thetiose should be gradually decreased until none is taken, when the disease 
will usually be cured. Of counse I need not allude to the many exceptions 
or variations; I only give this as the plan generally most successful in my 
bands. Whether or not any preparatory treatment is necessary, is a question 
very often discussed and with no little warmth, but I believe it to be more 
a question of climate than of accuracy or veracity. I believe those who 
practice in notoriously malarious localities, usually deem some preparation 
by cathartics or alteratives necessary, while those who practice in more 
favored climates take the other ground. Both seem to me right in their 
re^Mctive fields of action. I certainly am in favor of 'preparatory treat- 
ment" as a rule among the swamps of the South, and do not doubt it to be 
necessary in similar locations West ' Here, I presume it may be dispensed 
with. 

In remittent or continued fevers, as well as in other diseases of a dis- , 
tinctly malarial character, I believe the same theory of large doses holds 
good. It should be always remembered that a small dose of Quinine, 
except when given strictly as a tonic, is a stimulant, and in maby cases an 
excitant, while in full doses it may become a sedative. In the one case, by 
a succession of small doses, we excite and irritate our patient, and do not 
affisct the disease, while in the other, by a full dose, we calm and soothe the 
patient, and impress, perhaps cure, the disease. 

This is seen in the treatment of children, perhaps better than in the case 
of adults, even when we are not combating the influence of malaria, as for 
instance when Quinine is given in scarlatina. This medicine has been highly 
recommended in acute rhumatism and other cases of acute febrile action not 
dependent for their origin upon malaria, but as my experience in its use in 
•Mich cases has been limited I shall not have much to say about it. As, 
however, we do not need or desire in such cases a tonic, still less an irritant 
effect, it would seem that it should be given in full, or sedative doses. 

I have used the terms large and spuall doses, but I wish to bo always 
understood as using them relatively. Ten grains in certain casea» would be 
a much larger dose than would thirty under other circumstances. 

Ifor should it be forgotten that there is sometimes a certain amount of 
danger in the administration of Quinine, particularly when it is given in 
VOL. 3, jro. 8 — 88. 
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. ioflammatory or febrilo diBeases, of non-maUnal origin. Tbk danger arins 
from its effect upon the brain, especially when given in fall doses. Givaa 
during the hot stage of intermittent, it aggravates the febrile repletion, oftaa 
producing delirium, yet in congestive fevers, of a malarious charBCier, I 
believe it should not be withheld, since we must depend npon its agency** to 
remove or counteract ihe morbid cause. If there be local congestion, espe- 
cially of the brain, it must be met by appropriate treatment, bnt Quinine 
must be relied on to effect the cure. The stage of colliqwe occurring in 
these cases needs large doses of the alkaloid^ and at onoe. Aii overwhelm- 
ing, depressing effect has been produced, on the nervous system, and roust 
be counteracted by the most prompt and efficient means. 

To sum up— Quinine acts on the nervous system as a stimulant; in laiger 
doses, a sedative effect is produced, which is not inconsistent with, but fd- 
lows legitimately from its stimulant action ; owing to ihese qualities it ia 
valuable as a tonic and as an anti-periodic, or anti malarial, and aho (it ia 
said) as a/ebri/uge; notwithstanding under the counteracting inflaenoe of 
a ^depressing agent, enormous doses will be bomi?, are absolutely demanded ; 
,some caution is needed in its administration. 

I have given my own views upon this important subject, but daim for 
them no more originality than every man i» entitled to claim for tboee 
ideas which have been taught him by reflection upon the facts observed in 
his own experience, and the facts and theories promulgated by otbera. 
As to their truth, every one must judge for himself, they being put forth 
with that sort of mental reservation, to which a certain distinguished Pro- 
fessor says every physician is entitled in giving an opinion; sp that, if I 
hereafter become convinced that they are untrue, I shall claim the privilege 
of contradicting them, withoAit rendering myself liable to the reproaeh of 
inconsistency. 



ART. III. — Abstract of the Proceedings of tJie Buffalo Medical Association. 

TuasDAY EvBKiNG, February 2d, 1864. 

Dr. T, T. LocJcwood in the Chair. Reading of the minutes of the last 
meeting dispensed with. 

Dr, Miner presented the head of a thigh bone, and gave the following 
account of it Was called yesterday in consultation with Drs. Sweetland 
and Powers, to visit Mr. Cash cf Evans, who had been thrown off his sled 
^nd injured by the fall, or by being struck after the fi^l, or both. Ke WM 



PROCJMMlCafl OF THB BUVFALO MBMCAL A8600IATI0H. 



^9^ 



ettfri«d home aod Dr. SweetUnd w«8 immediatelj in atteadanoe, who oti 
ditoovcring the natare of the iDJurj associated with himself Dr. Powers. — 
It was now discorered that they had fracture and dislocation of the thigh 
booe^ the upper portion or rather the head resting in the inguinal region > 
or immediately helow it» the femoral artery passing over the ^n^ and 
imparting an impulse to the tumor not at first satisfactorily accounted for. 
The reouurkable injury, and the peculiar condition of the parts induced hesi- 
taney as to the proper course to pursue, and the leg was placed over a 
plUow in flexed position, to rdieve the teusion, and in this condition awaited 
his arrival Careful examination confirmed the diagnosis, and no doubt 
was entertained that the head of the thigh bone had been driven from the 
aoetabolum and separated at the neck, from the shaft of the bone. A con- 
dition of things so rare and so inexpKcabl^ very naturally led to some 
dhnbts and anxieties, but as it was established that fractured bones should 
be lej^aoed, effort was made while the patient was fully under the influence 
of chloroform, to replace the dislocated portion. This eflbrt, though en- 
tirely fntOe^ so far as accomplishing this object, was yet productive of ben- 
efit, making niore apparent the complete isolation of the fragment, and the 
utter impossibility of rephudng iU It had also dislodged it from under the 
fecDond vessels, and rendered it movable beneath the integuments outside 
the muscles and fascia of the thigh. Its removal was now suggested to 
the attending physicians as the 6nly rational plan of procedure. It was 
obvious it could not be rephced if desirable, and though it was impossible 
to know how complete was the isolation, yet it appeared probable— certain 
almost, that it had no attachments for support, and was completely a foreign 
aabrtance. Upon suggestion, it was immediately approved, and its removal 
vnaaimoualy agreed to, as the only safe and proper course to pursue, not 
however without the conviction that to make incision down upon the displace 
head of a thigh 
bone,with the view 
of removal, because 
it was separated 
from the sbaft and 
displaced, was a 
new and uuheard of 
operation. Incision | 
was however un- 
hesitatingly made, 
and the head and 
neck as here seen. The abore ontshowi the location, direcUon, and appearanot of flraoior*. 
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was exiraeted. The ligamentum teres had been broken, the capsahur la- 
ment ruptured, the neck of the bone fractured within the capsular ligametft, 
and the bare specimen exactly as here presented, without any attachments 
was taken from underneath the integument. The specimen has been pre- 
sented not that it is unlike the head of other thigh bones, but becauM 
it is so remarkable a relic 

It was not presumed, but that in some of the terrible contusions of gun- 
shot or railroad accidents somewhat similar injuries might be sustained bj 
the neck and head of the thigh bone; but that such a condition should be 
found in connection with no outward contusion or laceration, nothing but 
simple fracture so (ar as the shaft of the femur was involved, was regarded 
as the rarest injury in the work!, and one which perhaps had not its par- 
allel recorded. 

What forces could have produced such injury is not readily apparent, bnt 
it appears that the dislocation must have taken place first, the head 
of the' bone being protruded through the capsule, muscles and fascia, and 
subsequently another blow have produced the fracture; when the shaft 
was again drawn back to its natural position, leaving the' head entirdy 
disconnected — a foreign substance so far as nutrition is concerned. This 
then was accidental exsection of the head of the thigh bone; and from what 
is known of the results of severe injuries of the femur, especially of the head, 
and of the hip joint, they had nothing to promise the friends of this 
patient; it would appear altogether probable that death would soon follow so 
severe injury and such operation. He was however left perfectly comforta- 
ble, as much so as is usual after simple fracture of the neck of the thigh 
bone. The usual dressings for such accident were applied without attempt- 
ing very great extension ; the shortening was slight, and the appearance 
every way natural. After the removal, it was plain enough that it was the 
only true coune to pursue, but while the condition of the bone was unde- 
termined, it was much less apparent. Dr. Sweetland, one of the oldest and 
most experienced physicians of Erie County, had never seen or heard of 
such accident, and it was believed by Dr. Miner that if he should live 
another century and practice surgery the entire period, he would never 
again be called to attend a similar injury. 

It might be interesting to inquire what was to be expected in case this 
patient should survive the shock of injury — what provision would nature 
probably make to supply the loss? The case could not be greatly unlike 
one of exsection of the head of the thigh bone, and if a favorable termina- 
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tioQ shodd take {daoe, it could not but aflford as satisfactory result, and on 
some acooants much more was to be expected. The angle formed by the 
neek waa still left* constituting a base >ipon which nature could build a 
Qsefar and firm head for articulation with the acetabulum ; and bones which 
are fractured without being crushed and comminuted, take on healthy 
granulation sooner, and heal over more rapidly and more safely, than when 
diTided by the saw. Recovery from so severe an injury, involving the hip 
joint, i^pears altogether improbable, and yet pcrhapft it is not impossible.* 

Dr. Boardman would like to inquire as to the protection of vaccination. 
Had re-vaccinated cases two weeks after vaccination without effect, but sub- 
sequently found that re-vaccination took effecU Did not understand why 
the second re-vaccination should take effect while the first did not, which 
was made two weeks before, and with reliable virus. 

Dr, Crowyn had noticed the same thing as related by Dr. Boardman, 
and related cases illustrative of it Re-vacninated on Sixth street four ' 
cfaiUien, three of them faUed to produce effect, while the other one worked 
very weU. The mother was not satisfied with the virus where it did not 
work* and in a few weeks he vaccinated them again, when it took finely. — 
The virus in both cases was fresh and reliable. 

Dr. RoehesUr was glad the discussion had been commenced, since the 
importance of vaccination could not be over-estimated, and everything con- 
nected with it was of interest Spoke of the uncertainty of vaccination, 
and of the common causes of its failure; impurity or other imperfections in 
the vims being the most operative and apparent of any. As he had often 
before remarked in the Society, he greatly preferred the lymph. When the 
scale is used we always introduce pus, though vaccine lymph may be incor- 
porated with it 

Said that it was a common occurrence to vaccinate with the crust with a 
perfect Culure, when perhaps vaccination with the same virus two weeks 
later would take, and with it the old virus would also be lighted up which 
had laid dormant for many days, and would now produce true vaccine ves- 
ide. Thought there was now an epidemic pre-disposition to small poi^ and 
that possibly this might account for the tendency in vaccination to take 
effect* Related cases which could not previously be made to take, which 
hare recently taken and passed through the stages beautifully. Has also 

* Beeeoi report from attending physician, Dr. Powers, assures as that the case Is progressing 
SivoraMy. Mr. Cash's son called apon us veeterday, February 17th, twenty days after the 
li^ary, and informs as that his father is tne from pain or other ineouTenlenee, eating naturally, 
•ad sleeping soundly, and desires to know how soon, and how well, I think he will be able to 
wallE.^So. 
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•ome of the sorest arms after vaocioatioo, and thinks it dae to mn 
erysipeUtoos epidemic, which now prevails to a great extent 

Dr. Boardman described his manner of vaccination; nses the aoale 
reduced to a pulp, and rubs it in, after making crosses, not deep enough to 
draw much blood, if he could avoid it. 

Dr. Bing related cases similar to those presented by Dr. Rochester, and 
spoke of the comparative value of the lymph, and of the virus as con- 
tained in the scale, and also of the protection afforded by vaccination. 

Dr. Gay would make one observation. He was himself re-vaccinated a 
few years since without effect; subsequently was to be exposed to, small 
pox by going to pest house; was now again re- vaccinated and it worked 
perfectly. The question now arises, would visiting the small pox hospital 
have anything to do with the operation of vaccination? 

Dr. Lockwowl remarked that he had recently, as an experiment, re- 
vaccinated some children that had beeu vaccinated six }^ear8 previously, and 
had good scars, with virus, the product of re-vaccinadou, and to his surprise 
it worked finely, passing through all the stages of true vaccine disease. 

Dr. Rochester thoiuglit it unsafe to use the crusts of re-vaccination, aince 
in this way vaccination is liable to deteriorate; often has had good crusts^ 
but rejects them as unfit for Use. It might be well enough to make the 
experiment* but it was not safe to depend upon its protective infiuenoe. 

Dr. Boardman said that the scair could not be depended upon as evi- 
dence of a protective influence of vaccination ; would often get operation 
when the scar was well marked and perfect. 

Dr. Cronyn inquired, if the operation of re vaccination was evidence of 
impurity in the first, is not or may not the scale of re-vaccinatioD bo 
perfect? 

Dr. Rochester referred to a repyrt made to the Society by himself upon 
this subject, and published in the Buffdlo Medical Journal^ in which all 
these points had beea considered. Working of re-vaccinatioa was sot 
always proof that the first was imperfect. 

Dr. Boardman said, we often hear physicians and others, speak of vac- 
dnaiion running out, but we do not mean by that that the patient would 
have small pox if exposed ; he might have vaiioioid, but never true, small 
pox. 

Prevailing Diseases, — Drs. liochesler, Riny;, Cronyn, Shaw, Boardman, 
Gay and Samo, reported the prevalence of erv»ipelas, ncarlet fever, tond- 
litis, diphtheria, etc., ftc. 
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Ih. Soma related the caae of a little boy he was atteoding^ who waa 
not yery sick for the fint few dajii» though Bomewhat feverish with loss of 
sleep and ^)petiie. It was a few days ago covered with a papular emptioii, 
and now eovered by piechial spots^ appearing something like parpnra.*^ 
Thinks it may he diphtheritic in character; has not however seen rimilar 

Voisd to adjourn. J. F. Mmsa, Secratary. 



ART. IV. — A Case of Inius-SuBception of the Colon^ toUh Remarhe. 
By W. QoTTLDy M. D. 

A. B., aged three months, 'twenty-four days, bom in BuflSdo, American 
parents. On Sunday, January 10, 1864, his mother while washing and 
dreasing him noticed a peculiar deathly sickness, which lasted but a short 
time, and then passed off! Kothing was thought of this ui^til the follow- 
ing Wednesday, when it commenced passing blood from the bowels, and 
vomited its food as soon as taken. On Thursday, 1 4th, I was called to see 
iC It was passing blood freely at short intervals, and vomited whenever it 
took the breast Was restless, looked bright, but the countenance indicated 
much distress, Its bowels had been regular from its birth up to this attack 
€Mi Wednesday, but during the twenty-four hours preceding my visit, it had 
passed nothing but blood. I was unable to make a satisfactory diagnosis. 

Treatment consisted of acetate plumbi, hydrarg. chlor. mite a a, grs. j, 
sach. qs. M ft pulv. vj. & One powder every hour until the vomiting ceased. 
And as the discharge from the bowels was attended with considerable pain 
and effort, two drops tr. opii in a small quantity, of starch water was ordered 
as an enema as often as the discharge occurred. Tinct. opii comp. was also 
directed to be given, to relieve the pain and restlessness, in doses sufficient 
for that purpose. 

Friday, 1 5th. The discharge of blood continues. The vomiting has 
eeased. Bowels slightly tympanitic. With these exceptions the symptoms 
and appearances are about the same. As the vomiting had ceased and the i 
bowels had not moved, gave hyd. cb. mite and rhei. a a, grs. ii, to be repeat- 
ed every two hours until three doses were taken, and then followed with 
injections of ol. racini and soap suds. This proved unavailing, no fecal dis- 
chaige foUowed. My little patient was evidently sinking. Although the 
disehaige of blood was less, the bowels were more tympanitic^ and there 
evidently pome obstructioi^ of the bo^^els, but tbfi l^^ture pf that 
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obrtruction I was oertaiolj at a loss to determine. It m^t be aometliiiig 
swallowed, or impacted feces. The symptoms and progran of the diaeaae 
Id so youDG^ a child, were new to me; jet the rasult was more and mora 
evident to end in death. 

Sondaj, 17th. My little patient died at 8 A. M. I asked and obtained 
permission to make a post mortem examination, which was done on Moo* 
day, 18th, twenty-seven hours after death, Dr. Gay aasisting me^ On 
opening the abdomen, with the exception of a little congestion upon the 
external surface of the descending colon, the appearance was healthy. la 
the rectum could be felt a hard mass, which was supposed to be fecal mat- 
ter, but upon placing a ligature below it, and raising the intestines it slid 
back some eight or ten inches to its normal position, and proved to be a 
mass of strangulated intestines, which had been forced down within two 
inches of the anus. Immediately above the invagination we found stric- 
ture of the colon' to ?uch a degree as to preclude all possibility of relief 
from any treatment beyond the palliative. The accident occurred above 
the sigmoid flexure, and near the angle formed by the transvene and 
descending colon. In a subject so young the bands of muscular fibre 
which produce the peeuliar saculated (-Iciractar of the colon is not so 
marked as in that of adults. To roe this case is instructive and interesting. 

First — On account of its inevitable fatality. 

Second — On its occurrence in one ko voung. 

Third — ^The peculiarity of its location, in the colon. 

Fourth — ^That no similar case is to be found on record, so far as I can 
le|m, in this city. 

Fifth — Cases elsewhere, and what authors say upon the subject > 

Upon these several points I propose to make a few remarks, and should 
I digress a little from the exact order, as noticed above, I trust it will be 
pardoned. 

1st* — ^In regard to its fatality. It must rank as one of the worst and 
most dangerous affections to which infants or even adults are liable. Could 
we possibly in the case of a child only three or four months old, be enabled 
to make a correct diagnosis, would any treatment beyond the palliative be 
of use I The answer will be in the negative, and the reason will appear 
obvious to any one who examines the specimen preserved by me, and noti- 
ces the large mass of the invaginated portion and the narrow stricture 
immediately above. , 

2d, — ^Its occurrence in one so young, I w«s induced to examine with 
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I 
mtfeh cireuiDftpebtioD the reporto of the several Health Phyacisiu of this 

City, and certainly expected to find many cases of adults, if not of chil- 
dren. I was surprised to find but ooe case reported from June, 1855, to 
May, 1859, and of course unable to ascertain the age of the victim, or 
whether the cause of death was determined by a post mortem or, as I feir 
is too frequently the case, guessed at Here the question occurs to me as 
to bow many of the deaths reported under the head of **Ignotu9,^ ranging 
yearly from five to forty, may have died from this accident. Of course the 
question cannot now be answered satisfactorily, and I will frankly oay that 
only for the privilege of making a post mortem examination, so kindly 
granted by ita parents. I would now be in a degree ignorant of- the true 
cause of my little patient's death. 

3d — ^The peculiarity of its occurring in the colon. Authors say that it 
may take place in any part of the alimentary canal, while all agree that it 
most generally occurs in the ilium, near where it terminates in the colon , 
cansed by augmented peristaltic or spasmodic action, forcing a portion of 
the intestine^ into the lower or conversely. The first termed ''progressive^^' 
and the latter ''retrogade," which is rare, undoubtedly. As an evidence 
that it often occurs in the death struggle, it is affirmed that in 800 cases of 
children who died in a French hospital from worms, or fever, the greater 
part had from two to four or more intus-susoeptions. In these cases it ia 
said that the symptoms were absent during life, and in all probability were 
caused by the death struggle, and only found in the small intestines. 

4th. — That no similar case is upon record, so far as I can ascertain, in 
this city. I regret that more accurate reports have not been made in formes 
years by our Health Physicians. I find that during the first ten years Dr. 
Fliqt published the Buffalo Medical Journal no reports appear. In April, 
1855, the Health Physician, Dr. John Boot, commenced and is entitled to 
the credit of first making monthly reports to that Journal. They were 
continued until 1860, when the Journal became a New York City insti- 
tution and the reports ceased. In July, 1861, the Buffalo MedUal and 
Surffieal Journal made its appearance^ and for a Ume we had the ''reports," 
but we look in vain for them now, and here let me ask, why is this ? Are 
the monthly reports of city mortality of so little account to the profession 
that a journal published in our midst for the ostensible purpose of infor- 
mation should be denied these reports and your subscribers have to cut them 
from the daily papers and keep the scraps for future reference instead of 
hariog them in the Journal where they certainly belong ¥ One of two condu^ 
VOL. 3, KO. 8 — 39. 
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NODS I think inevitable. Either the present Health Physician is not aware thai 
we have a Medical Journal in Bu&lo, or he is indifferent as to whether 
th^ profession have his reports in a paper they preserve or not Another 
reason may be that the Editor is indifferent as to giving them a place. 
Perhaps it costs a little too much time and labor, both sopredoas, to obtain 
them. Whatever the cause of omission may be, I trust it will be removed 
and we shall have the reports in the Journal in future. 

5th. — Cases elsewhere and what authors say upon the subject. I see 
that in Philadelphia from 1834 to 1840 there are 1881 deaths reported of 
children under one year. J^ine are reported as having died from invagina- 
tion of the intestines. Whether this fact was determined from symptoma 
or post mortem examinations does not appear. This ratio would give one 
in just 209 from this cause. If this is true in Philadelphia why not in 
Buffalo. The term ^^Ignotua^ may include many from this cause. Colej* 
in his work on '^Diseases of Infants and Children/' barely mentions ita 
occurrence as a eegtul of Dysentery. 

Gondie Ispeaks of it as *^ften met with in children who have died of 
other diseases and appears to take place in the act of dying, from some con- 
vulsive or inordinate movement of the muscular fibres of the intestine 
canal. These investigations give rise to no symptoms during the life-time 
of the patient ; and after death are reducible with perfect ease. Occasion- 
ally, however, the invagination occurring in children gives rise to symptoms 
of the moat serious character, and speedily destroys the life of the patient*' 
He also savs that the inva^nation may take place in any part of the canal; 
but is most generally seated near the termination of the ilium and that the 
disease is generally Oettal, in fact that all cases falling under his observation, 
terminated fatally. That so far as treatment is concerned, palliatives are 
only of use. Where the case is strongly marked and the symptoms are 
unmistakable the operation of Saparotomy has been by some recommended 
with the view of restoring or disentangling the invaginated portion of the 
bowels^ but the practice should be copdemned for obvious reasons. Still 
another point of interest in this case is to determine at what time the 
aocident or act of invagination occurred. My own theory is that it hap- 
pened as far back as Sunday, 10th, and in all probability at the time bis 
mother noticed his apparent sickness while being washed and dressed. The 
absence of stercoraceous vomiting is accounted for when we remember the 
locality of the ledon so near the extremity of the canal. I believe when 
this occura early in the disease it is an evidence that the invagination is 

seated in the small intestines, and vice versa, 
BnftOo, rttbniwy SS4, 1864. 
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ART. Y. — CUaieal Bemarka upon Surgiccd Oases in the Bt^ah General 

Hospital — HxsecHon of the Bead of the Humerus-^^Severe Injvry — 

JErysipelas. Br J. F. I41NSB, M. D. 

Oentlemen: — 1 have the pleasure of presentiog before you a caae^ which 
some ofv jou have'seeu before. M. B. was the inmate of the Hospital of 
the Sisters of Charity about one year since, and your attention was then 
called to the remarkable condition of the shoulder joint by Prof. Moore. 
I have no knowledge of the views he entertained, or of the opinions of the 
numerous surgeons who have been consulted by this patient. The case 
first came under my observation something more than two years since — a 
single consulation at my office, and expression of desire to place himself 
under my care, being all that I knew of it» until after a great many efforts 
with private individuals and public institutions, he has come at lost, without 
material change, and is willing to submit to whatever is proposed for his 
recovery. The shoulder joint has been the seat of the disease, and a great 
variety of opinions entertained as to the nature of the malady, almost every 
surgeon having a way of his own; of explaining the condition present. 
The shoulder has been immensely distended; the ligaments and tendons 
relaxed, and the head of the humerus easily dislocated from the glenoid 
cavity, moving in all directions with perfect ease. He has still had some 
use of the hand and arm, without ability to raise it, but able to use the 
forearm, while the arm hung by his side. It has never been painful or 
tender on pressure; has not disturbed the general health. It has never 
manifested tendency to suppurate, and even when opened it has soon healed, 
if allowed to do so. It has received treatment from several surgeons, but 
nothing has ever been accompli^lied by any, while some have given the 
disease a name, and declined treatment, or advised non-interference. I 
nndiirstand that the case has been looked upon generally, as entirely hope- 
less. It has been reserved for us to discover the true cause of the condi- 
tion which you observe, and is no reflection upon the knowledge or ability 
of those who have preceded, when I intimate that they remained igno- 
rant of the causes which have produced this condition of the shoulder joint 

When this patient was admitted to this Hospital he had exhausted all 
other resources; he was willing to suffer any operation which might be 
advised, and I was also ready to institute almost any course of treatment 
which would offer any hope of succe^. With the view of reducing the 
Immense distension, and of creating inflammation and healthy suppuration, 
I at once made free openings, and three or four quarts of scrum, and feebly 
oiganized fibrin, resembling whey, and curd, were removed from around 
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di0 joint The cayily containing this had beforo been opened, sometiaiei 
with an exploring trocar, Bometimes with a lancet, always with the greatest 
caution; now it was opened by an indeion foar or five inches in length. 
And after removal of all foreign materia) the place was filled with charpie — 
pledgets of cotton cloth, with the view of indacing inflammation, and of 
keeping a free exit for serum or other accumulation. These opemnga 
were on either side o? the articulation, and sufficiently free to admit the 
hand. By pn^bing this opening with the hand we have discovered what 
' could not have been known by jany other process. The hand or the finger 
is the most improved probe, and though you cannot get the lead mark, or 
friction sound, you can yet sometimes obtain a knowledge of the condition 
of things, not to be gained by any other instrument. Tester Jay in making 
some explorations in the cavity, a hard unyielding mass was found upon the 
wall of the posterior cavity, and after considerable force with the hand and 
a little dissection the bone which I here present, was found enclosed in 
fibrous tissue, encysted, as mach fk> as any foreign substance could be. It is 
near an inch in length and rounded after the style of a large bean. How 
long it had been in this situation is not important, but that it should thus 
become covered, and not produce suppuration, but remain comparatively 
harmless, is certainly quite remarkable. It has been preserved as the key 
to the whole mystery, and has opened up to better understanding a case 
which previously had not, I believe, been understood in any essential par- 
ticular. This piece of bone had evidently been attached to the bones of the 
shoulder joint, its separation very clearly indicated disease of the bony tissue. 
Upon more careful examination the head of the humerus was found rough- 
ened, and small projections 6f bone might be distinctly felt upon the neck. 

On making this discovery, I at once proposed exsection of the diseased 
portions, whatever they might prove to be, and with this view he has come 
before you this morning. To me, this appears one of the most rare, 
interesting, and instructive cases, and I am glad to see present so many 
physicians both of the city and vicinity, who are invited to examine^ and 
determine for themselves, the correctness of the explanation and the propriety 
of making the operation which I have proposed. 

With the advice of my associates, and also of Dr. B. H. Colegrove, of 
Sardinia, one of the oldest and most experienced Surgeons in Western New 
York, who is with us this morning, I now propose to exsect the head of 
humerus and such other portions of bone as may be found diseased. I 
am going to disregard all surgical teaching in the manner of operation, and 
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Bttke i( afler my own style, a fashion applicable perhaps only to this par- 
tieoJarcase. 

A flap is generally raised over the most prominent part of the shoulder* 
not airiike that made in amputation at the shoulder joint, and the joint fully 
exposed. Other plans of operation are "also practiced, I have already a 
large opening posteriorly through which I now protrude the end of the 
bone, which is not bound by ligaments, tendons and muscles, as in oondi- 
tioDs of health, but is easily dislodged from the glenoid cavity, and without 
great force projected through the opening, a little enlarged, which hae 
served us so admirably for examination, and is now made to answer a 
double purpose. The operation has not proved difficult, and has been 
accomplished with nearly as great facility as by the more eommon 
method. The glenoid cavity appears to be healthy, and all unhealthy 
portions of the humerus have been removed including the head and 
anatomical neck; the remainder appears healthy. Inflammation under 
ordinary circumstances might be feared, but in this case there is little 
danger; indeed the tissues around this joint are incapable of taking on 
active inflammation ; it has thus far resisted everything calculated to increase 
inflammatory action. We shall apply 
simple dressings; rest the fore arm in 
a sling, and report to you our success, 
when time shall have determined how 
much we have gained for our patient. )^ ^iMi^ 





Outlino of Shmilder before 
operation. 



Appemranee of Shoulder at Uie preeent Uae. 
The patient now enga|^ in labor with the 
motions of the joint nearly normaL Worka at 
hia trade as a carpenter. 



Erytipelas, — There are two cases in the ward, to which I will ask your 
attention but one moment — two cases of Erysipelas. The one comes on 
after a severe injury caused by falling forty feet into a stone quany; the 
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other 18 idiopathic and has gently caught hold of the patient's ea^Mld 
noee. { thought you might some of jou be interested to see the ajqpear- 
ance— the outer manifestations of tbe diseasa As we have not time for 
other oonsiderationsy you will desire to know at least what treatoient we 
adopt Nitrate of silver, sulphate of zinc, acetate of lead, sulphate of 
copper, persulphate and perchloride of iron, and a great many other med- 
icines have been suggested and recomidbnded as applications for Erysip- 
elas; and it has been claimed that they prevent the spread* control the 
inflammation,' relieve the pain, ^c, Sic Munated tincture of iron, exter- 
nally and internally has been urged as all important. These are all fiuh- 
ionable with many practitioners, and probably they are productive of no 
great harm ; I think they have little if any influence. Warm water dress- 
ings externally; opium, if necessary to allay pain and pr6euf6 sleep; ade- 
quate^ support in cas^ of great depression, is all so far as I know and 
believe, which you can do for Erysipelas; and the result will be favorable 
almost invariably, except in some severe forms of epidemic diseasa 



EDITORIAL DEPAETMENT. 



BUFFALO MEDICAL COLLEGE, COMMENCEMENT. 
The Commencement exercises in the Buffiilo Medical College were held 
on the evening of February 2dd, when the degree -of Doctor in Medicine 
was conferred upon the following gentlemen : 

Edwin Bassett Tkefft, Fort Miller, Washington county, New York. 
Daniel Augustus Currie, Searsville, Orange county, New York. 
John Mason Brown, Aurora, Erie county, New York. 
Cyrus Emery Stebbins, Butternut, Otsego county, New York. 
Thomas Benton Eagle, Loudonville, Ashland county, New York. 
Samuel Payne Ford, Peterboro, Peterboro county, Canada West 
Newell Allen Dryer, Lansing, Ingham county, Michigan. 
Oscar Henry Adams, Vanetten, Chemung county, New York. ^ 

Robert Taylor, Loundonville, Ashland county, New York. 
Evan Qabricl Williams, Remsen, Onieda county. New York. 
George McKnight, Sterliug, Cayuga county. New York. 
Oakman Sprague Payne, Rochester, Monroe county, New York. 
Oershom Wells Hamilton, Mesopotamia, TrumbuU county, Ohio. 
Willis DeLancy Hall, Lockport, Niagara coounty. New York. 
G* H. Otto Burger, Buffalo, Erie county. New York. 
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I Edwin WUUard, Friendship, Allegbaoy county. New York. 
IhiDiel David Halsted, St Charles, Saginaw county, Michigan. 
Robert Renfrew Smith, Komoka, Middlesex county, Canada West. 
Henry Martyn Galfe, Ashville, Chatauqua county, New York. 
Richard Renben Car? Bordwell, Pen Yan, Yates county, New York. 
Jadson Aaron OiUet, Albion, Orleans county. New York. 
Hunium Morford Brown, Clarkesville, Mercer county, Pennsylvania. 
La&yotte Balcom, RansomviUe, Nii^ara county, New York. 
Ira L. Jones, Pulaski, Oswego county, New York. 
Merrill Bugene Shaw, Buffalo, Erie county. New York. 
Byron Thorne Wheeler, Canandaigua, Ontario county. New York. 
Newton Loren Clark, Royalton, Niagara county. New York. 
James Stratton Harlow, Bath, Stuben county. New York. 
George Daryee, Buffalo, Erie county. New York, 
iobn If onm flood, Elmira, Chemung county, New York. 
Francis Lucas Nesbitt, Oxford county, Canada West. 

Hiram Dana Walker, : — , Cattaraugus county. New York. 

Clayton Lewis Hill, Lafayette, Onondaga county. New York. 
James Nichols, Limestone, Cattaraugus county. New York. 
George Thompson, flumbersitoue, Welland County, New York. 
ArsUn Hubert Street, Barre Centre, Orleans county, New York. 
Hiram Dexter Eee, Greensburgh, Trumbull county, Ohio. 
Richard Jones, Prince i^lbert, Ontario county, Canada West 
Johnathan Edwards, Macomb, Macomb county, Michigan. 
William Henry Gail, Willink, Erie county. New York. 
Henry Van Alstyne Mott Oreville, Butts county, California. 

The Honorary degree of M. D. was conferred upon Eber Smith Carlisle, 
of Pleasis, Jefferson, Co. N. Y. 

The following Physicians were appointed Curators for four years: 

D. P. Bissell, Utica, Oneida county, N, Y.; T. Nesbitt, M, D., Avon, 
LiTingsto^ county, N. Y,; Dr. Landercale, Geneaeo, Livin^ton county, 
N,Y. 

The Faculty deem the following Theses worthy of ^honorable mention, 
viz: 

A Thesis on "Dynamies of Inflammation,'' by George McEnight, of 
Sterling, Cayuga county, New York. 

A Thesis upon «^e Philosophy of Cure," by Samuel P. Ford, of 
Peterboro, Canada West. 

A Thesis on *<rhoracic Aneurism," by Edwin B. Thefit, A. B., of Fort 
Miller, Washington, county, New York. 

The Valedictory was delivered by Edwin p. Thefft, a menjber of the 
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GhraduaUng ICiasa. Prof. Charles A. Lee gave the charge to the Gmdn- 
atea* j^e exercises were interestiDg and instractive, and were attended hx 
a laige and respectable audience. 

Thus dosed one of the most prosperous terms ever enjoyed by the 
University of Bu&lo, |y;radnating some forty intelligent, well educated 
physicians, who^ we believe, are to fill places of honor and responsibility 
doing credit to themselves and reflecting lustre upon the Institution from 
which they have graduated. \ 

After the commencement exercises, the Faculty invited the Curators to 
supper at the American Hotel, where, after full satisfaction of the inner 
man, the higher intellectual nature also received attention. Prof. 
Eastman, Dean of the Faculty, spoke of the aims and objects of the Col- 
lege^ saying that it was the design to give thorough and complete instrnc* 
tion in every di'partment of medical knowledge, and to elevate the standard 
of medical cilucation. He invited the Curators to assist them in' the effort to 
advance the standard of. acquirement, and thanked them, in behalf of the 
Faculty, for their attendance and hearty co-operation ; hopitig to meet them 
ipon this annual annniversary of the College, and ever to merit their 
hearty approval. Spoke of the importance of physicians not admitting 
young men to their offices as students of m ' licine who had not thorough 
preliminary preparation. , 

Dr. Miner was called upon in conu'^^lion with the Medical Journal, 
He said he had nothing especial to communicate on the occasion, 
so far as the Journal was concerned: it spoke monthly for itself, and 
must stand upon its own merits. He had deep interest in it, and was 
always glad to talk about it upon all proper occasions; never ceasing to 
remind the profession, that periodical medical literature was an "institution '> 
of itself, and should receive its earnest consideration. This* was not 
the topic upon which he proposed to remark, but had risen to reply to the 
Dean, who had said, that it was the design of the Faculty to make every 
effort to advance the standard of medical education. This he believed to 
be true, and would congratulate the Faculty of the University of Buffido 
upon having re-proposed and urged the most important measure of re- 
form, calculated, if adopted, to revolutionize the present plan of granting 
diplomas, and give the profession a security and a protection which it has 
never enjoyed in this country. The appointment of a State Board of Ex- 
aminers, independent of teaching, and impartial, was a measure which should 
receive the approval of all interested in the honor and usefulness of the 



xbrroRUL. ^ 818 

pitrfBaBiOD. It wa8 AD intimation on the part of the Buffalo College, so far 
M it mig^t have been selfishly considered, that she was willing to place her 
stadeots upon an impartial trial, side by side with those of her sister insti- 
tutions. It was evidence that it was not her purpose or pride to make 
yeariy a great number of doctors, but to make educated, capable physi- 
cians who^ in doing themselves honor, should honor her. He did not wish 
to 90 heartily approve this measure as to make it appear that he regarded 
Teachers and Curators as altogether unsuitable persons to make exam- 
inations and grant diplomas, but he did desire to congratulate the Faculty 
of the Bufl^o CoU^ upon being foremost in re-proposing and advocating, 
in tangible form, the most important measure for the advancement 
of the highest interests of the profession — of doing this even at their own 
sacrifice; for it was manifestly liable to diminish rather than augment the 
number of medical studenta This constituted, in some degree, the grandeur 
of the action, proving the purity of the motive. He believed that the pro- 
fenion wonld e?ery where rise up to thank ihem, for the part they have 
acted in the initiation of this measure. 

Pro! Lee remarked, that as he had been instrumental in proposing 
this measure^ and had presented it to the State Medical Society, it 
would not be inappropriate for him to reply to Du Miner's sentiments of 
approval and congratulation. He had found that distinguished teachers iu 
the colleges of New York regarded the diploma, as awarded by themselvea 
sod others, as simply a certificate that the possessor had complied with the 
requirements of the law; that i-s that they had studied three years and 
attended two courses of medical lectures; that nothing more than this could 
be said of it The custom had become universal in many institutions of 
graduating all applicants aflber the terms of the law had been con^lied^with. 
So anezoeptionable was this, that classes of a hundred or more had been 
i4>proYed without a single rejection. He had expected opposition t^ the 
measure, but, to his surprise, none had yet been offered. It would be 
presented to the American Medical Association, at its meeting in New 
York City, in June next, when probably it would meet with opposition, 
but not sufficient to prevent ita adoption. The State Board should be 
paid without levy upon the student; should be independent of all colleges, 
and make uniform requirements, thus constituting an impartial tribunal, 
before whid^ all might be admitted, and if found worthy, receive approbation 
and a diploma, which would be an indication of merit, and would pass ev^y- 
where as evidence of qualification, and not merely as a certificate of 
VOL. 8, KO. 8 — 40. 
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having B]ieDt three years ia the office of a physician and of having attended 
two courses of lectures. He regarded this movement as sure eventually to 
succeed and work a revohilion in this country which would be of immense 
benefit in raising the standard of qualification and of greatly increasing the 
value of the degree of Doctor in Medicine. In Europe this plan bad long 
been adopted, and an impartial and uniform Board was empowered to 
grant diplomas. He hopod the same plan would soon be inaugurated herei 
when a more actual value would properly attach to a medical diploma. 

Prof. White made mention of the distinguished absent ex-members of tlio 
Faculty of the University of Butfalo, and of the prominent places now 
occupied by them, as teachers, authors, or otherwise. Three distinguished 
teachers of Physioiv}gy in this country had been connected with the Buffalo 
College, and two of them, Dalton and Flint, Jr., had gone out from it 
while Mason still remained to teach Physiology by vivisections, these three 
being the only teachers in the country who illustrate and enforce their teach- 
ings by this method. Others not less distinguished bad been connected 
with the Faculty, but are now engaged in other fiel<As. Would propose as 
a sentiment : The success, happiness, and increasing fame of the ex-roembers 
of the Faculty of the University of Buffalo. 

Prof. Lee said it should be remembered, to the ctt.'dit of this College, 
that three of the best and most popular Text Books in our language, or in 
any langnage, had been written by members of this Faculty, and the 
material obtained mostly while holding this connection and in Buffalo: 
Hamilton on Fractures and Dislocations; Flint on Diseases of thf Chest; 
Dalton*8 Physiology, were three books which were unsurpassed in merit 
by any works in any country upon these subjects. 

Prof. Eastman spoke to the memory of a deceased Curator, Dr. Charles 
H. Wilcox, and gave incident*^ in his life, and prominent traits in hia 
character, holding his memory in most pleasant remembrance. This senti- 
ment was drank standing, and in silence. 

Prof. Rochester spoke also of his life and character, and made pleasant 
reference to his good qualities of head and heart, devotion to his profession, 
high sense of professional honor, rectitude of life and benevolence of par- 
pose. 

Sentiments were given by Drs. Lothrop, Lockwood, Strong, of West- 
field, Baker, of Warsaw, Root, of Batavia, and others, and the best spirit 
of harmony and professional courtesy prevailed. There was nothing lo 
interrupt the current of high social entertAinment, and we have do doubt 
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(hat the Faculty of the Cpllege, as well as the Curators, many of whom 
had taken much paius to be present, were highly gratified with the social 
opportunity. 



NEW YORK STATE MEDICAL SOCIETY, FIFTY-SEVENTH. SESSION. 

The 57th Session of the New York State Medical Society, organized 
Tuesday, Feb 2d, at eleven o'clock, in the Supervisors' room of the City 
Hall. Dr. Daniel P. Bissell, of Utica, Pr^ident^ in the chair. The session 
was opened with prayer by the Rev. Dr. Wykoff. After which the Presi- 
dent delivered in a brief and very appropriate manner, his Inaugural 
Address. Among the important points suggested in this address were, 
that hereafler two Vice-Presidents be chosen, and that, in view of the 
onerous duties attached to the position of Secretary of this Society, a salary 
be connected with his office. 

The Committee on the Merit Cash Prize Essay, reported that they have 
reoeived three papers on the subject presented, namely, <*How complete is 
the Protection of Vaccination, and what are the dangers of Communicating 
other Diseases with Vaccinia ?" They have read them all carefully, and 
while each- contains much that is valuable, the one marked 101 is considered- 
a very superior paper, and its circulation calculated to do good. The Com- 
mittee are unanimous in recommending that paper for the prize. Agreeably 
to the suggestion of the Secretary, and afler consultation with other 
members of the Society, the Committee have consented to present in their 
report a competitive subject for the coming year, hoping that ilk early 
announcement will secure a wider competion. The subject chosen is the 
following: '"The Pathology and Treatment of Chronic Diarrhoea, con- 
tracted in camps and Malarious Regions," illustrated by cases; competitors 
must be citizens of thi^ State, and they are required to hand in to either of 
the Committee their essays by the 15th of December, 1864, at latest, and 
as much eariier as convenient^ that suifi^ent time may be given for examin- 
ation and consultation. * 

The report was accepted, and the Secretary broke the seal, and announced 
Dr. A. N. Bell, of Brooklyn, as the successful essayist. 

It was then resolved to append to the essay of Dr. Bell th^ paper on 
▼aocination, published by the IT. S. Sanitary Commission. 

Dr. Percy gave an abstract of a paper prepared by him for the Society, 
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on <<rhe Food of Citiefi.** The matter priDcipally bronglit beforo the 

Society was the diseafied condition and innutritiouA qualitiea of the mHk 

and meats, from animals fed at the distillery dairies. He gave maay 

iostaooes of disease produced in individuals by this mik, and cases of , 

immediate sickness from swill-fed beet He also mentioned cases of malign 

nant pustulb, and evident invasion of Trichini spiralut in swill-fed bee^ 

The remarks made by him brought out several other members, giving their 

etperience on thid subject. 

On motion, it was resolved, 

That a Committee of three be appoiated by this Society, to request the State 
Legislature to appoint a Committeei to meet with them, and devise some law that wQl 
completely put a stop to the sale of swill milk. ^ 

Dr. Furman presented the following from the New York County Medical 
Society: 

••At a regular meeting of the New York County Medicial Society, heki 

January 4, 186^, the following resolution was passed: — 

**K»9olved. — That in view of the ansettled state of opinion among medical prac- 
titioners, conceruiug the propriety of advertising '•Specialities'* in medical or other 
journals, the delegates of this society be instructed to bring Uiis subject bedfore the 
Medical &^ociety of the State of New York at its next meeting, with a view to the 
establirihnient of some definite regulations concerning it*' 

\s one of the delegates of that Society, Dr. F. moved that a Committoa 
be appointed to consider this subject and report before the adjournment of 
this meeting; the chair appoiuted as such Committee, Drs. Brinsmada* 
Towusend and Furinao. 

Dr. Briiisroade presented the following report and resolutions: 

The undergigned, appointed a Special Committee to report upon a resoliition 
p: saed by the Minlical Society of the county of New York, in relation to the pro- 
priety of medical practitioners advertising their ••Specialty" in medical or other 
joumalfs and referred to this Society for decision, beg leave to offer Uie foUowing 

resolutions 

Retolvi'dy That in the opinion of thifl Society it is impossible to define the limits of 
advertising *' Medical Specialties/* either in medical or other journals. 

RtmAvedy That advertisements indicating location and residence, are the utmost 
limits of self-announcemcut, consistent with professional dignity; and. that aU refer- 
ence to special branches of medical practice, as extra inducements to patronage, 
Hhould be deemed violations of the code of medical ethics. 

Ruolved, That hereafter any medical practitioner, so offending, shall be deemed 
disqualified as a Delegate to t^r for membership of this Society ; and if already a 
delegate to or member thereof, shall be deemed a fit subject for discipline. 

Jl$wiv§d, That this Society recommends all medical societies in the State of New 
York to adopt the foregoing resolutions, with a view to establish the true dignity of 
our profession. 

B€S0lvedy That the foregoing resolations be transmitted to the American Medical 
Association at its next annual meeting, as an expression of the opinion of the Medi- 
cal Society of the State of New York, and^ that for the purpose a Committee of 
Fresentotion be appointed. Signed : Taos. (X Bau8]UJ>E» 

HowAan Townsxnd, 

GriDO FURXAN. 
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The n^rt was accepted, and on motion of Dr, Jenkind, the subject was 
made the special order for the second day of the next annual meeting at 
tvpetve M. 

Dr, Orion, Secretary of the Nominating Committee, presented that Oom- 
mittee's report, and the Society elected the following officers: 

Pf#«(fell^-Fred. Hyde, M, D. 

Vke-PteHdefU^GooTg^ J. Fisher, M. D. 

Secretaty—S. D. Willard, M. D. 

Treasurer — J. V. P, Quackenbush, M. D. 

CommiUee of PublieaHafi^Dn. S. D. Willard, & 0. Yanderpoel, Sam- 
uel H. Freeman. 

Cejitort^-Soathern District: Drs. H. D. Bulkley, N. C, Husted, John 
Hall. Eastern Disrrict: Drs. B. P. StaaU, T. C. Brinsmade, Peter Mc- 
Naaghton, Middle District: Drs. M. M. Bragg, 0. B, Coventry, A. F. 
Doolittle. Western District: Drs. Alex. Thompson, C. M. CraiMkU» 
Edward Hall. 

The following is a list of the gentlemen's names registered: 

Dra. D. P. Bissell, Joel Foster. S. D. Willard, C. K Van Andea, N. |0. Hosted 
Gaido Purmati, Wm. Govan, H. C. Hasbrouck, J. O. Cobb, F. Tourtletot, A HaaD, 
A. L. Saunders, John £. Todd, J. F. Jenkins, J.Towler, £.& Lyman, Jas. Kenned j, 
Jas. Ferguson, Jas. Lee, Fred. Hyde, B. P. Staats, E. H. Parker, H. K. Willard, H. 
H. S. Crandall, A. F. Doolittle, Geo. W. Bradford, Alden March, P. Y. N. Morris. 
Louis Sisberg, Jas. Whitford, A. J. Dallas, D. B, Whitney, J. King Menritt, W. L, 
Apple J, G. M. Crandall, J. H. Armsby, John Ferguson, Bflram Corlias, J. G. Orton, 
T. C. Brinsmade, 8. 0, Vanderpoel, T. W. Blatchford, A. D. Hull, Howajd Town- 
Mnd, John Swisbume, J. T. Williams, K. L. Allen, £. R. Squibb. J. 8. Weidman, D. 
W. Burdich, R. Blawis, S. H. Harrington, J. K. Ghamberl^ne, J. Newkirk, £. L. 
Deadle, H. 8. Downs, Jos. Bates, John Ordronaux, John V. Holt, H. G. Gi^y, M. M. 
Wood, £. W. BoUum, John P. Gray, Austm White, Alex. Ayer, P. P. Staats, Wm. 

H. Bailey, £. M. Garmichael, M. L. Finch, Wolcott, Jas. H. Gurry, John H. 

Reynolds, S. H. Freeman, M. H. Colby, J. K. Leaming, O. M, Allaban, P. McNaugh- 
ton, Jas. Thorn, Avery Cook, Ja8.'M. Minor, J. X. Northrop, L. Barton, Wm. M 
Smith, £. W. Howard, J. Y. Lansing, H>B. Salmon, Wm. Rockwell, Jacob Hant, £. 
K F. Arnold, L Botsford, S. R. Percy, J. G. Beckwith, M. C. Edmonds, John Pindar, 
H. F. Stevens, Oliver White, Jos. C. Hutohinson, I, £. Casey, T. B. Reynolds, J. G. 
SneU, Henry L. Sabine, C. R. Agnew, Peter Faling, J. H. Wheeler, M. F. Oogswell, 
Douglas Bly, Chas. A. Lee, J. Y. P. Quackenbush, P. Yan O'Linda, H. 0. Oarring- 
ton, Jas. McNaughton, Israel Parsons, Wm. F. Carter, Thos. Hun, S. W. Butler, L. 
A. Savre, Wm. McOullum, L. G. Warren, J. R. Bontware, H. G. Bigelow, M. L. 
If eade, J. 8. Mosher. J. £. Smith, J. M. Sturdevant, W. H. Craig, F. L. Y. Chapin, 
Gurdon Buck, J. F. Flint, Jos. Lewis, Cyrus Ramsay, Staats Wiune, W. 0. Ander- 
son, Chas. S. Tripler, £dward Duffy, Levi Moore, S. G. DeUmater, Alex. £nnls, W. 
W. Greene, A. M. Smith, M, H. Burton. D. M. Devendorf, S. W. Greene, J. M. De- 
lamater, Henry Marsh, W. H. Richardson. M. W. Burns, Ashael Perry, Archibald 
Gow^, H. L. Sabum, J. R. Preston, H. S. Case, fi. R. Seguin, Daniel Maybern, A. N. 
Gunn, Geo. W. Little, Thomas £. Burtsell, Chas F. Taylor, L. G. Warren, F. 8. 
Lowe, Levy Mc}ieane, B. 8. Cattin, Asher Wright, H. B. Mayhen, Geo. W. Barr, 
W. 6. Bigelow, A. Calkins. Making a representation of 166. 
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INCOME TAX OF PHYSICIANS OF THE 30TH DIST. OF NEW YOBK FOR 18«8. 
With the view of ahowiog the amount contributed to Internal ^Revemid 
by the Physicians of the dOth District, we called upon Dr. 0. F. Preabrey, 
U. S. Aaaessor, who kindly consented to give us the following very general 
facts; amounts returned by individuals are not divulged unless there ana 
suspicions of fraud : 

Ninety-six physicians in Buffalo took license; 75 physicians in the other 
towns in Erie County; 54 physicians in the City division made retam 
of an income derived exclusively from professional servkses of over 
$600 per annum. Of these, twelve were in receipt of over $600 and under 
$1000; twenty-two received over $1000 and under $2000; seven received 
over $2000 and under $3000; eight were in receipt of over $3000 and 
under $4000; four of over $4000 and under $5000; one received over 
$5000 — $5500. These figures apply to the city physicians^ many of whom 
return incomes in addition from other sources — ^rents, bonds and mortgages 
and other secu rides. x * 

This Rhows the amounts received. From it is deducted $600 and the 
expenses incident to doing the business, etc., and a tax of 3 per cent is paid 
upon the remainder. 

Thirty physicians receive sufScient income to pay income tax, the smallest 
of which is 71 cents and the largest tax including income from all sources 
is $205.49. 

These figures are instructive and very suggestive. It proves that medi- 
cine is not practiced for money ; that it is not productive of anything like a 
great income even under the most favorable circumstances; while in the 
great majority of cases it barely affords a subsistence. Out of 171 physi* 
cians not more than 35 or 40 receive more than the law allows as necessary 
for subsistence and exempt from taxatioD. Of these only 20 receive over 
$2000, and not a single one in Erie county can be said to receive a'laige 
professional income. After publishing these statistics from the Assessor, 
we predict that Buffalo will not be regarded as a desirable field for physicians 
to cultivate; it has, however, some redeeming features after all. There is 
not great differences in the receipts of physicians ; it is told in few words. 
One-quarter in the district receive over $600 and the others leas; conse- 
quently there is a general level and no summits upon which to bulid aristo- 
cratic pretensions. Again it is a field where physicians are not obliged to 
contribute largely to Internal Revenue, and may be looked upon favorably 
on that account. In view of the above facts, it would seem that the time 
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of physicians in any single instance cannot be wholly absorbed in pro* 
fessioDal duty, and that the cultivation and advancement of the science of 
medicine might receive some attention from all. Hereafter, vrhen we look 
lor, and invite contributions for the Journal, and arc told, '*it isimpbsssible 
to get a minute's time for such purpose, otherwise it should most certainly 
be done, and with the greatest pleasure," we shall only have to turn to our 
BlatisticB to see that either Internal Revenue, or ourselves, are greatly 
defrauded. Physicians who only receive 5000 or 6000, and this mostly for 
mmcen at the highest prices, can do much more, if it is offered; they must 
iiave time which if devote^ to that purpose, wonld enable them to con- 
tribate something to the sum of medical knowledge. 

• We had supposed that $10,000 or $12,000 income would be offered as 
apology, and had come to consider it vclidj knowing that money was no 
stimuhia to exertion unless it induce greater efforts to obtain more; but 
when we see $5500 is the maximum income, we conclude that ^'wani of 
iim^ is not the reason it is so difficult for men of experience and culture, to 
make oontribntions to medical literature. It is generally true that men 
who do the most professional liibor, also have most time for literary pur- 
auite^ and as frequent that those who plead "no time to spare" actually 
•pare the most Ume, 



TRIBUTR OF RESPECT TO THE MEMORY OF DR, WM. H. BUTL'ER. 

At a meeting of the Physicians of Buffalo, held February 12th, 1S64, 
at the rooms of the Buffalo Medical Association, on the occasion of the 
death of Dr. William H. Butlbr, it was, on motion, resolved: That as a 
token of respect for the memory of the deceased, we will attend his funeral 
in a body, and wear the usual badge of mourning, and that a portion of 
cor members in accordance with the wishes of his family, will act as bear- 
ers of his remains. A committee was also appointed to draft suitable 
reaolutions, 

Dr. White spoke briefly, eulogizing the deceased as one who had taken 
up the study of his profession out of a pure lovo for it, A young man of 
more than ordinary talent, he pursued the practice of medicine with zea\ 
and oontribnted to the Medical Journal during his brief career, a number 
of valuable articles upon subjects connected with his profession. 

Dr. Peters said he bad known Dr. Butler for several years, both in civil 
life and in the military service. He would leave others who knew him 
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better so speak of his ]ife here» but wished to testify his respect for hirn 
while ID service. Dr. Butler came out in the fall of 1861, as Assistaot 
Surgeon of the Sixteenth Michigan Volunteers. The regiment on their 
entrj into service suffered a good deal from sickness, the Surgeon being 
himself sick, and Dr. Butler had a good deal of severe labor thrown on his 
handsy more than he was physically capable of doing. When the army 
moved to the Peninsula, Dr. Butler was sick in Alexandria from exposure 
in the field, and was unable to join his raiment He was advised by all 
who knew him to resign, but refused to do so, and &h soon as able joined 
the army in the field. Here he remained until entirely broken down, and • 
was discharged for disability. He was then employed as contract Surgeon 
in the Army Square Hospital, Washington, and was also appointed £xan>- 
ining Surgeon to the Pension Bureau. On this duty he remained until his 
death. His name must be added to the long list of those of our profes- 
sion, who have worn themselves out in the service of our country during 
the rebellion. He was repeatedly advised that bo might prolong his life by 
seeking another climate and less arduous duties, but always refused to do 
BO^ preferring to remain at his post, consciously sacrificing his life to his 
sense of duty. 
The following resolutions were adopted : 

Reiolyed— That in the death of William H. Butler, M. D., Ihe medical profession 
has lost an earnest, honorable and able rcprercntative. 

fiesolved — That his career in the army, and in the Military Hospital at Washing- 
ton, afiorda striking evidence of couraj^ perMverance and humanity manifestra 
under constant and increasing physical infirmity, 

> Resolred^That we sympathize most deeply with his bereaved wife and children, 
and tender to them oar heutfelt condolenca 

Resolved— That a copy of our proceedings, and these reBolutiona, he sent to his 
family, and that their pubKcation be requested in the Buffalo Afedieal Journal and 
the oity papera 

LsoN F. Harvby, Sec'y. J. B. SjlMO, Chairman. ^ 

Armobt Squarb Hobpitai^ ) 

Washington, D. C^ February 6, 1864. f 

It becomes our painful duty to announce the death of Dr. Burun, late 
Assistant Snigeon in this Hospital. He was thoroughly educated and skill- 
ful in his profession. He was beloved by his asaodates in ofSoe, and by all 
the patients who were so fortunate as to be under his care. His faith being 
strong in the promises of a gracious Redeemet to the last, his end was ^ 
peAoefnl and triumphant Dr. B. had served his country faithfully from 
the commencement of the war, and fallen at his post The Masonic Fra- 
ternity, of which he was a member, took charge of his remains and have 
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removed tbezn for interment to Baffalo, N. Y., the place of his former res- 
idence. The following are the resolutions adopted by the ofiSoers of thia 
iiistitntion : • ( 

At a meeting of tlie Officers of Armory Square Hospital, Washington, 
D. C, held this 6th inst, at the office of the Surgeon in Charge, called 
upon the occasion of the death of their fellow officer, AcL Ass^t Surgeon 
W. H. BuTLXR, who died February 5th, after a lingering illness of several 
months, from Tubercular Consumption, the following was resolved : 

That in this dispensation of an all-wise Providence, we recognize the hand of Him 
" That doeth all lliinga well,** and while we are grieved to part with one endeared to 
us by so maay qualities of the gentleman and officer, we meekly bow, fecliDg ** What 
is our loss is his gain." 

Resolved — As a brother officer, having during the entire war been in the service 
of his country, in which he has died, and having patriotically left a large practice 
for it, we part with him with more than ordinary feelings of regret; for by his 
assiduous attention to his patients; his skillful practice ; his gentlemanly and officer 
like demeanor, we feel in him our profession has lost a noble 0an a faithful student. 

Resolyed — That to his bereaved wife and family, we extend our most cordial and 
heart-felt sympathies, feeling while in this loss they have been bereft of an affec- 
tionate and faithful husband and father, there is ** One who is a father to the father- 
less, and a husband to the widow," and who will not desert them in this their hour 
of need. 

Resolved — t*hat a copy of the above resolutions be forwarded to the family of the 
deceased, and be published in the Armj^ Square Hotpital OastUe^ Wa»hinf/Um CAron> 
tc/r, RepMiean^ and Buffalo Medieal Journal. 



HEALTH PHYSICIAN AND THE REPORT OP DEATHS. 

We notice that our friend *' Medicus»*' in his remarks upon intua-aascep- 
iioD, and under his own signature, concludes that the present Health Phy- 
aidan la not aware that there is a Medical Journal published in Buffiilo, or 
ia indifferent to the interests of the profession, since he does not famish it 
with hia monthly report of deaths; also, he thinks possibly the EditoR is sot 
aoxioua to give it a place, or willing to make suffident effort to obtain it 

We do not propose to speak for the Health Physician. Our pages are 
opep, he can speak for himself. The causes of death in Balialo are eati- 
mated by physicians in about one-half of the number as usually reported 
while the remainder is made up by Friends, or Undertakers, and Quacks. 
Phyaidans attach no great importance to the report, since convnlsions, 
teething, ansemia, disease of the brain, heart, lungs, spine, kidney, etc, etc^ 
ar« the headings under which are arranged the causes of death, even by 
phyaiciaD^ to say nothing of other souroea from which the Health Physi- 
cian makes out hit monthly report. If the Health Phy»idan should report 
VOL. 3, HO. 8 — 41. 
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ten cases of iQius Busoeption in a year, it wonid never oocar to the Editor of 
this Journal that a single ease had actually occurred, unless he should fill 
up bj whom certified, and the number verified by post-mortem czaminatioti. 
It requires no argument to shoir that the report of deaths, as furnished, is 
the merest farce in the world, and though the Editor is ready to publish 
and to make all reasonable effort to obtain it, still he would not like to have 
any one infer that he regards the record of the causes of death of any value 
whatever. It would be well to place in the Journal this report imperfect, 
as it must necessarily be^ not that it would show cau93 of death, but it does 
ahow the number of deaths, where they occur, whj certiti*^ to them, be- 
tween what ages, and from what country. The causes of death are unknown 
to the Health Physician, and all intelligent physicians, who bestow a mo- 
menfs thought upon it, will discover that under our present system of 
reporting the causes of death the profe^ion lose nothing if it is unpublished. 
It was for a time placed in the Journal as an original communication, and 
often occupied two or three pages. While we do not regard it worthy of 
space at great length, for the reasons we have assigned, still we shall feel 
under deep obligations to the Health Physician if he will fiirnish us his 
report for publication. We have no doubt the present eCBcient Health 
officer is most fully aware of the objections we have suggested, and regrets 
his inability to furnish more reliable staiistica. 



REVIEWS. , 
A Treatise on Pharmctcv. Designed as a Text-Book for the Student, and 
as a Guide for the Jmt/sician and Pharmaceutist, containing the ofidal 
and unofficial Formulas, and numerous examples of Extemporaneous 
Prescriptions, By Edward Parrish, Oraduate in Pharmacy^ member 
of the Philadelphia College of Pharmacy; of the Academy of Nat-, 
ural Sciences of Philadelphia, and of the American Pharmaceutical 
Aesoeiation; Principal of the School of Practical Pharmacy^ Phila- 
delphia. Third Edition, thoroughly Revised and Improved^ vith 
Important Additions, with Two Hundred and Thirty-Eight lliut^ 
Irations. Philadelphia, Blanch^rd & Lba, 1864. 

This is a complete treatise upon Pharmacy, and contains a great amount 
of information not connected with official preparations. There are intro^ 
duced in this edition working formulas for many official preparations, from 
the new edition of the National Pharmacopoeia, which will be found to 
increase the value of the work, especially to the practical Pharmaceutist. 
These are followed by remarks upon the properties and uses of these com- 
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-poands. The process for preparing and dispensing medicines are separately 
•desofibed and lUusirated. Chemical componnds are arranged in a manner 
to ahow their composition, properties and doses. Formulas are introduced 
which cannot fail to be of advantage to those who are interested, and the 
work is made exceedingly valaable by the complete history it contaius of 
'the rarioos medical agents, and their uses. 

In looking over the remarks under this last head^ we are pained to see 
how easy and natural it is to say of almost all preparations '*it is unques- 
tionably a valuable auxiliary to the physician in the treatment of diseases.*' 
The above endorsement is placed after preparations as worthless, in our opin- 
ion, as Pop Beer, and still they find a place in the works on Pharmacy, and 
worse still, are represented as valuable in the treatment of what is denom- 
inated ^ Pulmonary Affections,'' or "Kidney Diseases," or some other equally 
indefinite and unscientific classification. It is well said however; medicines 
may be '' valuable to the physician," but of no use to patients. 

What does the Pharmaceutist mean when he says that ^'Tar Beer is 
unquestionably a valuable auxiliary to the physician in the treatment of 
pulmonary diseases f Is there any disease of the bug that Tar Beer will 
cure? We hope the next edition will be definite enough to tell us what 
pulmonary disease is cured by it This habit of recommending the various 
medicinal preparations is not peculiar to the book before us, it is observable 
in all similar works. Immortal honor is reserved for the author of a work 
upon Materia Medica which treats only of medicines that are really of any 
value, and assigns to each its relative and actual importance. 

This book commends itself highly to the Physician and Druggist, while 
the medical student cannot select a more complete work. 



Proceedings of the American Pharmaceutical Association at its Eleventh 
Annual Meeting, held in Baltimore^ Md^ September^ 1868. Also the 
Cimstitution and Roll of Members. Philadelphia: Mkbrihsw <& Thomp- 
aoN, Printers, 1863. 

This volume is very creditable to the Association ; its reports are attract- 
ing attention among seientitic men in all countries. The Report upon the 
Progress of Pharmacy is perhaps the one of most general interest; it 
deserves attention, and will no doubt occupy a prominent place as a record 
of observations and discoveries. The Report on the Drug Market is also 
fall of interest, and contains a great amount of information both in a com- 
mercial and scientific point of view. We regret not being able to reprint 
portions of this Report What is said of the leading arUcles of the Mate- 
ria Ifedfea are of great importance to the physician, and will afford the 
ksy to some of the disappointments which he meets in the administration 
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of drugs. <* Instead of a dnchona cODtaioing 2 or 3 per ceot of alkaloid^ 
pharmaoeutical preparatioDs of the present day, are made from those 
which contaio toe half of one per cent, and cost from 15 to ?5 caota per 
pound." 

Eleven specimens of Tine Opii of the Pharmacopoeia, obtained from the 
best dealer^ were examined, and gave the following results; Five were in 
the neighborhood of seven-twelAhs, five vary between eight and ten-twelfths,, 
while one was just about half the proper officinal strength. 

This book contains Special Reports and Essays; on Aconite Root, By 
William Proctor, jr. On Leaves and Seeds of Conium Macaiatuna, By 
George 0. Close. On Solutions of Tartaric Acid, By John M. Maisch. 
On Still for Apothecaries, By William Proctor, jr. On Still for Pharma- 
ceutical purposes, By Thomas Wiegand. On Bucbu Leaves, By P. W, 
Bedford. On Preservation of Volatile Oils, By Alfred B. Tavlor. Od 
Therapeutical Properties of Sangninarina, By H. P. Thomas, M. D. On 
Fluid Extracts, By William Proctor, jr. On the Active Principles of the 
Strychnacese, By Ferdinand F. Mayer. On the Constitution of tne Impure 
Oxides of Iron used in Medicine, By Ferris Bringhurst. On the Contam- 
ination of American Sulphuric Acid with Arsenic, By John M. Maisdi. 
On the Extraction of P^tassa from Marl, By Qeorge J. Scattergood. Also 
- Essay s'ou several other topics, all worthy of most careful perusal. 

The following subjects for prizes, open to general competition ; the awards 
to be determined and adjudged by a committee to be appointed at the 
meeting in 1864, a^s^reeably to a resolution of the Association, adopted 
August 29, 1862. /See Proceedings for 1862, vol. x, pages 47, 48.) 

1 — An Essay on Cimiclfuga Racemosa in its Chemi<jal and Pharmaceu- 
tical Relations and Medicinal Uses. 

2 — An Essay based on a Practical and Successful Experiment on the 
Culture and Preparation of EUterium in the United States, accompanied 
by a specimen of the product, of not less than 120 grains. 



BOOK NOTICES AND COMMUNICATIONS DEFERRED. 
From want of space in this number, we are compelled to defer till our 
next issue notice of the following works: 

lVan8acti(m8 of the lUitioU State Medical Society. 
ElU^ Jfedieal Formulary. New Edition. 

Jfervoui and Vascular Connection between the Mother and Fcetue in^ 
Utero. By John O'Rxillt, New York. 
DalUnCs Human Fhyeiology. 3d Edition. Blakcuard ^ Lea. 
Several original communications are also reserved for our next issue. 

PsBBOKAL Nones. — Dr. J. Andrews* Post OflSce address is hereafter 
Jamestown, Chautauqua county, N. Y. 

CoBBXGTiOK. — Our compositor lusists upon spelling <*Tefiit,'^ in our rep<Mt. 
of Commencement Exercises, with an ^%" giving the name an aooent of 
dishonesty. We assure our readers that it only gives the name an '' Irish 
brogae^" and was wholly unintentional. **Ilepentance comes, alas! too 
hue for reform." Other namea in the list of graduates may have suffered^, 
and equally require correction. 
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ART. L—Baspital Oases from the Note Book of the late W. H. Butucb, 
^A. A, Surgeon. 

Chronic Diarrhoea, — Fernando Hobbs, aged 22 yean, private Ca H, 
14tb N. H. VoU^ entered Armory Square Hospital, March 6th, 1863. Is 
of saogttine nervous temperament, rather slight built, blue eyes, light hair. 
Says he has had diarrhoea for four months, more or less. Has now blood 
ID the dejections, which are thin, watery and frequent, accompanied with 
teoe^moB. He complains of pain over the small intestines, and is weak, 
having little appetite, though he has not lost much flesh. Treatment — 
aei^. aromat, sulph. gutt 20, morph. gr. ^, eveiy 3 hours; beef tea and 
milk diet 

March 8tL The acid and morph. seems to have controlled the blood in 
the dejections, and tenesmus, though the diarrhoea continues. ^ Tannin 
and opium, gr. j, a a, every 3 hours, in pill. Treatment continued to the 
12tL No change. ' 

March 12th. ^ Mass hydr. gr. viij. 
Pulv. opii. gr. xij. 
Acidum Tannicum gr. xij. 
M. ft. pillulse No. 12. Take 1 pill every 2 hours. 

Complains of pain in his stomach, and vomiting food after meals. 
Ordered bismuth, sub nit grs. xx, in 4 powders, to take 1 after each meal. 

March 13th. The dyspeptic trouble better, but no change in the 

diarrhoea. 

^ Tannin, pulv. opii. a a, gr. zv. 

Bismuth, sub nit gra. xx. 

M. ft pillulflB No. 15, to take 1 pill every 8 houn. 

VOL. 8, HO. 9^42. 



326 HOSPITAL CASKS, BT THB LATE WM. H. BUTLBB, M. D. 

Treatment oondDued until the 15th, with the addition on tlie I4th of 
enema amjli ^iij, tannin gr. y. bed time. 

March 15th. The dejections are of a greenish, stringy mucus. Turpen- 
tine stupe to bowels, and 

fjc Cupri Bulph. gr. vj. 

Opii. pnlv. gr. xij. in 13 pills; to take 1 pill every 3 hours. 
March 16tL Diarrhoea seems aggravated, and the copper was stopped: 
the following being substituted: 
flt 01. Olive § i. 

Tr. Lavend. Comp. § iij. 
Sacb. Alba, and Acac&i a a | ss. 
Xinct Opii. 5 iij. 
Aquffi § iij. 
To uke 1 table spoonful every 3 hours. 

This seemed to give the patient most relief of any medicine tried so hr, 
the dejections being lessened nearly one-third ; he appeared better on the 
1 7th, and the remedy was continued. 

March 18th. He had relapsed, and the oil and lavendar was discon- 
tinned, and chalk mixture and paregoric p a 3ij every 2 to 4 hours given* 
the diet being exclusively boiled milk and bread. Continued until the 
evening of the 2l8t with some improvement in the number, but not in the 
character of the discharges. They are thin, watery, and very offensive. 
This evening gave 01. Ricini ^ i, Tr. Opii. 3 i| at bed Ume, brandy ^ i, 
every 3 hours. 

March 22d. Passed a comfortable night, but had several dejections 
^ Tr. opii., spts. lavend. comp. and tr. catechu a a ^ ss, tr^, to take a tea. 
spoonful every 2 hours. Treatment continued on the 23d, with the addi- 
tion of 

Plumbi acetas gr. viij. 

Morph. sulph. gr. ss. 
Aquse ^ i^^. 
To be given in the morning as an enema. 

Brandy § i, every three houte. 
March 24th. Coat. med. and brandy. 
March 25. Tannin and opi, pills a a, gr. i, every 3 hours, 
March 26th. Enemas of plumbi aoetas, grs. iij, t starch ^ iij, tr. opiL 
I i, 12 M., 6 and 8^ P. M., tannin and opii pills, 1 every 2 hours. No 
benefit seemed to follow the large enema of acetate of lead given on the 
22d, or those of 3 grains given yesterday, combined with tr. opium, and 
I only slightly affected by large doses of opium. 
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Maich 27th. Contiiine tannin and opiam pills every 2 hours, OL olire . 
§ i every 4 hours; continued with henefit on the 28th, with the addition 
of brandy on the ktter day § i, every 4 hours. The dejections continuing 
ao greenish and stringy, I had one of the medical gentlemen connected 
with the hospital examine a specimen under the microscope, and he reports 
the spots or patches noticed as floating in the aqueous discharffes, as patches 
of the intestioal mucous surface. 

March 29th. To stop all medicine except brandy, ^ i, every 3 hours, 
beef tea freely. 

March SOth. Nitric acid was ordered, but could not be obtained, and 
aromat. sulph. acid was substituted, 20 drops every 3 boun» in water. A 
tympanitic state of the bowels came on about mid-day, for which 
01. Terbinth 3 ij. 
Mncil. Gum Acacia § iij. 
Aque Menth. 3 iij* 

To take a table spoonful every 3 hours until relieved, and to have a 
tarpeatine stupe over bowels. 

March Slst. The bowels are better; little tension is apparent; continued 
the acid, 20 drops every 8 hours, brandy ^ i, every 3 hours, beef tea 
freely 

April 1st. Has continued much the same as respects the diarrhoea for 
A week past Q* Enema amyli ^ i, tr. opii. 3 i> plumbi acetas gr. iij, every 
3 hours; diet — ^tea, toast, beef tea and milk; brandy § i, every 3 hours. 
Ijs Pnlv. opii. gr. xij, plumbi acetas gr. vj, in 12 pills. To take 1 pill every 
3 hours. This treatment carefully followed until the 8d. Twentieth day, 
ordered hydr, chlor. corrosium gr. j, que ^ i, dose, 10 drops, 3 times daily, 
and to continue enemas. Continued 3 days, when some irritation seemed 
to be caused, and it was stopped on the 6th. The treatment to-day con- 
sisted of emplast vesical, 4x4, to, bowels, enemas as above, three times, 
morning, noon and night. 

7tL Enemas of ^ iij. alum water, every 4 hours, (15 grs. to the § i 
of water,) and brandy § i, every 3 hours. 

8tL The alum water gives him much pain, and was discontinued. 
^ S. Quinia gr. xij. 
Morphia gr. iij. 
Pulv. Camphor gr. x. 

M. ft dbart So. 12. One powder every 3 hours. Continued brandy. 
Ckyntiuned on the 9th and part of the 10th, but the diarrhoea increasing 



he was ordered chalk mixture and par^oric, a a 5 )}« every 2 honn* 
contiQaed until the 14h, simply restraining an excessive diarrhcea. 
Q; Mist. Creta Comp. 3 as* 
Tinct Catecha 5 )• 
01. Creosote, gatt i, (1.) 

To take the* above dose 3 times, daily, with Tr. Iron 10 dr(^ 3 Umea 
in water, | ss. 

15th. Says he is Dot so well. Treatment changed to 01. Oliver 3 U 
every 4 honrs, chalk mixture and paregoric a a 5 ij» every 3 hours. Coo* 
tinned until the 20th, yesterday, the oil being diminished to 30 dropsy 3 
times daily. The oil being given only 3 times daily after the 15th, he had 
improved somewhat under this, being up and about the house. To-day 
only the chalk mixture and paregoric was given. 

21st Ordered oak bark 3 ii to be steeped in water Oj, 2 hours^ and to 
take/ ^ i, every 3 hours. Continued with marked benefit until the 22d, 
when he left for home on a furlough. 

Remarks^ — The remedies most used, and which seemed to be' of moat 
benefit, were sweet oil, the combination of chalk mixture and paregoric, 
and the oak bark tea. 



ART. II. — Oun-ihot wound through left Tarsus — Amputation in lower 
third of leg, more than six months after the receipt of the injury — Case 
occurring in Stanton CT. S, A. General Hospital^ Surgeon John A, 
LiDXLL, U. 5. V. in charge — Reported by Wm. H. Gail, M. D. 

Private, Frederick Stackpole, . Co. A, Sixth Maine Volunteers^ aged 20 
years^ and of sound constitution, was wounded in the left foot by a conical 
leaden bullet in the battle of Fredericksburg, Ya., May 3d, 1863. The 
miffsile paased through the tarsus in an oblique direction from within, out- 
wards, and from before backwards. It entered in the neighborhood of the 
internal cuneiform bone, and escaped a short distance below the external 
malleolus, fracturing the bones of the tarsus in its passage. The ankle joint 
was not involved. He was admitted to Stanton Hospital May 6th, 1863. 
The injured foot was then inflamed, hot, and swollen to about twice its natr- 
nral size; but the patient's general condition was good. It was deemed 
advisable to attempt to save the limb, and with a view to accomplbh that 
, result, the ice dressing was prescribed for the foot, together with a good 
diet and qnietode* 
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Uaj SUl SnppuratioD commenced ; ordered Butritious diet and milk 
puDcfa. 

May lOtL Slight bleeding from wound, which was stopped by the 
Liq, Perri, persulph. on lint. 

May 20th. Pus collected in the sole of the foot; liberated it by several 
incirions through the plantar fascia. 

During the month of June no good change occurred. The discharge 
from the wounds and incisions continued healthy ; a few pieces of bone, 
small in size, also came away. He was cheerful, and had a good appetite; 
pulse natural; the tumefaction of the foot gradually assumed an indurated 
character. 

During the month of July there were occasional inflammatory exacerba- 
tions of the foot The excessive heat of the weather also debilitated him 
somewhat. Ijt Tinct. Ferri, Mur. gtt xt, three times a day. 

In the course of the month of August several pieces of carious bone, 
varying in size from a pea to a hickory nut were removed at different times. 
The discharge remained about the same in quantity and of good quality. 
Tried compression of the swollen foot by means of a bandage, but derived 
no advantage from it. Patient's spirits and appetite good. On pleasant 
days he leaves the ward to get the benefit of out-door atmosphere. 

About the middle of September he had a diarrhoea for three days, which 
was controlled with bismuth sub. nit 

In the course of the month of October and the fore part of November 
he recovered entirely from the debility engendered by the excessively hot 
weather of the summer and the diarrhoea of September, but the foot did 
not improve ; it continued swollen to about twice the natural size, and was 
very hard in feeling. The orifices of the gun-shot wound remained open, 
and a probe could readily be passed from the one to the other through the 
tarsus; the probe also detected a good deal of bare bone in the same local- 
ity. The discharge had become thin, serous' and straw colored. The 
patient had become rather thin in flesh, but in every other respect his con- 
dition was good. 

There being no prospect of making the foot useful, it was amputated, 
by the circular method, in the lower third of the leg, by Surgeon John A. 
lideU, November 24, 1863, the patient being under sulphuric ether. But 
little blood was lost, and but little ''shock" exhibited; some hemorrhage 
occurred from the stump after it had been dressed. It was opened, a small 
WDount of coagnlum removed, and the bleeding stopped by Liq, Ferri, per 
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Bolph. applied on scraped lint The prindpal aouroe of the hemorrhage 
vas a small artery in the medullary canal of the tibia, and another in thai 
of the fibula. 
Dec. 4tb. Patient in good spirits and progressing well in every respects 



ART. IJL— Abstract of the Proceedings of the Bufalo Medical Association. 

TuBBDJY EvKNiNO, Mafch Ist, 1864. 

Tbe President, Dr. Congar, in the Chair, The minutes of the last meet- 
ing read and accepted. 

Dr, Rochester remaiked upon the recurrence of Scarlet Fever, aud 
related an instance where foUr children had the disease, an intelligent mother 
assuring him that they had all had it before. This, if true, he regarded aa 
quite remarkable, yet not so strange since all had been exposed to the same 
influence. He also related an instance where scarlet fever, erysipeks and 
, puerperal fever were all found at the same time, and in the sao^^e house; 
thought there was a well marked connection in these diseases. Had 
often attended cases of re-occurrence of scarlet fever; his own brother he 
had attended during two attacks, while he had not himself ever had the 
disease. 

Dr, Wetmare had noticed the prevalence among the soldiers at i^ori 
Porter, of acute pharangitis/ the inflammation extending greatly in all diroo- 
tions. In some cases there was high fever; some appeared diphtheritic in 
character; these were more troublesome and dan/^erous than where tJiere 
was no appearance of diphtheria. Had used the various astringents and 
caustics, — nit. silver, sul. zinc, tannin, persulphate of iron, etc Would like 
to hear the experience of other members of the Association. 

Dr. Johnson had been called to visit cases similar to those reported by 
Dr. Wetmore. Had observed that where there was the diphtheritic exuda- 
tion the cases were more protracted and troublesome^ and did not yield to 
treatment so readily. He had prescribed the usual remedies in such cases^ 
and they had terminated favorably. 

Dr. Miner remarked, that since they had passed the order of exerciaes 
for << voluntary communications," and no one had seen fit to o£fer anything 
under that head, he would present what he had to say under the preaent 
order of exercises^ and call it an epidemic of Fistula in Ano. His atten- 
tion had recently been attcaoted to the nature of this affection by having 
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had MTenl oases presented for operation, or for determining the propriety 
of operatiTe treatment with view to its safety. IJDtil within the past few 
years it was supposed to be unsafe to make radical cure of anal fistda, 
upon the ground that it acted as a sort of derivative, carrying off the 
imparities of the system, and protecting it from the encroachments of more 
serious disease. Idiopathic fistula, associated as it very often is with tuber- 
cnlar disease of the lung, was formerly regarded as almost a part of that 
disease, and certainly as exercising a great control over its progress and 
tpnnination. That it is often found associated with consumption there can 
be no doubt, and in many instances should not be interfered with. In the 
]ate stages of consumption, when nothing is to be gained by the radical 
cure of any associate affection, and when all operative interference U dan- 
geroQi^ there can be no good argument for attempting its cure. Ezduding 
this condition, the question of operation for radical cure of fistula, even 
when the general symptoms of tuberculosis are present, without as yet any 
local physieal evidences of the disease, is an open one, and one which every 
practical surgeon is repeatedly called to consider and decide. It is very 
common to see patients with many of the general symptoms of consump- 
tion, who in reality have no disease of the lung; who suffer from fistula 
which has deranged the digestion, enfeebled the constitution, and induced a 
condition of debility and anaemia, not unlike that which attends tuberculo- 
ns, without of course the local evidences of consumption, though cough and 
expectoration are often present, induced by the condition of debility which 
has resnlted from protracted suffering and profuse mucous and purulent 
discharge. It is almost unexceptional, that patients when cured of fistula, 
improve in fiesh and strength; oftentimes this change is remarkable. — 
That people die after such operation is Artain; that they sometimes die of 
consumption not long after, is quite probable; that they ever die in conse- 
qneoce of the cure of ^snch disease is by no means established. 

That fistula in ano induces the very disease for which it is often regarded 
as a cure, appears rational and philosophical. We see tuberculosis com- 
mence and progress when the system if reduced from any cause ; and cer- 
tainly a more * direct and efficient agency cannot be conceived, than the 
constant purulent discharge, deranged digestion, pain and irritation which 
generally attends fistnla in ano. When this condition is produced by any 
other canse we do not hesitate to attempt its removal, and it will probably 
be difficult to show why attempt should not be made to remedy this condi- 
tioa of depression by curing the discharge, and by all the common reme- 
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dm of stimiilus and supporU by which modern praciitioiiers aUempi lo 
r^ve or caie» all oases of debility from whatever causes they may ^ring* 
It is by no means a new view to take of this disease^ Aid would not luvra 
been introduced this eaening had there appeared anythin^ir more attraetive. 
These considerations and many nK)re connected with this subject, had fovoed 
themselves upon his attention in repeated instances during the last few 
weeks, and it was presented, since man^ members of the profession, still 
hold to the former doctrines of non-interference in this loathsome, and in 
most instances easily and uniformly curable disease, upon the ground that 
it is protective in its influence. 

Dr. Rochestir said that before dismissing the previous subject, he woukl 
call the attention of the members of the Association to the use. of per- 
manganate of potash as a topical application, in diphtheritic and other 
anginose disorders. Employed as a gargle two grains to an ounce of 
water ; it entirely removed foetor, and appeared also to allay irritation, and 
to induce a less morbid action. His experience in its employment was lim- 
ited to five casesto and he mentioned it rather as an agent worthy of trial, 
than as a tested and approved remedy. As to the *< epidemic'' of fistula 
in ano, with which Dr. Miner's patients have been visited, a^d of which he 
has given us an account, he had nothing to say, but that gentleman's q>eo- 
ulations as to the pathology and treatment of fistula in ano, especially in 
its relations to pulmonary tuberculosis, he could not but regard as errone- 
ous, and indeed mischievous, if any one should be induced to adopt and act 
upon them. The question broached was not a new one, and Dr, R. wsb 
really sorry to see it revived in this Association, after a slumber of two 
years or thereabouts, for he was still consenrative enough, or old fashioned 
enough to believe, that the accumuMed experience of the profession for the 
past century-— even if not given in a numerical or tabular form — ^was 
worthy of respect and consideration. That the voice of the profession was 
unanimous against operations for fistula in ano, in tubercular persons, no 
one would dispute^ save that very small number who bring forward start* 
ling revolutions or novelties, more to make themselves eonspicuous, than to 
really advance the interests of humanity or of the medical profession.-— 
That fistula in ano is, as it were, a safety-valve to tubercular persona, was 
a fact as well established as it was possible, and scarcely any physictaQ 
whose practice has extended over a period of ten or fifteen years, can fiul 
to have had positive evidence to that effect. It is argued that as pulmo- 
nary tuberculosis results from exhaustion, debility and innutrition, that 
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^ in Mus by indncisg thaae very c(mdiii(»a» developa tnberd«r or has* 
tOM ita piogien when pre-ezisdiig. The premiaea, although tnie in the 
main, an by no meana uniTeraally 80» and the conclusion ia entirely theoret- 
ioalt -and aa before stated, the very opposite of the actual fact. Many 
inatoooea might be cited in proof of this position, but it really seemed un- 
neeassary to spend time in their rehearsal. The phyaician who ezaminea a 
patient with' fistula in ano, must be extremely careful in asaerting that 
*'the lungs are free from disorder," for the fistuU not only acta as a deriva- 
tife and safe-guard, but on the principle of "ubi irritaUo ildjitautj^^ actu- 
ally masks or silences the physical indications of pulmonary tuberde. By 
this assertion Dr. Rochester said that he wished to be distinctly understood 
to refer to the nice and delicate evidences of tubercular deposit, afforded by 
loeafiaed bronchitis, by roughened or prolonged expectoration, and by modifi- 
cationa of the pitch or note of respiration and rocalization. That when 
tobefdo existed to such an extent as to produce dullness on percussion, or 
bronebophony, or to exclude air from a considerable portion of the lung— 
whether there n^ras a fistula or not, it did not require a very delicate, 
practiced or attentive ear to determine the presence^ and the action, past or 
pfogressive of tubercle. Dr. Rochester did not daim that, in every instance 
alial fistula prevented the evolution or stayed the progress of pulmonaiy 
tttberculoaia, and he would even admit that in some few and exceptional 
cases, that it would not only be proper but best to close the fistula, the 
pracantion being always taken to precede the operation by the establiah- 
ment of an issue in the arm, and subsequently to keep the same perma> 
neatly in operation. 

In conclusion Dr. Rochester said, that if he had spoken warmly, it was 
from his earnest conviction that a most Mlacioua theory had been Iroached, 
and that it was his duty to oppose it; that he disclaimed any personal 
reflection, and that he hoped his remarks would be received, as they were 
madcb aimply with reference to the welfare of suffering humanity. 

J>r. Jfmar said that Dr. Rochester had replied to Us reiparks with more 
spifit than was common, when simple questions of science or fact were 
dipeaaaed. The accusation, that those who hold to and advocate the oppo- 
site from himself, have not the good of humanity or the profession at heart , 
butadeebe to make tibemaelvee conspicuous, is so manifestly absurd, as 
to require no comment ** The accumukited experience of the profeasion 
for the past century," was indeed worthy of respect and consideration, 
aad it was with the view of giving it this consideratioQ and examuiation^ 
VOL. 8, KO. 9^-48. 
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thftt he had introdooed this svbject; a Blomber in the Societj of two ; 
xii%ht well be broken. It \% true that meet p^iynoiaiia^ of ten or fifteen 
yean' practice, have seen fatal cases of consnmptioii after operatioDa fiw 
fistula; but it is bj no means ''established" that the cure of ihe fistula 
exerdsed any injurious inf uence. Erery experienced surgeon has obeenred, 
after Ihe cui^ of fistula, marked improvement in the general health and 
strength — has observed this even in cases with constitutional tendency to^ 
and general appearance ot tuberculosis. They continue for years in better 
health and strength, but die sometimes years later, of consumption. — 
This is the << positive evidence," more common than any other, that fistula 
in ano acts as a ^ safety-valve in consumption." A physician must be very 
conservative and old-fashioned indeed not to discover the £sllaey of the 
<* accumulated eiperience of the past century in a matter upon which it ia 
BO impossible to obtain any like positive proof." The assertion made by 
Dr. Rochester, that fistula in ano ^ masks or silences the physical evideuoss 
of tuberoulosis," is quite remarkable, and, even with his explanationa and 
qualifications^ amounts to the assertion that the earlier, nicer, and more 
delicate evidences of tubercular disease are not to be discovered wfaea 
fistula exists, and therefore, though no palpable evidence of tubercale is 
presenti operation should not be made for fear there may be undisoovorable 
consumption. Following this line of argument, ten or fifteen years later the 
patient dies of consumption, and it is set down as positive proof that the 
cure of fistula was the fatal mistake. It was distinctly stated, in introduc- 
ing the subject) that fistula, in connection with tubercular disease^ should 
many times be allowed to remain, as nothing could be gained by interf^- 
ence. If it acts as a safety valve, preventing the approach or retarding the 
progress of tuberculosis, it should certainly remain undisturbed ; and sub- 
stituting a similar, but less efficient protection, could hardly be regarded as 
justifiable. This idea, a part of that old and exploded system of oounter- 
irritation, emetics, cathartics and starvation, has been re>printed in maay 
standard works and brought down to us from a former generation. That 
such view should obtain support, when the nature^ and causes of both these 
diseases were much less understood, is not remarkable; but that it should 
coutinue to prevail, when all its fellow absurdities have become nearly ex- 
tinct, is a matter of surprise and regret He had often to combat this view 
in practice, and though he was not ambitious to have others adopt views 
similar to his own, he was glad of an opportunity to say that he believed 
it generally — almost always, desirable^ in the treatment of any disease of 
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debilitj, to relieve the system of all soarcds of irritation or ezhauation, and 
to restore it as speedilj as possible to its aocastomed vigor. Medidnefl^ 
admiQistered with that view, were nseleas aod inoperative, unless the caoses 
of delnlitj and depression coald be removed. Profose supparation or ao- 
natuU dischaiges from any oaose were much more active in depressing 
than any known medication in raising the vital powers. Thit matter does 
not rest, as asserted, upon theoretical groands alone. Cases, illustrative of 
the benefits of early operations in fistala, are by no means wanting, and 
when we are told that yean are necessary to complete onr record, we can 
but think that half the same period woald have sofficed had no operatiott 
been made. 

Dr. RoehuUr replied that he had no desire to prolong^the discussion. 
Whether his . remarks deserved the imputation cast upon them, or whether 
they woold bear the interpretation given them, he preferred to leave te 
othen to determine. On one point however, there was evidently a very 
material misapprehension. He had spoken of a professional experience of 
tea or fifteen years, as necessary for proper medical obsiirvation, without 
leferenee to that time, as applied to the course or progress of tubercle, in 
any given ease. The history of the diseased condition, in question, in most 
inrtanoes, is something like this: A person has a cough, has had perhaps 
hsmoptysis, physical exploration determines to a greater or less extent the 
prssence of pulmonary tubercle. Fistula in ano sets in. The cough ceases ; 
years pass by, (in one instance eighteen.) The general health, if not robust, 
k £ur. The patient becomes tired of the local annoyance, in operated upon, 
and is happy for a brief period, but in a few months the old cough returns^ 
and in from one to three years death ensues from phthisis puJmonalis. 

On motion of Dr. Wychoff it was 

VoUd that Dr. Brown, House Physician and Surgeon to the Buffiido 
General Hospital, be invited to participate in the proceedings of the Asso- 
ciation until time was afforded to complete his membership in the County 
Bodety. 

Dr. Ayer was proposed for membership. , 

Voted to adjourn to the first Tuesday evening in April. 

J. F. HiNBB, Secretary. 

AFPomiiaHTa CovnajcEb. — ^The Senate has confirmed the appointment 
of Medioal Inspector Joseph K. Barnes, U. 8. A., to be Medical Inspector 
n. 8. A^ with the rank of ColoneL 
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ART. iV.-^TIimor tn Me Nech--*Admisnon of Air iiUo Vein — i>eatk 
forty hours after Operation. Br J. F. Miitbb, M. D. 

Joseph Fisher, of LaDcaster, Erie County, N. Y., presented for remoral 
A large tumort situated upon the left side of the neck, extending from abont 
midway of the ear above, to under the cUvicle below; posteriorly, id near 
the spinal ptoceoBes of the cervical vertebrae, while anteriorly it reached to 
the trachea, overkpingit in the middle portion. It was movaUe and 
lobulated, appearing as if en^sted. There was not great pain. It was 
of two years' standings having attained this size in that short period. The 
general health had suffered from it, or other causes not discovered, and the 
patient presented a sallow, anaemic condition, and was unable to continue 
labor as a farmer. He was admitted to a private ward in the BuflUo 
Qeneral Hospital March 24th, and assisted by Drs. Lothrop and Brown 
and students of medicine^ operation was made while fully under the influ- 
ence of sulphuric ether. While attempting to enucleate that portion which 
extended down somewhat under the clavide, the internal jugular vein was 
torn, or partially cut, and air immediately drawn into the vein by the 
respiratory effort. It appeared alniiost as much inhaled as if drawn into 
the trachea; it was as distinct and unmistakable. The vessel was immedi- 
ately seiaed and sucoeasfully ligated without great loss of blood, not how- 
ever until two or three distinct inhalations of air into the vein had created 
the expectation that respiration would perhaps cease almost immediatelyi 
as is sometimes the case after such admiaaion of air. This was not the 
case, and with the exception of a constant cough, no immediate effects were 
produced. The operation was successfully completed, and the patient 
placed comfortably in bed, re-action being soon fully established. During 
most of the next day the patient appeared quite comfortable, conversed freeiy 
and naturally, and assured his friends that he was not in pain and felt welL 
Pulse 120 to ISO per minute; respiration hurried; bronchial rale over Idl 
lung, the right having natural respiratory murmer; cough continued severe. 
Towards night the symptoms increased in severity, and there was some 
diflkulty of articulation and deglutition; respiration more hiyried, and 
pulse more frequent, feeble^ and irregular; death took place forty hours 
alter the operation. 

That air was admitted into the internal jugular vein there c^ be no 
doubt; that this admission of air was the cause of death, or even the 
cause of the cough, bronchial irritation, etc., etc, ia certainly matter of 
some uncertainty. Poet mortem examination could not be obtaiMd* eoi 
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h&i it b«eD ikiadfl^ though it would have enabled us to gire a more com- 
pleto history of the case, it probably would have thrown very little if any 
light upon the immediate causes of death. The exposure and disturbance 
of the important nerves in thi^ r^on, may have operated to embarrass 
NspifBtion and paralyze the^ musdes of deglutition as directly and fatally 
as adauflsion of air to the large veins, though this latter is a more fashion^ 
able way of explaining the termination of such a case. The facts that no 
immediate ill effects were produced by the admission of air, and that partial 
paralyaia supervened, lead to the inference that possibly nervous connections 
were injured or destroyed, and that the unfavorable termination was due to 
th]% rather than to the effects of admission of air to the veins. Possibly 
both these causes operated to produce this result 

**The veins through which air is usually spontaneously admitted in sur* 
gieal operations, are those about the neck, particularly the external and 
internal jugular, and their immediate branches. It may also enter by the 
veina of the face, the axilla, and the chest In one of Dr. Mott's cases it 
famed in through the facial vein during the removal of an enlarged parotid 
g^and. Dr. Warren had an instance in which it was introduced by the sub- 
eapular vein; Clemot saw it entor by the veins of the chest; and Delpeck 
had a case where it gained admission by the axillary vein." The reason 
why the veins in these localities are more subject to this accident is, that 
they are under the influence of a suction action, during inspiration, owing 
to a tendency to the formation of a vacuum within the chest during the 
expansion of the lungs. This action is mostly confined to the veins at the 
root of the neck, and it is here that air is most liable to enter spontane- 
ously, though it may pass in through the veins of other parts, and is 
equally injurious when admitted at greater distances from the heart and 
lungs. This accident has happened to many surgeons, and in some instan- 
ces been attended by immediately fatal results. The immediate cause of 
death in these cases has been variously explained ; it is remarkable what 
variety of opinions there is upon the subject among medical writers. 

There wli in this case none of the common effects of such accident, and 
it is by no means certain that the admission of air influenced the termina- 
tion of the case. 

The disturbance of the important nerves may have been the cause of 
the embarrassed respiration, and this together with the shock of operation, 
may perhaps partially account for the symptoms and termination. 

The report of an unsuooeesfbl operation is really of much more value — 
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id more instructive atid suggeBtive than of many wholly auoeeitfttl 
They are more valuable 0gain beeause they are much more rarei Saigery 
which 18 successful is reported witli pride and pleasure^ while the fiularea 
are concealed and suppressed. On this account we have reported ih% 
above, giving all an opportunity to judge for themselves as to the causes o€ 
/ailnre or the conditions necessary to success. 
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^<m the 2f, Y. Mtdieal InOfgrntUnL 
McMUNN»S ELIXIR OF OPIUM. 
Does it possess any superiority over other preparations of Opwmf 

In the Philadelphia Medical and Surgical Reporter for February 37th, 
1864, is a communication from ^'G. C. S.,^ of which the following is a 
copy: » 

**BdUor MecUeal and Surgical Reporter : 

<^The following redpe for making this preparation was found among the 
effectrof the late Dr. James R. Chilton, the celebrated Chemist of the city 
of New York: 

<< 1, Take five pounds of Turkey opium, cut in small pieces and dried* 
and put it into a large, strong, glass jar, with a wide mouth, and pour on it 
sulphuric ether enough to a little more than to cover it; then stop the jar 
tight with a glass stopple to prevent its evaporation ; set it away in a cod 
place, and stir it with a stick, so that all the lumps may be broken. At 
the end of the week drain off the ether, and again pour on as much more, 
and repeat, stirring it every day for a week longer, when it may be drained 
off as before. Then stop the jar tight, and lay it down on its side^ so that 
all the ether that accumulates near its mouth may be drained o£& and 
repeat doing so until the opium is all dry. Then expose it to the open air 
for a few days. 

* The sulphuric ether extracts from the opium the narcotine^ which is its 
most deleterious principle, and also deprives it of its peculiar noxious odor, 
so that the elixir will not smell of it thereafter. 

** 2. Now to free the opium of the smell of thei^ether, and to extract 
its valuable medicinal properties, boil it in water, as follows: Poor into a 
tin boiler four gallons of pure soft water, and when hot (not boiling) put 
m the opium, when a great ebulition will take plac% wUsh is omuig to the 
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•fsporaUon of the ethar. Then let it boil ten or twelve minutes, occasion- 
ally itirriog it so that the lumps of the ether maj be all broken and dis. 
solved. Then set it away tiU the next day, when it should be* strained 
fthrongh a doth strainer, and if ther^ be not four gallons of the solution, 
pour on the leached opium boiling water enough to make that quantity 
when it is strained and clear. 

r5 When in the state of watery solution, it is better to be kept in stone 
erocks that will hold about two or three gallons each, and in a cool place as 
m oeDar; after standing five or six days the dear solution should be care- 
fully dipped off into a large tin can. The skimmings'^and dregs should be 
strained, and when clear put with the other. 

'* 3. To this four gallons of watery solution, add five and a half gallons 
of alcohol, and stir the mixture thoroughly ; then cover the can tight so as 
Hf prevent evaporation. After standing a few days, the dear elixir may be 
carefully dipped off into another can. and the dregs at the bottom stramed, 
and when dear, poured into another. 

. * Now, after standing undisturbed for a few weeks, it will be fit to use. 
It will be equivalent to laudanum, both in its strength and the size of its 
dose. 

" It was doubtless upon receiving this knowledge of making the prepara- 
tion, that Dr. Chilton was induced to give the following testimonial : 

*'Nbw York, December 29, 1836. 

'* Dr. John B. McMunn having made known to me the process by which 
he prepares his ^Elixir of Opium,' and wishing me to state my opinion 
eonoeming it, I therefore say, that the process is in accordance with well 
known chemical laws, and that the preparation must contain all the valua- 
ble principles of opium, without those which are considered as deleterious 
and useless. 

<* J. R. Chilton, M. D., Operative Chemist, etc. 

a€. S." 

A full discussion upon this ^ret preparation of Opium will be of very 
great interest to the profession, of interest not only in dedding the question 
of its alleged superiority over other preparations of opium, but also as to 
the part the profession themselves have taken in encouraging and fostering 
A secret remedy which, by their recommendations, has been sold to the 
pabHc St an enormous profit. It is now, and for many years has been, one 
of the most stringent rules of the medical profession, that every new dis- 
covery in any branch of the science, shonld not bdong to any one individ- 
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ual of the profession, but should be published to the widest possible extant^ 
for the benefit of the whole profession, that thev might saooessfuUy combat 
the disease they are called upon to treaL 

This rule is now a part of the code of Medical Ethica» adopted by the 
National Medical Association. With most of the profession, no rtdeot this 
kind has been needed, for they have honorably gi?en to the whole profu- 
sion through the world the results of their discoveries and sdentific 
researches. So far as our memory serves, this is the only instance in this 
country wherein a physician has deviated from this just rule, and been sus- 
tained by the profession in so doing. The peculiar circumstances under 
which this remedy was first presented to the profession, had everything to 
do with its pecuniary success. Dr. McMunn engaged the active co-operation 
of Mr. Adamson, the proprietor of the well-known drug store, No. G, 
Bowery, and at that time one of the best pharmaceutists in our city, and an 
upright, earnqst man. strong in his friendship and equally strong in his 
prejudices. Mr. Adamson's store was the meeting-place of a large number 
of medical men, and the dictum that went forth from that establishment 
was considered law. Mr. Adamson was authority, and no man could 
remain his friend who dared to dispute what he authoritatively asserted ; 
he stated that McMunn's Elixir of Opium was superior to every other pre- 
paration of that drug, and induced the profession who visited his store to 
try it To any one who raised the question of secresy, Dr. Chiltoo's 
recommendation was shown, and it was stated that Dr. McMunn had been 
at great expense and trouble in the discovery of his secret, and that he was 
poor and absoUtely needed the re- payment of his outlay. 

Dr. McMunn may have gone to others before he put himself in the 
hands of Mr. Adamson, but my memory does not carry me back farther 
than the time I knew them to be associated together. While at Mr. Adam- 
/son*s store one day, I questioned the propriety of the profession sustaiam^ 
this secret remedy, and stated as my belief, from experiments that I had 
tried, that it contained no advantages over some other preparatioDs of 
opium. I was taken up pretty sharply by Mr. Adamson, who in all hon- 
esty and earnestness, diflfered from me on all the points raised, bat I offered 
to back my assertions by proof. A few days afterwards Mr. Adamson and 
Dr. McMunn called upon me^ wishing to interest me in the saocess of thia 
remedy. Dr. McMunn explained to me that this preparation of opiam 
contained all the active principles of the drug, excepting that it wna 
deprived of much of the bad taste and smell, and was entirely robbed of ita 
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narcoUe property, that it waf denarcaUzed. I asked him if he meant bj 
diat^ that the morphia was taken from it> or that moiphia was the miieotio 
principle ? He said that morphia was not the narcotic prhidple^ but that 
there was another principle in opium which was a stimulating naroodc, that 
caused headache and constipalion, and that his preparation was deprired of 
that injurious principle, leaving all the good properties of the drug behind. 
I asked him if nareoUne was that principle which he abstracted, and after 
some hesitation and circumlocution, he admitted that it wafv, I told him 
that as a chemist I had abstracted narcotine from opium many times; that 
I had tried its effects on others and npon myself, and that I could not dis- 
cover that it possessed the slightest narcotic property, and that I had sev- 
eral times taken it in two-grain d^ses, without any apparent effect 

My two visitors asserted dictatorial!/ and authoritatively, that I was a 
dangerous and an ignorant man ; that Dr. B. and Dr. C, and all the best 
physicians of the city knew and acknowledged the advantages of this pre- 
paration over all and every other preparation of opium, and that my ignor- 
ance was only equalled by my insolence in presuming to think differently 
from the universaUy accepted doctrine of the profession. 

After this interview they told their friends that I was crazy, and not a 

little dangerous. Not much liking the treatment I received, I tried many 

experiments to imitate this secret reipedy, and after repeated trials made by 

exactly the same process that we have presented at the beginning of this 

article, a preparation that could not be distinguished from jt. But nobody 

woukl use it; it could be sold at six cents au ounces whereas the ^f&nmns 

waa worth twenty -five cents; of course it was worthless. But time proves 

all things, and after awhile we had scientific facts coming to us from acrois 

the water — ^by transmission across the ocean they were entitled to consider- 

Adon. Professor O'Sbaughnessy and others proved to us that nar<;ptme 

poflsessed no narcotic property whatever, and that it had been given in a 

dose of 129 grains at one time, without exciting any obvious effects. It is 

now know^ amongst students of materia medica as anarcoUna, and as safe 

anti-periodic in 20-grain doses. It would seem that this acknowledged fiict 

should have completely put an end to the use of McMunn's denareotized 

Blixir of Opium, but charlatans are always ingenious; the theory of denar- 

4X>tijEation was dropped, and it was claimed that the elixir was superior to 

jail other preparations of opium, because it did not affect the brain, leave 

the patient with a headache, or confine the bowels* I think any person 

can entirely disprove all these assertions^ by simply djspnTing the elixir of 

VOL. 3, vo. 9—44. 
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its morphia alone, and using the remaioing flaid, and finding thereby ita 
niter aseleniiesB. The procew aJbpti^ by this recipe of McMann*B leaves 
in the elixir the morphia, the narcine and ettractive matten only, and 
deprives the opium of its peendo-morphia, oodeia, narcotina, thebama, 
meoonine, fatty matter, and lesin. The narcine is quite inert in doses of 
two grains, which is a laiger quantity than is contained in a dozen bottles 
of the elixir; the balance of the liquid may be taken in doses of on ounce 
after the morphia alone is precipitated from it. It therefore seems demon- 
strable that this elixir is nothing more.than a solution of impure morphia. 
It has been my fortune to have patients under my care, who have used 
this McMunn's Elixir of Opium, and they have asserted that they could 
take it with certain relief of their symptoms, when any other preparation 
of opium always affected them injuriously, or made them worse. I have 
repeatedly given to such parties a solution of S. Morphine, in proof spirits, 
with just sujQlcient laudanum added to give it color and smell, and while the 
patients have supposed they were taking thelelixir, it has alwap acted as 
well. 

There are many medical men who now use this elixir, and I frequently 
hear the assertion from them that it acts better than any other preparation 
of opium. This, I conceive, is owing to their being accustomed to its use, 
and being thereby better able to graduate the dose of this than of the 
stronger and weaker solutions of morphia of our drug stores. 

For some years past the preparation of this Elixir of Opium has passed 
Into the hands of a firm of enterprising wholesale drug^ts^ who bought 
the recipe as a business speculation; they have advertised it laigely, and it 
has been very remunerative to them. Of the physicians who use it in this 
eity^I do not call to mind one who would not condemn a younger brother 
practitioner who should write a prescription for, or recommend to their 
patients any of the advettiMd patent medicines of the day, or any of the 
patented surgical i^plianoes, and I have heard more than one of these gen> 
tlemen refuse to give any consideration in the Academy of Medicine^ to 
pretended surgical appliances for which patents have been obtained. In 
this Kfnlly sustain them, but I should think it would become them better 
to be consistent 

The publication of this recipe by **G. C. S.," the correspondent of the 
Medical and Surgical Reporter^ deserves the thanks of the whole profes- 
sion. He has niine most deeply, not only on account pf putting this mat« 
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ter in ito trae light, bnt alao becaoie tlia recipe itaelf proves that my inres- 

iigatioDB and assertiona of the last twenty-five yeara are oonect in every 

parlicalar. 

Samubl R, Pxbot, li D.» 

r of lUterto Hedieft ITew York Hedleal Oollege 



FALLACY OF THS CHANGS OF TTP£ THSO^Y. 

OppoaM, however, to these ideas is a doctrine whiob has recently been 
put forth by a late distinguished Edinbnigh professor (Alison,) and sap. 
ported to a large extent by the senior menibera of the proffewkm. This 
doctrine is, not that recent changes in praotice result from an improved 
knowledge, or an advance in diagnosis and pathology, but that diseases 
thMDselves change. He thought, for example^ that inDamipation is no 
longer the same now that it was in the time of CuUen and Gregory; that 
the human constitution (in a manner which he did not ezphun) is funda- 
mentally altered, and has become weaker; so that medical men were as 
r^ht in treating disease by blood-letting in former days as they are now in 
abstaining from it. So satisfactory does this theory appear to its support* 
en that they have claimed for it the dignity of an ultimate &ot or axiom. 
Thns, says Dr. Alison, changes of type in inflammatory diseases coiptitute 
"a part of the general dispensat'ons of Providence as to those diseases, aa4 
are* as &r as yet known* an tdtimaie fact in their Kttory.^ Dr. Watson 
says, no less emphatically, in the last edition of his work on the "Practice 
of Physic": "I am firmly persuaded, by my own observations and by the 
records of medicine, that there are waves of time through which the 
sthenic and the asthenic characters of disease prevail in succession; and 
that we are at present living atnid one of its adynamic phases." 

Let us for a moment consider what this theory impb'es, viz: that the 
oonstitu^on of mankind has become, weaker and less capable of bearing 
depletion now than formerly; that the human pulse, by which tUsiB 
tested, beats less vigorously when diseased than it did for hundreds of years 
before the days of Oullen and Gregory; that when a strong man now^a- 
days is seised with an inflammation he presents all the phenomena that 
used to be observed- in a weak one; in short, that the human race has so 
degenerated during the last five-and-twenty years, that the redaction which 
formerly used to take place in the economy no longer occurs, and that it 
cannot bear depletion so well 
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But txueLj this idea may he said to repoee on no fiicts whateTer, bat 
merely on supposition; for when we investigate the efifects of injuries aiker 
the battle of Waterloo and after the battle of the Alma, we find them in 
the British army identically the same. Neither has any change been 
observed in this respect in our city hospitals. Then the people generallj 
are better fed, clothed, and housed than they used to be; the comforts and 
enjoyments of life are far more widely diffused, and its absolute valuer 
according to the bills of mortality, is greatly augmented. Our mental 
strength, commercial enterprisct engineering skill, martial daring, and bodilj 
vigor might easjly be shown never to have surpassed what this country can 
now boast of—- &cts entirely opposed to this theory. 

Then the treatment of inflammation without ant2-phl(^;]stics has ako 
changed for the better among veterinary practitioners. Is it to be'main^ 
tained, therefore, that our horses and cattle have also^ as the result of civil' 
iasation, been innervated, and that in them also the type of disease is 
altered ? We nowhere observe tlus any more among them than among 
mankind; they still draw the same loads — still plow with the same depth 
of furrow — still run with the same if not greater speed. 

Berides, it should not be foigotten that the anti-phlogistic has been 
shown to be a fatal practice — ^in acute pneumonia amounting to one death 
in three cases. Since the practice has been changed, the deaths only 
amount to one in twenty or thirty, as I have previohsly shown. To prove 
that this is a result of treatment, and not of change of type, it is only 
neoeasary to consider that in countries such as Spain and Italy, where med- 
ical science has not advanced in the same ratio as it has done with us, the 
okl practice is still followed, and with the same fatal result. Have we not 
all recently been startled by the death of Oount Cavour, which followed 
five bleedings for a fever? Are we then to believe that, whilst the people 
of Britain, France and Oermany, have degenerated, those of Spain and 
Italy have retained their pristine vigor? In Paris, M. Bouilland continues 
to pursue his system of bleeding by the coup-sur-caup method. He is the 
only one in that capital wh<) does so. Can we on this account believe that 
in his wards the type of disease has not changed, whilst in every other hos- 
pital and ward it has? On the contrary, we find that wherever large 
bleedings are practiced at present, the same great mortality prevails as used 
to prevail, showing that the disease is still the same. 

Then it has been argued that epidemic fevers change their type, and so 
they unquestionably do^ but it in no way follows that organic 
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ihoiild do BO Ekewiae. The morbid poisoiu in tne atmosphere arinng fnkk 
TarioQs soorooB aie more powerful atone period than another, and not 
only induce ^mptoms Taryingin intensity, but cause ?aried symptoms, 
such as occur in typhus or typhoid fevers. It is the latter changes which 
constitute difference in typCi But there hare been strong and weak men in 
all ages; while blows, injuries, and changes of temperature have similarly 
affected them, oocaflSoning symptoms proportioned to their bodily vigor, bat 
in no way altering the character of the symptoms themselveSi Have can« 
cer, tubercle, or other structural changes undergone a change of typef^-or 
ia it necessary to explain the effects of an improved practice, to asKrt that, 
while persons affected with inflammations are now weaker, those affected 
with phthisis and scrofula are stronger than they used to be. 

Bat it is stated that the pulse has altered ; formerly it was found to be 
strong, now it is comparatively weak. Why, within the last twenty-five 
years^ nature should have changed the pulse of man and animals is not 
very dear. Judging from the circumstances to which I have alhided, 
eepeoiaUy the more abundant food and prosperity of the people^ it ought 
to be stronger instead of weaker. But some have already brought forward 
ideas to explain the suppositious fact Thus it has been said the use of 
tea instead of malt liquor, spirits, and wine, renders people weaker and 
more nervous. Some have thought that the use of potatoes, and others 
the employment of railways, has something to do with it Dr. Watson is 
of opinion that it is attributable to the epidemics of cholera, whkdi, in a 
manner he has not sought to explain,' '* leave traces of their operation on 
the health and vitality of a community long after they have ceased to pre- 
Tail as epidemics." (Pneumonia, voL ii, p. 07.) Mr. Robertson of Man- 
chaster, is satisfied from experience that it is the boil epidemic which has 
cansed this remarkable change of type. Some suppose that it is depend- 
ent on the altered rektions between our urban and rural population. — 
Would it not be well for those who are already discussing the causes of a 
change that is by no means apparent, to ask themselves^ in the first iiMyta'^c^ 
how they establish the fact that the pulse i& changed at all? 

I need scarcely say that memory and mere opinion in a case of this kind 
are not of much value. How often do our senses deceive us when objects 
are at hand ; how little can they be depended on whan it is simply asserted, 
that in the memory of this or that practitioner a pulse was stronger twenty 
years ago than it is now. And yet, gentlemen, we have no further evi- 
Mence than this advanced by the supporters of a theory which daims as its 
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fiMdftmeaUl &et a dimiiuflliad Tital fozoe in the heart and puiae of maa 
and aaimalfl, to explain a change of practice. But what say science and 
popitive observation to these aaaertions! It so happens that there is no 
snljeot in all physiology with regard to which we possess more elaborate 
and more exact information than we do concerning the pulse. One hun- 
dred and twenty years ago Hales published a remarkable series pf experi- 
ments regarding the static force of the pulse, and the rapidity of the blood 
throQgh arteries of diffinent calibres; and similar observations were made 
by P<Mi8eulle with an instrument invented Tor that purpose, which he called 
the '<h»madynamometer»^ that led him to the same conclusion as that 
arrived at by Hales. In tliese experimenbB the force of the pulse was 
determined by the height which the impulse of the blood could elevate a 
column of mercury. It resulted that the static force with which the blood 
is impelled in the human aorta is equal to the pressure of 4 lb. 4 oz. on 
the square inch, and in the radial pulse is equal to about 4 drachma. — 
Valentin confirmed tliese results in 1844» Ludwig in 1847, and Yierordt so 
late as 1966; so that not only is there no fact whatever in support of the 
aotion that the pulse of man or animals is weaker now than formerly, but 
all positive researches during a period of one hundred and twenty years 
prove the very contrary. It appears to me, therefore, that the theory of 
change of type^ so far from being established om well-known facts^ is, on 
the contrary, altogether &llacioufl» and entirely opposed to all the known 
data which histology, physiology and pathology, have accumulated in mod- 
em times. — London Lancet 



QUACK MEDICAL LITERATURE IN RELIGIOUS FAMILY NKirs- 

PAPERS. 

We have heretofore entered our protest against the iniquity of a ]aig« 
portion of the religious press of the day, in advertising quack nostrums. 
Without further comment at ][>resent, we quote a very appropriate and 
truthful article^ which we find in the' Bound Table, of a recent date: 

''A Short Word wrrH ths Rsligioub Prbbs. — It is not a matter of 
especial wonder when a traveler writes that he saw emblazoned, id huge let- 
ters, upon some of the old rnins of Greece, the advertising cards of quack 
medicines. As Ajnericans, we are pretty thoroughly educated to a point of 
resignation and indifference^ when we find huge bulletins despoiling mona~ 



ments of art and beauty, and even when thej stare m in die fiMse on reeks 
anid hiDiddeB during our summer tours of respite and recreation. Nor does 
it disturb the exquisite, as it once did, to be obliged to read a ddly mixtvrB 
#of criminal news and the disgusting ad?ertisementa of the medidne venders* 
All this we are becoming inured to as a people. But there is one medium 
of publicity where we look for something higher, purer, better. There i* 
one source of power whence we look to see only healthful streams depart* 
ing. If the religious press of the country fails to stem the tide^ how can 
we liope to see any effort at restraint in other quarters? If the Christian 
editors and publishers of the land are false to their high calling and duty, 
wbat shaD prevent the lifting up of the flood-gates, and the outpouring of a 
dehige of fflth and pollution ? 

The facts of the case are apparent to every pure-minded man who raads^ 
the weekly religious press. Before us are recent issues of two leading re- 
ligious journals, the Independent and the Observer. We find in each 
broad columns staring us in the face, full-freighted witii the disgusting de- 
tails of the properties of certain medicines. ^^Helmbold's Buchu," ** Con- 
stittttion Water," and * Cherokee Injections," are instances of the most 
revolting. And these are spread out through long columns^ and sent forth 
under the nafne and with the sanction and influence of the religious press. 
They go into the best families of the land* to be read in the pure atmos- 
phere of the £uni]y circle and about peaceful and wholesome Christian 
firesidesL They carry disgust to the modest, and tend to aggravate and 
hKrease vice and crime. 

We protest against these growing indecencies of our religious joumaUsnu 
And in doing this» it is but simple justice to say that all the weekly reli- 
gioQs pliers do not thus prostitute th«r columns. There are several 
worthy exceptions. But it is a matter of regret that any journals which 
have attamed to a great circulation and influence should go forth from 
week lo week, professedly the religious expounders of the hour, but practi- 
eally mere money-sheets, laden with purchased pu£& and shameless adver- 
tisements. Perhaps if less attention was paid to financial successes and 
more to the possible good to be done in the way of a stronger and healthier 
^piristian literature, they might find quite as many friends, and surely more , 
nearly accomplish the supposed object of their existence. 

This we say with a htert in sympathy with every effort that may tend to 
make men better, purer, happier. We say it not merely inspired by dis- 
gust at the presentation of such indecent adverti9epi^Qts f^l our own 
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oonDter, making us douUy ashamed when aaBored that oertain reUgkma 
papen made no objection to their publicaiioD^ bat rather actuated by a de- 
•ira to 0ee theae * great mediums of power and infiuence working irom a 
higher motive than mere money succeas, and looking to a grander end to be 
aocompliahed than tbe pleasing and tickling and puffing of men. Chris-* 
tianity can need no help bought with the profits of such indecency. The 
MiMe of humanity demands a literature which shall inspire a trner* purer 
\i(^ — Cincinnati Lancet and Observer. 



pBor. jAMsa Stmb on laiDxoroMT. — ^Sir: — As you ask my opii^on of 
iridectomy, I have no hesitation in saying that it has always seemed to me 
/ RH entire delusion accepted for the cure of blindness, on the same principle 
which leads drowning men to catch at straws. Glaucoma has been regarded 
as so hopeless a disease, that it was peculiarly well suited for the propoeal 
of an operation which promised merely to afford some chance of relief. 
Bttch being iiA modest profession, the destructive inflammation, lenticdar 
opacity, and collapse of the eye-ball, ^hich too frequently result from open* 
ing the cornea and cutting^ out a portion of the iris, were notrheld to Goan- 
terbalance the benefit cla.imed by patients so fortunate as UT escape theae 
dangers. But this alleged benefit, from what has come nnder my observa- 
tion, does not appear to be at all different from that which every one labor- 
ing imder incurable deafness may believe for a time he has received from 
the use of remedial means, whatever they may have been. The truth is, 
that any man who has paid nioney, and suffered pain, does not lil^e to con- 
fess that his object in doing so has not^been accomplished; while his atten- 
tion and imagination being at the same time excited, he is apt to regard 
the feeblest glimmer of light, or the faintest perception of sound, as a 
symptom of improvement Iridectomy will, therefore, I trust, soon disap- 
pear, not only from surgical practice, but from surgical language. 

I am, &c, Jaubs Stiob. 

-^BriUeh Medical JoumaL 

Meeere. Editore: — Our humorous friend, the London Punchy had, some 
time ago, a picture called '^Wholesome Prejudice.** A heavy-built old Eng- 
lish gentleman is sitting at a table, on which stands his glass of *< port," with 
which and indignation his face is flushed as he gives vent to the fi^llowing, 
in answer probably to some inquiry of a fellow traveler: — ''Railroads, Sir? 
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I hate niboadBi and I shall he very gbul wheo they'ra done away widi, 
and we've got the ooacheB again." 

This was vividly hronght back to my mind by seeing the answer of 
^Prof. James Syme to the JBriHih Medieal Jaumalf Oetober 24, 186d> in 
regard to ''iridectomy." Certainly we all wonld agree that if iridectomy 
in Prof. Syme's hands *^too often remits in desirueHve inflammoHon^ Un- 
tiadar opacity, and collapse of the eye-haUT the sooner it '^disappeara 
not only from" his ''surgical practice^ but from" Am " surgical language^' 
i\^ better. 

Respectfully, B. Jot JxncBixs. 

> 15 Chestnut St, Feb. 19th, 1864. 

-^Boston Medical Journal. 



LITHOTOMY. 
Tou published last year a paper by the London surgeon whom I just 
mentioned — Mr. James Lane^ "On Lithotomy in the Female Bladder," in 
fiivor of the vesico-vaginal indsion. Dr. Sims considers that the facility 
and invariable success with which a cut in the vesico-vaginal septum may 
DOW be closed suggest this as <* the only justifiable operation for stone in the 
female bladder " He performed this operation first in 1850. It has since 
been repeatedly performed in America by Dr. Emmett, of the Women's 
Hospital of New York, and by Dr. Emmett, of Connecticut The simpli- 
ity, safety, and unfailing success of the operation are spoken of in warm 
terms. 

The application of this to the parallel method of reeto^vesioal lithotomy 
in the nude, is a subject worthy of careful consideration. Recto-vesieai 
lithotomy, in the aduU is a proceeding which was used long before the intro- 
duction of metallic sutures, and was followed with modifications by Mr. 
Iik>yd, of St. Bartholomew's. Without these sutures it was liable to a 
serious objection — the occasional persistance of recto-vesical fistula. The 
silver-wire sutures, however, promise to obviate this inconvenience. Dr. 
Sims has mentioned to me a case in which Dr. Bauer, of New York, oper- 
ated by this plan in 1859, Dr. Sims putting in the sutures. He says: 
**The patient was placed on the left side, and my speculum was introduced 
into the rectum, exposing the anterior wall of the rectum, just as it would 
the vagina in the female. A sound was passed into the bladder. The . 
Poctor entered the blade of a bistoury jn the (liangular spaoe b9un464 h^ 
you 3, vo. 9-?*45. i 
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ill* prostnile, the vMiealK Miniiiales, and llie peritODeftl redapUestioD. He 
passed the finger through this opening, felt the stone, and removed it with 
the forceps without the least trouble. The operation was done as quidLly 
and as easily as it would have been in a female through the vaginal sep* 
torn. After the removal of the stone. Dr. Bauer kindly asked me to dose 
the 'Wound with silver sutures, which I did, introducing some five or six 
wim with the same facility as in the vagina. There was no leakage of 
urine. The patient recovered without the letst trouble of any sort The 
wires were removed on the eighth day, and on the ninth day the patient 
rode in a carriage with Dr. Bauer a distance of four or five miles, to call 
on and report himself to our distinguished countryman, Dr. Mott The 
fiieiltty and safety of executing recto- vtisical lithotomy, (except in children 
for anatomical reason^) and the success of closing at once the cut by the 
introduction of metalic sutures, ought to make this the operation in the 
male.** — London Lancet 
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EPILEPSY. BY WILLIAM M. CORNELL, M: D. L L. O. 
To the Editor of Uie Af^fiXtf Medical and Swffieal Jimmal : 

DxAB Sik: — I have been much interested in reading an article in the 
December number, 1863, and also a continuance of the same in the Jan- 
uvy number, 1S64, of your journal, upon Epilepsy, translated from the 
Grerman of Dr. Finkelnburg, of the University of Bonn, Germany, by H. 
Lassing, M. D., of New York. Dr. Lassing has done good service to the 
profession by this translation, and quite as much by his own notes. He 
deserves the thanks of us all. 

For twenty years I have been studying the pathology and the best man- 
ner of treating epilepsy, epileptiform, and other analagous di8ease^ which 
are usually called nervow. I have for the last five years confined my 
practice almost exclusively to these cases. I have written my views of the 
pathology and treatment of this whole class of diseases very fully *in the 
medical periodical journals of the day. The cases treated by digiUdUf re- 
ferred to by Dr. Lassing, in his notes* as publish^jd in the Charleston Med-^ 
icol Journaly voL XVIII,, May, 1858, is but one of these articles published 
in that jounfal. Ther^ m? several others there. But the more thorough 
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dimuMOD of this subjoot may be found in roL LL of tbe fiottoo JIMk^ 
Jaumaly 1855. There jour readers will find, under the caption of 
<• Observataons on Epilepsy/' pages 75-159-220-241, 250-316-373 and 
d42» my views yery fully expressed. These were afterwards published in a 
pamphlet^ which is now out of pnnL During the last five year% since I 
have resided in Philadelphia, I ha?e written, in the form of oomq>ondonoe^ 
for the Medical and Surgical Beparier, of Philadelphia, a number of arti- 
cles upon the <* Cause of Epilepsy," whioh, I presame, you have read. 

More than five hundred cases of epilepsy and epileptiferm diseases have 
come under my treatment, since I had some reputation iu this disease. I 
say diuasef though I do not believe epilepsy to be a disease, stricUy speak- 
ing, but rather the convulsive manifestation of other diseases, wounds, etc 

Jusi previous to the outhrsakii^ of the present rebellion, a dergpaan, of 
the Baptist denomination, came to me from Charleston, S. C^ to be treated* 
You will oblige me by publishing, in this connection, a letter whicb he 
wrote of his own accord, and published in their denominational paper of 
this city, the Baptist Chronicle. It is as follows : 

The undersigned, * ostive of OhsrlestOD, 8. 0., had been an epileptic for seveiml 
years, and his attacks were very severe, exhausting the skill of the ablest phyrioians 
of the country, and as eminent, perhaps, as any country can produce, without re- 
lief. About a year ago, his attention was called to two articles which appeared in 
the Oharleeton Medieal Jtiumal^ from the pen of Dr. W. Oomeil, fonneriy of Boston, 
and now of Philadelphia, on the subject of Epilepsy. He ibrtfawHh opened a cor- 
respondence with Br. C, and received such assurance from him and others as led 
him to visit Philadelphia, and place himself under Dr. Oomell's treatments He be- 
gaa to improve immediately, and he believes his improvement has been radical and 
permanent. He has not had an attack rince, now nearly one year, nor anything 
approaehing one, except a little vertigo once or twice, which passed off in a few 
mittutes without any unpleasant effect. He has been a minister of the Gospel aU his 
life and has been actively engaged^ in the Ubors thereof, until he became an epilep- 
leptic : since then ho has been compelled to withdraw therefrom. He fondly hopes 
now, being so mnch improved, he shall be able to resume his loved, work at no dis- 
tant day. We may be permitted to remark here that Dr. ComeU is a regular bred 
pbysioian of the Old School, and a Ohristian gentlemen of high stsnding, and may be 
iopUcitly relied upon. He (Or. C.) has treated, perhaps, in the course of a long 
p ea s tipe, not less than &re hundred epileptics, drawn to him from every portion of 
this widely extended country. AU of these have not been cured. This was not to 
be expected. There are, undoubtedly, cases that are beyond the reach of human 
skill, bat many of these have been more or less improved, and the minority of slQ 
have been radically and permanently cured, i e. they have never had a fit since, 
and many of them after the Upee of many years. The following case is glreB, 
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Mlaoted from many other flimilar cases that might be quoted, hi proof of tUi state- 



*' I feel constrained by a sense of gratitade, and ^also a desire' to benefit others 
who may be similarly afflioted, to acknowledge, through your columns, the relief I 
hare gained by the use of medicine prepared by Dr. WiUiam Cornell, of Boston. 
For about seyenteen years I have been subject to yiolent attacks of conyulsion. 
They occurred at intervals, Tsrying from two to seven weeks — the fits succeeding 
each other sometimes to the number of seven or eight During that time I had 
been wyOer the treatment of several eminent physicians of Boston and vicinity, 
sometimes following the directions of one for a year without relief. I have applied 
to the McLean Hospital, tested the efficiency of ThCmsonianism for thirteen weeks 
the Homoaopathio system for two months ; and so desirable was health, that I even 
resorted to Meamerism to disclose the cause of the difficulty and prescribe the 
remedy, but still my fits continued. 

*' Hearing of Dr. Oomell^s suceeas in similar cases, I called on him in September 
last, since which time I have taken his medicine and carefully followed his directions 
with the exception of a single occadon. On the 5th of January last, being absent 
from home, I neglected to take meditine, and owing to that circumstance^ together 
with some degree of excitement, I had a slight attack^ From that time I have en. 
joyed unusual health, and have once had no symptoms of the complaint that has 
probably caused me more suffering than would be experienced in a hundred deaths. 

** N. B. — ^Any information will be gladly given by the subscriber. 

" WILLIAM T. PAGK. 
' ''JButSUmghton, Man., April, lUd,"" 

The writer has seen a letter from Mr. Page, the party referred to, written by \im 
within ten days past, reaffirming that up to this moment he ei^oys the most perfect 
health, never having another fit. 

Dr. Cornell reddes at No. 1^22 South Penn Square, PhiUidelphia, where he may 
be consulted by victims of this terrible disease who may deare relief; and the aid of 
his professional skiU. C. M. BREAKER. 

FkOadapkia, April 10, 1860. —A^). Ckr(m. 

These are honafde letters^ and were I in full /general practice I wonld 
not allow them to be published; but^ as I am not, I see no more objection 
to their being published than there would be to publishing the sucoeaa of a 
Medical College as respects the number of its pupils. Tou, of coune^ are 
at liberty to do as you please with them; as yon» also^ may with theartides 
referred to in the jonmals just named. They are before the profession, and 
they will judge of them as they please. I have never withheld a full and 
free disclosure of all the treatment, and of all the medicines used, with the 
manner of compounding them, and have always consulted freely with all 
members of a State society and of the American Medical Association, of 
wUeb I am a permanent member. The main idea, as diferse from that of the 
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fiKSulty generally, whea the articles for the << Boston Medical Journal " were 
written was, that the primary or original cau$0 of Epilepsy was in the 
hhod; some abnormal state or poisonona ingredient therein; and, while this 
was the original eamef the immediate excitiog causes were manifold; such 
as worms, esfcessive venery^ gluttony, fright, dc, die. 

When that idea was first published, I was not aware that a single Physi- 
cian agreed with me in such an opinion, and you may be assured when 
some fire years after it was published, I found myself summoned to Salem, 
ICaaBachnsetts, with Dr. Bell, (then late of the McLean Hospital for the 
Insane at Charlestown, and at that time President of the Massachusetts 
Medical Society,) as experts, in a case there pending between a man who 
had sued the city for damages, because his horse had fallen through a 
bridge, thrown him from his chaise and shaken him, so that ever after he 
had epeliptic attacks. We were summoned by the complainant. The 
attorney for the city was one of your slow-he^ling, saucy fellowa^ who 
manifested a disposition to castigate Dr. Bell upon the witness-stand, but in 
CTery instance he was completely floored by the Doctor, often to the great 
amusement of the spectators and of the Court itself. Is epelipsy an 
organic disease? said the attorney. The doctor, naturally tall, straightening 
himself up to his full height, replied, ** WeU, sir, that depends upon what 
yon call the blood — ^if that is an organ, then I would say epilepsy is an 
oiganic disease, for I consider it a disease of the blood." 

Pardon me for referring to this trial, for it was just the reverse of most 
caseS) where medical men are made the mere sport of the legal profession. 
The lawyer was reaUy the sport of the Doctor. To one question which 
the lawyer asked. Dr. Bell replied, <<It would not be possible for me to 
answer or explain this matter, that an unprofessional n)an could compre* 
Land it'' This was the last question, and the impudent attorney felt that 
for once, he had been rendered hors du combat. As said, I was gratifie4 to 
find my opinion agreed in by so eminent a man; and among the worthies 
who have fallen victims in this accursed rebellion may be classed, in the 
foremost ranks, the same Dr. Bell. 

Now, sir, I have said all that I wish to say in this paper. If you wish 
it, I may write more hereafter, and I propose as soon as I can find time to 
do 80^ to embody all that I have written, with some things that I have not 
yet written, in a book for jthe reading, (I will not say for the improvement) 
of the Profession, fori do not feel competent to instruct them. But I do 
hail with pleasure anything upon the subject of Epilepsy, as I did your 
itport from Dr. Lasnng. 
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ation. Measuraft of thegroatest^importaace will be introdaeed ibr oonsder 
ation and ui^ged for adoption. Medical Sodeties^ Hospitals, and Medica] 
CoUegeis together with the Army and Navy should proceed at once to 
choose their delegates, furnish them with properly prepaied certificates, and 
to notify the Committee of Arrangements^ by sending a list of the naoiea 
of their delegates. ^ 

This meeting will perhaps be the most important ever held by the Aaso- 
elation, and members of the several Standing and Special Committees should 
be ready with full and suitable reports. 

The profession cannot too highly estimate the opportunity afforded by 
this meeting, or be too early or active in preparing communications upon 
medical subjects to be presented to the Association, We would earoesUy 
urge attention to this subject, and hope for immediate action. 



FIBRINOUS COAGULA IN THE HEART. 
The two following articles have appeared editorially in the Chicago 
Medical Journal^ and are suggestive of so much, both upon the subjects of 
Heart Clot,* and the use of veratrum viride, that we take our first opportu- 
nity to make the re-print: 

''Fibrinous Coioula ih tujs Heart. — ^There is a great deal of scattered 
experience with regard to this interesting subject which should be collected. 
Dr. J. F. MiK£R, Editor of the Buffalo Medical and Surgical Journal, in 
an interesting article entitled, ''Intra-Cardiac Blood Concretion,*' adduces 
two cases going to show the presence of these formations in death from 
chlorofomu He makes these pertinent suggestions: 

*' It is perhaps an entirely new view of the dangers of chloroform to 
regard it as liable to produce death by inducing blopd-clot during the 
periods of suspended respiration which so often occur under its influence; 
still, in connection with hsemorrhage, which is supposed also to favor this 
formation, it may have more influence than generally supposed* What- 
ever interrupts the circulation, or greatly enfeebles it, must certainly be 
regarded as more or less operative in producing such resulL" 

In which connection we beg leave to call Dr. Miner's attention to our 
own remarks, under this head, on page 332 (July No.) of this volume. — 
Any notable reduction of the heart's action directly favors formation of 
these coagula, and their subsequent danger. The therapeutic and prophy- 
hK^ic indications are obvious. Not only death, but '< complications " in tha 
W^^ of loo^ 4iBordei8, are exoeedingl^ Ij^ible to occur fron^ the formation 
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and detaohaieDt of these eoagula into the carrent of the dicalatioD. We 
repeat: "He who boasts that with reratram viride, or tartar emetic, or 
other sedative^ he has reduced the palsation from a hundred, or more^ below 
the normal standard, by no means convinces me that, unwittingly perhaps* 
be is not responsible for the sudden, or it may be slow and lingering, death 
which ensues.** The attempt to control pulsation should, mainly, if not 
wholly, be through endeavor to remove the cause, whatever that may be. 
The heart labors more rapidly in consequence of the demand made upon it, 
joat as its muscularity increases when there is permanent obstruction. The 
hypertrophy is not disease — the more rapid stroke is not disease ! This 
thing is worth looking after. 

The following is the article above referred to : 

FiBRiKous CoAQULA IN THB Hbart. — ^The fibrinous coagula occasionally 
foand in the cavities of the heart, and which have long been considered by 
the greater number of authorities as merely formed in ariiculo mortu, 
have latterly — since the scientific investigations with reference to Thrombi 
and Emboli, have thrown so much light on a previouftly obacure branch of 
pathology — attracted much attention from pathologists. 

At a recent meeting of the London Pathological Society, Dr. Ogle 
exhibited eight preparations <* illustrating the spontaneous formation of 
fibrinous coagula, at a long period before death, in the cavities of the heart, 
most of which had undergone considerable softening, and some of which 
were quite fluid in their centre. In several of these specimens the central 
pnriform fluid was bounded by a firm, smoothish sur&oe^ reminding one of 
the wall of an abscqss, and welled out on section of the clot beine made. 
The firm character of these coagula, their color, their adherence to the 
walls of the heart, and the changes which had taken place or were taking 
plaoe within them, marked conclusively that the formation of the coagula 
had occurred sometime, possibly some weeks, before death. Out of the 
eight cases, this old standing and degenerating coagulum was found in the 
right anride in five cases, in the right ventricle in three cases^ and in the 
left ventricle in one case only. In almost all instances the cases had been 
' andi as included retardation of the blood's circulation through the lungs, 
and mostly a long and lingering death; the patients also being chiefly sub- 
jeeta of ill-health or intemperance." 

Dr. Ogle thought pyaemia might be produced by bursting of a concretion. 
No special phenomena had marked the formation; a term of months 
ni^t have elapsed he believed in some cases. Dr. Ogle also rehted some 
Tou 3, NO. 9 — 45. 
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cases of embolism of both middle cerebral arteries, and of the coronary 
arteries. 

We have frequently observed these fibrinous concretions in the cavitiea 
of the heart, and in at least one instance seen distinct vascularity of the 
new formation entitling it to the denomination of polypus. 

Our^ friend Dr. J. P. Linn, exhibited to us, a few days since, a well 
marked specimen, evidently formed long anterior to the death of a well- 
known resident of this city. 

With regard to the causes, it is evident that ail that is requisite is first a 
.nidus upon which the clot may form, then an excess of the fibrin of the 
blood; and lastly, but perhaps most important of all, such a degree of 
retardation of the velocity of the circulation as may favor deposit upon the 
roughened surface of the excess of fibrin pre8ent. 

The physiological principles involved are well understood, and have been 
taken advantage of, again and again, in the cure of aneurism and stoppage 
of hiemorrhage by position, and mechanical and medical appliances. 

Propositions to which we wish now to call attention are simply and 
briefly these: The increased frequency of the heart's contraction in inflam- 
matoty and febrile affections has the physiological object of preventing the 
formation of coagula in its cavities, , Bash interference with this prophy- 
lactic ifort of nature, by agents which notably retard the hearths action^ 
iirecUy favors formation of these coagula and their subsequent dangers. 

He who boasts that with veratrum viride, or tartar emetic, or other 
sedative, he has reducefd the puUation from a hundred or more, below the 
normal standard, by no means convinces me that, unwittingly perhaps, he 
is not responsive for the sudden, or it may be slow and lingering death 
which ensues. In this respect, it must be confessed, tartar emetic is im- 
mensely superior to its proposed substitutes, because it contemporaneously 
with its action upon the heart, defibrinates the blood. 



ARXmCIAL LEGS. 
It will be observed by reference to advertisement page that Dr. De For- 
rest Douglass of Springfield, Mass., has invented and patent(!d an artificial 
leg, which he offers to those who require, as possessing superior merits.-— 
We have' always looked upon the " Palmer Leg " as the only leg which 
could receive unqualified approval, and even that we found after a little 
longer acquaintance require too much repair; it was too often out of order, 
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and cost too much to mend, WHeu new it certainly works very finely, 
and the great objection to be urged against it was its liability to break 
down and require repair. We ha?e carefully examined and hare 
observed the working of one of the legs invented by Dr. Douglass, and 
we believe that it possesses all the perfections of an artificial leg, and is 
made in 69ch manner as to retain them much longer than any other. It 
18 daimedy and we believe rightfully, that they are more perfect and nat* 
uml in their motions and more durable in construction than< those of any 
other manufacturer. They are light, easily worn, beautifully natural in 
appearance^ and every way attractive for those who require artificial legs. 
A specimen has been left in our office, which ]ias been examined by a 
great many surgeons and receives unexceptional approval. Those p^iysi- 
cians whose patients are requiring such iDstrument, are invited to call atten- 
tion to this, for we believe that it certainly possesses advantages over all 
otheiis. We have a little patient recently supplied with it, and it is truly 
matter of gratitnde that human invention has been able to so nearly equal 
nature in the construction of lep^ 



Ksw York Medical Indbpendent. — We have the pleasure of adding 
to our exchange list the New York Medical Indejjendentf a brief prospee* 
tos of which will be seen by reference to our advertisement sheet We bid 
the new journal " God-speed" in every honest endeavor to advance the true 
progress of medical science. The first paragraph of the Editorial Introduc- 
tory is a little ambiguous; and we suggest that the desire to reform, ad- 
vance and improve may become revolutionary unless properly controlled. 
Independent means a great many things, and if we were not well acquainted 
with the projectors of the enterprise, we should be looking for something 
radical in medical practice. As it is, we expect nothing more " than is i^ 
the bond," — a first-rate weekly medical journal, worthy the support of 
those who have at heart the true interests of medical science. The first 
number shows vigor and strength, and we hope it may accomplish all its 
objects. We liave re-produced one of its first articles, and hope notice will 
be taken of the selection — '^McMunn^s Mixir of Opium. Has it any 
Bnperiority over other Preparations?" 
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J. W. W. GkiBDON^s Vaooiitator, — ^We hare received this instrQiiieiii 
from the inventor and manufacturer, and among all the mechanical appK- 
ances reoently invented for the purposes of facilitating the operations of the 
physician, there is^ perhaps, not one which surpasses in value and conveni- 
enoe this instrument In the plan of construction it lesemblea a apriog 
lancet, a small capillary tube being substituted for the lancet This point 
is excavated for the reception of the virus, and is charged by simply dip- 
png it in lymph or dissolved scale. The case contains vaccinator, plates 
of glass for rubbing up the vaodne scale or for lymph, and a botde suitaUe 
for preserving virus. Physicians who desire to make this operation fre- 
quently, or who would do it so that children have neither occasion or time 
to crv, cannot do better than to send for this instrument We have our- 
selves been very greatly pleased with its operation, and think it superior to 
I any vaccinator heretofore invented. 



REVIEWS. 

DaitOfCi Treatiae on Human Physiology — Third EdUu>n — Revi»ed and 
Enlarged, with two hundred and seventy three lUustraiions, PhUUM- 
phia: Blanohard <fe Lxa, 1864. 

This book has been received by the profession with great favor from its 
very first appearance. It has increased in favor with eaqh edition, and now 
having reached its third revision it stands preeminently the most recent and 
complete work upon Human Physiology in the English Language, or indeed 
in any language. 

It is offered to the medical profession as a textrbook for students, and 
also as a means of communicating in a condensed form, such new fiMSts 
and ideas in physiology as have marked the progress of the science within 
a recent period. Much of the teaching is of great practical importance to 
the medical man, influencing, in various ways^ his views of pathology and 
therapeutics. Perhaps to the advance of physiological sdenoe more than to 
any other, are we indebted for what we have gained in the knowledge of 
the nature of many diseases and their proper treatment; in any case, the 
recent doctrines of physiology, which are founded upon a careful experi. 
mental basis^ are of interest for the physician who desires to keep pace 
with the annual advance of his profession, since they indicate the prasent 
position and extent, of one of the most progressive departments of medicine. 

The improvemento and additions which have been introduced into lUs 
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hit edilioiii We notice by the preface, coofikt in the incorporatioD into th^ 
text of certain new facts and diBooveriea, relating mainJy to detaiJ% which 
hftTe made their appearance within the last thiee yean. These are mainly 
the^resolts of experiments of the author with regard to the secretion and 
properties of the parotid saliva in the human subject, and the quantita- 
tive analyas of this fluid by Mr. Perkins; the observations of Pro& Aostin 
FKnt, jr., on Steroorine, Cholesterine^ and the effects of permanent biliary 
fistttlat and those of Prof. Jeffries Wyman on hare-lip in the median line^ 
from arrest of development New illustrations have also been intiodnced 
which materially increase the vahie of the book. 

No words of commendation can now add to the reputation of this work; 
it, is everywhere known and appreciated. The second edition had become 
exhausted, and students were for some months unable to obtain a snpply. 
The mere announcement of its appearance will aflbrd the highest pleasofe 
to every student of physiology, wh^le its perusal will insure an understand- 
ing of the very latest and most advanced views of the science. 



Mis' Medical Formulary: By Robbrt P. Thomas. M. D. 

This book contains a variety of valuable tables, a tabular view of the 
doses of the principal articles of the materia medica, and most of the im- 
portant prescriptions employed in modem practice. These prescriptions 
are presented in condensed form, and advantageously arranged — collected 
from the various medical works where they have been recorded. 

The work possesses attractions for the young physician, and we fear to 
say for the book what it really deserves, least some young practitioner may 
infer that we think him at liberty to copy his prescriptions. The only 
objection we see in the book is the one so common and universal in dl 
published prescriptions; m^icines are too much compounded. Fashion 
and habit control this matter in a great degree, and al^^sWho desire to make 
their prescriptions in the highest style of the art, will have a correct and 
rdiable standard in Ellis' Medical Formulary, by B. P. Thomas. M. D. 



BUvenih Annual Meeting of the Illinois State Medical Sodsiy, held in 

JaekeonviUe, May 5th, 1863. 

The principal papers presented, were Report on Typhoid Fever, by H. 
Noble, M. D., of Hey worth, 111. ; on Diseases of the Eye, by £. L. Holmes, 
M. D., of Chicago; Minor Mental Maladies, by Andrew McFarland, M. D. ; 
Report of Committee on Surgery, by Prof. 0. Andrews^ of Chicago; 
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Delayed Union of Fractures, by David Prince, M. D., of Jackaonville; 
Report of Committee otk Prize Eraays. These Reports and papers ha%'e 
been carefully prepared, and many of them possess great merit The 
volume of Transaclioos shows an energy and ability very creditable to the 
profession; though we see that the meeting was not attended by a great 
number of the physiciVs of the State, This is accounted for in part, at 
least, by the absence of many as surgeons and assistant surgeons, in the 
army. Illinois, evidently, has an efficient, capable, and hard working State 
Medical Society, which will do much towards advancing the interesta of 
the profession and medical science. 



The Nervoun and Vascular Connection between the Mother and FaetuB in 
Utero, £y John O'Rbillt, M. D., F. H. C. S. L; New York, Robert 
Criaoheao, 85 Centre Street, 1864. 

This work consists of an ingenious argument [to show that there is a 
nervous connection between the Mother and Foetus in Utera Facts 
illustrative and demonstrative are introduced, and the philosophy of mental 
impressions being conveyed to the foetus in utero by the mother is presented 
according to the original and enlightened views of the author. It is impoe- 
aible to give our readers any very satisfactory resume of the arguments 
presented or of the opinions entertained by Dr. O^Reilly. He has studied- 
this subject with great care, and is explaining facts which have been hitherto 
stupidly denied, because they could not bd safi^actorily explained. Physi- 
cians who deny that mental impressions made upon the mother can be 
conveyed to the foetus in utero, are especially invited to read this book ; they 
will see that there are some "stranger things than dreampt of, in their philos- 
ophy." We have been deeply interested in the perusal of the book, and 
hough, perhaps, all the positions are not yet fully established, yet the origin- 
ality, philosophy, and perspicuity of the work commends it to the careful 
consideration of all. 



Glanders; by Robert Jbnwinos, Veterinary Su/rgeon^ PrqfesBor of Vet- 
erinary Medicine and Surgery in the Veterinary College of PhiladtU 
phia, author of the ** Horse and his Diseases!^ ** Cattle and thetr JDis- 
eases^^^ etc, etc. 
He says: " The sales of condemned Government horses in New Jersey 

and adjacent States having introduced into our country and immediate 

vicinity, the terrible scourge known as " Glanders," I conceive it my imper. 

ative duty to warn you in time, of the danger which is threatening our 

community. 
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If the experienoe of a Yeierinarj Sargeon, who has devoted eighteen 
yean of his life to the felief of the noblest animal in the gift of Providence, 
is not suflScient to excite your sympathy and even your fears, I am con- 
viooed that the following reports, based upon evidential facts and undoubted 
authority, will attain that object. 

Tou will see the proofs that "Glanders" is a disease without remedy, 
positively incurable, extremely contaffious, easily communicated to man, and 
that every day human life is sacrificed to incredulity and ignorance! 

Through the liberality of gentlemen of this country, who deserve opr 
thanks, I am enabled to offer you this small pamphlet, the fruit of my 
researches and observations. Circulate it among your friends, and by your 
personal exertions avert the calamity which is menacing our welfare." 



BOOKS RECEIVED. 
Announeement Harvard Univereity, 1864. — Medical Department, — 
Summer Sesiion, Commencing March 14, 1864. 

The Vermont School Journal, devoted to the Educational Interests of the 
State. Published under the sanction of the Vermont State Teachers, 
Association, Hikam Orcutt, Editor and Proprietor^ West BraUleboro,^ 

The* Sanitary Commission Bidletin, Vol, 1, No, XL New York, April 
let, 1864. 

Report from the Hon. , Josiah Qiuncy^ jr., Hon, Alfred Hitchcock, M, />., 

* and Horatio R, Stover y M, />., Commissioners appointed under the 91 «< 

Chapter of the Resolven of 1803, to make certain investigations of the 

subject of Itisanity, and the disposition of persons alleged to be insane. 



AMERICAN MEDICAL ASSOCIATION. 

The FiAeenth Annual Meeting of the ** American Medical Association " 
will be held in the dtj of New York, commencing Tuesday, June 7th, 
1864, at 10 ▲. M. 

Proprietors of Medical Journals throughout the United States and their 
territories are respectfully requested to insert the above notice in their 
israes. Guioo Furman, M. D., Secretary. 

Nsw York, March, 1864. 
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Ethbbisatioh vollowsd bt Death. — At the meeting of the Imperial 
Society of Medicine in Lyons, on July 20, M. Chasaagoy oommnnicftted 
the caae of a lady, aged 40, to whom ether was administered previouaiy to 
the removal of an urethral polypus and two sebaceous cystic tumors on the 
head. Thirty grammes of ether (rather less than an apothecary's ounoe) 
were used ; but the anaosthesia produced was incomplete, and the patient 
was aware that the operations were being performed. The administration 
of the anaesthetic was not pushed further, because the stage of excitement 
did not manifest itself, and because, on the contrary, general coldness and 
slowness of the pulse were presents On the completion of the operation, 
which occupied a quarter of an hour, vomiting set in; the coldness in- 
creased, and was accompanied by clammy sweats; and the patient had 
convulsions, attended with foaming at the mouth. The attack passsd away 
in a few moments, but soon returned with equal intensity. After the 
fourth attack, the patient died. M. Chassagny considered that the patient 
had died of eclampsia induced by etherization, which was thus the indirect 
capse of deatL She had previously been subject to epileptic vertigo.— 
British Med, Journ^ from Ooz. Med. de Lyon, 16 October, 1864. 



UirivaasiTT of PxNNsrLVANiA. — ^The number of students attending the 
medical lectures during the past se^sio^n was 401 ; and at the commence- 
ment held on the 12th of March the degree of M. D. was conferred on 101 
candidates. 



JsT7EB80N MxoicAL CoLLEos. — ^Thc number of students during the 
past season was 851 ; and at the commencement held on the 10th of March* 
the degree of M. D, was conferred on 124 candidates. 

MABaioHUSSTTS Mbdioal Collbob. — At the commencement held on 
the 9th of March, 1864, the degree of M D. was conferred on 88 can- 
didates. 



Iowa UirivxRfliTT. — ^The number of students attending lectures the past 
session was 107, and at its close the degree of M. D. was conferred on 89 
candidates. 



TTNiYxasiTr of Michigak. — ^It is stated in the printed catalogue of this 
inatitntiony that the number of students in the Medical Department at the 
kst session was 340. 



PxHHSTLYAViA HospiTAL. — ^Dr. Joseph Pancoast . has resigned his situa- 
tion as one of the Surgeons of this Institution, and Dr. Thomas Qeorge 
Morton has been selected in his place. 
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A.RT. I. — On a New Instrument for Photographing th$ FundtU OeM. 
Br A. M. RosKBRUGH, M. D., Toronto. 

It u well knowD tliat under ordinary circumstances, tlie pupil of tlie eye 
appears quite black, and all parts behind it are perfectly insensible. This 
was formerly thought to depend upon the total absorption, by the choroid, 
of all the rays of light that fall upon the fundus of the eye. But since 
the invention of the Ophthalmoscope it bas been very satisfactorily demon- 
strated that the phenomenon just referred to depends solely upon the refrac* 
tion the rajs of light undergo in passing through the ocular media, and 
that a sufficient number of these rays ar^ reflected from the interior of the 
eye to be visible to the eye of an observer placed in a proper position to 
receive them. 

«< When a perfectly formed eye is exactly accommodated for a luminous 
object, the diverging rays from this, incident upon the eye, are refracted 
by the ocular media in such a manner that th^ unite at a point in the 
surface of the retina which is the image of that object. The retina, in 
consequence of its transparency, transmits much of this light to the chor- 
oid, by which most of it is absorbed ; but many of these rays are reflected 
in the same direction in which they entered the eye, and return to the 
object whence they started."* 

These reflected returning rays would be visible to the eye of an observer 
placed in line with the light and the eye under examination, but without 
some special contrivance for the purpose, this position is an impossible 
one as, if the experimenter places his eye beyond the light his eye is 

* Halke, treatiM oa the OphthAlmo80op«. 

Vol. 3, No. 10—47. 
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d«jBslecl» and if it is placed between the light and the eye under exam- 
ination, the illaminating rajs are intercepted. This is effected in the 
ophthalmoscope hj substituting reflected for direct light In LiebreicVs 
small ophthalmoscope, the one now in general use by ophthalmosoopists, 
the light of a lamp is reflected into the eye from the surface of a saiall 
concaYe mirror, which is pierced by a central sight hole, through which 
the observer looks in the direction of the eye linder ezlEimination, and is 
thus enabled to see the light reflected from its illuminated fundus. 

We saw just now, that the light reflected from the eye, returns to the 
luminous object from which it emanates; this being the case these return- 
ing rays must be convergent^ and as a normal eye is incapable of bringiog 
convergent rays of light to a focus on its retina, the observer looking 
through the sight hole of the mirror, sees only the pinkish red color of the 
choroid, without (except in hypermebropic eyes) being able to distinguish 
any of the details of tlie illuminated fundus. Before these rays can be 
brought to a focus on the surface of the reti'na of the observer they must 
be made parallel or slightly divergent. This is ejected by placing a convex 
lens over the sight hole of the mirror. This is called the direct method of 
examination in contra distincUon to the indirect method about to be de- 
scribed where the observer sees the inverted aerial image of the fundus 
oculi. ^ 

In this indirect method, the mirror is held twelve or fourteen inches from 
the patient's eye and a double convex lens of about two inch focus is placed 
from one to two inches from the eye, which has the effect of bringing tbe 
reflected light from the illuminated fundus to a focus nearly two inches in 
front of the lens, or about three inches in front of the eye under examina- 
tion, where the observer looking through the sight hole of the mirror see" 
an inverted adrial image of the posterior internal surface of the eye. 

In the modification of this instrument which I hsve recently invented, 
this atrial image of the eye ground is received upon a screen of ground 
glass which can be seen by a number of persons at the same time; and by 
substituting a prepared photographic plate for the ground glass, photo- 
graphs are taken, showing the details of the deep structures of the living 
eye. 

This instrument is constructed upon the prindple that plate glass has the 
property of partly reflecting and partly refracting rays of light that are 
incident upon its surfaces.* 

• Thii ii aljo the principle a pon which Trot Pepper prodneee the appeaxm&ee of the ghoH apoa 
the raige. 
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OONSTaUCTIOK. 

Tk§ Tubes, — ^Tbe instrument consisU 
of two brass tubes^ (A and B, fig. 1,) 
1|- inches in diameter, being respectively 
' 4 and 2|- inches in length* The longer ^•• 
tabe B moves freely in a brass collar ^..• 
fitted to the aperture of a small cam- 
era E, and the shorter tube A is turned 
toward the source of light 

A tube C of the same width, 1^ 
inches in length, is joined to the side of 
the outer extremity of the tube 6 oppo- 
site to and in a line with tube A. The 
outer extremity of the tube 6 extends i I . 

of an inch beyond its juncture with the ' — I — F^ 
tubes A and C, and is terminated by a thin brass diaphragm, baring a 
central circular aperture of f of an inch in diameter. 

At the juncture of the tube A with 6 there is a circular aperture of one 
inch diameter, and between C and B an aperture of i inch diameter, 
affording a communication between A and C through B. 

The Plate Gflass, — ^At the juncture of the tubes, there is placed an ellip- 
tical piece of highly polished thin plate glass, with parallel surfaces, which 
is inclined at such an angle to the tubes that a ray of light falling upon it 
thron|^h the centre of the tube A from the direction M Q will be reflected 
at right angles to its original direction and in the same plane with the 
centre of the tube B, which will be through the centre of the aperture in 
the diaphragm. A portion of the ray will be refracted by the plate glassy 
and pass through the tube C parallel to its original direction. 

The Lenses, — At the inner extremity of the illuminating tube A, and 
as close as possible to its juncture with the camera tube B, a double oonrex 
lens G is placed 1^ inches in diameter, and having a focal distance of 2|- 
inehea. In the corresponding position of the tube B, or close to the pUte 
glass reflector, the lens H is placed, convexo-plane of 5 inch focal distance; 
If inches from this is another lens, I, also convexo-plane, and of 5 inch 
principal focal distance, and having the same diameter, viz, 1^ inch.* 

The Camera. — ^Tbe Camera consists of a mahogany box three inches 
square and seven inches high, having (to secure steadiness) a base six inches 

H bAT« aMertAined tlut « lUigle lena of S| inch focoa uynren quite m weU ia the two (U and I) 
of 5 inch c 
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sq^^ane^ At the aperture in the centre of the anterior side there is a hrass 
collar fitted, thfough which ilides the tube B 'containing the lenses. At the 
opposite side of the camera is a central aperture 2^ inches square, behind 
whieh ia a slide with a piece of ground glass 2i inches square. This slide 
moves in grooves for the purpose, and can be removed to make way for »slide 
cootaining a sensitized plate also about 2^ inches square. The whole is 
contained in a case about 8 inches in height, which serves the double purpose 
of supportiog the instrument when in use, and holding it afterwards. 

Photookaphing. — As yet I have not attempted a photograph of the 
retina of the human eye, but have confined my experiments to the lower 
EDimala^ and have employed solar light only in order to shorten the time aa 
much as possible; but I do not doubt that diffaaed light, particulariy thai 
reflected from a bright cloud, would with a longer "exposure" answer very 
well. In using the instrument for this purpose, a tripod, or what answera 
qvito as welly a taUe of the ordidary height is placed near a window where 
the light of the sun will fall upon it. 

It ia well to have the shutters closed, and a beam of solar light admitted 
of the size of the illuminating tube; but this is not absolutely essential if 
precautions be taken to preveut dill'used light entering the camera, and the 
groDud glass be shaded while examining the image on its surface. 

JPotition of the Instrument, — ^Tfae camera must be turned at right 
angles to the source of light, and the tube A, or illu mi Dating tube, turned 
ae that the light will fall full into the tube, and be incident upon the whole 
of the lens O. 

If the camera and tube be now in proper position, a cone of light will 
isaue from the end of the camera tube through the centre of the aperture 
in the diaphragm, which is the condensed light fiom the lens G reflected 
fnomi the plate glass D. This cone forms a focus about one-half inch out- 
side, the dii^hragm, which can be seen by holding a thin piece of white 
^peB near the diaphragm. If it be a cat, or rabbit, that is to be experi- 
meuted upon, it is well to have it secured in a box of the right sizp^ with 
the head projecting through an aperture for the purpose. 

In photographing the eye of a cat I found it necessary to put it under 
the influence of chloroform, but the image of the optic nerve^ vessels, etc., 
apon the ground glass is so very bright and clear that I do not doubt, if 
the most sensitive process be adopted, the impression could be taken instan- 
taneously, thus rendering anaesthesia unnecessary. 

Position of JEye.-^ln either case the eye must be brought to the propei^ 
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podltioDy and Ae eyelids held apart by an assistant If it b^ the eye of a 
patient to be photographed, the instrument must be mounted upon its ease, 
which will, for most persons, give it the right height. The patient being 
seated upon a chair as close as possible to the table, should lean forward 
toward the camera, and bring his eye as near as possible to the aperture in 
the diaphragm, the brow can rest lightly against the end of the tube, i^'d 
by bringing the elbow upon the table he can, with the palms of his hands, 
extemporize a very good rest for his chin. 

The pupil of the eye to be photographed must have been previooily 
dilated with atropine. 

Process, — If the instrument be now in its proper position, and the light 
from the plate glass enter the dilated pupil, the fundus of the eye wiH be 
brilliantly illuminated, and its reflection will pass out of the eye and through 
the plate glass and lenses, and form an inverted image upon the ground 
glass at the back of the camera, where the observer in the rear will see the 
optic nerve entrance, distribution of the arteries and veins, etc, beautifully 
depicted, but magnified about four diameters. 

If the details of the image be not perfectly defined the camera tnbe 
must be moved backwards or forwards until the proper focus be obtained* 
This image can be seen by the observer again very much magnified by 
placing to his eye a lens of say six inch focal length, and bringrog his eye 
with the lens to within six inches of the ground glass; but the image witt 
be seen even better by moving the ground glass to one side; the obsenrer 
will then see the aerial image of the reflection from the eye, whieh will 
occupy the same position as the ground glass previously occupied* The 
slide containing the ground glass can now be removed and a slide snbili^ 
tuted containing a glass plate '* prepared" by the ordinary eoUodion pro- 
cess. An ''exposure" of about five seconds is sufllcient. If the ''deveir 
oping" prove that a good "negative" has been obtained, it must be 
''fixed" and used for printing the photographs; if not, other pfatn sheakt 
be employed until a more satisfactory result be obtained. 

AS AN OPHTHALMOSCOPE. 

The position of the Instrument when the light is 
supplied by a lamp, — A the camera, B camera tube, 
C illuminating tube, D diaphragm with central aper- 
ture^ £ slMe with ground glass, F glass chimney of 
lamp, G brass tube which acts as a shade, and from 
which projects H, a brass collar opposite the flame of 
the larnp^ and to which is adapted the illuminating 
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tabe C of the iostrument; I, upright of the lamp-stand, J eye-pieoe to be 
adapted to the inner extremity of the camera tabe 6 ; when this is used, 
the camera can be dispensed with. 

In using this instrument as an ophthalmoscope, that is, for examining 
the interior of the eye, artificial light should be employed. That from a 
kerosene oil lamp answers very well, but the best light for ophthalmoscopic 
purposes is from the gas argand-burner, and the most couTenient is the 
movable table lamp supplied with gas through a flexible tube. The eve- 
ning is the best time for making these examinations; if in the day time^ 
the room must be darkened, and the instrument be placed in the same 
position in regard to the light as when solar light is used, by the flame of 
the lamp should be brought within two or three inches of the entrance of 
the illuminating tube, and the two must be on the same horizontal line. — 
A screen, to shade the ground glass and the obsetver^s eye, should be placed 
between the light and the back of the camera, or, what I have found to be 
nmch better, a metalic shade can be placed around the lamp, from an aper- 
ture in which projects a tube or collar, somewhat resembling that of a 
naagic Lintem, of the right size to allow the illuminating tube of the instru- 
ment to fit closely. Indeed with this apparatus the camera can be dis- 
pensed with altogether, that is in making examinations of the eye simply; 
when the object ia to demonstrate the fundus of the eye to a number of 
person^ the camera should be used both with and without the ground 
glass. 

Oftios.—- In the accompanying diagrams I have made the mean posi- 
UoD of the optical centre of the eye at the centre of curvature of the cor- 
nea, or at a distance one-third of the distance of the diameter from the 
oomea, making the posterior focal distance of the eye about two thirds of 
an inch. I have also represented the eyes as " homogenous bodies, poe- 
**8e6Bed of a single condensing refracting surface, which is regarded as the 
*'. optical equivalent of the various surfaces in a real eye, 

" By giving such hypothetical eyes a higher index of refraction than that 
<* of the media of any real eye, we may preserve the proportion between 
** the distance of the cornea and the retina from the optical centre almost 
*' unchanged, while substituting an equivalent for a real eye, which may be 
" assumed to be quite accurate in so far as concerns any optical ooncluuons 
•• with which we have to do," — Dr, George Rainy on the Theory of Oph- 
thalmoecope. 



L^. 
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lUuminatian, — Let M Q (fig. 1) represent parallel rays of solar light 
iDCideot upon the double convex lens Q, at the points N R they are 
lefracted and emerge from the lena con?erging]y towards a focus V in the 
tube C, but at and S they are intercepted by the plate glass D, a por- 
tion of the rays are reflected by its polished surface in the direction E, and 
rays not reflected or absorbed are transmitted and pass to form a focus at 
Vy the principal focal distance of the lens G, and again diverge in the 
direction W X. 

The rays reflected from the surface of the plate glass form a focus at U 
(which is also the focal centre of the eye E) at the same distance in front 
of the plate glass D, as V is behind it, these rays at U again diverge and 
illuminate a portion of the fundus at T P. 

Reflection, — L^t E (fig. 2) represent the 
same ey^ illuminated as just described, D 
the plate glass, and H I the lenses in the 
camera tube. Hays from any portion of the 
illuminated fundus as a, are reflected from ' 
the fundus and emerge from the cornea at 
h Cf the width of the' dilated pupil, and pro- 
ceed to the plate glass D (parallel rays of 
light emerging from an eye having its accom- 
modation paralyzed are parallel or very near- 
ly so) where some of its rays will be reflected 
through the lens G in the direction of the 
source of illumination, but other rays pro- 
ceed to d^ e, where they are incident on the 
lens H by which they are refracted, and they 
would proceed to a focus at the principal focal distance of the lens U, viz : 
at 5 inches, but they are again intercepted at/, g, by the lens I, which 
refracts them to an earlier focus at h. In the same way rays from t^ on 
E's retina, proceed from the cornea parallel to the axis i, k,tn, and are also 
refracted by the lens H and I, and are brought to a focus at o. In like 
maooer all points intermediate between i and a, on E's retina, are reflected 
from the fundus and refracted l^ the lenses forming an inverted image of 
if a, Bio, h, which is received upon the ground glass placed at F. 

Appuoatiok-— Adyantaobb. — ^The advantages I daim for this instru- 
ment are: — 

1st. The simplicity of its construction, taking into consideration its two- 
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Md purpoie, viz: as an ophthalmoscope, and as a phoU^raphing iDStriH 
meat. My friend. Dr. Noyes, of the New York Eye Infirmary, ooDstructed 
an ittstmment for photographing the fundus oculi, and which was I believe 
to a oottriderable extent successful, but its construction was too compliented 
and the instrument too expensive to be generally adopted. Dr. Soymf 
instrnment is constructed somewhat upon the principle of the binocolar 
mioroscopa Any good optician can construct this instrument. The one I 
exhibited to the Institute was made by Charles Potter, of King street* 
Torottta 

2d* The limited experience necessary in order to use it succeasfolly; 
the ordhiary ophthalmoscope requiring months of practice before it can bo 
used satisfactorily. 

3d. Being able to see the aerial image free from reflections from the 
object lens, which reflections are serious obstacles to beginners. 

4th. Being able to receive the image, either of a healthy or diseased 
fundasi upon a screen of ground glass which can be seen by a number of 
persons at the same time, and could be taken advantage of by genUemen 
lecturing upon the physiology of the eye, or upon the pathology of ita 
deep structures. 

6th« With it, artists will be enabled to make colored representations of 
the fnnduS) whidi, with the instruments now in nse, has never yet beea 
effected; thus, Mr. Hulke in his Treatise on the Ophthalmoscope, and 
Jabez Hogg in the preface to his << Manual of Ophthalmoscopic Surgery,** 
(June, 1863,) apologizing for defects in their colored representations, state 
that it is impossible to procure the services of artists having the requisite 
knowledge of the use of the ophthalmoscope. 

6th. Rendering it comparatively easy to photograph the reflection from 
the posterior internal surface of the eye. 

I cannot conclude without expressing the hope that this instrument will 
contribute something towards awakening more of an interest in ophthal- 
moscopic science, as the ophthaimoscope is undoubtedly as essential in inves- 
tigating diseases of the eye, as the stetbescope in diagnosing affections of 
the heart and lungs; and I trust its nse will aid in banishing from ophthal- 
tnio Bomendatare the indefinite term of amaurosis, where, as Walthar 
observed, *' the patient and physician are equally blind." 
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ART. lL—Ini€ri8Hng Case of 2>ia^/e«~Br Prop. Jamis P. Wsin. 

BupPALO, May 2d, 1864. 
Dr. Mner: i 

Dear Sir: — ^The enclosed letter of CoL Potter shows results so satisfao- 
tory in arresting the progress of a most intractable disease, that I send it 
70a for publication in your valuable Journal, if you deem it worthy of 
insertion. The Colonel describes in the language of a very intelligent lay- 
niao the plan of treatment which, with such modifications as are required 
by different individuals I have adopted during the Ust eight or ten yearr 
It is scarcely to be expected that all patients possess the requisite persever* "^ 
anoe and self-denial to secure the success attained by the writer of this 
letter. According to my observation little can be accomplished by the 
physician in the treatment of diabetes without the intelligent co5peration 
of the patient 

When Col. Potter was referred to me for advice by Dr. Eddy of Lewis- 
to% N. T., he had lost more than sixty pounds in weight, and was^rapidly 
enoaeiating. At the time of making the diagnosis and putting him upon 
the conrse of hygiene and treatment which he describes, he was passing 
from ten to fifteen lbs. of urine daily, of the specific gravity of 1085 to 
1 045. Nearly four years have now elapsed since the adoption of this 
course, with the return of much of the weight lost, and still greater im* 
provement in strength and vigor. It should be remarked that in the mean 
time that he has entirely changed his pursuits^ and from being occupied in« 
doors, in mercantile business, he is now upon a farm, passing much of his 
time in the open air. It will be perceived that the Colonel has had to 
wage a constant warfare with his disease, and in doing so, has made himself 
familiar with the means of testing his urine, and has really manifested 
great skill in adopting his diet and therapeutics to the indications thus 
afforded. Hoping the letter may be useful in supplying hinta to the prac- 
titioner and encouragement to the afflicted patient, I remain 

Truly yours, Jamxs P. Whits, 

<<Spriko Brook Farm, March 17, 186i, 
JameM P. WhUe, M J9.? 

Dear Sir>*-Yott will doubtless recollect your desponding patient of 
December, 1860, and his promise to communicate further with you after 
bis retiracy upon a farm in Michigan the next year. Well, here I am, at 
the present, enjoying pretty good health, and expecting to live longer 
with more satisfaction to myself and family than I should if I had never 
7ol. 3, No. 10—48. 
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been af9iet«d, although whenever I depart from the regimen prescribed, my 
urine becomes heavy, sometimes as high as 0.30, but usually in settled 
weather from 0.10 to 20. My remarkable preservation having excited a 
good deal of attention, and having the satisfaction of putting a number on 
the right track who have applied to me by letter, I deem it a duty I owe 
to humanity as well as yourself, to now comply with my promise, which I 
will do by copying y6ur prescription verbatim, with a receipt or rather 
formula for the bran bread, and a reference to Dr. Joseph Beirs artiole^ 
(see Braitkwaite's Journal, January, 1857, p. 112,) for the use of cod liver 
oil at a time I was losing flesh rapidly, my voice weak and husky, and 
my lungs evidently sympathizing with the disease, and a formula for rennet 
sausage which has been of great benefit : 

Strychnia grs. ii. 

Acetic acid gutt. zzz. 

Citrate of iron § ss. 

Water § viii. • 

S Take a tcaspoonful 4 times daily. 
December, 1860. * J. p. w. 

Among the vegetables admissible are cabbage, celery, lettuce, spinach, 
water cress. (I fiud sour Jcrout the best preparation of cabbage, although 
I use it in any form, and what is remarkable, that before I was afflicted 
it was almost indigestible.) 

Drink : water in moderation ; broths tepid or cold ; claret wine if fond of 
it, (this is deceitful ;) carbonate of soda and water. 

Ift/gienef-r-The surface should be kept warm, and occasional warm bathf^ 
followed by high friction. Passive exercise in the open air, avoiding exces- 
sive fatigue ; cheerful society and early hours. 

The hygiene is very important, I took a warm towe\ bath, followed 
with high friction daily for the first year; good beef in any form, and < 
occasionally beef's liver done better with me than eggs. My urine occasion- 
ally, when as high as 0.32, deposits a sharp red sand," and is followed by 
rheumatic pains. These are removed by wine of colchium until it moves 
the bowels. 

Formula /or bran cakes. — Take a sufficient quantity of wheat bran, (say 
a quart,) boil it in two successive waters for one-fourth of an hour, each 
time straining it through a sieve, then wash it well with cold water on the 
sieve, until the water runs off perfectly clear, squeeze the bran in a cloth as 
dry as you can, then spread it thinly on a dish and place in a slow oven ; 
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if put in at night let it remain until the morning, when, if perfectly dry 
and crisp^ it will be fit for grinding. The bran thus prepared must be 
ground in a fine mill, (I use a first class coffee mill screwed up tight,) and 
frifted through a wire sieve of such fineness as to require the use of a fine 
brush; this is particularly necessary if the bowels are irritable. Take of 
this bran, so ground, 3 or 4 oz , 3 new laid eprgs, 2 oz. butter, and about a 
half pint of milk, mix the eggs with the milk, warm the butter with the 
other portion and stir it in, adding nutmeg or ginger, or any other agreea- 
ble spice. Eake in patti-pans one-half hour, in a quick oven, or like the 
common pan-cake for the same length of time. Butter them freely, and 
use no other bread until the urine is much lighter. 

Formula for Pepticus or Sausage. — Take three calves' rennets, rinsed 
off only, chop them up fine and season as you would sausage, insert them 
then in small cases, and boil for fifteen minutes, and then smoke them a 
little and use abomt 1^ inches with every meal. 

You will recollect that you prescribed pepsin, but supposed it impossible 
to obtain; I found it, but it did not compare with the sausage made as 
aboTe. My impression is that the sausage made as above is the best pep- 
ain ever made, and must be useful in all stomach difficulties. 

The following ia Prof. Hadlcj'a analysis at the time of ^^our prescription: 

Dr. White: December 18, 1860. 

Dear Sir: — The following is a summary of the results of my analysis of 
the arine^of your Albion patient. The sugar was determined with great 
care and accuracy : 

I — Afternoon urine, December 14, 

Specific gravity at 60*» F 108U.6 

Has an acid reaction. 

Depoaiti^ uric addon standing two or three days. 
Contains *M^flrL [C 12, H 14, 14] 9.55 grs. to 100 meas. 

43^ grs. to fluid ounce. 
696 grs, to the pint. 
Total passed at this time about 14 ^ fi. 
II — Urine passed in the mormng. 
Containa no albumen. 
Fine crystals of uric acid on sides of vial. 
Bas an add reaction. 
Specific gravity at 60" F 1045 
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CoDtains sugar 10.546 grs. to the 100 meas. 
47 gFB, to the fluid ounce. 
754 grs, to the pint 
Tho^er eentage of sugar is by no means small. I have forgotten what 
Ur, P. estimated the daily measure of the urine. 

Very truly yours, • Gboege Haolbt. 

I ha?e thus, dear Doctor, in a plain way given yoa the process (for 
which I am mainly indebted to you) to hold diabetes in check. Hoping 
you will lii'e long to do good to the afflicted, I will only add that it is a 
ltf<$ work to contend with the disease, but if it is only properly directed 
and the patient has courage, perseverance with determination to live^ he 
may live comfortable with no more aches and pains than falls to the lot of 
man after he passes fifty, and until he reaches hi^ allotted time of thre(»- 
leore and ten. 

Very gratefully yours, 

C. a POTTBR, 

Ealamasoo. 

P. S.' — Give my regards to Prof. Hadley, thanking him for the desira- 
ble information he gave me in anal) zing my own urine. 

Last season I mowed (with a machine of course) 110 acres of hay and 
cut 60 of wheat, under a broiling sun and stood it as well as any man I 
had. Heretofore I have always been employed in-doors and needed a 
covering to go a mile. 

Wherever you can benefit humanity or inspire confidence you are at 
liberty to use the foregoing." 



Rkmbdt fob Boils. — Dr. D. B. Hofl'man, of San Diego, Cal., says 
(San Francisco Medical Press, January, 1864,) that '* Tincture of iodine, 
douhU strength, of the formula given in the United States Dispensary, 
applied thoroughly to boils, bunions, and carbuncles^ will cut short the sup- 
purative stages more than one-half, as well as relieve the patient of all pain. 
AD of the feverish symptoms, with alternate agues, chills, and unpleasant 
feelings in the same, that are met with in delicate females and other per* 
•onS| are relieved almost entirely by the first application.*' 




8UR0I0AL OASia, BY J. F. MIRSR, li. D. d77 

ART. IIL — Surffieal Cam — Sera-CpsUe Degeneralion of the l^am- 

mary Oland and Cystic Tumor in Heck, with wood cut llluitrationi. 

Br J. F. MiHBR, M. D. 

lire. Wm. £• Isham, of Decatur, 
Michigao, aged 34, of Datura] delimit e 
comtitulioD* first noticed about ten years 
lince t^at ber left breast was en- 
largiog; was bard, and tender. The 
prepress of tbe disease was at fiiat 
very slow, and but little attention 
was given to it; at lengtb it Lad 
become so mucb increased in voluina 
as to annoy ber, more from tbe btilk 
and apprebension, tban from actual 
pain. It continued gradually but con-l 
stantly to increase, tbougb a great 
many applications were made and mftnj 
sargeons consulted, botb in tbe wrst 

and in tbe eastern cities. Cancer cjstic Tumor of Breaetweigbinguibt. 
Doctors and Purifiers of tbe Blood bad aUo secured tbe usual attentions 
paid by subjects of sucb disease, but tbe progress * was uninterrupted, and 
tbe lady bad finally nearly abandoned all bope, returning to tbe home of 
ber motber, in Wales, Erie County, N. Y., to die, ratbcr tban with any 
expectation of recovery. It bad grown to tbe enormous dimensions repre- 
sented in tbe illustration, extending bigb up into tbe axilla, crowding the 
arm back from its natural depending position, and extending downwards so 
as scarcely to be encircled by tbe two ai*hi9, which was necessary for support 
when locomotion was attempted. The weight of the tumor had become so 
great that the patient was mostly confined to tbe recumbent position, and 
where it bad rested upon tbe bed, the pressure bad produced an open ulcer, 
resembling in some respects a small encepbaloid tumor, which had deceived 
many, and caused them to regard it as of a malignant character. Tbe 
general health bad become much impaired, more from the load, which the 
patient bad so long carried and from tbe dread of impending evil, than 
from any actual disease or sufiering: pains, however, were complained of as 
extending through the side, but not with sufficient severity to prevent 
sleep, « 

In this condition Dp, Comwell, of Yorkshire^ was invited to take charge 
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of the case, and direct what efforts, if any, should stilly be made to obUin 
relief from the disease, or for allayiDg tho. sufferings of its progress and 
termination. Through favor of Dr. Cornwell I was; invited to visit the 
patient, with view of operation, as ho regarded it as benign in character* 
and poasiblj susceptible of removal. ^ 

March 8d, 1864. — In consultation with and assisted by Drs. Cornwell 
Colegrove, Wainwright and Havens, it was agreed to attempt the removal, 
though differences of opinion were entertained as to its practicabilty and 
possibility. The tumor was manifestly very vascular; enlarged veins passed 
over the mass in all directions. The patient could not bear the loss of much 
blood, but chose to risk all in the attempt to save life, rather than longer 
carry this '*body of death.*' Sulphuric ether having been administered to 
full aniethesii), incision was made over the upper portion near the axilla 
where it was presumed the larger supply arteries would be found. By care- 
fully sepanting this portion from its attachments and raising it, the large 
vessels wbicb supplied the growth were exposed and enclosed in a strong 
ligature previous to division^ After accomplishing this, the difficulties and 
dangers of t^^ operation \(ere passed. A large number of small ves- 
. ads required ligature, still the tumor was rapidly separated from its 
attachments and*<^moved^ without injurious haemorrhage, or serious diffi- 
culty. Separating it from the axillary region and securing the vessels 
previous to division are the only points worthy of mention in the operation. 
Sufficient integument was dissected from the sides of the tumor to allow of 
perfect approximation. Thus easily was removed a growth which ap- 
peared to rest upon so large a base, possess so great vascularity and 
extend into the important surgical region of the. axilla so deeply, as to be 
beyond safe removal Cicatrization took place rapidly, and the patient 
recovered without unpleasant symptom, as reported by attending physicians 
Dr& Cornwell and Wainwright 

The mass, upon examination after removal, was found to be made up of 
a great many cysts, with considerable cellulo-fibrous material interposed 
between; the ditlerent cells or cy8t^ containing dissimilar fluid, mostly of a 
serous nature, but of various colore^ constituting what was formerly called 
*^Cyiiie SartomaT a disease of benign character, and in no way liable to 
reappear after removal. 

Tumors of this character are rarely met with in the breast, and are still 
more uncommon of the size which this had attained. Hypertrophy of the 
breast is said to exceed in some rare instances this immense growth, which 
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weighed after the escape of the contents of several cysts and of the vea- 
•elsy fifteen pounds. The gland itself was not muoh involved in the dis- 
ease, which appeared to have commeooed from its lower border* and con- 
tinued an independent growth. 

The breast, ovary and testicle appear to be exposed to nearly the same 
forms of disease ; cystic degeneration of these organs is at least mpt with, 
which is identical in general character, and only modified by the difiereni 
structures Or circumstances of growth. Specimens -of this disease from all 
these organs have been obtained and preserved within the last few months^ 
and npon comparison every observer would at once regard them as of the 
same family — a very troublesome family oftentimes. 

Similar disease may locate upon other organs, or may appear as an 
independent growth, but cystic degeneration is the most common disease of 
the ovary, frequent in the testicle, and sometimes afiects the breast; when- 
ever located upon any of these organs it possesses the same general char- 
acters. 

Cystic Tumor of the Neck. — ^The annexed cut 
represents the appearance of a boy 10 years old, son 
of Charles Cockle, of Evans, who was. presented 
for operation April 2d, 186*4. This tumor com- 
menced to grow, or was distinctly perceivable when 
the boy was six months old, and had gradually , 
increased in size until the pessure was so great upon] 
the trachea as to cause difiSculty of respiration and \ 
peculiar whistling croupy sound often heard in ' 
the adjoining room when the patient was sleeping with the face turned 
upwards. It was found on removal to weigh eight ounces, and to be com- 
posed of a fibrous cyst conlaiuing a thick, yellow, oily fluid, with a great 
abundance of the gliv^^tening crystals of cholesterin, hedce of the character 
named by Cruveilbeir "laminated, nacreous^ fatty tumor." The cyst was 
most intimately connected with the surrounding tissues, which appeared to 
consist wholly of vessels admitting of no dissection without haemorrhagOi 
With care the tumor was enucleated and removed without serious difficulty, 
and the patient returned home in eight or ten days nearly well. 

The poiots of interest in the case are its location, character, period of 
growth, and size, rather than anything in the rarity of such disease, or the 
diflSculty of removal. "Oh," says one, **It is nothing but an encysted 
tumor; such things are of common occurrence and are very eisily removed." 
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This is jast w£at I propose to say; not quite so commoDi howaver, and not 
always so readily removed. It is but a few months since we weia invited to 
witness' an operation for the removal of a similar growth»of perhaps half the 
size of the one here represented which was similarly situated upoa the nedc 
of a lady in middle^life. Dr. March, of Albany, had been invited to make 
the operation ; while on the part of friends there was great show of pr^wrar 
tion. The tumor was cut down upon and removed. It had scarcely any 
vascular connections; was clearly an extra growth, and had little appear- 
ance of being connected with the thyroid gland, or of being an enlargemaiii 
of that organ. We observed with pleasure th^ removal of the growth, hot 
as no remarks were made explanatory or otherwise, returned with the 
private conviction that we had been *'sold" — ^that an operation of little im* 
portance had been magnified five hundred diameters. 

Upon inquiry, however, the mystery was readily solved* The growth 
had been regarded as a glandular enlargement^ and the most distinguished 
surgeons of New York City had been misled, and refused to attompt ite 
removal — had really been the magnifying power, and consequently it was 
regarded as a magnificent thing, to accomplish what so many of the oioat 
capable had thought difficult or impossible. Burgeons had blinded 
each other, and there was great honor reserved for the one who could 
judge independently and act accordingly. There was no skill requiaiie 
to execute, but it required courage to plan. It seemed as nothing when 
removed which should have importance attached to it, and I have no doubt 
many practitioners, without consultation and without hesitetion, would remove 
a similar growth with the assistance simply of a neighboring boy. 

The history, in outline, which is given of one case, will answer, in maoj 
respects for both; at least will show that the case is not without interest, 
in addition to its being remarkable in size, character, growth, and the effecU 
it produced upon respiration. 



CORRESPONDENCE 



39 West 23d Street, New York, ) 
April 2l8t, 1864. J 

To tlM Editor of the Balfalo Mfldical and Sorgioal Jonrnftl : 

My Dear Doctor: — I have just received your Journal, and was glad to 
see that the dangerous topic of Specialties and Specialists, is not dangerous 
enough for your independent spirit. You would not find, in many of our 
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medioil papen, the fldntott alliuioii to this all-imporUnt quMtfon, mertlj 
beeaoae the Editor has neitber the courage to attack specialiitSy nor to uea. 
Ua inilaeDoe againet the aatiqoated notioiis of old fogybm. Tou say in 
yonr editorial on Spedalists that a phjaietan may profitably cultivate one 
department of professional knowledge and thereby excel in that, and thnt 
admit that spedalties are conducive to the well being of the community. 

Tou find fault with the manner of specialista to put" their superiority 
forward, and therein you are perfectly justified, if specialists daim to belong 
to the regular profession. But I hold that up to the present moment those 
who have a right to call themselves specialists, by preliminary general 
•dneation as medical men as well as by special attainments acquired after- 
wards, have not infringed the code of ethics of the American profession. 
The offensive quota of s|>ecialisU are in the first place the immense number 
of charlatans who take up medicine like a trade, and make it their bnsi- 
mm to promise everything for the sake of money paid in advance, like 

the edebrated Dr. in this city, Inte corn-cutter to Her Majesty 

the Queen of England, and those whom you very well characterize as 
** treating every known disease, when presented, and of paying special 
attention to them all** It is a matter of course that the hitter cannot be 
auperior to an honest general practitioner who does not resort to the same 
dodge. This latter class is represented in namerous specimens in the med- 
ical profession of large cities, and of our metropolis in particular. Such 
men have frequently puffed their names in every possible manner; they 
sometimes are the proprietors of dispensaries, and even schools, and heaven 
only knows of the injuries they do to patients and pupils. Their yearly 
catalogues of diseases treikted, annual reports, contain statistical tables 
(iS cured, Jj, under treatment, and 4), incurable,) so magnificent that they are 
imposaiblcL But they manage to keep themselves in the profession never- 
theless, and would vociferously condemn anybody who would merely adver- 
tise his residence in a newspaper. 

As to the resolutions of the State Medical Society, they must have been 
formed with reference to this .obnoxious dass of mock-specialists, and unfor- 
tunately may be destined to prejudice the profession against necessary 
Mforms — which I advocated some, alas ! with but feeble support — at the 
meeting of the American Medical Association in Chicago, 1868, and in the 
first Tolnme of the American Journal of Ophthalmology, Should those 
reaolutlona now be adopted by the Association, then you will witness in 
Jnne, 186i, the breach between the profession at large and the small num- 
TOi. 8, HO. 10—49. 
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ber of recti qpeeUiito, wUeh bave always dewrrod to be an boQor to med^ 

ieal 6CteDG0, and wko bara narer vioiated tbe code of etbioB. 

I hope that yonr independenoe will allot a spaoe to this lengthy episUa 

ID tbe B^alf> MtHeal und Surgical Journal^ 

And remain very traly yonra, 

Julius UoicBERoaBi 

Xditor ▲merican Joarnal of Ophtbalnolocf , 



PLANTAGO MAJOR FOR BITE OP RATTLESNAE. 
To th« Editor of the BnfEftlo Medioal asd SnrgiMl Jownal : 

Dear 8ir: — I submit to you the following case of a rattlesnake bite in a 
dog, treated by the external and internal use of the expreased' juice of 
plantago major. If you think it would be of any interest to the readers 
of your woKhy Journal, you may give it to them in this or any other 
form your more mature judgment approves. 

In the summer of 1861, whilst attending to some business in my field 
about one-fourth of a mile from the town of Welland, Canada West, a 
Mr. Hooker of the same town came over to see me, and he had his dog 
with him, a beautiful hound, and very highly prized by his master. We 
were but a few minutes in conversation when our attention was called to 
what we then thought was an engagement between the hound and soma 
animal of the same kind; but when we reached the scene of action, we 
found that it was a large rattlesnake. He dispatched the snake, but not 
until he had received several bites on the snout and head. 

I must confess that although I would have been very sorry had Mr. 
Hooker lost his dog, I was not extremely so to have the chance of testing 
the i>ower of remedies^ where it was impracticable either to destroy or 
remove the parts. He concluded to do nothing to him until we »w tbe 
vims begin to take eifect, (a wrong principle, except for the sake of experi- 
ment, and that on a canine subject,) but we hal not long to wait, for he 
soon began to manifest symptoms of dullness and listleasness, and his head 
began to swell. We then took him to Mr. Stones, about eighty rods 
from where it happened, and Mr. S. being a great man for herbs, got some 
plantain, bruised it, expressed the juice, and gave him as much as he could 
of it 'internally, also applied it externally. By this time the dog*s head 
was so much swollen as to make it impossible to see his eyes. And the 
constitutional eflbct was such as to make his walk as zig zag as that of a 

/ 
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eerUia species of bipeds wben bitten by the serpeiit of the itilL Iv^kw 
than an hour the swelling began to subside, bnt he was yerj weak. In 
about three hours he followed his owner home, a distanoe of half a mile. 
Next day he was running around town as well as ever. 

Yours, most respectfully, Wil Fostxb, M. Student 

Bufalo, AprU 28, 1864. 



WSB-FINOSRED CHILD. WITH EXTRA. FINGER8 AND TQES. 

Wattsburo, April 29, 1864. 

Editor BuflUo Medical and Sorglcal Jonni«l : 

If you think the following worthy of notice, you may publish it:— 

Was called to see Mrs. D April 10th, who gave birth in a natural and 

easy labor to a male child, that had five fingers on each hand, and six toes 
on each foot, was also web-fingered ; in other ways natural. I removed 
the extra fingers and cut the others apart, which was all it would bear at 
that time. Child and mother bo(h did well. 

Truly yourp, 0. K Abbbt. 



MISOELLANEOUS. 



TRICHINIASI8 IN GERMANY. 

In the original department of the ^mencan Journal of Medical Scieneet 
will be found an interesting accounti by a correspondent, of the recently 
discovered disease produced by the presence of Trichinie in the human 
tyatem, which we transfer to our pages, as we are confident they will inter- 
est our readers. 

''A few months ago, there was a festive celebration at Hettitadt, a small 
country town near the Hartz Mountains, in Germany. Upwards of one 
himdred persons sat down to an excellent dinner, and, having enjoyed them* 
selves more ma jorum, separated, and went to their homes. 

^ Of these one hundred and three persons, mostly men in the prime of 
life^ eighty- three are now in their graves; the majority of the twenty sur- 
vivons linger ^^ith a fearful malady ; and a few only walk apparently un- 
scathed among the living, but in hourly fear of an outbreak of the disease 
which has carried away such numbers of their fellow-dineia. 

''They had all eaten of a poison at that festive board, the virulence of 
which &ur surpasses the reported effects of aqua tophana^ or of the more 
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tangible igeoU deidribea in toneologieal text-book^ It Wtfs Hot a pdiofl 
dag out of the earth, eztraeted from plants or prepared in the iaboimtory 
of the chemist It was not a poison administered hj design or n^igenee. 
But it was a poison unknown to ali conoemed; and was eaten with the 
meat in whioh it was contained, and of which it formed a living oonstitaeot 

•* When the festival at Hettstadt had been finally determined upon, and 
the dinner had been ordered at th\d hotel, the keeper of the tavern arranged 
his bin of fare. The introduction of the third course, it was settled, should 
consist, as usual in those parts of the country, of Rostewursi und Oemute. 
The Bostewurst was, therefore, ordered at the butcher*s the necessary num* 
ber of days beforehand, in order to allow of its being properly smoked. 
The butcher, on his part, went expressly to a neighboring proprietor, and 
bought one of two pigs from the steward, who had been commissioned 
with the transaction by his master. It appears, however, that the steward, 
unfortunately, sold the pig which the master had not intended to sell, as 
he did not deem it sufficiently fat, or well-conditioned. Thus the wrong 
pig was sold, carried on a barrow to the batcher, killed and worked np into 
sausages. The sausages were duly smoked and delivered at the hoteL*- 
There they were fried and served to the guests at the dinner-table. 

<<0n the day after the festival, several persons who had participated in 
the dinner were attacked with irritation of the intestines, loss of appetite^ 
great prostration, and fever. The number of persons attacked npidlj 
increased ; and great alarm was excited in the first instance by the appre* 
hension of an impending epidemic of typhus fever or continued fever, with 
which the symptoms observed showed great similarity. But when, in some 
of the cases treated by the same physician, the features of the illness began 
to indicate at first acute peritonitis^ then pneumonia of a drcumscribed 
character, next paralysis of the intercostal muscles and the muscles in frodt 
of the neck, the hypothesis of septic fever, though sustained in other catei^ 
had to be abandoned with respect to these particular cases. Some tin* 
known poison was now assumed to be at the bottom of the outbreak; and 
an active inquiry into all the circumstances of the dinner was instituted* 
Bvery article of food and material was subjected to a most rig^d examina- 
tion, without any result in the first instance. But when the symptoms in 
some of the cases invaded the muscles of the leg, particularly the calves of 
some of the sufierers, the description which Zenker had given of a case of 
fiital trkhinous disease was remembered. The remnants of sausage^ and of 
pork employed in its manufacture, were examined with the microscope^ and 
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(blUMi (o be literally swarmiDg with encapsuled trichiDae* From the sufier- 
iog mufldea of several of the victims small pieoes were excised, and under 
the microscope found charged with embryonic trichinss. in all stages of 
development. It could not be doubted any longer, that as many of the 
one hundred and three as had partaken of Bostewurat had been infested 
with trichmoua disease by eating of trichinous pork, the parasites of which 
had, at least in part, escaped the effects of smoking and frying. 

''This awful catastrophe awakened sympathy and fear throughout the 
whole of Germany. Most of the leading physicians were consulted in the 
interest of the sufferers^ and some visited the neighborhood where most of 
the afflicted patients remained. But none could bring relief or cure. — 
With an obstinacy unsurpassed by any other infectious or parasitic disease^ 
trichiniasis carried its victims to the grave. Many anthelmintics were 
arrayed to destroy, if not the wqrms already in the flesh, at least those yet 
remaining in the intestinal canal. Picric acid was employed until ita use 
teemed as dangerous as the disease; beuzole, which had promised well in 
experimenta upon animals, was tried, but was unavailing. As case after 
case died off, and the dissection of each proved the parasites to have been 
quite umiffected by the agents employed, the conviction was impressed upon 
every mind that a man afflicted with the flesh- worm is doomed to die the 
alow death of exhaustion from nervous irritation, fever, and loss of muscu- 
lar power, in systems esiential to existence. 

"But medical science had only just unravelled a mystery; and if it 
could not save tho victims, it was determined, at least, to turn the occasion 
to the next best account. The cases were, therefore, observed with care, 
and chronicled with skill. All the multifarious features of the paraaitio 
disease were registered in such a manner, that there can hereafter be no 
difficulty in the diagnosia ef this disorder. A valuable diagnostic feature 
waa repeatedly observed — namely, the appearance of the flesh-worm under 
the thin mucoua membrane on the lower side of the tongue. The natural 
history of trichina in man was found to be the same as that in animals. * 

'AH observations led to the conviction that the trichina encapsnied in the 
flesh is^in the dbndilion of puberty. Brought into the stomach, the calca- 
reous capsule is digested with the flesh, and the trichina is set free. It 
probably feeds upon the walls of the intestines themselves; for the irrita- 
tion of the iniestines begins before the bringing forth of young trichipn 
haa taken place. Copulation is immediately effected; and within a few 
hours, or a short portion of day^ from .sixty to eighty live embryos leare 
the female, and begin their own career of deatruction. 
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" This connsts, in ihe first instance, in an attempt to piece the walla of 
the intestinal canal. Oreat inflammation of the entire surface ensues, end- 
ing not rarely in death of the villous or mucous membrane^ or in the 
formation of masses of pus on its surface. Sometimes there are bloody 
stools. But these severe symptoms only ensue when much trichinous meat 
has been eaten. When less has been consumed, pain and uneasiness in the 
abdomen are produced, accompanied, however, in all instances^ by wasting 
fever and prostration. The embryos actually pierce the intestines, and are 
found free in the effusion, sometimes serous, sometimes purulent, which ia 
always poured out into the abdominal cavity. Thence they again proceed 
towards the periphery of the body, pierce the peritoneum, causing great 
irritation, and sometimes peritonitis, to the extent of gluing the intestioea 
together to a coherent mass. They next proceed to the muscles nearest to 
the abdomen ; arrived at the elementary muscular fibres, which, under the 
microscope, appear as long cylinders with many transverse striae, they pierce 
the membranes, enter the fibres, eat and destroy their striated contents, con- 
sume a great part of the granular detritus, moving up and down in the 
fibres until grown to the size necessary for passing into the quiescent state. 
They then roll up in spiral or other irregular windings, the bags of the 
muscular fibres collapse, and only where the trichinae lie a calcareous mat- 
ter is deposited, perhaps by the trichinae themselves, which hardens into 
perfect capsules round the parasites. A muscular fibre may harbor one or 
several parasites; but every fibre invaded by a single parasite loses its char- 
acter entirely, and becomes a bag of detritus from one end to the other. 

''If it be remembered that one ounce of meat filled with trichinie may 
form the stock from which, in a few days, three millions of worms may be 
bred ; and that these worms will destroy in the course of a few weeks not 
less than two millions of striated muscular fibres-^an idea of the extent of 
destruction produced by these parasites can be formed. We are not in a 
position to say to what proportion of the fifty or sixty pounds of muscle 
required for the parformances of the human body these two millions of 
elementary fibres actually amount In the muscles nearest to the abdomee, 
the destruction is sometimes so complete that not a fibre free^fr<)m para- 
sites can be found. This amounts to complete paralysis. But death is not 
always produced by the paralysis; it is mostly the result of paralysis, j>eri- 
tonitis, aad irritative fever combined. No base is knowil in which trichin- 
iasis, afterj having declared itself, became arrested. All persons affected 
have either died, or are in such « state of prostration that their death k 
very probable. 
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'^Moat €>ckK»ted people in Germany bave^ io oonseqaeace of the Heti- 
•ddt tragedy, adopted the law of Moses and avoid pork in any form. To 
■QOie of the large pig-breeders in Westphalia, who keep as many as two 
ihooMBd pig% the sinking of the prioe of pork has been a ruinous— -at the 
laasti a serioat-— loss^ In the dining-rooai3 of the hotels in the neighbor- 
liood of Hettst&dt, notioes are hang up announdn; that pork will not be 
•enrerl ia any form in these establishments. To counteract this panic, the 
frrmers' dab of the Hettstadt district gave a dinner at which no other meat 
bat pork was eaten. But it has had no appreciable effdct The raw ham 
and sausages of Germany are doomed to extinction. The smoked and 
fried sausages must necessarily be avoided. « ♦ * * * 

«<Id the South of Germany, some people now say that the Hungarian 
pigs are most frequently affecled with tnchin». This rumor, like the 
flunous pork dinner of the farmers' club, may, however, have been set up 
with the intention of quieting apprehension about the native pigs. We 
have already mentioned the accident which befel the crew of a merchant 
veeseL They shipped a pig at Valparaiso, and killed it a few days before 
tbdr arrival at Hamburg. Moat of thd sailors ate of the pork in one form 
or another. Several were affected with trichinse and died. Of those 
whoae fate could be inquired into, one only seems to have escaped the par- 
antes. Another outbreak in Saxony has carried away twelve persons, A 
foarth wholesale poisoning by trichinae is just reported from Offenbach, the 
Birmingham of Hesse-Darmstadt. Of upwards of twenty persons infected. 
three had already died when our correspondent's letter left Numerous 
aporadic oaaes of fever, and epidemics of inscrutable peculiarity, but refer- 
red to an anomalous type of fever, are now claimed by medical authors, 
and with much show of reason, to have been outbreaks of triohiniasie, or 
flesh-worm disease. Several German physicians experimented with a view 
of finding a cure for this terrible disorder. Prof. Eckhardt at Gleasen, we 
are told, has obtained permission to try tha disease and supposed remedies 
upon a murderer under sentence of deatL We have not been told whether 
his reward in ease of success is to be a commutation of his capital sentence ; 
but should hope this to be the case. The experiment, even if it should not 
have the romantic character indicated, will probably teach some curiona 
details of the life of these parasites. Almost everywhere, the commonest 
rules of cleanliness are disregarded in the rearing of pigs. Tet pigs are 
naturally dean animals^ avoiding, like dogs and cats, all contact with ordure. 
Though they burrow in the earth, and in summer wallow in the mud, they 
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abhor the heaps of exerements mixed with straw in and upon whidi UMy 
aro frequently kept A due regard to oleanliness will prevent trichinn in 
the pig. In wild boar8» of which many are eaten in ilie country round the 
Hartx Mountains, trichinas has never been found. Neither has it been met 
with in sheep, oxen, or horses. Beef is the safest of all descriptions of 
meat, as no parasites have ever been discovered in it. They have alao 
never been found in the blood, brain, or heart, of those animals in whoao 
striated muscles they love to reside.'* 



DIET IN DIABETEa 
Dr. Edward Smith concludes some interesting observations on this sob* 
jeet with the following summary of the proper diet in diabetes: 

1. Fluids,^^To be limited by degrees daily until they shall not exceed 
five pounds and a half in both fluid and solid food. Of this quantity two 
to three pints should consist of new or skimmed milk, and one pint, or 
less, of tea. In the cold season and at night they should always be given 
when hot Of all alcohols brandy is the best, and may be given with 
water only, or added to milk, or beat up with egg and milk, and given 
several times daily. No fluid should be given in greater quantity than half 
a pint at a time, and when milk is reduced in volume by cooking, the daily 
quantity of fluid must be made up by an additional supply of the same or 
other fluid. 

2. SoUdi. — Dr. Prout*s combination of eggs and milk (with sharps 
substituted for bran) is excellent Four ounces of sharps and 4 oz. of peas, 
beansi or lentils may be made into bread or pudding, with milk, or into 
omelets with eggs and herbs. Eggs and gelatin may be given when 
starchy food cannot be altogether intermitted. Eggs, gelatin, cheese, glu- 
ten, bread, meat, fat, and oils may be given as larp^Iy as they can be 
digested. The free use of salad oil should be urged, whether in the cook- 
ing of fish or flesh, or in the use of water-cress as a salad, or drunk alone, 
so that several ounces may, if possible, be consumed daily; but as there 
are in all persons preferences and dislikes in reference to particular fats, 
that kind — whether butter, suet, oil, or fat of meat — should be allowed 
which is the most agreeable. Four oz. of sharps, 3 oz. of wheaten flour, 
6 oz. of peas, 1 lb. of meat, 2 oz. of cheese, 2 pints of milk, and 3 egg% 
will afford more than about 13 oz. of carbon and 1 oz. of nitrogen daily. 
—Lancet^ Feb. 6, 1864. 
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AfiTJSSXHBaiil FEOM CHLOROFOBK FROLONGBU QT TBS H7P0D9R- 

MIO INJECTION OF MORPHIA. " 

TIUNSLATKD BT DR. HOMBCRQ, CINCINNATL 

The foIlowiDg observations of Prof. Nupbaam, of Munich, are likely to 
prove of vast importance not onlj in cbirurgical, but also for internal med- 
ical treatment, for instance, in reference to the therapy of the tetanus, rari* 
ooB neuroses, etc., yea, even in experimental physiology. Since it appears 
to us desirable that the valuable experiments in question should be con- 
firmed by other surgeons and physicians so that experiments may be had 
ID the most varied manner, we hasten to communicate them briefly, even 
without waiting for a greater number of cases bearing thereon. 

Prof. Nupbaum removed, about three weeks ago, from a patient aged 
forty, a miller, residing in Foelz, a great sarcomatous tumor on the neck, 
u«ng chloroform in the usual manner. To silence pains after the opera- 
tion, which required a complete sej/aration of plexus cervicalis, he injected 
beneath his skin, while still under the influence of chloroform, one grain of 
acetate of morphine. The person operated upon did not subsequently — 
•a usual — awaken from his narcotism, but slept on, breathing regularly and 
calmly, uninterruptedly, for twelve hours. He endured during this sleep 
the deepest stitches of the needle, incisions into the skin, and the applica- 
tion of red-hot iron, etc, without even the slightest re-action against the 
same. Finally, he awoke ftom deep slumber, exactly as if he had just 
passed through a chloroform narcotism. 

A few days later, Prof. Nupbaum most pleasingly surprised at this exhi- 
bition, and the effect just stated of subcutaneous application of morphine 
on a second patient, a Mr. M., in Swabia, upon whom, in consequence of 
a cancer, he had just executed the resection of the upper maxillary bone 
without removing the alveolar process during the chloroform narcotism, and 
had finally, on account of cancerous irritation in the facial skio, undertaken 
a transplantation in the neighborhood of the temples and forehead by 
closing the wound. This patient, too, slept with complete absence of all 
feeling duriog eight hours amid the most quiet breathing. His pulse 
remained in rhythm and number perfectly regular. The effect of the nar- 
cotic appears the more surprising in this case, because the same dose of 
acetate of morphine had a few days previous been iojected hypodermically 
without producing sleep, and still less anaesthesia. 

Two other cases embrace a woman fifty years old, and a seven year old 
boy, upon both of whom only about half a grain of morphine had been 
VOL. 3, Ko. 10 -60. 



300 mSOBLLANBOUB. 

Bubcutaneouiiy iDJected; and both slept from five to six hours the tame 
quiet deep, and enjoyed an equal aniestbetio condition. Another oaee, ia 
vhich the experiment in question failed, has up to now not been obeerred 
by Professor Nupbaum. 

From the preceding observation^, appears to arise a physiological experi- 
mental point, that must on further use tend doubtless to most gratifying 
results. Obviously it appears as if the hypodermic application of morphine 
and perbape of other narcotics, for instance, of atrophia, might during the 
chloroform narcose preserve for several (six to twelve) hours that peculiar 
condition of the central nervous system, of which we know — ^it is to be 
lamented — as yet so little^ and which is temporarily produced by the ^ect 
of inhaled chloroform, and to do this by greater or lesser doses of mor- 
phine; as long at least as the effect of morphine is maintained^, and of 
^ourse also the arracothesy, which to produce through the inhalation of 
chloroform is, as well known, one of the most beneficent inventions in aid 
of suffering humanity, — Cincinnati Lancet and Observer^ 



DEITH FOLLOWING THE EXOISION OF A KJSVITS. 

Dr. S. Cabot related to the Boston Society for Medical Improvement, the 
following case: 

March 8th — A child a seven months and a few days old was brought to 
my office for advice, in reference to a vascular tumor, (raspberry,) situi^ted 
on the right side of the os frontis, at some disunce in front of the coronal 
suture. As it was increasing rapidly in size, I advised that it should be 
removed at once^ and as it was situated over a smooth bony surface, favor- 
able for the easy arrest of bleeding, I decided to excise, rather then to 
apply ligature. Assisted by my neighbor, Dr. J. G. White^ who kindly 
attended to the etherization, I cut out the tumor by two semi-lunar incis- 
ionsy extending through the scalp. There was but little bleeding, about an 
ounce — certainly not two ounces of blood were lost; two small vessels were 
tied, and the sides of the wound were brought together by uninterrupted 
silk sutures. A compress and bandage were applied, and the oporation 
terminated. It took but a short time, and Dr. White says that not more 
than an ounce of ether was used, 

I was obliged to leave my house as soon as the operation was finished, 
and did not return till after the patient had gone. I told the father of the 
child to call in a physician and have the stitches removed oa tha seoond 
day. 



I thoold hava thought no more about the ease, as ttothioj^^bout it garo 
any gnmnd for anxiety, if I had not received, on the 14th, a letter from 
Dr. A. LeB. Monroe, dated llth. sayiog, ''The ehild from whoee head you 
removed an erectile tumor last Tuesday, died the next day. I was called 
the next morning. Pulse very weak and frequent^ skin cool, pupils dilated, 
eonjanctivss iujected. At 3 P. M., pulse imperceptible, pupils more dilatedi 
and unaffected by a strong light, respiration slow and difficult; died an 
hour or so after. 

This morning made mpott-mortem examination. Upon reflecting the 
aealp^ the intervening cellular tissue was found infiltrated with blood, from 
ma inch or more forward of the wound, back over the occiput to the nape 
of the neck. The track of blood varied from one to two inches in width. 
Upon removing the calvarium, the vessels of the brain were seen unusually 
distended, and the brain itself rather softer than we usually find it without 
disease^ The mother says the child never recovered perfect consdousQess; 
it nursed once on the way home, and once afterwards. About 12 P. li 
it Tomited, and after until 2 A. M." Dr. M. in a subsequent letter says: 
''The ligature you applied remained firm, and I found no artery unligated.'' 
Dr. 11 told me afterward that there had been no escape of blood exter* 
nally, the dressings were unstained. 

On reviewing this case, we find a healthy child, after an operation involve- 
ing a small surface of the head, (the wound when dosed not being more 
than an inch in length,) accompanied by very moderate loss of blood and 
small degree of etherization, remains in a state of partial dnoonsdousness 
for twelve hours^ then it is seized with vomiting, which lasts for two hours, 
followed by collapse and death in twelve hours more — ^the whole time from 
the operation to the death being about twenty-six hours, — Boston MsdUal 
amd Surgical Journal^ April 14, 1864. 



TRIATMBNT OF TSUDINOUS RHEUMATISM BT THE BXTERKAL 
EMPLOYMENT OF SULPHUR. 
Tendinous rheumatism, according to Dr. Renard, differs from acute 
rheumatism by the absence of the general symptomsi and from the chronic 
by the presence of local inflammatory symptoms. Dr. Benard suflered 
ftom this complaint himself after an attack of acute fheumaUsm, for which 
he was copiously bled. The parts afiected were the tendons of the ham- 
•tring musdes, and no improvement resulted after a long course of diapho* 
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TMiHiB^ ttamp^ t6rabiatliiDaft6» aod othor Imtmettts, and the Adotiantnttiad 
of tbe loiADauA. At 1m£ Dr. Renard saw a passage in aa Eoglish msd- 
ml joumal, stetiog that persons saffariag from rheamatlsm io the legs had 
onljr to dost the inside of their stockings with sulphur. He irnmediatelj 
•mj^oyed this simple remedy^ the sulphur being the commercial flowers of 
bfiimtoiM, which contain some sulphurous add. The curatif e effect was 
fMy well marked, for Dr. Renard walked in the evening, then renewed the 
salphur in the stockings before sleeping in them, found himself very much 
vsiiBTed the next morning, and nearly quite cured on the morning after. 
▲ few days later he left off the brimstone, and the pain re-appeared in the 
seha of the feet, but yielded very soon to the re-application of sulphur. 
SiDo&the year 1857, when he was first attacked, the same experiment was 
fepeated 'every winter when he was suffering from chronic tenodynia, either 
in the hams, the heels, or the elbows. Ha left under the influence of the 
nralact of the flowers of brimstone, the skin becoming hotter, slightly 
tioitsdy and more disposed to sweating; and, -as soon as this effect was 
produced, the relief of the pain seemed to be immediately marked. What- 
em may be the explanation of the manner in which sulphur exerta its 
OOMtive agency, Dr. Renard affirms that it has a beneficial effect upon the 
rheumatic pains of the tendons, and that this action is the more rapid and 
terltoin in proportion as the tendons are more superficial and the snlphur is 
kepi more doeely over the painful parts. — B, dk F. Med. Chir, Rev^ Jan. 
1964, from LVhion M^cBccde^ April 21, lS6S,— Chieapo Exandmr. 



ComripBRATH Medical akd Suroioal Jouiinal.— The Londtkn Lancet 
•tales that it has received the first number of what it believes is the first 
medical periodical published m the South, having the above title. «*It is 
meant not only as the organ of the Southern medical profesnon, but as a 
means of imparting information to those who have been debarred from any 
iatiieoiinB with the scientific world.** The contents are:-— A paper on 
traamalic tetanus, by Prof. J. Jones; another on resections of the hip; and 
a thild on the external application of the oil of turpentine as a substitute 
for qoinine in intermittent fever; the remainder is of local interest* The 
place of publication is not given. We cordially unite with the Lancet in 
expreseioBS of sympathy for «*ottr medical brethren in the South,** and trust 
the time is not distant when they will cease to walk in the ways of tfaiia> 
fression^-^^mmcan Medical Timee, 



SFB0xiLi.fig8w— ^^he qu«8tioa of fipecudtioa has oetrlj found iU level in 
UuB oottD^ry, wad has been seUlad by admitting them io the bosom of the 
hospitala and centres of instruction, where they can serve purposes of pio- 
gresB and education within salutary limits aud suSject to the regulations of 
the general body. Lefl to themselves they grow rank and overrun the 
plaee in lawless outgrowths. In America^ the professors of specialties have 
adopted the fashion of advertising. Thus we read that '^Dr. Elsbeigt 
Lecturer on the Laryngoscope and Diseases of the Larynx and Throat in 
the University of New York, devotes himself specially to the treatownt of 
the htfynx and neighboring organs^-^offios hours from four to biz P. IL;" 
which announcement, with others similar to it, appears in lai^e capitab, 
variously spaced, in the advertising columns of the principal weekly^period-* 
icals of America. Here there could not be any difference of opinion about 
the exceedingly gross impropriety of such a proceeding. However, various 
•tandards rule in different countries, and possibly the American profession 
may find as much reason to wonder at irregularities that we tolerate as we 
do at the lax proceedings which their professional code admita.-^--Zonii(m 



EDUOKIAL DEPARTMENT. 



THE CASE OF DR. Bi^RTLETT AGAINST THE ERIE COTTNTr MEDICAL 

SOCIETY. 

This case has oocupied the attention of the Erie Connty Medical Society 
for several years, and finally came before the courts for adjudication. A 
eonnected account of it^ therefore, may prove interesting to most members 
of the profession. 

At the semi-annual meeting of the Erie County Medical Society held 
Jane 18th, 1859, an application for membership was reeeired frem Dr. 
Bartiett This application, upon motion of Dr. Winne^ was referred to a 
•pedal committee, consisting of Drs. Winner Hochester, Congar, Wyckoff 
and Bur well. At the next meeting, January 10 th, 1860, the eovmitttee 
asked for further time to consider the application, which was granted. At 
the same meeting, however, later, the vote granting further time w«s re- 
considered upon motion bf Dr. Wilcox, and at the request of Dr. Boehestori 
one of the committee, the old committee was discharged and a new one 
appointed. The new committee consisted of five members, vui: DfSi Rooh- 
ester, CongM*, Oay, E. Storek and BurweU« At this meeting also » eom« 
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niiiiiieation ^ttt pr. fiartlett was read, renewing; kh Atiplleaiioii toi bMU* 
benbip and defining his position as a practitioner of medicine^ espedaUj 
denying the use of secret remedies. A.fter conference the committee reported 
that they would meet Dr. Bartlett, for a hearing, one month from the day 
of the meeting of the society, and report at the next semi-annual meetii^ 
Further time was again granted. Accordingly at the meeting in June fol- 
lowing, the committee, through their chairman, Dr. Rochester, made tbe 
Mlowing report: 

<*That they have had an intenriew with the applicant, which established 
thew facts: Dr. Bartlett graduated in the year 1854, from the Medical 
Department of the University of New York. During the same year hm 
came to Buffalo and devoted hife time to the treatment of diseases of the 
throat and lungs, advertising to that effect in the daily and weekly papers 
of the city. Moreover, he claimed in his advertisement to use the method 
of Robert Hunter of New York. The advertisement in its first form waa 
discontinued upon his being notified of the impropriety of such a course^ 
and one substituted which merely stated his name, residence, and spedaltj. 
He stated to the committee that he had never been guilty, consciously^ of 
unprofessional conduct to any regular physician, and that he had never 
ptofesBod to employ secret or unusual remedies in the treatment of diseasea^ 
That he had once only held a consultation with an irregular praetitionari 
bat had repeatedly dedined to do so since. That it was his wish and iotea- 
tion to abandon special, and engage in general practice.*' 

The report concluded with a recommendation that Dr. Bartlett be admit- 
ted to membership^ It was signed by every member of the oommittee, 
eioept Dr. Bnrwell, who stated that he refused to sign it^ and was opposed 
to grantii^ the application. The report gave rise to an animated discoa- 
bIod; some members advocating and some opposing admission to member* 
ship» while others pn^KMed a pubUc recantation of errors as a ooaditi(m of 
hk being received as a member. The consideration of the matter was ter- 
mtnated by a vote of 15 yeaa to 9 nays, to postpone indefinitely. The 
matler did not rest here, for at the afternoon session Dr, Rochester OMved 
a re^sonsideration of the vote to poatponcr which was carried, and the 
report came once more before the society. After some discussion a motion 
to adopt the report was lost by a vote of 6 nays to 3 jtaa. 

There appears to have been no further action in the case till the annoal 

meeting, January 14th, 1862, when Dr. Cronyn suggmUdf as the record 

. veadsy the consideration of the application of Dr. Bartlett^^e f^lmiieion of 
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iMmben beiDg in the regular order of busineee then under eonsidenitkNL 
Dr. Whitney thought it would more properljr come under the head of 
nnAttiahed burinesa. No motion appears to have been made, and nothing 
farther done tHi the afternoon Beanon, when the president pro tem^ J)t 
Samo, read a letter from Dr. Bartlett asking the society to take the appli* 
cation made by him two years before, under consideration. This letter ia 
referred to in the opiuion of the court given by Judge Daniels, which will 
be presently brought forward. It says the society took no notice of its 
request& It might be inferred therefore, that there was not a disposition 
to deal iairiy with him. But it should be borne in mind that the society 
had given him an interview through a committee, and there was no need 
to repeat it 

The letter will bear a few comments, being made so prominent by the 
above mention. It asks the society to lay aside all prejudice, consider hh 
application in a kindly spirit, and not compel him to maintain an antag- 
onism injurious and unpleasant to himself and it. He offers to explain any 
objections honestly entertained There is an apparent candor about this 
which might to many carry the impression fhat he felt he had all the right 
on his side. It seems to imply on the part of the society, or at least some, 
of its members, nothing else than prejudice, unkind spirit, bad temper* 
not strictly and solely a regard for the honor and welfare of the profession 
and society. In all such cases the individual should be carefully separated 
from the principle, and a man should not think because his wishes are 
denied, it is personal hostility — and so be tempted to call it prejudioa or 
dishonesty. If the society had refused to notice this letter because it 
seemed to imply that its objections were personal and its motives dishcnest* 
it would have been perfectly fair. But it was not so. There were no 
new facts and therefore no need of asking him or giving him an opportu- 
nity to explain. The objections were founded upon general, not personal 
grounds. We do not charge that Dr. Bartlett meant all that one might 
infer from his language, only that the society might without doing violenoe 
to the interpretation, take this view of it and consider it in no way proper 
in one who should ask it to overlook uoprofessional conduct^ not use 
language implying that its motives and spirit needed admonition. 

A motion was made and carried to lay upon the table the communica- 
tion, and we may suppose it still lies there. The application pf Dr. Bart- 
lett was not again brought before the society. The matter came before it 
in quite a different shape, the courts having been appealed to, to grant to 
\ 
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tli« applieant die awert«d rights, wbioh lie foand the iooiety not wflling to 
leoogDUsa In other words he took legal steps to compel that admissioQ to 
meaibenhip, which he had Med to procure through the voluntarj aetion 
of the society. 

At a special meetiDg called March 6th, 1803, the president Dr. Winoe, 
etatad that a summons had been served upon the society to appear before 
Judge Davis at a special term of the Supreme Court, and show cause 
why Dr. Bartlett should not be admitted as a member of tbe society.-^ 
After some discussion* in which various propositions were made^ viz: to 
employ an attorney and defend the suit; to take further time to consider 
the matter, and if there was good ground to believe Dr. Bartlett would 
practice regularly, admit him; to let the case go by default; to deny the 
juriidmtion of the court, and enter a protest, but give as little publicity to 
the matter as possible. Finally a motion prevailed to give the president 
povrer to employ an attorney and act as in his judgment seemed best In 
accordance with the granted authority, the president employed^ counsel and 
defended the suit 

The case of Dr. -Bartlett rested, it maj;' be supposed, upon the general 
ground that bringing forward proofs of having graduated at a regular ool- 
legBb and having been regularly licensed to practice^ he had a right to ask 
admission, slight admitted irregularities repented of and discontinued, not 
being a sufficient cause of rejection. The defence by the society was mainly 
alleged quackery, or, to soften the expression, unprofessional conduct^ the 
Advertisement mentioned above being the principal item of proo£ 

The result of the hearing was the issuing a peremptory mandamus for 
the admission of Dr. Bartlett to membership in the society. In order that 
the grounds of the decision may be more fully known it is copied entire: 

^ I am led by my reflections on this case to the conclusion that the appti* 
eation of the relator was improperly rejected. It is true that he had been 
guilty of acts of gross empiricism in the publication of the advertisement 
annexed to his affidavit, and had that publication been continued at the 
time of his application, I should regard the action of the society as entirely 
justifiable. But it appears without contradiction, that it had been aban- 
doned for years, and the practice of the relator had been changed from the 
q>ecialty mentioned in the advertisement to one of a general character. — 
There are no allegations made by defendant all'ectiDg the moral character of 
the relator, and I feel constrained to consider his course at the time of hia 
first establishing himself in Buffalo, in the light of youthful indiscretions* 
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rather than iiDpardoiiable offenoes. The heui pcBuUenHcB was not shut 
agaimt hioni and his abandonmetit of hk empirical conduct^ for so long 
iime before his applicaUon, affords satisfactory evidence of an intent to 
avail hifnself of the right and duty to reform. While I have no doobt that 
that the members of the society who voted for the exclusion were animated 
by a high sense of duty to their profession, yet they seem to me to have 
gone beyond their just powers in refusing him admission for acts which the 
rslator had himself repudiated and abandoned. If the relator should 
resume his obnoxious course after his admission, he will be justly liable to 
the censure of the society, and ultimately to removal from its membership^ 
But with the evidence of his present good conduct and of his adhesion to, 
and intention to conform to their rules and ethics, he was legally entitled to 
admisBion to the society, notwithstanding the professional- errors of his 
early practice. The relator is entitled to the writ prayed for.** 

In order that the true character o(jfche advertisement may be known it is 
here inserted, as first published, about May 1st, 1866: 

^^PaoFisaioirAL Notiob. — Dr. F. W. Bartlett, for the last three years 
amociated with his brother-in-law, Dr. Robert Hunter, in the City of New 
York, in the treatmeat of diseases of the throat and lungs, has removed to 
Buffalo, and will continue to practice upon the method introduced by them, 
and successfully employed in the treatmeat of Bronchitis, Asthma and 
Consumption, in stages of progress heretofore deemed beyond the control 
of medicine. For the beneficial result of ihe treatmeat many resideots of 
Buffalo bear grateful testimony. In consists mainly in the application of 
medicines in the condition of vapor, by means of an inhaling instrument, 
to the Bronchial and Pulmonary membranes, conjoined with such general 
treatment as experience has shown to be usefuL 

Dr. Bartlett refers to persons of the highest respectability in this, and the 
principal cities in the country, to substantiate his claims to the confidence of 
the public" 

This advertisement was discontinued about January 12tb, 1859, and the 
foUowiog inserted as a substitute: 

•* FaoFiBSiqjrAL Noticb. — Dr. Frederic W. Bartlett may be consulted 
for all acute and chronic diseases of the throat and lungs at his office, 158 
Pearl street." 

This last was continued to near the time of Dr. B.'^ application to the 
society for membership. 

This was read at a special meeting, August 4th, 1863, and after some 

discussion it was voted that the president be requested to communicate 

with the president of the State Medical Society, and after consultation with 

him, that he be empowered to make appeal to the Term of the Supreme 

Court to be held in November, 1863, if he should judge it best to do so, 
VOL. 3, HO. 10—61. 
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Th« preridant tbought best to make an appeal, and the result of die leooDd 
hearing before Joatioea Davi^ Daniels and Grover waa^ the affirming of the 
preTiooa order to admit 

At a speeial meeting March 2d, 1864, the decision of the eourt^ affirm- 
ing the previous opinion of Judge Davia^ was read. It was then voted that 
the president Dr. Wyckpft Dr. Winne, and such other person as thejr may 
aaaodate with themaelvea^ be authorized to take any oourae they may think 
moat eonduoive to the honor and welfare of the sooiety. It should be 
stated that a motion had been previously made and withdrawn, to carry the 
case to the Court of Appeals. Acting under the discretionary power given 
them by the aociety, the gentlemen constituting the committee thought 
proper to carry the ease to the Court of Appeals, where it now resta. In 
addition to the alleged irregular practice, the soc^ty claimed the right by 
its charter to exclude^ as well as to admit That it had the right to regu- 
late its own affiurs and to select its members, or rather to decide what spe- 
cific acts should constitute a sufficient ground for denying the privilege of 
membership to one who^ but for such disqualifications, would be considered 
as entitled to it At the same time, while the society claimed to be acting 
within its legitimate powers in deciding what previous acts or circumstances 
should give it the right of exclusion, it would not assert that it shoula be 
exercised capriciously or against the admission of a regularly licensed phy- 
sician against whom nothing could be alleged ; whose conduct had been in 
every respect in accordance with the rules and ethics of the profession. — 
The society held ihat oondu^ which would have subjected a member to 
discipline or expulsion, would exclude a person applying for membership 
guilty of the same, from admission. The court held that such defence was 
not tenable in law. In order that the matter may be more plainly set 
forth the opinion of the court given by Judge Daniels, is here copied entire: 
<^The relator was regularly licensed as a physician and surgeon in this 
State in February, 1854, and has resided in the city of Buflyo, where he 
has practiced his profeaaion aince the early part of 1855, and ia entitled to 
be admitted aa a member of the Medical Society of Erie County, unlesa 
that right has been forfeited by the peculiar mode of practice adopted by 
him for the three or four years succeeding his settlemeDt in Buffalo. That 
is insisted by the aociety to be the case, and to establish that result it relies 
upon the facts, that the relator devoted his professional attention to the 
treatment of diseases of the heart and lungs by medicated inhalations, and 
advertised hia apedalty in the public journals of the city. 



Tlie relator bever has been a member of tlie Medical Society of Erie 
County, and there is nothing before the court to show that he has been a 
member of the State Medical Society. The statutory regulations of the 
practice of physic and surgery, and the by-laws and medical ethics both of 
the defendant and the State Medical Society bare been referred tp, fbr the 
purpose of sustaining the defendant in its objections. But while the statute 
provides that physicians and surgeons may be tried before the county 
court upon charges preferred against t&em for profesrional misconduct, 
gross ignorance, or immoral conduct, the proceedings are by its express 
language limited to those who are members of the medical society. They, 
and they alone, can be tried under its prorisiona; The relator therefore is 
not subject to these proceedings. The by-laws of the society are framed 
in the same manner. The offences prohibited and the punishments pro" 
nounced are alone ibr members, and no others, except in the single disa- 
bility presently noticed. 

For a member to conceal his art of curing diseases, to pretend to any 
supenor skill or knowledge in the treatment of diseases, to consult or attend 
patients with a known quack, or any person not regularly authorixed to 
practice, or with any physician who does not attach himself to the medical 
society, after residing in the county for one year, is punishable on the first 
conviction with a fine of five dollars, on the second ten dollars, on the third 
with expulsion. A member may also be expelled for neglecting or refusing 
to comply with the by-kws and regulations of the society, or of the State 
Medical Society. The object of the by-laws and of the code of ethics 
adopted by this society, or prescribed by the State Medical Society, is to 
r^ulate the conduct and define the duties of members and no others, 
except as others may be incidentally affected by the deportment of mem- 
bers towards them. For that purpose physicians neglecting to apply for 
membership after a year's residence in the county are excluded from con- 
•altations, and from attendance upon patients with its members. So also 
are those < whose practice is based on an exclusive dogma to the rejection 
of the accumulated experience of the profession, and of (he aids actually 
furnished by anatomy, physiology, and organic chemisty ; or resort to public 
advertisements,' etc 

But the by laws and ethics have not provided or declared that the phy- 
■ician who neglects to apply for membership within one year, or ^hose 
practice wai based upon an exclusive dogma, or who had resorted to public 
advertisements, etc., shall be excluded from future membership. On the 



40d ibttoftUL 

contrary the only disability impofied upon him is that wliich reBulta m^ 
the duty of members of the society to avoid consultations and attendance 
upon patients with him. If the society have the power under the atatnte 
rendering it lawful for it to make by-laws and regulations relative to the 
admission of members, to exclude applicants ^upon those grounds, they have 
not exercUedit. 

But the relator for more than three years before his application to the 
Special Term for a mandamus, and for upwai*ds of two years before the 
society finally refused his application for membership^ had discontinued 
both his public advertisements and his special practice, and had devoted his 
professional attention to general practice as an allopathic physician, with the 
intention of making that his future business. In that respect this case 
differs from that of ex parte Paine. The miscDuduct charged against the 
relator in that case was, that he was willing to practice on the allopathic or 
homoeophathic system as patients desired, and was so engaged when the 
application to the society for membership and to the court for a manda- 
mus were respectively made. The writ was denied because the court saw 
that the society could expel him for such professional misconduct as soon 
as he was admitted. The court declined to allow the writ where it oould 
be rendered so completely ineffectual. The relator has, however, wholly 
discontinued that miacondnct, which, if continued* after membership, would 
violate the by-laws of the society, and might therefore reault in hP 
expulsion. 

But it is claimed that the society acted judicially in denying member^ 
ship to the relator. The objection is a good one, if it had any real found- 
ation in fiact But so far from that being the case, the society had no 
jurisdiction over hioL He had committed no offence against its by-laws, or 
the statute that gave it the power either to try or condemn him. If the 
society had been desirous of dealing with him as an offender against its 
laws, or the laws of the State, it should have given him the notice provided 
for in the statute, requiring him to become a member. Or he should hare 
been received as a member upon his own application when he applied for 
that purpose, and then it could have enforced the by-laws against him, if 
he afterwards professionally misconducted himself. He offered in his last 
application for membership < to explain any charges preferred, or to meet 
any objections honestly entertained.' But so far as the papers disclose no 
opportunity of that nature was extended by the society. Under the by 
lawa it could not be done, for they declare that <no candidate shall be pres- 
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§ht tlntii iiie qutttion of his admiasioD be determined by the Society.' The 
objections made to the admiasion of the relator to memberBhip in the sod- 
ely are not well founded, and must be overruled. He^has applied for the 
proper process to enforce bis rights and shown hfmself entitled to it The 
order of the Special Term should be affirmed." 

In a future number some comments will be made upon *the facts and 
prindples involved in this case. L. 



Ai^aicAir Mrdioal Assooiatiof.— The Fifteenth Annual Meeting of 

the ''American Medical Association" will be held in the City of New York, 

commencing Tuesday, June 7tb, 1864, at 10 A. M. 

Guioo FuRMAN, M« D., Secretary. 
New Torlt, March, 1864. 



ABSTRACT OF THE PROOEEOINGS OF THE BUFFALO MEDICAL 

ASSOCIATION. 

Ahhual Mutivo, April 5» 1864, 
Minutes of the Ust meeting read and accepted. After the report of the 
Tteasurer for the past year and the transaction of miscellaneous business, 
there was made the following election of Officers for the ensuing year: 

For PAsident, Joan B. Samo, M. D. 

- Vice President, Wm. Riho, M. D. 

•* Secretary, Joseph A. Pxtirs, M. D, 

•• Treasurer, T. T. Lookwood, M. D. 

« Librarian, T. M. Johxboh, M D. 

Dr. John S. Trowbridge was proposed for membershipb 

Dr. Ayer was elected a member upon compliance with the by-laws. 

J. F. MiKSR, Secretary. 



REVIEW. 
The TransactioM of the American Medical Aseociation^ held at Chicago^ 
June 2, 1868. 

We have received this volume too late to speak in detail of the interest- 
ing papers it contains. We hope hereafter to be able to do so, and for the 
prssent simply announce its appearance and give the table of contents. 

Coniente. — ^Minutes of the Fourteenth Annual Meeting of tbe American 
Medical Association ; Report of the Committee of Publication ; Report of 
the Treasurer; Address of Wilson Jewell, acting President of the Associa- 
tion; Report of the Committee on Medical Education, by Christopher C. 
Ooz, Burgeon U. S. Volunteers^ of Maryland; Report of the Committee on 
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Medical Literature, hy Charles A. Lee, M. D.; Diatheses — their dargical 
Relations and Effects, by £, Andrews^ A. M^ M. D., Prof, of Surgerj in 
the Medical Department of Lind University; The American Method of 
Treating Joint Diseases and DeformitieB, by Henry G. Davis, New York; 
Cases o? Diarrhoea Adipoea, by John H. Griscom, M. D., Physician of the 
New York Hospital; Report on American Necrology, by Christopher C. 
Cox, Surgeon United States Volunteers; An Inquiry into the Physiological 
and Medicinal Properties of the Yeratrum Yiride, tc^^ether with some Phys- 
iological and Chemical Observations upon the Alkaloid Yeratria obtaiiied 
from this and other species : being the Prize Essay to which the American 
Medical Association awarded the Gold Medal for 1863, by Samuel R. 
Percy, M. D., Professor of Materia Medica and Therapeutics in the New 
Nork Medical College; Laryngoscopal Therapy, or the Medication of the 
Larynx under Sight, by Louis Elsberg, A. M., M. D., Lecturer on Diseases 
of the Throat in the University of New York, Fellow of the New York 
Academy of Medicine, Delegate from New York Med. Chir, College; Plan 
of Organization of the American Medical Association; Code of Ethics of 
the American Medical Association; Officers and Permanent Members. 



RECEIVED. 

The Diseases of the Ear, their Diagnosis and Treatment. A Text Book 
of Aural Surgery in the form of Academical Lectures. By Dr. Anton 
Von Tboltsoh, Aural Surgeon and Lecturer in the Univ^rniy^ in 
Wurshurgy Bavaria. Translated from the German and edited by D. 
B. St. John Rosa, M D., Assistant Surgeon to the New York Eye 
Infirmary, lUustraJted with wood engravings. From the second and 
'last German edition. New York: Wm. Wood <& Co., 1864. 

Defence of Brigadier- General Wiluam A. Hasimono, Surgeon- General 
XT. S. Army. 

Laryngoscopal Medication; or, the Local Treatment of Diseases of ihe 
Throaty Larynx, and neighboring organs, under sight. By Louis Els- 
BRRO, A.M., M. D., Lecturer on the Diseases of the Larynx and Throat 
'in the University of New York. From Papers read before ihe Amer* 
icon Medical Association, New York Academy of Medicine, and New 
York County Medical Society, and published in the Transaetiofa of 
these Societies. With seven wood cuts representing the various Imple* 
ments employed. New York: Wm. Wood & Co., 1864, 

United States Sanitary Commission, No. 70. Department of the Special 
Inspection of the General Hospitals U. S. Army. Third (prdimin- 
ary) Report of the Committee^ May, 1863. By Hbnrt G. Clabs, 
}A.T>., Inspector-in- Chief. 

Twenty-Fifth Annual Report of the Board of Trustees and Officers of 
the Central Ohio Lunatic Asylum^ to the Governor of the State </ 
OhsOffor the year 1863. 



MoMUNN'S ELIXIR. 
Sinee the publication in onr last Journal of the recipe for making this 
preparation from the late Dr. James R. Chilton^ the celebrated Chemist of 
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New Tork, Mr.WoL H. Peabody, Na 251 and 432 Main itroet, Bufialo, baa 
manttfactared with great eare the artiele, which he supplies at whoksale, 
or puts np in presoriptiQns. Having examined specimens, and observed its 
practical e£FeotB» we have no hesitation in saying that we believe it unsur- 
passed by any preparation of opiomy while it is supplied at one-half or one* 
quarter the expense of the proprietary article. We most heartily recom* 
mend it to those who believe that McMunn's Elixir has superiority over 
other preparations of opium. 



Report of Deaths in the City of Buffalo^ for the Months of Januaty, 
February and March^ 1864. Br Sandford Eabtman, M. D., HeaUh 
Physician. 

Whol» nambar of daatba from 4iMM« is Jumaiy. F»1miar7. Msreb. Totel. 

ISi 117 142 884 
In additioQ to theto tho foUowinf itiU-bora wtro 

reporUd 8 1 4 

ToUl "S "llT "m9 888 

LOCAUTT. 

CltyaiUrge 118 00 124 889 

«»t*n» Hocpitel 6 8 6 IT 

Bttffolo O^Mral Hoipltal 2 16 8 

Ofttbolie Fouodliog Anyliim 4 S 8 

Rrio Coanty Alma Hooae 8 6 6 18 

Srio Ooantj PtoDiteatianr 1 .... 1 

Fort Porter S 1 8 

ProfidoDca Inaaoo Asjlum : .... 1 1 

Total , 128 117 148 888 

BY WHOM CEBTIFUU). 

BjragnlarPhyalelanaat Pabllclnatltatioiia 11 36 10 48 ' 

By regular Pbyaieiaiia in dtr at large 84 02 80 906 

Br ifTOfalar Praetittonara 81 Iff 16 81 

By Coron«r 8 8 28 

Bj Undertaken 10 10 21 OS 

' Total "m "iii lis "ms 

OAUBES OF DBATH, IK THB THRBX MONTHS. 

Accident, 7; do. by burn, 3; do. by drowning, 4; Albuminuria, 2; Apo- 
plexy, cerebral, 7 ; Astnma, 1 ; Brain, congestion of 3 ; da softening of 1 ; 
Bronchitis, 3 ; Cancer of stomach, 2; do. of womb, 1 ; Cholera infantum 1 ; 
Chorea, 1 ; Cirrhosis of liver, 2; Consumption, 54; Convulsions, 26; Croup, 
12: da diphtheritic, 4; Debility, 9; Delirium tremens, 6; Dentition, 1; 
Diarrhoea, 8 ; Disease of the brain, 1 ; do. heart, 6 ; da liver, 1 ; do. lungs, 
1 ; do. stomach, 1 ; Diphtheria, 11; Dropsy, general, 4; do. abdominal, 2: 
do. brain, 3 ; do. heart, 1 ; do. ovarian, 1 ; Dysentery, 1 ; Epilepsy, 3 ; Ery- 
sipelas, 5 ; Fever, 2 ; da puerperal, 8 ; da puerperal convulsions, 1 ; da 
scarlet, 13; do. typhoid, 8; do. typhus, 3; Gangrene, 1; Gunshot wound, 
2; Hemorrhoids, 1; Hemorrhage from lungs, 1; do. uterus, 1{ Inflamma- 
tion knee-joint, 1 ; do. bowels, 7 ; da brain, 2 ; do, brain and meninges, 1 1 ; 
da lungs, 35; da lungs typhoid, 9; da lungs and pleura, 3; do. perito- 
neum, 1 ; do. stomach, 2 ; da womb, 3 ; da appendix vermiformis, 2 ; 
Insanity, 3 ; Intemperance, 8 ; Intussusception, 1 ; Injury of spine, 1 ; Mar- 
asmus, 8; Measles, 3; Murder, (strangulation,) 1; Ovarian tumor, 1; Old - 
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age, 16; Paralysis, 3; Premature birthi 2; Pemph^aa^ 1; Pyttiiiia, 4; 
luieuroatism, 4; Shock of operation, 1 ; Scrofula, 2; Spina bifida, 1; Sui- 
cide, 1; Suffocation, 5; Tetanus, 1; Trachitis, 1; Unknown, 9; Wound in 
ibroat, 1. 

The following shows the number of deaths in the City in each month of 
the present year; the number in 1868, and the average of each month for 
the five yean, 1859 to 186^, inclusive: 

MontL 1864. 1863. 5 yeari av€rag$% 

January, 128 115 129 

February, 117 94 117 

March, 143 104 ' 131 

The number of deaths in the first three months of the present year is 
75 more than in the corresponding period of kst year; and 11 more thaa 
the average for five years. 

Sandfobd Eabtuav, M. D., 
Health Physician. 



A PRIZE ESSAY ON ANAESTHETICS. 

The following resolution was offered and passed by the Mississippi Valley 
Dental Association. We direct the attention of our readers to it : 

1 — Besdved, That a gold medal, not exceeding $100 in value, be 
awarded by the Association for the best Essay on Ansesthetics, to be 
approved by a committee of the Association. 

2 — ^That essays competing for prize must be phiced in the hands of the 
oommittee as early as January Ist, 1865, 

Sd — ^That the committee have power to reject all essays present^, if 
regarded as unworthy of the award. 

4— *That rejected essays be promptly disposed of by the committee aa 
directed by the authors. 

5 — ^That when the committee haA made the award, the approved essay 
be sealed up, and thus preserved till the committee report to the AEsocia- 
tion, when it and the envelope conUuning the author's name are to be 
opened. 

6 — ^That the copy-right shall belong to the Association. 

7 — ^That the committee shall not permit any one to inspect or see the 
copy of any essay till after making a report to the Association. 

8 — That the oommittee report at the next annual meeting. 

The following persons compose the committee to report upon the Essays 

presented: 

J. Tavt, Jab. Tatlob, 

Geo. Wait, A, Birrt, 

Geo. F. Foots, . Cincinnati 
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vol*, nil JUNE, 1864. No. 11. 

ART. I. — Abstract of the Proceedings of the Bufalo Medical 'Association. 

TuBSDAT EvBNiNO, May 3d, 1864, 

Society met pnrauant to adjournment, the newly elected Presidents Dr. 
Samo, in the Chair. Present, Drs. White, Rochester, Miner, Strong, 
Coogar, Wetmore, Ring, Johnson and Peter.>. 

On taking the chair the President begged to be excused from making a 
speech, but in a few words returned his thanks for the honor done him, 
and expressed his determination to discharge the dirties of his office to the 
beet of his ability. 

On motion of Dr. White the reading of the minutes was dispensed with. 

Moved that Drs. H. Van Guysling, O. H. C. Burger and £. B. Tefil, be 
inyited to take part in the proceedings of the Association until such time 
as they shall have completed their memberships in the Erie County Med- 
ical Society. Carried, 

Voluntary communications being in order, 

Dr, WhUe wished to exhibit to the members a vial of specimens which 
he considered to be cholesterine or cholesterine and bile. Had given some 
of them to Prof. Hadley for examination, but had not yet received his 
report, still he had no doubt as to their character, they answered so fully 
the descriptions of hiiiary caleulu Their history, which he would give, 
rendered them very interesting to him. Aboilt three years ago the patient 
from whom they were taken, a kdy twenty-six years old, was delivered of 
twins — ^her first confinement — ^and was soon afterwards attacked with puer- 
peral mania, and was brought to this city for his treatment He found on 
examination uterine enlargement, with incomplete involution of the organ. 
The 08 tnieae was ulcerated, aild the lining membrane inflamed. Her 
VOL. 3, va 11—52 
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inteiligenoe seemed entvely gone, there being a total neglect of all her dutiee, 
and loM of all knowledge of her position. Gave her tonios, and treated 
the local dieeMe topicall/, and her mind was soon restored simnltaneoadj 
with the cure of the uterine disease. From that thne he saw her but two 
or three times until August of last year, when there existed a tumor of 
the abdomen about half way belween the umbilicus and the mans veneriiy 
and about an inch to the right of the linea albcu This tumor was about 
the sixe of a large orange, and was somewhat nearer the umbilicus than 
the mon$f seemed attached to the abdominal parietes and was very painful* 
Had supposed it to be connected with the uterus, and would confess himself 
very much surprised when, after two or three months it ruptured and dis- 
charged a semi-purulent and albuminoid fluid, together with the specimens 
shown, which be regarded as biliary calculi. The size of the tumor has 
diminished, the general health of the patient is improved, her insanity has 
not returned, and she attends to all her household duties, though a fistu- 
lous opening remains in the hypogastric region through which the semi- 
purulent fluid and these concretions are from time to time discharged. — 
The gall bladder must have been in some way tapped, but he was utterly 
unable to say how. The liver was not enlarged ; there was no icterode, 
nor were there any symptoms to call attention to the liver, until these cal- 
culi were discharged. Had not ventured to explore it much; had once or 
twice passed a whalebone probe a short distance into the opening, and had 
dilated the opening occasionally to assist thQ passage of the calpuli, — 
Regarded it as a very remarkable case, and had seen no mention of a sim- 
ilar one. 

Dr. Cangar had supposed cholesterine was not confined to the liver, 
but might be found in nearly every organ. Its production is universally 
ascribed to the liver, but he would like to inquire whether it was not car- 
ried in the blood to the most remote parts of the body ! Dr. Austin 
Flint jr. in a recent article speaks of a kind of blood'-poisooing from this 
source, it having been found after death in several difierent organs of the 
body. Any source of irritation in these cases might become an outlet for 
the cholesterine just as it does sometimes for tubercle or other blood poison. 

Dr. RochMter said that he thought a precisely similar case was men- 
tioned by Stromeyer, where cholesterine was found in a tumor of the 
abdomen of a woman — as also in the testicle of a man — upon examination 
however, he finds Stromeyer does not state that the cholesterine was found 
in the form of biliary calculi. Crystah of diolesterine are certainly found 
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ID nearly all tumors, bad seen some himself a few days since in examining 
a fatty tumor. Biliary matter may certainly be absorbed into tbe blood, 
as we all know occurs when an obstruction takes place in the duodenum, 
the coloring matter of the bile being absorbed, and giving rise to the ioter- 
ode appearance of the conjunctivae and skin. Biliary matter with choles' 
terine is mentioned as occurring in the urinary bladder. Was inclined to 
think these specimens were biliary calculi and came from the gall bMder. 

Dr. While knew that cholesterine was found in other parts of the body 
than the liver, but did not know that biliary calculi were. These oonere- 
tions when cut open present a laminated appearance with nuclei, the larointe 
being white and yellow. Thinks there is no doubt that these are biliary 
calculi. Might mention, not to seem excessively ignorant, that he knew 
that the absorption of cholesterine is mentioned by Symond in his woHr on 
Organic Chemistry. 

Dr. Wetmore mentioned h.'iving taken from the gall bladder of a sub' 
ject on the dissecting table 420 biliary calculi, of a good size, which were 
counted, besides many smaller ones not counted. ( They were precisely 
similar in appearance to the specimens shown by Dr. White. 

Dr, JkRner had found crystals of cholesterine in a fatty tumor — one 
species of tumor had been named by Cniyeilfaeir from this circumstance. 
Has seen a case where the gall bladder was completely filled, containing 
from an ounce and a half to two ounces of perfectly black calculi. The 
woman in whose gall bladder they were fonnd had become as black as a 
n^gro, though originally white. Her eyes however were jaundiced, which 
was not the case with the negro» and the skin very much roughened. She 
died with ascites from the obstruction of the portal circulation, and on 
post mortem examination he coold find no disease of the liver or any other 
oigan except as stated. Disease of the liver may have existed, and he fiuled 
to deteet it from lack of experience in observation at that time. It would 
appear probable that such condition would be associated with manifest dis« 
ease of that organ. 

Dr. WkUe discharged a patient on Saturday last who had been brought 
here from Osw^o for his attendance. She had been confined abont six 
months ago, and was informed by her attendant, a Homoepath, that ^he 
took cold, and had inflammation of the womb. About two months ago 
she was broij^ht here a raving maniac, it requiring two relatives, strong 
men, to rcstrnn her. Found the utems enlarged, infi«med> and emittiiig 
a ooptoas yeUow disehaiyeh The long diameter of the uterus by meaanre' 
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oi«i waa almost four inoheB, KKit when diachaiged it was ]em thaa two.and 
ibrae-foorths lochfls. She was placed under the care of the Sisters of 
Obarity, and treate«l with tonics, mild laxatives, open air, and local appli- 
catione. An issue was also burned in the anterior neck. In addition to 
her other troubles she al»o had an hysterical paralysis of the right arm 
and kg, and muscles of mastication and deglutition. She now is able to 
walk, reads and writes, and is perfectly conscious, though her mind is yei 
feeble. The local nkserations are nearly healed, and menstruatioa haa 
taken place, though whether it had before, or not, could not be ascertained^ 
He had mentioned this case for the purpose of calling attention to the 
connection between the uterine disease and the deranged condition of the 
mind. Many more such cases might be enumerated, but this would suffice. 
Believed a large proportion of cases of mania in females to be of the kind 
enumerated, and thought the cause too* generally overlooked, and its inves- 
tigation too much neglected. Had found in all such cases that mental 
improvement took place pari pastu with improvement locally. Would 
inention the following prescription, which he had used with go^d reaulta in 
these cases: 

]^ Pot Broraid. 3 ss. 

Ferri Pyropbos. ----- 5'* 

Aquae, - - - - - - f 5 viij. 

Fiat solutio. 

Dose— teaspoonful three times daily. 

Dr. Roeheiter while on the subject of uterine diseases would mention a 
caBe of some interest which had occurred in his practice, A lady, 40 yean 
of age^ who had borne three children, one of whom is living, and who 
supposed herself to be about three months pregnant, went to spend the 
night at the bedside of a sick friend. About 3 o'clock ^n the morning she 
was attacked with a very sudden and severe pain in the abdomen, together 
with a slight uterine hemorrhaga Believing herself about to misoarry she 
hastened home and he was sent for, but being out of town a HooKBpathic 
practitioner was called in. Twenty -four hours afterwards, having retamed, 
be (Dr. R.) saw her and found the Homcepath had left her, saying she 
was dying. Found her pulseless, c<dd, almost insensible, but suffering the 
most agonising pain in the abdomen, and vomiting almost incessantly, 
fihe could not retain the slightest thing on her stomach. Tried stimulaats, 
inorphia, champagi^, etc, but without avail It was impoanble. to move 
^ anougli to admimster enernvftf po it wfie finally poii^tided ifii \^ hypo* 
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dermic inJ6Cti(Hi, which was acoordins^ly dooe, and onefoiurth of a grain of 
morphia was thrown under the skin of the abdomen. The e6fect was 
almoat inatanUneouSy in leas than ten minutes she felt sleepy, in half an 
hour she took some champagne, and from that time the case progressed 
steadily to recovery. He would give his hypothesis in regard to it, which 
was that during ovarian excitement, (of course the patient was mistaken in 
supposing herself pregnant,) hemorrhage occurred into the cavity of the 
abdomen, causing peritonitis. The uterus was inflamed, with a strawberry 
color of the orifice. Ue found it difficult to pass the sound on account of 
some obstmctioD, the passage being followed by a few drops of dark col- 
ored blood. The after treatment consisted of quinine and morphia in f%il 
doses. Supposed this to be the same kind of case as sometimes resulted 
in the formation of pelvic hematocele. He considered it very interesting in 
its use^ progress, and termination, as well as affording an illustration of 
the value of hypodermic injection. 

' Dr. Wh^ called attention several years ago to the danger of making 
injections into the womb, and had long since abandoned the practice. The 
roost harmless fluids often produce a train of symptoms resembling those 
related by Dr. Rochester, (or what had been called <*womb colic,'^) owieg 
as he supposed to the passage of a portion of the fluid into the cavity of 
the abdomed. This result would even follow the injection ^i warm water, 
while the crayon of pure caustic would not lead to any such result — 
Wished to compliment Dr. Rochester on his treatment in the case reported, 
and on the ingenuity of the hypothesis by which he accounted for it 

Dr. Strang was bound to doubt whether blood or any other fluid could 
eziBt in any quantity within tfie cavity of the abdomen, and the patient 
recover so readily, and without graver symptoms being produced than Dr. 
Rochester had narrated. 

Dr. jRoekeiter wished to correct any misi^prehension which might exist 
in the minds of gentlemen present, in regard to the case he had reported, 
by saying that it was a very severe case indeed, and the symptoms as 
grave, and the recovery as difficult as could well be imagined. 

Dr. Strong had no wish to criticise the diagnosis, or treatment of the 
case related, but was bound to doubt the hypothesis by which it was 
attamptad to azphdn it Thought the symptoms might follow from lees 
gnv6 causes. 

Some further discussion here took place, upon this pointy which was 
partioipatod in by Drs, White, Rochester an4 Strong. 
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2>r. Rochester would relate the case of a patieat, a young genUeman, 
who bad shown him occasionally for the past year or two a tumor on the 
ring finger of his left hand. The patient ascribed it to an injury received 
from working on the brak^ of a fire engine, and sometime since painted it 
with tincture of iodine, which destroyed the skin and showed underneath a 
languid growth which pressed out the little finger. In that condition he 
came to Dr. Rochester, who made a free incision, as he supposed, to the 
bone, not meeting with any obstruction he measured the distance on the 
outside and finding he had passed the point where the bone ought to have 
bem, decided it to be enchondroma, a cartilaginous growth from the medul- 
lary centre of bones, and requiring amputation, from its liability to rocur. 
Accordingly a few days ago, jMsisted by Dr. Boardman, he administered 
chloroform, ani made a longitudinal incision upon the mass, and found a 
cartilaginous mass, connected on the upper side of the phalanx v^th a ring 
of bone. The tumor could have been removed, but as that would ^ve 
no security against its recurrence, it was decided to amputate, which was 
done through the lower phalanx. On examination it was found to consist 
of a spongy growth from the medullary portion of the bone, and under- 
neath the flexor tendons, on the lower surface was another similar and in- • 
dependent tumor, about the size of a split pea. Had seen on two occasions 
at Bellevue removals of enchondromata of eight years duration. Believed 
that surgeons were agreed that it was necessary to remove the bone in such 



Reports on prevailing diseases being in order. Dr. Strodg reported having^ 
seen a good deal of pharyngitis and laryngitis. Dr. Rochester had noticed 
some diarrhoea of a dysenteric character. 

Some discussion took place as to the relative prevalence of diptheria in 
the country towns and in this city, it seeming to be a fact that it had been 
more frequent in the former, than the latter locality. 

After the transaction of considerable miscellaneous business, it was moved 

and carried that Dr. )ohn Trowbridge be allowed to resume his connection 

with the Society on paying fees, and Dr. Ayer, who was proposed at the 

March meeting, was elected a member on complying with the by-Uiws. 

Adjourned. 

Joseph A. Pstxbs, SecrMary, 
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ART. IL — Beport of a case of Puerperal ConwUiont: — ^Bt Robbrt 
Tatlob, M. D. 

PXHDLBTOK, Ohia 

April 24. — Dr. Day and myself wore called to aee Mrs. Lieut A. A—, 
aged 22, of a nervo-sanguinoleot temperameDt; having been found early 
in the morning, in her chamber, greatly agitated and uneonRciona. Shortly 
afler, she was attacked with a convulsion, succeeded by several more before 
our arrival. When first seen, she was in a great state of nervous excite- 
ment, delirious, not recognizing any one, pulse slow, fuU* and labored. I 
immediately bled her from the arm. Afler the abstraction of twenty-five 
onneee, the pulse b^me less labored and more natural. Cold applications 
were now applied to the head, and sinapis foot-baths and other warm 
applications used to the lower extremities. 

The above treatment did not^ however, in the least arrest the frequency 
of the convulsions. We now resorted to the inhalation of chloroform, then 
chloroform and sul. ether in combination, one part of the former to two 
parts of the latter. There was no return of convulsions during the time 
the patient was under an anaesthetic, which was continued for sixteen hours, 
with a single exception. This time we allowed the anaesthetic influence to 
pass o^ hoping that the convulsions might not return. But in this we were 
disappointed, as a convulsion came, succeeded by a second, befove we had 
time to arrest them, by the only treatment that proved efficient in our hands. 

Labor was progressing naturally, and under ordinary circumstances 
favorably. Instrumental interference was talked o( for the purpose only 
of terminating labor rapidly. But after due consideration, we concluded 
to allow nature to complete the work ; as there was a cephalic presentation 
and no pelvic deformity. 

April 25tb. — The child was bom at 3 A. M. Chloroform, now was 
discontinued, as the exciting cause was removed, to-wit : the pressure of the 
child on the pelvic nerves. 

After the aniesthesia had passed ofi^, the patient presented the same rest- 
ffssnesB, nervous excitement and unconsciousness which were present when 
first seen. These phenomena were soon foUowed by two eonvulsione in 
quick succession, which were again arrested by the partial effects of chloro. 
form and the administration of a full dose of morphia sulphas, followed in 
a half an hour by the fluid extract of valerian 5 i- Here the convulsions 
entirely ceased, but the same fits of nervous excitement still continued, 
which were followed by deep sleep and stertorous breathing, instead of the 
convulsions as heretofore. 
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The pulse throughout the day varied from 80 to 100 per roiuute. Retf* 
piration 10 tu 12, skin warm, with free perspiration. 

April 26th. — ^Pulse 120» rather feeble; respiration 8, and very laborea. 
the nervous excitement followed by sleep, the same as before. Naraes 
were required to prevent the patient from leaving her bed during the fits 
of excitement. 
, The treatment consisted of chicken broth and bmndy ; cold water was 
also allowed, as the patient manifested great thirst, 

April 27th. — Patient evidently sinking; no other change perceptible. 
Gave carb, ammonia in addition to yesterday's treatment 

April 28th. — Entire absence of nervous excitement; patient remaining 
quiet; respiration 24» pulse ISO, very feeble. Continue the stimulating 
and supporting treatment. 

Died at 9 P. M. No autopsy being made, therefore I submit the follow- 
ing remarks: 

1st — ^The exciting cause was evidently an increased pressure on the 
pelvic nerves, convulsions being produced through reflex action. 

Sd. — The convulsions, after the birth of the child, was evidently the 
continuation of shock on the nervous centres^ and might have been pre- 
vented, by a continuation of the anaesthesia, till the system had somewhat 
regained its wonted vigor, which was fully proven by the entire subsequent 
arrest* by treatment 

3d. — ^The slow* labored and stertorous respiration during sleep mi^t 
lead us to suspect cerebral compression. 

Lastly. — ^The new train of symptoms, which took pkce on tl\e last day 
to-wit: Increased respiration, feeble and rapid pulse, great prostration and 
death by asthenia, together with the blood-letting, and the length of time 
the patient was under the influence of chloroform, might all be considered 
as favorable symptoms and circumstances favoring the formation of heart- 
dot; all of which amounts only to mere conjecture, in the absence of direct 
evidence. 

The treatment was begun on the principle, which many authors advocate, 
the removing of a hyperemic condition of the system, without having the 
least eflfoct in arresting or mitigating the severity or number of convulsions. 

Antispasmodics and anodyn'es were used, conjointly with blood-letting, 
without benefit; but after the birth of the child these remedies were indis- 
pensably useful in controlling the nervous excitement, to wnich I have 
alluded in my notes. 
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Id oondueioD I Bubmit the notes of the above case to the eonsideratioii 
of the profeflnon, bdieving the treatment by the inhahition of chloroform 
to be the moat rational and efficient Also believing that had thiB been 
the treatment adopted at the beginning, and Btrictlj adhered to throc^hont 
labor, nearly eight convnbions might have been avoided, and poanbly 
with a different rcBult. 
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ON THE HVPODBRMIO TREATMBITr OP UTEEIKB PAIN. 
By J. Heniy Bennett, M. P., late Phyaioian-Accoucher to the Royal Free Hospital. 

I am not aware to what extent the hypodermic injection of sedatives has 
been resorted to for the treatment of uterine pain since it was first intro- 
daced to the profeasion, but I am desirous of giving my testimony to its 
extraordinary efficacy in cases preaenting that symptom. I may add, that 
my attention was first forcibly directed to this mode of treatment by the 
valuable papers of Mr. Charles Hunter in The LaneeU 

During the present winter I have used, with prompt and marked sue* 
oess, the hypodermic injection in several cases of severe dysmenoirhcea, 
with or without hysterical complications, and in several others of uterine 
and ovarian neuralgia, and of facial neuralgia having a uterine origin. — 
The relief has been obtained in from fifteen to thirty mmutes, without 
being attended or followed by the headache, loss of appetite, or nauaea 
which are so frequently the result of the use of opiates in any other way, 
even by injection into the rectum. This latter mode of administering opi- 
ates has hitherto been my sheet-anchor in the treatment of uterine spasms 
and pain, and is certainly most efficacious; but it is not unfrequently 
attended by all the iibovts-mentioned drawbacks, from which the hypoder^ 
mic injection appears to be singularly free; In nearly all the instances iu 
which I have tried this mode of introducing opiates into the system, the 
sedative result alone has been produced ; there has been no subsequent bad 
eflbct whatever. 

In one case of severe uterine tormina and pain, liie result of arrested men- 
atruation from cold I injected thirty minims of ihe solution of morphia. In 
half an hour the pains, which had been agonizing for the previous twenty- 
fonr hours, were' calmed. A good night's rest followed; and the next 
morning the menses bad resumed their course, and my patient wiis eU bi»( 
you 8, va U— -88. 
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well. In another similar caae, the. uterine pain was aecompanied by severa 
hysterical symptoms. The injection was followed by the same favorable 
resnlt-'-^ease, sleep, and rapid disappearance of ^all morbid, symptoms. 

Owing to the complete control over the element of pain which the hypo- 
^dermic injection of opiates appears to give, I have been able to carry on 
the necessary treatment^ in an interesting case of uterine disease, which I 
should otherwise have been obliged to treat under chloroform, or at a great 
disadvantage. The patient* a young German lady of twenty-four, came to 
Mentone last autumn, by direction of her medical attendants, with the 
view of spending the winter in the South. She was considered to be suf- 
fering from neuralgia, facial and general, and from nervous irritability of 
the system in general She had been traveling with her husband from 
place to place, from bath to bath, id search for health, for more than two 
years. On being consulted, I recognized the existence of a host of uterine 
symptoms, and found that the neuralgic and nervous illness had manifested 
itself after a severe confinement, which had occurred about three years ago. 
<rhe discovery of extensive inflammatory ulceration of the neck of the 
womb gave the key to the state of ill health. Singulariy enough, none of 
her previous medical attendants had suspected the uterine origin of the 
neuralgia. Such cases are always very difficult to treat — interference with 
the uterine lesion all but invariably rousing the neuralgia. I have repeat- 
edly had cases of the kind that I could only examine and treat locally by 
giving chloroform to the full surgical extent on each occasion, and this I 
have had to do twenty or more times in the same patient 

With the patient in question the surgical treatment of the ulceration 
was borne tolerably well at first, but as the diseased surface became more 
healthy, and consequently more sensitive, endurance diminished. Every 
time the sore was touched,' severe neuralgia followed, and the general 
health began to flag. In former days I should have suspended all treat- 
ment« and have sent the patient to the country for a couple of months to 
allow the nervous system to calm down, and to let Nature do her best — 
In this instance such a course was not desirable, my patient being very 
anxious to continue the necessary treatment so as to be locally cured before 
we separated in the spring. I thought, therefore, of the hypodermic treat- 
ment, and tried the injection of thirty minims of the solution of morphia 
immediately after each uterine dressing. This course was attended with 
oomplete success; no neuralgia ensued, and I have been able to continue 
^i|in{emi|>tddl^ the treati;[^ent pow all but broqgl^t to ^ sucoenful isBQe,-^ 
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On one occasion I omitted the precaution, and was sent for at tei^ o^dock 
at night I found the patient a prey to a most distressing attack of fadal 
nearalgia, which had come on an hour before. She was positi?elj con- 
vulsed and shrieking ^ith agony. Chlorodyne, sulphuric ether, etc., had 
been taken, with no relief. I injected the thirty minims of morphia solu- 
tion, and in twenty minutes she was calm and free from pain. It was 
repeated next day, and the facial neuralgia has not returned. This lady 
will no doubt gradually recover her health and get rid of the neuralgia 
when the uterine disease is thoroughly cured. 

In a case of pure neuraljy;ia, attacking first one and then another part of 
the body, I have injected from twenty to thirty minims of the acetate of 
morphia solution forty-two days in succession, without any unfavorable 
resulL The neuralgia, which was very severe, was entirely subdued by it 
for about eighteen or twenty hours, when it re-appeared, gradually increas- 
ing in intensity until the injection again relieved it At the end of that 
long period the pains gave way, the treatment having been either curative, 
or having allowed the neuralgic attack to wear itself out During the 
entire period of treatment, the patient, a very delicate lady, slept better 
than usual, ate as well (her appetite being usually bad, and the digestive 
powers weak,) and was able to take part socially in all that was going on 
around her. No one, indeed, was aware, except her family, that she was 
suffering from so painful a malady. To my surprise, I was able to suspend 
the morphia suddenly, without any of the distress and discomfort which is 
habitually observed when opiates have been long used and are abruptly 
abandoned. 

From what I have seen of the hypodermic system, I believe that its use 
is capable of great extension in the treatment of pain generally. I con-^ 
sider that the injection of a solution of morphia after any operation would 
deaden pain, and produce a general calm of the system, both soothing and 
beneficial to the patient I think also that this result might be obtained 
in most cases without the usual drawbacks of opiates taken internally. 

Some years ago I recommended in this journal the injection of opium 
into the rectum as a means of modifying and even arresting obstinate sea- 
sickness. Since then various additional cases have come under my notice 
illustrating its efiicacy. The great difficulty to all edification in sea-sick- 
ness is the fact that the stomach absorbs fluids with difficulty. By inject- 
ing subcutaneously, this difficulty is got over. Moreover, a subcutaneous 
injection would be managed easier on ship-board than the rectal injection^ 
to which most people have a very natural antipathy. 
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I have used all but exdudvdj a solution of acetate of morpbia in dis- 
tilled water. Nine grains dissolved in two oudccs of water gires a 
strength about equivalent to that of laudanum. The liquor morphine of 
the Pharmacopoeia contains spirit, and I have found that it constantly occa- 
sions small patches of painful inflammation; without the spirit, on the 
contrary, it appears to be quite innocuous, A moderate sized steel needle 
or cannia I find preferable to the small gold one. The steel canok is 
sharper, and passes easier through tbe skin. By pinching firmly the fold 
of skin that has to be pierced between the finger and thumb, its sensibility 
to the puncture is niuch diminished. It does not seeni to matter much, as 
regards results^ in which region of the body the injection takes place. I 
have principally chosen the praecordial region for uterine and general pain, 
and for local neuralgia a spot as near to the region afiected as possible. — 
Lancet. 

Mentonei near Nioep Febnury, 1861. 
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THE CASE OP DR. BARTLETT AGAINST THE ERIE COUNTY 
MEDICAL SOCIETY. 
(concluded.) 
In a preceding article we have given the facts and the judicial decisions 
bearing upon the case. At present we propose to make such comments aa 
occur to us, for the purpose of putting the actions, we might say the case, 
of the society in its true light We trust it will appear that, if the courta 
hare decided that the law is against it, it certainly has on its side equity ; 
and further, that the fiocts when interpreted properly will satisfy all reason- 
able minds that its action could not have been dictated by prejudice^ but 
br nothing else than a high regard for the interests and objects for which it 
««» formed. 

The statutes regulating the practice of medicine, the charier of the 
soin^y gnuited in 1813, the by-laws of the society, and the code of ethics 
«iopt^ by it, are all referred to in the 'progress of the case, on the one 
y^ by the society to prove its authority, and on the other by the courts 
«i«bN$its opinion. Those portions of them therefore, which bear most 
^ji^flljhf upon it are quoted here. 

;,*•« ^/Ae State of New York relative to tlie medical prof esMian^TWe 
^^ < |; **The president of every county medical society shall give notice, 
V imd surgeon not already admitted into such 
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society, within the eountj in which the society of which he is president is 
situated, requiring such physician or surgeon, within sixty days after the 
service of such notice, to apply for and receive a certificate of admission, 
as a member of such society." 

The penalty for not applying is forfeiture of license until by special appli- 
cation he is admitted. 

Act of April 10, 1813, relaiing to the estahlisktng of Countt/ Medical 
Sodetiegj § 14: <<That it shall he lawful for the respective societies to make 
such by-laws and regulations relative to the affairs, concerns and property 
of said societies, relative to the admission and expulsion of members," etc 
''as they or a majority of the members at their annualfmeeting shall think 
fit and proper.** 

It is provided however, that they shall not be repugnant to the by-hiws 
of the State Medical Society, nor conflict with the laws or constitution of 
the State or the United States. 

Theby-laiot of the Society^ Article F, relating to the admission of mem- 
bers, § 1 : <* Every physician and surgeon residing in the county of Erie, 
of temperate habits, good moral character, and legally authorized to prac - 
tice physic or surgery in this State, who may hereafter wish to become a 
member of this society, may be admitted by ajvote of two4hirds of the 
members present at a regular meeting." 

It may be ''inconsistent with the constitution and laws of the State and 
of the United States " to establish a rule that a majority shall not elect to 
membership. Perhaps an applicant who failed of a two-thirds vote, but 
obtained a majority, might have a question with the society as to the legal- 
ity of his rejection. But it is not material in this case, for the applicant 
never received f majority vote. 

Code of Ethics adopted hy the society, Chapter II, Article /, § 3 : "It 
is derogatory to the dignity of the profession to resort to public advertise- 
ments, or private cards or hand bills, inviting the attention of individuals 
aflfected witk particular diseases" — "to boost of cures i^d remedies, to 
adduce certificates of skill and success, or to perform any other nmilar 
acts. These are the ordinary practices of empirics, and are highly repre* 
hensjble in a r^ular physician." 

Code of Ethics, Chapter II, Article IV, § 1 : " No one can be consid* 
ered a regular practitioner, or fit associate in consultation, whose practice is 
based on an exclusive dogma." 

It is also pronounced "derogatory to professional character''— "to dis^ 
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pense a secret nostrum," for the veaaoa that if good, all members of a 
beneficent profession should know of it» and iT its value lies alone in mys- 
teiy, sgch craft is disgraoeful, equally, whether it depends upon ignorance 
or arariee. 

From the above quotations it will be seen that in the case of Dr. Bart- 
lett, if as he alleges, no notice was given, the society was at fault, and 
should guard against a similar omission. • 

It will be also setsn that the society has the power to make by-laws and 
regulations relative to the admission of members, i. e. it has some disere- 
ti<m in regard to the matter, and is not, at least the wording of the act 
seems to warrant such an inference, obliged to admit to membership any 
one who seems to have clear qualificadona. It has a right to inquire into 
his character, and it would seem, past and present profesuonal conduct, 
leaving out of view gross ignorance, immoral conduct, or want of a license 
At any rate the Uw seems to imply authority to, exercise some discretion 
or choice, and as a consequence, some right to exclude. The very right to 
tegulate admissions seems to imply the right to exclude. We make this 
point, because the language of the court, as we shall see, clearly asserts its 
right to impose members upon the society ; the society having no remedy, 
but to expel, if any of its by-laws are violated by the members, after their 
compulsory admission. 

But the court says granting the society*s right to exclude by a by-law 
framed under*the authority given by statute, no such by-law has ever been 
framed. If the society has the right, it has not exercised it It will be 
seen above, that the only by-law reUtive to admission of members, declares 
that any physician or surgeon in Erie county, of ^'temperate habits good 
moral character, and legally authorized to practice physic and surgery b 
the Btat^i^ may become a member, if he obtains the requisite vote. 

There is nothing here which can be applied to the case of one who 
either is, or has been engaged in irregular practice. It is not specified as 
one of the conditiens of admission that the applicant shall n^t be at the 
time, and shall not have been guilty of professional miscondacL If it will 
give the society authority to exclude from future membership, one who has 
been guilty of professional misconduct, a by-h&w to that effiact should be 
framed at once. 

It will be moreover apparent to ail who read the advertisement indoded 
in the preceding article on this subject, that by the code of ethics the pub- 
licstion of such is derogatoiy to the dignity of the profisssion and highly 
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repielieiHiUe, It is an offisnca agnnst the regalatioiia whaeh govern the 
oondiict of all kigh minded and honorable phyaidana, and ia an imitation 
of empifiea. No man of ordinaiy intetligenoe ooold allege ignor^^oe of 
its nature, or expect indolgenee on the aoore of its being an indiaoretion. 
The feentiments and the written roles of the profession are very widely 
known, and any man having acquaintance with medical men, or students, 
could not have failed to have been made aware of them. 

The defence of the society in the second trial at the General Term of 
the Supreme Court has been briefly alluded to. It is due to the legal 
gentleman who very ably defended the case, to state more fully the grounds 
of his defenoa It will be remembered that in the first trial at the Specia^ 
Term, the case was argued as if the application had been made to the 
court in the first instance, and the question of admission was to be deter- 
mined by it The defence insisted that the question before the court was 
not whether the court should order the admission of th^ applicant, but 
whether the decision of the society should be reversed. That is, the soci- 
ety had passed judicially upon his claims and rejected him; 'twas for th^ 
court to sustain or overrule the decision. This would give to the society a 
sort of judicial capacity, and would bring into conflideration the rights of 
the society as a ooiporate body. The society as a corporate body has pow- 
ers granted it by statute; it can have a seal, can hold property, grant 
licenses to practice, examine students, and make rules for the admission and 
expnlmon of members. It acts as a quaai-judidal body in the exercise of 
an amj4e discretion, vested in it by the Act under which it was incorpor> 
ated. If the court interfered at all with it, it could only do so as it would 
in the case of any other judicial body, upon a question addreaaed to its 
judicial discretion. This point was argued upon the general provisions of 
the statute relating to corporate bodies. The common kw givea^rporato 
bodies no right to expel members; it is only derived from express authority 
granted by the charter. In a case of expulsion a court would not grant a 
mandamus unless a dear case of abuse of power was made out The right 
of expulsion is a right given by statute, and when mentbned in the charter 
courts have heretofore in moat cases not interfered by mandamus. But in 
the case of the society the right of expuMon is mentioned also with that 
of admission, the society having authority over one as well as the other. 
It seems therefore that the inU^nt of the statute was to vest control of both 
admission and expulsion in the society, eLie it would not have been express- 
ly menticMied* Not ftbiolqte co^troly ba^ Mx\xk us would mount to an 
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ample diacration* la all caaea some abuae of this <liBcrei30Q ahoukl be 
showily as for ioatencey a denial of a atrict l^gal right of admiaaioD, to jus^ 
tify the^urta in interfering. 1( does not aeem that the ooart oonaideied 
at all the queation of abuae of diacreUon, on the part of the aociety* It 
aaaumed the right of compelling admiaaion, and if it aaw fit to deny the 
writ of mandamiu, it would be on the grounda of expediencyi not of 
right 

The defence alao maintained that the writ of mandamua waa not the 
proper prooeaa, it being applied for, where the party haa a right to have 
anything done^ and haa no other l^al meana of compelling ita perform- 
ance. It will not do for caaea of doubtful right It ia a l^gal remedy, 
not an appeal to the equity of the courts. No party ia entitled to .t, unlen 
he haa a dear legal right to demand what he aaka. It cannot be claimed 
that a practitioner haa under all circumatancea a clear legal right of admia- 
sion, especially in the caae under consideration. If that were the oaae it 
would defeat the evident intent of the atatute, granting the society control 
over admiaaion and expdlsion of members. Moreover when a court, or 
officer, or an inferior tribunal haa acted judicially, or haa exercised a discre- 
tion, the court cannot correct that diacrutiua by mandamua. 

To the foregoing attempt to atate the points of defence may be appended 
the following quotation which will present the matter more forcibly : <^ 'The 
writ will not be allowed in caaea where corporations, and miniaterial and 
other officers have acted judicially, nor where they have a discretion in 
regard to the performance of an act,* and have exerciaed the discretion con- 
ferred upon them. But if they refuse to act when required by law the 
court will compel them by mandamus, and the operation of the writ is the 
aame in theae reapecta aa when directed to aubordinate judicial tribunala. 
These cases (cases cited, but reference omitted here) hold that corpora- 
tions may act judicially. They do so in this case. These corporations 
(county medical societies) are made the tribunal to judge as to the admis- 
sion of members by the statute^ The authority is wisely lodged there. 
They are presumed by the statute to be composed of men of learning, wis- 
dom, and integrity. The preamble to the Act of 1813, asserts that the 
object of these societies is the diffusion of true sciwce, and partic^darly the 
knowledge of the healing art. What provisions or action aa to membei^ 
ship will most promote this object must, as a general role, be much better 
known to them than to any court; and when this tribunal has onee passed 
upon ao application for ntemberabip, this court abould be very slow to 
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revwie its dednon, and ne? er unleM a clear eue is made oat, of an abase 
of Um diseretion conferred upon the original tribnnaL Had tlie society 
refined to take any action on his applicbtion, it coold, no doubt, have been 
compelled by mandamus to do so. But having taken action and judicially 
decided the lelator^s case, the court if it can interfere at all, can only do so 
in case of an abuse of discretion, I e. practically not at all. We concede 
that the by-laws and all other acts must be reasonable, that they must not 
be veiatiottSy unequal, oppressive, or manifestly detrimental to the iaterests 
of the corporation; but we contend that, in the first instance, the corpora- 
tion is, in cases like that before the court, the judge of what is reasonable, 
and that that judgment cannot be disturbed unlete in case of manifest 
abuse." 

This very imperfect statement of the main points in the defence, will 
dottbthss be of interest to the members of the society, few of whom were 
present at the trial. They did not wdgh with the court, as has been appa* 
real in what has gone before. The question of right to compel admission 
was assumed by the court, as will be seen by refeilnce to the decision of 
Judge Daniels, unlees forfeited in some way. But the court held that it 
was not forfeited. For though he had been guilty of practices condemned 
by the by-UiwB of the society, and in vioUtion of the code of ethics, his 
right of admission was not thereby affected, because those by-la?rs and 
rq;ii]ations were only for the government of members; he not being a 
member, they did not apply to him. They could not operate to exclude 
him because^ though a violation of them would subject a member to disci- 
pline or expulsion, they had not expressly stated that acts, which would be 
a violation of them in a member, should when committed by one not a 
member, exclude him from future membership. The relator therefore, 
though guilty of imgularities, and of acts which would have been viola* 
tions of by-laws had he been a member, having abandoned all such prac- 
tices, and declared his intention to conform to the geneial relations gov- 
emii^ the conduct of regular practitioners, and not only declared his 
intention to conform, but actually conformed, (ao proof to the contrary 
being presented,) was entitled t9 membership. Whatever control the 
society might have over the subject of admission, it had not made any by- 
law which would apply to his case. 

But it seems from the case cited in the opinion of the court, that the 
right to admission did not depen4 upon the abandonment of irreguUir prac- 
tice» The ease dted, that of tz part0 Paine, was one where the appUcent 
70U 89 vo. 11—58. 
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waa at the time of making application for membenhip, in the oontinnance 
of unprofeanooal conduct, and .declared his intention to adhere to it The 
court denied the writ of mandamus, not because the right of admission 
did not exist, or had been forfeited, but because the writ could be made 
ineffectual by an immediate expulsion from the society. That is, it denied 
the writ, not because no legal right existed, but because it would have been 
unwise or impolitic. If the society has no better case than this, there ia 
Very little advantage in statutes. 

It ia true it can expel a mtmber guilty of oSences against its by-laws; 
but it cannot pievent an irr^lar practitioner, after years of empiridsm, 
from participating in the benefits of membership in ih^ society, and from 
being ranked with regular and honorable physicians; provided only he 
make a hasty repentance, and declare that he means to be guilty of no 
more misconduct The court daioos that it can force him upon the society, 
and it can oveihrule any attempt to exclude. With such a man, high- 
minded physicians must associate at the bed-side, or be guilty of a breach 
of the by-laws. Carrying out the decision of the coui;t to its possiUe 
limits, would make the profession a respectable refuge for damaged repu- 
tations, and disappointed empirics. It may be strictly legal, but it is far 
from being equitable. The plainest common sense would have no difficulty 
in deciding that there was very little justice, if much legality in it The 
' society must submit to the decision of the ^.ribunal before which the case 
will soon come. If it be adverse, it has ^no remedy. But it will not 
increase its respect for that mighty and weighty thing in law, viz: a prece- 
dent, which holds such sway over judicial minds. Common sense men 
make hiws, in the main, for the ends of justice, but the courts construe 
them. It is possible that the intent of the law may be violated by con- 
struction. The society is impressed with the idea that the intent of the 
statute giving it power to reguhite admissions is pU^in. Whether it will 
be held so or not, is to be determined. The judges at the General Term 
held that the society could not act judicially in this case, because the rela- 
tor not being a member, it had no jurisdiction over him to try or condemn 
him. 

The hist paragraph of the opinion of the court should not be passed over 
without comment It states that no opportunity was given the relator to 
explain, etc. This is not true, as he had au interview with the committeek 
But allowing it to be true: if the society had no right to sit in judgment 
pp l)im^ wby should it gi^Q him a bearing ? Mofcoyer the court l)el4 tha( it 
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could not do so beoauae the by-laws deelara that ^^ do candidate shall be 
present nntal the question of his admission be determined by the society." 
All which in plain language is thus. The society was at fault for not giving 
a hearing ^ but it could not because its by-laws forbade. The society was . 
wrong for not doing what it had no right to do. The soggestiont that 
'^ if the society had been desirous of dealing with him as an offender against 
its kws,^ '< he should have been received as a member upon his own apj^i- 
cation, and then it could have enforced the by-laws against him, if be 
afterwards professionally misconducted himself;*' nay strike , the society as 
a very ingenious way of dealing with any similar case. It seems some- 
thing like this, if you wish the door kept shut, open it; if penalties for 
misoondnct are to be enforced, they must be remitted. If the society 
desires to keep a man from membership on account of miscondnct, admit 
him, and then trust to being able to find ciiuse to turn him out The 
society must lie low as it were; give no hint, by making inquiries as to 
the past, of its future purpose; encourage in other words miscondnct; 
then when the unsuspecting applicant is fiurly in, punish him by expulsion, 
if his offence will warrant. But, on the other hand,^ such action on the 
society's part would make the way quite easy and pleasant for those who 
wish to make an experiment of empiricism. They could try it, and if it 
disappointed, or if they tired of it, they could reform and be sure of 
membership, because the society would desire to get them under control. 

In the opinion given by Judge Davis there is a little confusion as to 
which Implication is meant, that to the court, or that to the society. He 
says, ^<had ihat publication been continued at the time of his application, 
I should regard the action of the society as entirely justifiable." The con- 
nection would lead to the inference that the application to the sodety was 
meant. If so, the Judge was not correct as fb his facts. It will be seen 
that the first advertisement was kept in the paper till a few months before 
his application to the sodety, and the second, which is equally objection- 
able in view of the one which preceded, up to the time of the appUcadoiiy 
Jane, 1869. 

We have thus, at the risk of ^earying our readers, considered the 1^1 
aspect of this case thus far. From it Uie society may be led to this most 
consoling condui^on; that it is likely to have an irr^;u]ar practitioner 
forced upon it, despite any right or power it has in the premises. Let a 
practitioner prove his license, and g6 before the court, and it will assumed 
the right to compel his admisnon to the sodeiy. If he is practidng irreg^ 
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alarly al tlie time, the court may think it uDwisa to gnat a mandamm. If 
he has abandoaed irregular praoiice, though he may have oiiDed long and 
thorougUy, it will most probably grant the writ, for it will be lenieiift to 
•noh '^fidiscretioD.'' A licensed physician has an absolute right of achnb* 
sion, no matter what profeasicHial irregularities he may have been guilty of, 
and the society has no discretion in the matter of admitting to member- 
shipi This is the present aspect of the case. 

We must beg indulgence for a brief ocmsideration of the facts in thia 
cascb and the inferences which seem fairly dedocible from ibem. The 
society disclaims all personal bias. This is a question of example, of pro- 
fearional policy, so to speak, in which the public is as much interested aa 
the profession. It concerns the usefulness as well as the respeetabttity of 
the profession. As a legal question, novel in some of its features, the 
society is*interested to have a decision beyond appeal It is moreover not 
indifferent to the equities of the matter. It is truly desirous of acting 
justly; and equally desirous th^t its rights should be determined and 
respected. 

The facts of the case stated briefly are as follows: Dr. Bartlett, a recently 
graduated physician comes to Buffido, and without making application to 
to the society for memberehip early, begins his practice by a publie adver- 
tisement, announcing himself a specialist, and a follower of the method of 
a well known quack. This advertisement he continues nearly four years, 
and then substitutes for it another, less objectionable, but still in public 
journals. Four years and over, after his coming to the city he applies to 
the society for membership, stating that he had abandoned spocui practice 
and public advertisements, and had engaged in, and meant to continue to 
devote himself to, general practice; not claiming any especial skill, or 
using secret remedies, or associating with irr^^lar physicians. In other 
words, conforming in all respects to the rules and ethics of the professioo. 
One year after his application was made, it was rejected by the societyi and 
more than two years after, he applied to the court for a process to secure 
his admission. His admission was twice ordered by the court, and twiee 
the society has continued the case by appeal. The matter now resta with 
the Oourt of Appeals, and the decision will be final when given. 

Now we suppose that a favorable interpretation of the^%M:ts would be, 
that a young medical man, a stranger, anxious to be engaged in businesB, 
took what be deemed the best means to advance his own interests, without 
thinking to bring down upon himself the censures of the profession; in 
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mero tlimii^itieeaMiB as h iwere, or igaonmoe perhaps. At soon honker 
m he fomid he waa ooodncdog himself itt an QDprofMofBal maaiier, he 
h—tened to dkeontimie all acta which could be so construed, and sought 
in good faith to associate himself with the profession in a rsgularjway, 
deaiiiiig to comply with, and be governed by its mles and ethics. Accord- 
ingiy he made his application, explained his condact, annonnoed his inten- 
tions, and desired, perhaps expected to be receiTed. But the society being 
sfew to reoeiTB him he began to feel aggriered, and upon a final rejection, 
resolved to get justice through the law. Now such an interpretation we 
say might, by those favorably di^Kwed, be put upon the case, and the appli. 
cant be pot in the light of one whose rights had been denied; and the 
society in the poaidon of being unwilling to grant a simple act of justice. 

But another interpretation of the ftcts more favorable to the society 
might be made, which would entirely free it from any imputation of injus- 
tice or even vindictaveness, and place it in its proper position as a jealous 
guardian of the welfine and honor of the profession. 

Accordingly the &cts ^would bear this interpretation. A young man, 
just admitted into the profession, on coming to the city in which he intends 
to reside, shows himself utterly indifierent to those things which are usually 
the first care of those entering professional practice, viz : to join the regular 
medical oiganizations, and to observe scrupuloualy rules and ethics. Toung 
medical men are usually more scrupulous in these mature than older ones; 
and have generally high ideas pf professional etiquette and honor. They 
are usually anxious to associate with, and secure the approbation of their 
elders. Of the many recent graduates who have located themselves in this 
city, meaning to practice regularly, all have early sought admission to the 
society. The fact that Dr, Bartlett did not, gives rise to a presumption, 
that, at first he intended to ignore the regular profession; not mere 
thoughdessnesa Secondly, he advertises in the public journals, an act of 
itself such a violation of all the rules and customs of the profession as no 
young man just entering it with high ideas of its honor would for a mo- 
ment entertain. But further, the method he proposes to use and the spc- 
dal diseases he intends to treat, both create presumptions against him. — 
What young man proud, as young men are usually, of being admitted to 
an honorable calling, would for a moment propose as his model a well 
known quack f What young man of modesty, and above all inexperienced, 
would set up a claim to superior skill in certain diseases, when from his 
very cironmstanoes he could not possess it? We cannot believe that such 
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acts could consist witli a high r^rd for the professioii, or with an iaten-* 
tion to obserre its regulations. In a young man, an advertisement to the 
public, announcing his intention to treat spedal diseases is downright pre- 
sumption; because skill is only acquired by experience, it does not come by 
nature. No doubt a young man who had made a single disease a separate 
study would be better prepared to treat it, than a young man of equal 
abilities who had studied all diseases. But he would be far inferior to most 
practitioners of experience, who would know much more practically of the 
single disease to which he proposed to give his at^tion, although they 
had not made it a specialty. The public does not see it in this light, and 
therefore if a man advertises as a specialist^ it is inclined to give him credit 
for superior skill, though a little reflection would convince it of its error. 
For this reason the ethics of the profession condemn as dishonorable adver- 
tising spedalties, as being attempts to get business greater than is merited 
by knowledge or ex^rience. 

But it is leniently construed to have been done from no motive of this 
nature, but thoughtlessly or ignorantJy, and discontinued as soon as it was. 
nuide to appear that it was unprofessional. The applicant himself and 
those charitably disposed towards him, must not be surprised if the society 
is inclined to put quite another construction upon it. It seems not to be 
an unfair presumption that the advertisement was continued as long as was 
needed to answer its purposes. It brought Dr. Bartlett before the public 
as a specialist, it created as all such things do, meet undeservedly usually, 
a belief in his superior skill in the diseases he proposed to give special 
attention to, and of course brought more or less practice. Having been 
tontinued awhile, it spread widely enough for the purpose of his supposed 
excellence, and could be without detriment withdrawn. He will not under- 
take to deny that he is still employed as a specialist in consequence of 
his advertisement The society assumes that it was withdrawn because it 
had answered its purpose. Certainly, if a sense of the impropriety of the 
act was the cause of its being withdrawn, four years seems rather a liberal 
allowance of time for the nature of the act to appear. Now it may be 
that an additional motive was a desire to still keep within the possibility 
of future recognition by the profession. It probably began to be apparent 
that this was of considerable importance. For no doubt he often found 
himself in an unpleasant situation, being cut off from consultation with 
members of the society. If the friends of patients, especially after he under- 
took general practice, asked him to seek advice, whom should he call 
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apoB? No member of the society could coiuult with him. His isolated 
poMtion was unpleasant and detrimental, much more so perhaps than he 
was prepared for when he, as the society assumes, early neglected profesr 
sional regulations. 

The profession is often accused of being harsh in its judgments, ^and 
unreasonable in its opposition to anything which looks like quackery. It 
is not an unfair spirit, when the peculiarities of medical practice are consid- 
ered. When it is considered by what easy methods a reputation may be 
obtained, altogether , disproportionate to any skill or knowledge, from the 
fact that the public is inclined to believe in unfounded pretensions, simply 
because they are put forward Nothing can be more creditable than the nice 
sense of honor which a true professional man feels, in circumstances where 
by acts which the body of the profession have justly stamped as unb^ 
coming, and even dishonorable, so much personal advantage can be gained, 
at least for a time, and a reputation for superiority over associates estab- 
lished, when in fact none exists. The profession is jealous of asserted 
superiority, justly so, because it has an undue influence. Now a public 
advertisement is a daim to superior skill, and reaps the fruits which belong 
to it. 

No single member of the society desires to act unjustly towards Dr. 
Bartlett, or indulge harsh judgments towards him. Some members even, 
and four of a committee of five, were prepared to put a very favorable 
construction upon his conduct and accept him as a member. But human 
actions are usually prompted by mixed motives, and in judging of them 
it is usual to ascribe them to those which seem most likely to have had the 
greatest influence. It is not always possible to judge correctly of motives 
from actions, but it is the custom of men. The society has done no more . 
It had not determined that the exduaion should' bo final. Time and good 
conduct might, and probably would have removed all objections to admis- 
sion. But we are all incredulous of reform from sincere regret of having 
erred, when, at the same time, there are strong urgings of personal 
advantage to help it on. We are apt to feel that the latter is the more 
weighty, especially if facts make it plausible in theory. The profession 
and the public often take diverse views of these matters. To the latter, a 
public advertisement seems no unpardonable ofience. The, profession con- 
demns it, mainly because it is the method of quacks, and very often the 
less deserving the person, the more boastful the advertisement The pub- 
lic cannot so readily a^ that na with (|uacl(s, tbos^ who U^He this method 
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have generally poorer abilities for the thing thej promise to do^ than mvaj 
others. It must be understood that this relates only to the praclJoe of 
medicine under present professional regulations. 

It may be well here to say a few ^ords regarding speoialists. There is 
with the great body of the profession a feeling of decided opposition to 
them. The codes of ethics condemn them. They find no &7or in public 
assemblies of medical men. Now why is this? In the first place all, or 
almost all qaacks are specialists. But it is no proof that a thing is in itself 
bad, because unworthy men practice it In the second place, it often is a 
resort of incompetent and inexperienced medical men to gain business which 
they could not otherwise get There may be other reasons, but these are 
the most obvious. Now it may be well to consider whether, because 
quacks and ignorant or inexperienced medical men resort to special practice 
it should be so condemned by the profession. There can be no objection 
to the practice of a specialty when from study and experience a man is 
well qualified to treat particular diseases. Skill in the treatment of special 
diseases, when it really exists, ought to bring to the possessor abundant 
employment No one can object to tbo preference given to a really skill- 
ful physician in any branch of practice. The reputation and success are 
legitimate; the result of care, investigation, study and experience. When 
put in this form there would probably be less objection on the part of the 
profession, for it has always honored excellence. But it is because special 
practice ofiers such opportunities for utterly worthless and incompetent men 
to gain a great reputation with the public, to abuse its credulity, and do 
violence to its purse and persons, that the condemnation has heretofore been 
so decided. The matter has so gone, that the mere announcing of a spe- 
cialty creates at once a presumption of quackery, ignorance, or a dishonest 
desire to thrive. Young men, the ink on "whose diplomas is hardly dry, 
announce an intention of giving particular attention to and of ooune a 
desire to practice in special diseases. It is perfectly apparent that prac- 
tically their treatment is worth but little, that is, no more than that of many 
young but inexperienced men of good abilities. But with the pnblie it may 
outweigh in the treatment of a special disease the authority of grey hairs, and 
laige general experience in the special as well as other diseases. The pro- 
fession knows that these claims to special skill may pass for more than they 
are worth. That if it remains silent or approves, it gives value to attain- 
ments in many cases, not in all, not at all above those of the general prac. 
(itioner; often indeed mferior. Therefore it sets its face ag^ioftt spaei^Uit^ 
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B«t it k worth while to reflect, whether if it gave thetii its approval tfaeve 
wovdd not be a gain. Whether it wonld not diminish the sacoess of quacks 
and keep pretenders within bounds. For after all, it is a belief in the poe- 
aenon of superior skill that leads sensibly mea and women to trust them- 
aelvea in their hands. Let the public once fully understand that thoroughly 
educated and competent specialists are to be found in the profession, and 
they win not run to quacks for that benefit which they believe the experi- 
«Bee or studies of the re^lar profu^sion will not give. Of course it would 
not be reasonable to expect the profession to endorse special practice before 
apedal merit existed. It must be acquired, but when acquired let it be 
reoognized and encouraged. In fact, real merit could not be deprived of 
ita legitimate success. But, by allowiDg real ability to work In special 
cases, bogus merit will be much less likely to pass for genuine, and almost 
monopolise specialties. The remedy is somewhat with the profession itself. 
It seems proper that specialists should be required to give exclusive atten- 
tion to their particular branches, and resign general practice. Indeed that 
ia but a jnst concession to professional sanction. Perhaps this can only be 
done in the larger cities, but the larger cities are also the productive 
fields which quacks so profitably cultivate. In cities where specialists are 
not under the ban of the profession at large, quacks do not meet with the 
greatest snccess. This is not meant to imply a sancUon of public advertise- 
nlents^ or a boastful claim of superior skill as social opportunities favor. 
It ia quite as objectionable to proclaim from house to house and to ears 
professional and unprofessional, success and cures, or even one's specialty, 
as to put it into the newspapers with certificates of Doctors of Divinity, 
mayhap. Special practice demands a man of truth, and honorable motives, 
above playing upon fears or exaggerating ailments, above the dishonest 
desire to succeed beyond his merits; more perhaps than general practice. 

In this matter, touching the best method of dealing with the subject, 
there are acknowledged difficulties. Bdt it appears reasonable to suppose 
that a less stringent condemnation of specialists, would result to the injury 
of quackery, and the benefit of the professioo. It would not be dfffleolt to 
show how badly many diseases which are selected for special practice, are 
treated by the general practitioner — to instance a single class, viz: diseases 
of the eye— and how much better they fare with competent specialists. — 
That being the case specialisii will practice, and it is much better that they 
eboald be restrained by professional rules, than allowed to run wild, vexing 
and being vexed. In Europe special pmctice is sanctioned by the pfo« 
vou 3, NO. U — 54. 
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fenion. We should remember that to speciiilisto we are indebted for 
many of the valuable monographs which of late years have beeo written ; 
and that it is special practice which makes such excelleaoe in writing on 
special subjects possible. 

In conclusion we may be allowed to state that in the case which has 
been considered at such length, the objections to the reception of Dr. 
Bartlett rested ppon acts which even the court calls << gross empiricism.** 
But the adoption of a specialty is certainly not to be considered so objection- 
able as advertising it. Nor is the treatment of a special disease so much 
to be condemned, as professing to follow the method of a quacL Thfe pro- 
fession may soon be brought to countenance a specialist, if there is a belief 
in his special merit. But the other acts are, in their nature, unbecoming 
and reprehensible, and cannot be made less so by any attempt at explana- 
tion or palliation. Jj. 



THE NEWLY DISCOVERED DISEASE DEPENDING UPON TKXOHINA 
SPIRALIS, IN ERIE COUNTY. 

In t)ur last\ number we made reprint of an account of this disease^ its 
occurrence in Germany and the fatality attending it. Since then we have 
been startled by the discovery of thin same disease in a neighboring town. 
Dr. Erombein of our city in connection with Dr. Dingier of Lancaster, 
has discovered the cause of death in several instances to be trichina gpir- 
idii, which is found in immense numbers in the muscles of the victims. 
Dr. Erombein has sent us sf^imens of the muscular tissue obtained upon 
pott mortem examination, which are seen on microscopic examination to 
contain innumerable trichina. We have also received portions of the 
sausage and ham, of which the unfortunate victims had toten, and these 
also contain immense numbers of these parasites. Dr. J. R. Lothrop and 
Prof. Oeorge Hadley have also made careful exaihination of these speci- 
mens, and Dr. Lothrop's report will be seen in connection with the inter- 
esting communication from Dr. Erombien. These cases of trichiuous dis- 
ease are the first in this country positively traced to this cause, though it i& 
stated hi the American Medical Times, February 20, 1864, '« that during 
the past week an instance^ of the poisoning of a whole family, and the 
death of one member, caused by eating a ham, occurred in the city of 
New York. The case was investigated by Dr. Schnetter, who found the 
ham full of trichina spiralis, and did not hesitate to attribute the poisoning 
to this pamaite.'' 
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It will bd aeeii ttiat in the cases reporied by Dr. Kroroboin the history is 
complete — be has dol only found the worms in the ham and sausage, but 
a]80 ia the muscles of the patients who have died» leaving no doubt as to 
the eause of death. This is important, since nothing less than perfect 
demonstration can bo satisfactory in the investigation of a disease, which 
has been denozninated new. ^' Three disgusting and dangerous diseases in 
man thus owe their origin to the ingestion of the fiesh of the pig, viz: 
tape- worm, hydatids and trichina.*' 

Dear Doctor: — ^At your rec^uest I give you herewith the history of the 
two cases of Trichiniasis that occurred ktely in Cheektowaga. I was invi- 
ted by my friend Dr. Dingier of Lancaster, on Sunday, the 15th of May, 
to see with him two patients whom he had attended for four day& — 

T. F y a blacksmith, i^;ed 30 years, and &is wife aged 20 years, were 

taken ill simultaneously the 29th of April with stiffness of the limbs and 
the whole body, bloating of the face, with a slight oedema of the eye- 
lids; soon after there followed distinct pains in all the limbs and body, so 
that they could not bear even the slightest touch. By and by the pains 
diminished; there set in setj labored respiration and great prostration, 
combined with profuse sweats. In the commencement of the illness they 
botti had had, slight diarrhoea for a few days, and during the whole course 
of the sickness they suffered greatly from sleeplefisness and unquenchable 
thirst The woman, who was in the Sd month of pregnancy had abor- 
ted the 12th, and from that time there waa oedematous swelling of both 
lower extremities. Fever in both patients was very high, (pulse 138 in 
the man, 146 in the woman,) bub the skin was not hot, but rather cool. 
I considered at firsts like Dr. Dingier, both cases to be ** acute muscular 
rheumatism/' of a somewhat peculiar character, but during my return 
home I suddenly remembered to have read some months ago in a Ger- 
man Medical Journal (Medidnis'ehe Chirurgische lionaUhrfie, September 
number, 1863,) of some cases of Trichiniasis which resembled very much 
the two cases above stated^ and therefore I immediately wrote to Dr. 
Dingier that as soon as one of the patients shouift die^ he might send me 
some particles of muscle for ^icroacopicai escamination. Two days after- 
wards he visited me, telling that the man had died yesterday evening, (the 
16th of May, at Q o'clock P. M.) We went there and found the woman 
dead also, (she died the 17th at 11 o'clock A. M.,) and cut from both 
some particles of the muscles of the thorax, the abdomen and the thigh. 
The miorosoopical examination in which Dr. Hombuiger kindly assisted me, 
diaoloied many trichinse^ both in the encysted and in the free stat^ 
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I wak io akfi fttrtktflr, that at ih^ time Dr. Jbittgter nb^ mjk\t aal^ di^ 
•aid>patieBft% he iM me thai he had another family mider treatment, hair- 
ing the Biuie diaeaBe, residing about two mike distant, from the aboive 
patiently (at Manila,) the wiie was a daughter of this aame famil j, who 
a short time before her illnen paid a visit in company with her husbAnd 
to her parenlB. This family consisted of sevenrmembera — the man about 
60 years of age, the wife 55 years, and fire children respectively 24, 22; 
18, 14 and 12 years old. Father and mother are dead, children still alire 
but' Dr. Dingier says they are in a dangerous situatioD. 
1 remain veiy truly yours, 

L. EaoMBKiir, If. D. 

Mr, JSdt^or;—- The specimen of human oMiscle taken from a person after 
death, and also the sausage he had eaten of, which you brought me, sup« 
poehi|f. them to contain the Trichina Spiralis, 1 carefully examined under, 
the mieroaeope) both alone and with Dr. Hadley. The parasite was found 
in both, in great abundance, but in difibrent states. In the muscle taken 
from the human body, the worm was free, while in the sausage it was 
encysted* In the first I failed to fin4 the worms enclosed in a cyst They 
were often more or less coiled, two or three turns of an eliptical form; but 
often- the shape was not regular, though seldom straight The irregular 
forms in which the worm was found were probably caused by tearing or 
scraping the mnaele to raider it thin enough to beoome transparent under 
the microscope—- the normal shape being more or less coiled. Under the 
microeeope the worm could be readily seen with a low power, and pre- 
sented uniformly a pointed head, a body increasing in size to the tail, which 
had somewhat of a truncated appearance, with a slight fissure. There was 
an appearance of an intestinal canal running the whole length of the body, 
somewhat undulating, and filled with granular matter. The appearance is 
here represented magnified 100 diameters. With a high power, the exter- 
nal covering of the body appeared made up of rings, somewhat after the 
articulate plan of structure, which gave fine markings across the body, 
and on the inner or concave side of the curves, a serrated appearance. In 
the neighborhood of the worms there were often numerous fat globules, and 
in some portions of the musde, an abundance of granular matter. The 
elementary fibres of the muscle were m many places distinot,|but in others 
less so^ there being appearances as if the sheath or sarcdemma of the fibres 
had been emptied of its contents and coUapaed. The worm could be easily 
seen through the muscular fibres, and was detected often lying tranavwiel^ 
to their course. 
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til the jpdrtioiM of th^ sftasage examined, the WormA ^^fe etieloi^ in an 
ovoid cyst, and here were foand free. Even ecraping the moicler did tiot 
niptore the cyst They were mach smaMer than the free worm, were 
always coiled, occupying the oentfes of the cyst, and in meet cases aingte. 
One cys^ only was obterved in which were 
two worms, separate from each other, each 
oecopjing an extremity ot the cyst. The 
cyata were enckwed by the jnnscular fibres, 
which had the appearance of having been 
pushed aside, and at either end, the space 
where the muscular fibres separated was 
filled with fat globules. I did not find 
a cyst wijkhout a worm. The appearance 
was as here represented, magnified over 
200 diameters. The worm occupied about 
one-third of the cyst space. In one small 
piece of the muscular tissue, of the sausage, 
I should rather say small collection of 
scrapings, nearly thirty cysts contaioing 
worms were counted. I made no attempt 
to ascertain the nature of the other cyst 
contents. It appeared to be filled with 
transparent fioid, which did not extend 
into its prolongations. 

The worm appears then, in this case in the encysted state in the sausagey 
and in the free state in the human muscle. It would therefore appear 
probable, that taken into the stomach ia the encysted form, the worm 
escaped from its envelop by being set free in the process of digestion, and 
immedilitely set out on its progress towards its ultimate destination, viz: 
the striated muscles. The first step was, probably, piercing the intestinal 
walls, thereby creating the iniatory diarrhoea; afterwards passing through 
the peritoneum, on its migration outwards. Arriving at the musdes, its 
abode is fixed in them. Its ultimate destination is a matter of doubt« — 
The opinions of observers will be given on this subject presently. The 
observations in this case only extend to the two states in which the worm 
was found, it being a conjecture merely, that the encysted state is an imma« 
ture or embryotic one. It is also merely conjecture, that removal from the 
am'mal in which it exists in this state of cyst-life, to another, is an essential 
step in the perfection of its development, as in the ease with the cysticereus 
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Q6lliilo6» whieb t>flBMs tU oyat-life in the tissues of one Atiiin«l» and devei* 
opi»Uie fiilLy formodxtape-worm in the intestioeft of aoother. 

PerhApt ftome prooew of reprodactioQ woald be neoeiBary to aooouiit for 
the iininetiae number of worms which probably existed ia the body of Ihie 
trichiiioas patient For there is reason to suppoae* that all the mosdes as 
well as the piece of the pectoral muscle examined, were infected. It is 
diflBcttlt to believe that as many worms could ha?e been taken into the 
stomaoh in ths portion of sausage which one peiaon would eat, as must 
have existed in the body of the patient^ to have proved fatal "by their prm- 
enoe. Tet it may have been so. For when we consider that a minute 
Boraping*was found to contain about thirty worms, the number in a pieoe of 
sausage as large as would be ordinarily eaten by a healthy man* must have 
been immense. If such process of reproduction took place it must have 
been rapid, since death followed close upon the eating. The fact that the 
free worms were of different sizes, may give a show of probability to the 
idea. But then again, these encysted worms being asexual, and as it were 
in a state of transitiooy are supposed to be incapable of producing in any 
manner a progeny similar to themselves. This may not be true of the free 
worm* which may be in a higher state of development, and therefore may 
produce a progeny similar to itself even in a short time. This case may 
give rise to some general considerations respecting the mode of life, etc. of 
this worm. Its seat is well known to be the striated muscles, with the 
exception of the heart and the sphincter ani extenius, in which it has not 
hitherto been found. Jts diffusion is sometimes so extensive, that the 
smallest muscles, those of the eye, tympanum and larynx, do not escape. 

Several migrations seem necessary to its perfect development. If the 
ova are swallowed, either before or after the development of the embryo^ 
they may arrive at the tissues by two avenues, viz : by the blood, or by 
penetrating the intestinal walls. In the latter case, a solutiou of the en- 
ck>sing capules which contain the embryo must take place. When capsules 
enclosing worms, i n an immature or embryonic state, visible under the 
microscope^ are taken into the stomach, it does not seem doubtful by what 
way they would arrive at their destination, viz: by boring through the 
intestinal and other tissues. 

The cyst is not of uniform shape, being generally oval, though it may 
be nearly circular, or on the other hand elongated at the extremitiea. The 
cyst may be opaque or transparent, according to the length of their resi- 
dence in the muscles. Sometimes the cyst walls have depositions of live 



wtitB, more abuodant as the age increaaei^ Some maiDtuo thai the worm 
eaiUy escapee before some caloareoas incrnetation takes place. It has been 
a qncation whether the cjet was formed by the redaction of the tissoee^ or 
was a part of the worm structure, being iu fact the result o^ a kind of 
metamorphoeis of the animal. This view is supported by the regular form 
of t^e cyst Authorities, however, adopt both methods of formation, and 
the migraUon must be followed by eiudation which would furnish the ma* 
terial for the capsule, if the fbrmative power would tend to such a shape. 
Usually there is but a single worm in a cyst, but it may, in instances, ccai- 
tain two or more. The worm is tenacious of life, and endures unhurt con- 
siderable degrees of heat and cold. It may not be destroyed by moderate' 
frying, and it survives the process* of smoking, to which preserved meata 
are subjected. In the cyst it is motionless, but observers state that mov^ 
ments have been seen when free. The cyst fluiil is transparent, and gener- 
ally occupies a circular or oval space in it, not extending to the prolon* 
gations^ 

The trichiuiB, like all encysted entozoa, are by most observers, oonaid* 
ersd as the imperfectly developed young of other parasites. They are 
therefore in a kind of embryonic condition. Reasoning from what is 
known of other encysted worma-— of the cysticerus celluloss for instance-— 
we should suppose them incapable of higher development in the situation 
in which they are found. They must migrate or become abortive and die. 
But nothing is satisfactorily known, and no other migration has been ascer- 
tained. What becomes of those that escape from-their cysts is unknown. 
TLey are stated to remain in the human body encysted, thirty or forty 
years. KCkchenmeister states that there is no doubt that those found in the 
muscles of man mostly die, becoming finally calcified in their cysts. No 
experiments or observations have ever established the fact of a higher devel- 
opment The same authority, however, stales his belief that the trichinae 
are the young, undeveloped brood of the trichocephalus dispar, a long thread 
worm, which is found in the human caecum. This worm has separate 
sexes, and is therefore capable of producing its like, though it must undergo 
several migrations and transformations before complete development Those 
who wish to know his ground for this belief, will do well to consult his . 
work on parasites, from which the above general statements are derived. 

It should be further stated, that Herbert maintains a triple mode of life 
for the trichinae, namely, in the encysted state; quite free, which he 
regards ^ living free, being developed from eggs borne by the blood; and 
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•latlly hal^frea, in eaaet of th^ periioiietiin, and nucdi hNfer'tkvi^he ibii 
Mid aaoond forma. He believed thtt free wotmB btA no power to enefit 
tliemaelree. He also gave tnchinous fleeh to dogs and pigeons, and Xbrny 
all beoa^jiie triehinouB. No expertmente by others liave bad like rasoHs. 

It renaains, only, to add that no especial pathological importaoee baa 
faeietofore been attributed to the presence of the trichina apiralie in man. 
It has appeared that the immigration of the trichina caused no ^leeial 
reaction, and that its residence for many years was borne without iojary. 
The cases related by Dr. Krombein appear to establish the fact, that it may 
prove fatal. 

If tiie observation proves correct that all worms existing in the hnman 
mnscle examined, were free, their final destination, had their presence not 
proved fatal, would be of much interest Would they after a time become 
encysted, and after a long time die and become calc^ed? Or in prqgresa 
ing in their development arrive at a higher state, and thereby infect the 
body with the trichocepbaiua dispar f Purely zoological reasons woulMetor- 
mine to the belief that such destination was probable, inasmuch as the 
encysted worms are but imperfectly developed young of other paraaites, 
and that a migration is necessary to complete transformation* Bat while 
(aets in the developmental history of this worm are wanting, no pontive 
opinion is possible. It is beyond the power of any one to states bow t^ey 
can reach situations in which the h^her development can take plaoa 

1. R. LOXHSOF. 



ABSTRACT OF THE TRANSACTIONS OF THE AMERICAN MEDICAL 

ASSOCIATION. 



FIFTJSENTH ANNUAL MESTINQ. 
Condenaed from ** New York Medical IndepeadenL'* 



FimiT DAY-*-MOBiriVO 8B68I0H. 

At 11 o'clock A. M. order was called by the letiring Prsaidenty Dr. 
Alliv March, of Albany, aided by Drs. J. Coopbr, of Delawaray Pnixon, 
of Illinois, and Cox, of the U. 8. Volunteer Medicid SU£ 

Drs. JoHSTOir and Furhan, Secretaries, present. 

All ez-Presidenta and Secretaries were invited to a seat on the ptatform. 

Dr. WiLBOBT JflwsLL, OHO of the ez-Preaidents of this Sooiety^ wis pres^ 
ent, and took a seat upon the platform. 

The roll of members by States, was then called by the Seeietary • 
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Dr. BnsBiiL moted for a reoen of ten m'mnteB, to enable the delegates 
of the different States to appoint the Nominating Oommittee, whi6fa was 
carried* 

The President then read his aanual address, the subject of which was 
If edieal Edneation. 

On motion, it was resolved to thank the Presidenl for this able address, 
waA to ask that a copy be flnr.i^1led for publication. 

Oonyention then »<)j0umt vl uutil 3 o'clock. 

It was announced that the following papers would be read : 

1 — By Dr. E. R Squibb, a report on the Practical Working of the 
United States Drug Laws. 

2-— By the same, upon the same subject 

8— -By Dr. C. C Cox, a report of American Medical Necrology. 

4-— By Dr. Guaoos Buck, a case of Plastic Operation. 

5— By Dr. N. W, Kinoslbt, on Congenital Cleft; treatment of Con- 
genital Fissure of Palate by mechanical applianoe& 

6— By Dr. J. H. Ghusoow, on the Pfaysiolc^cal and Dietetic relations of 
Phoapborus, 

7— By Dr. U. O. HrroHoocK, on a Modified Ring Pessary. 

8-*By the same, Death from Air in the Circulation, introduced throngh 
Uterine Sinuses. 

— By Dr. Eohbvsbia, on Bromide of Pota^ in Epilepsy, etc: 

10 — ^By Dr. Durhambl, on Spotted Fever in Washington, D. C. 

11 — By Dr. A K. Gardker, on Pess-iries. 

12 — ^By Dr. L. Wibir, on Typhus and its treatment 

13 — ^By Dr. J. Knkbland, on Medicine and Surgery among the Onon- 
dsga Indians. 

14 — By Dr. C. W, Parsons, on MedM-al Topography and Epidemics of 
Rhode Ishind. 

ArrBRNQON 8B8810F. 

Dn 8. G. Arkoub, Chairman of the Committee on Nominations, pre<- 
sented Ihn following report: For President, Dr. N. S. Davis, of Illinois. 
Vice Presidents, Wm. IL Mitssby, of Oht); Dr. Worthinoton ^ookbr, 
of Connecticut; Dr. William Wrbblan, (»f District of Columbia; Dr. F. 
E. B. Hiksbt, of Maryland* Treasurer, Dr. Caspbr Wistar, of Penn- 
sylvania; Seeretaiy, Dr. G. Fcrman, of Nhw York. The next meeting of 
the Association is to be held m Boston. 

Dra. Askbw, of Del., and Bissbll, of N, T., escorted the President 
vou 3, vo, ll-?^66. 
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-«lttettoilMdunr. Ho nid n tvtetoQ^ that be wm t«i7 gr»U6il t^ tke 
hmor ooDferml upon him. His intomt in the prcrfewon wm uMUted. 
He hftd been ideotified with the As oeiAtioa from iU iDcipieocj, ftod was 
.deeply interaBted in its progwM. He regretted the ebaeooe of the South- 
em members of the Associatioii, and hoped for their speedy retom. The 
speech was brief, terse, conoiKatory, and aon-oommittal on the great ques- 
tions of the time. 

Invitations from ▼arious souroeflb eitending courtenes to the delegatdt^ 
were read and accepted 

Dfs. Palmir, Askew and Hobbard, were appointed by the Chair a 
Committee to examine *« volunteer papers*" and select th6se considere»l 
proper to read before that body. 

Dr. Oabdnbb, of N. Y., spoke in relation to the appointraent of a per- 
manent Secretary. 

Dr. HooKBB, of Conn^ was in favor of a boiling-down process. He 
would abbreviate the amount of matter published. He did not see any 
necessity for a permanent Secretary, and was opposed to the incorpoRstioii 
of new regulations. 

Dr. KiHHXDT was in fiivor of paying the expenses of the Secretary. 

Dr. MoBOAB called for the settJement of Uie question without further 
debate. 

Dr. Looms was in &vor of a permanent Secretary, a permanent Treas- 
urer, and a permanent Committee of Five. 

Dr. Bovn, of Baltimore, thought it would be a proper time to decide 
upon the question when the ifioney had been raised to pay the cost of soch 
a luzuiy. 

Dr. JxwiLL argued in £svor of a competent Secretary. 

After considerable debate^ the amendment in its original form (provid- 
ing tbr a permanent Secretary to be dectod for ten years») was adq)ted. 
After which the meeting adjourned until Weddesday morning* at 10 o'clock- 
SICOMD BAT,— HOBKnro sxssioir. 

Dr.- Davis, the President, called the Association to order at the hour 
appointed for the commencement of the exerdses. 

The SidBBTABT read the minutes of the last meeting. 

Dr. C. W. SrxABVS, ef N. T., was invited to participate in the proceed- 
ings of the meeting. Dr. Knigat, of Westchester Co., Dr. W. B. South- 
ABD, of Kalamsaoo^ Mich.^ Dr. 0. Whitb, of Oswego^ and Dr. LnrurosTOH, 
of JitasB., were also, elected membeis by invitatien, and allowed to take part 
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hi the pto^rijfcgfc hr. Bbowm SstfrASB^ of fioatos, tfid Dn JossP. 
Geat, of the Stftte Lunatic Atylam, Utioi, were elected permaneDt neoi- 
ben of the AMOciatioii. The fonner, on being inirodocod to the Amoom- 
txon, made a brief and modeit acknowledgment of the honor conferred 
upon- him* 

Dr. Wi8TA% the Treatorert reported that the demand for oopiea of* the 
annoal volame wa& exceedingly small, only 160 copies having been aeM 
tfaoogh the Society numbers 3,000 membeia. The leoeipts of the year 
amount to $043 ; balance on hand $460. 

The following white-Laifed and venerable gentlemen were introduced as 
aeniora in the profession: Dr« Gaxiiv, Masa., Dr. Goes, N. H., Dr. Notbb, 
Maas^ Dr. Pamonb, Conn., and Dr. QxBBnT, Phila., were invited to take 
seats npop the platform. The regular order of busineii was iesnmed« and 
reports were called for. 

Upon a re«oonsidenition of the vote relative to the report of the Oom- 
mittee oo Compulsory Vaccination, that report was read. The Commit* 
tee^ epnsiatiag of Drs. Jambs F. Hibbabd, Wiuaov Jawiu, and Joav H. 
GRnooif, report that, for various reasons, they deem compulsory vaodna- 
tion impracticable, and recommend the Mowing rssolutions: 

jfieso/sDNf, That this Association deems it its duty to institute measures 
looking to the vaccination of every person within the limits of country over 
which it exerciiea jurisdiction. 

Be$olvedf That a Committee be appointed under the direction of this 
Association, to take cognizance of all matters pertaining ia vaccination. 

JU$olv§df That a Committee of be appointed in each State^ to 

superintend the measure in its State, which Committee shall be subordin- 
ate, auxiliary, and advisory to the Central Comaiittee. 

The report was referred to Section on Hygiene. 

The most important part of the proceedings to-day was a set of resolu- 
tions offered by Prof. GARmran, requeirting Congress to enact a law which 
will not cbusify drugs and medicines among the contrabands of war, so 
that horrors of war may be mitigated in the South as well as in the North, 
and asking the government to permit a flag of truce boat to go' South with 
medicines to ))e applied for the benefit of wounded Union and rebel sol- 
diers in rebel hospitals, who, from the exigencies of war, cannot be prop- 
erly treated by the surgeons of the rebel army. In offering the resolutions, 
Dr. G'AmnrxB said he was actuated by motives of common humanity, and 
for the advancement of medical science. He hoped Ifaey would be adopted. 



The eletSiion of permiioeot Secretory wm mtAe the otier of tlie inj fitff 
Thursday. 

A vote of thanks to the retiring President, Alobn Mabob, M. D., was 

Dr. C. C. Cox, medical purveyor of Baltimore, addressed the Oonreo- 
tion upon the subject of the aoknowledgment due to members of the pro- 
fession who are serving their country in the army. 

Dr. Hamiltov of New York, and Dr. Mussir of Chioago, spoke io 
support of the resolution, which was subsequently adopted. 

[7b be tmyAwML ^ Jnlp niwi ftar.] ^ 



SKMI-ANNUAL MBBTING ERIfl OOUKTY MEDICAL 800IKTT. 
The Semi- Annual Meeting of this Society was held June 14th, and was 
well attended^. The exercises in the morning consbted in admiaBioa of new 
members and the transaction of miscellaneous busineas. The afterooon 
session was assigned for hearing the Address. Dr. Dorland of Hambaigh* 
was the regularly appointed orator. We were not able to attend the after- 
noon meeting and cannot speak of the.proceediags. 

The foUowiog gentlemen were elected to membership on compliance with 
the by-laws: 

Dr. H. Van Quysling, Buffida 

- E.B.Tefl!t. 1... « 

*• J. C. Qreene, •• 

^ A. J. Houghton Tonawanda. 

•• E. B. Horton, Eden. 

•• J. S. Havens, . ^ Aurora. 

•• O. W. Beckwith, Bvana 

* U. C. Lynde, Springville. 

" P. Gopdyear, Alden. 

The Secretary was directed to call the attention of members to the law 
requiring a copy of the diploma to be filed in the County Clerk's Office 
before membership can be completed. 



Rbndbriho Castor Oil Tasteubss. — ^It is stated by Stan. Martin that 
the disagreeable taste of this oil may be concealed by beating it well up 
with the contents of an egg^ and adding a little salt or sugar, and a few 
drops of orange flower water.— ^fii. Jour, Pharm, 
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REVI8W. 

¥h€ JHseoies of the Har, their JHapnoits and ftriatment By Dk. 
Aktoh Vov Tbolt0ch. From th$ Oerman, New York: Wn. Wood 
& Co^— i864. 

This book hu b«en tranalated from the German by D. B. St. John 
Room, M. D^ of New York, and by eo doii^ be has conferred a great 
(avor upon the medical profession. There are few works devoted especially 
to diseases of the ear, and perhaps it may be truthfally said, that there is 
not ill the whole range of modieal and surgical knowledge, aoy one subject 
of equal importance so poorly undeffttood by medical practitioners through- 
out the country, as the diseases of the ear and the means by which they 
may be relieved or removed. 

This book is believed to be founded upon pathological investigation and 
ample experience, and to contain some views not found in any other work 
upon diseases of the ear. 

The method of illaminating the external ear is the best in use 
and certainly deserves attention; it is fully illustrated by wood cuts. 
Id the practice of aural surgery there is unquestionably much to be learned, 
and the appearance of this book is an indication that attention is being at- 
tracted to- the subject, and though all the opinions expressed may not prove 
correct, still the views are founded upon careful observation and appear to 
be well sustained. We most heartily recommend the work to our readers, 
and fafelieve that it will be found worthy their attention and confidence. 

Published by Wood Sc Co., New York. For sale in Buffalo by Breed, 
Butler ^ Co. 



BOOKS AECEIVEO. 
The Principlee and Practice of Obeietriea: lUuitrated with One Hun- 
dred and Fifty Nine Lithographic Figuree^from Original Photographe 
and with numerous Wood Cuts, By Huoh L. Hodox, M. D., Fmeritus 
Prof of Obstetrics and Diseases of Women and Children, in the Uni- 
versity of Pennsylvania; lately one of the Physicians to the Lying- 
in Department of the Pennsylvania Hospital; lately one of the Phy- 
sicians to the Philadelphia Almshouse Hospital; Consulting Physician 
to the Philadelphia Dispensary; Fellow of the College of Physicians 
of Philadelphia; Member of the American Philosophical Society, etc^ 
Author of a treatise on' **The Peculiar Diseases of Women'* Phila- 
detphia: Blanohard d? Lba — 1894. 
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Medical D%agn6iU^ with Special reference to firacHcai Medicine; a Chadi 
to th€ knowledge and discriminaiion of J)iaea$e$. By J. M. Da Costa, 
M. D , Lecturer on Clinical Medicine, and Physician to the Philadelphia 
Hospital; Fellow to the College of Physicians of Philadelphia; Cor- 
responding Member of the New York Pathological Society, etc, etc^ 
Illustrated with Engravings on Wood. Phihtddphia: J. B. Lippihoott 
k Co— 1864. 

Tlu Pathology and Treatment of Venereal Diseases, including the residts 
of recent Investigations upon the Subject, By Frbiman J. Bt7M8tbad» 
M. D., Lecturer on Venereal Diseases at the College of Physicians and 
Surgeons, New York; late Surgeon to St Luke's Hospital; Surgeon 
to the N*w York Eye and Ear Infirmary, A new and Revised 
Edition, with Illustrations. Philadelphia: Blahohard <b Lka — 1864. 

A Manual of the Practice of Medicine. By Thomas Hawkbs Takioui, 
M. D^ F. L. S.,Member of the Eoyal College of Physicians; Aeeistant 
Physician for the Diseases of Women and. Childrea to JSBn^s CoUege^ 
Hospital, etc., etc From the last London Edition, Enlarged asui Im- 
proved. Philadelphia: Lindsat & Blakistoh — 1864. 

On Bhewnatism, Rheumatic Gout and Sciatica, their Pathology", Symp- 
toms and Treatment, By Hbkrt William Fullbr, M. D„ Cantab., 
Fellow of the Royal College of Physicians, London; Physician to SL 
OeorgeU Hospital, etc, etc From the last London Edition. Phila^ 
delphia: Lindsay <fe Blikiston — 1864. 

A Treatise on the Chronic Inflammation and Displacements of the Un^ 
inpregnated Uterus. By Wm. H. Btford, A. M. M. D., Professor of 
Obstetrics, etc, etc, Chicago Medical College, Medical Department 
Lind University. Philadelphia: Lindsat <& Blaxistor — 1864. 

Lectures on Orthopcedic Surgery. Delivered at the Brooklyn Medical 
and Surgical Institute, with numerous Illustrations. By LouuBauxb^ 
M. D., M. R. C. S., £ng.. Professor of Anatomy and CUnieal Sur 
gery; Licentiate of the New York State Medical Society; Member of 
t^e New York Pathological Society, of the American Medical Assoda" 
tion; Corresponding Fellow of the London Medical Society; Health> 
Officer of the City of BrooMgn, etc (Reprinted from the PMlad^ • 
phia Medical and Surgical Reporter.) Philadelphia: LnmflAT 4 
BLAKUTOir — 1864. 
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Lictmrn on Midical Edmalumj or on the Proper Method of studying 
Medicine. By SAMtJiL Chbw, M, D^ Professor of the Practice and 
Principlee of Medidne^ and of Clinical Medicine in the University of 
Maryland. Philadelphia: Lindsat A Blakistoit — 1864. 
^Annual Announcement of the Medical Department of the University of 
Buffuio^for the Seseion of 1864-5. 

A new Opthalmoscope,for Photographing the Posterior Internal surface 
of the living Eye; with an outline of the Theory of the ordinary 
Opihalmoscope. By A. M. Rossbruob, M. D. Bead before the Can- 
adian Institute, January 16<A, 1864. 



BuBvs.— The best treatment of boras and ficalds was introduced by Dr. 
Kentisb, of 3rnto], about half a century ago^ and consistB in the use of 
stinralating applications to the injured aur&oe. Dr« Skey has fully tested 
this treattment for a number of yean, in a great number of cases, and leels 
convineed after using all other methods, which are supposed to soothe, 
allay, or calm the pain, and believes that any one trying the two plans, 
will adopt the etimulating treatment As an instance he gives the follow- 
ing: Five were brought into the hospital at one time, severely burnt by an 
explosion of gas. One died immediately, the remaining four were badly 
b^rnt about the face, chest, and arms. The face and chest of each man 
were crashed with a solution of ten graios of nitrate of silver. To the 
arms was applied the celebrated Carron, or boiled oil Twenty-four hours 
elapsed, and on inquiry whether the patients were suffering any pain, each 
made the same reply, "I am easy everywhere, except in the hands and 
arms." The oil was removed, the solution was applied, and relief followed 
immediately. The solution may be applied at any time, so long as the 
pain remains. Ten or fifteen, grainsj to an ounce of water for an adult*^ 
five to seven for a child, is the strength employed. — London Lancets 



State of Ubikb in Hkpatzc Disiabx.-— Dr. Eiselt, of Prauge, has 
called attention to the fact that in cases of melanotic cancer of the liver, 
the true nature of the 'aflection may be sometimes discovered during life, 
by the presence of melanine in the patient's urines Such urioe, when left 
for some boars exposed to the air, becomes of a dark hue^ even as dark as 
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porter. Frerichs has shown that the two' substaoGes tyrodne and leadne, 
which ware formerlj only known to the ecientinc chemist, are invariably to 
be found in the urioe of patients laboring under acute or yellow atrophy 
of the liver. — Braithwaite, 



Report, of Deaths in the City of Buffalo for the month of AprUy 1864. 

Abscess, 1; Accident, 3; do. by burn, 3; do. by drowning, 10; Apo- 
plexy, 1; Bronchitis, 3; Cancer stomach, %\ Consumption, 1(5; Convul- 
sions, 9; Croup, diphtheritic, 4; Croup, 2; Debility, 3; Dentition, 1; 
Diarrhoea, 1; Disease of the brain, 3; do. heart, 3; da liver, 1; Diphthe- 
ria, 4; Dropsy, 2; Effects of fro«t bite, 1; Empyema, 1; Erysipelas, 2; 
Fever, 1 ; do. puerperal, 4 ; do. puerperal hysteria, 1 ; do. scariet, 5 ; do* 
typhoid, 10; Haemorrhage from lungs, 1; Inflammation of Brain, 1; do. 
brain and meninges, 3; do. lungs, 0; do. lungs typhoid, 4; do. veins of 
womb, 1 ; Intemperance, 3 ; Intussusception, 1 ; Marasmus, 4 ; Ovarian 
Tumor, 1 ; Old age, 2 ; Paralysi^ 1 ; Pyiemia, 2 ; Scrofula, 1 ; Suicide, 
(poison^) 1; Tabes Mesenlerica, 2; Ulceration in Bowels, 1 ; Unknown, 3; 
Urs&mia, 1 ; Still-born, 5. Males 77. Females, 67. 
^ Locality. — City at large, 128; HoapiUl of Sisters of Charity, 8; Buf- 
falo General Hospital, 1; Catholic Foundling Asylum,. 3; Protestant Or- 
phan ^Vsylum, 1 ; Erie County Alms House, 3. 

By whom Certified, — By Regular Physicians at Public Institution!*, 16: 
by Regular Physicians in city at large, 74; by Irregular Practitioners, 16; 
by Coroner, 18; by Undertakers, 20. ToUl, 144. 

Savdford Eabtm AN, M. D., Mtfulth Ph^^sidan. 



Action ot Quinikb. — That quinine is a tonic '[ hnve long bnd reason 
to doubt Quantities of this valuable drug appear to me to be annuNlly 
wasted in administering it in all sorts of affections as a simple means uf in- 
creasing appetite or communicating strength. • I consider it a vegetable al- 
kaloid, which, like others of its class, operates on special parts of the ner- 
vyus system through the blood-vessels. Why it does so*We are ignoranL 
That vegetable poisons do possess this influence constitutes an ultimate fact 
in the science of therapeutics. But in a similar manner to that in which 
opium operates on the brain, strychnine and hemlock on the spina! cord, 
and other drugs operate on other parts of the nervous system : so, I be- 
lieve, quinine acts on the ganglionic system of nerves, controlling and 
diminishing those phenomenas of fever which physiology has proved to be 
produced by their irritatiod or injury. — {J, Hughee Bennett) Lancet. 
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ART. I. — Surgical Diseasei of Women — GfrasiuUUion and Ulceration of 
Cervix UUri—BY 3. F. Minbr, M. D. ' * 

Surgical Diseases of WomeD, so-called, include a loDg list of the more 
common and more . important diseases of females; diseases which are 
mainly local in character, and which require for treatment local applications 
rather than general medication. It will he the ohject to consider hrieflj 
some of these diseases, their causes, pathological conditions and the means 
which we possess for their relief or cure. This will he done with the view 
of separating the valuable from the worthless, and reducing the mass of 
mixed truth and error which has accumulated to more consistent and 
available proportions. Inquiries from correspondents constantly impress 
the belief that though much has been written upon this subject, still 
practitioners are not able readily to determine what may, and what may 
bot, be done for the relief of many of the conditions included under this 
head ; there is perhaps more difficulty in ascertaining what may not prop- 
erly be attempted, than what may, and a constant distrust is manifested, 
induced mainly by the feeling that some plan of cure, or article of appli- 
cation or instrument for appliance, is successful in other hands, which in 
their own is injurious. 

There are great difierences of opinion among medical men upon the 
subject of uterine diseases, one class holding that the actual lesions of this 
organ have not an independent origin, but are the result of diseases of 
other organs, or of the general system, and that the accompanying symp- 
toms usually present in actual disease of the uterus do not depend upon 
this disease at all, and may be removed by attention to the general iystem 
or without any treatment especially directed to the condition of the uterus, 
vou 3, ^q. 12—56. 
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On the other hand it is held, that the diseases of the uterus exercise im- 
mense iDfiiience over the whole system through the spinal nerves; 
and that the only ratioaa] and successful method of cure, is found in 
measures adapted to rectify the diseased condition of this organ. This 
latter class either hold that the sympathetic influence of this organ is only 
manifested when inflamed or ulcerated, or maintain that the inflammation 
and ulceration are of slight, if of any importance, and that the whole 
difficulty arises from some sort of displacement. Inflammation, ulceration, 
metritis, endo metritis and the various vernona constitute the pathological 
conditions upon which hang the great burden of female woes, according to 
the views of both parties who believe in independent local change. It is 
not with the view of taking sides in these controversies, that the opinions of 
authors have been mentioned, but with the hope of remaining impartial 
and of presenting the results of experience and observation unbiased by 
prejudice. It may be well however to say in passing, that unquestionably 
neither of the parties referred to are wholly correct, the truth laying 
between, rather than at either extreme, and extending somewhat on both 
sides. It can hardly be doubted that general conditions of the system do 
sometimes predispose to uterine irritation and inflammation, certainly it will 
not be denied that uterine diseases disappear under favorable general influ- 
ences and without any local medication. That the subsidence of local 
disease is due to improvement in general health and vigor oflben appears 
probable, and, this has led some to suppose that the local legion was (he 
eflect of tj^iMieral disease, springing from it as a cause and depending upon 
its removal as a cure. To commence the treatment of manifest local 
change by the administration of medicine, which, to say the least, is of 
doubtful influence even over the general system, and to trust exclusively to 
this, as the main and only available means of cure, is shutting our eyes to 
palpable truth and combatting disease with uncertain weapons, while the 
instrumentB of control are within our grasp. Before estimating however 
the value of our remedies, either local or general, we should remember 
that nature, with an Almighty power, is operating to restore health by infla- 
ences which we do not fully understand, but having definite laws and work- 
ing successful issues, which we often erroneously ascribe to our remedies. 

Congestion, inflammation, ulceration — diflerent stages of the same orig- 
inal disease, with its sub-divisions into endo-metritis, endo-cervlcites, com- 
plicated by the flexions and versions, express the morbid conditions present 
in almost all cases — ^in at least the great majority of mstances of uterine 
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dwease. In^aznniatioQ then, in its various stages and locations with its 
compjicatioDs, is the disease the treatment of which has given rise to a 
specialty in practice, and been thought difficult of detection and stubborn of 
cure. Of course various other diseases are also included in the scope of 
such speciaity when presented, but the treatment of this one, constitutes so 
large a proportion of the cases presented that the others are only excep- 
tional, and come nearly as much within the scope of the general practi- 
tioner of medicine and surgery as of the uterine specialist. 

A)! that is known of this disease-^its causes, diagnosis and treatment — 
may be acquired by every physician with the greatest ease. It is not 
obscure and uncertain in its general symptoms, while its local conditions 
are plain and obvious; even the inexperienced practitioner may readily 
distinguish its nature, and properly administer to its cure. It is principally 
with the view to simplify and render more plain a large class of cases over 
which hangs, or has been supposed to hang some mystery, that this article 
IS written. These diseases have indeed been obscured by the curtain of 
false mpdesty, sometimes, alas ! by prejudice and indolence, but aside from 
this, there is no intrinsic difficulty of diagnosis, and the treatment is more 
simple and successful than in most of the diseases which depend in any 
degree upon medication for favorable termination. ' 

It will appear remarkable that so many different conditions should be 
classed under one general head and considered in any degree as one disease ; 
but a little reflection and experience it is believed will convince of the pro- 
priety and consistency of such view. We sometimes meet cases of dis- 
placement, retroversion for instance, without any accompanying inflamma- 
tion, but these cases are comparatively rare, and when found are of little 
importance, since retroversion without inflammation is productive of no 
inconvenience other than arises from pressure upon the rectum, nerves or 
blood vessels, and, in some instances this is not cause of complaint. Pas- 
sive, subacute or chronic inflammation is the almost universal form ob- 
served, while acute inflammation is rarely seen, except after labor, abortion, 
or the sudden arrest of menstruation, and will not be considered at present 
only in its relation to subsequent chronic disease. 

When >it was discovered that the uterus sometimes had versions and 
flexions, it was at once imagined that everything was explained. If 
Simpson's sound demonstrated version or flexion, diagnosis was complete 
and wholly satisfactory; patient and doctor rested from further investi- 
gation; we wish we might add, from further interference. The os uteri 
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was tender, and irritable, cervical canal open, and granular, and numer- 
ons general and local evidences of uterine disease present, but the one 
word *' retroversion" included everything, and at the same time indi- 
cated necessity of rectifying the mal-position. Here commenced the pres- 
sary age. Now, when its use has nearly passed away, or is much more 
confined to its legitimate scope, is a poor time to speak of its abuse; 
it is well however sometimes to confess our errors even if too late to rectify 
their injuries. The pressary system of practice is not so completely aban- 
doned that estimation of its benefits may not be useful, nor is retrovernofij 
anUversiany etc. so well understood that it is not constantly regarded as 
the primary uncomplicated disease; suflScient in itself to account for every 
conceivable uterine symptom. It is well understood that great difilsrenoes 
of opinion prevail upon these points, with men of equal ability and experi- 
ence. This will not appear remarkable when we reflect upon the nature of 
these diseases, and their terminations under different and opposite plana of 
. treatment We are, no doubt, sometimes misled, by nature accomplishing 
curesy while yet vigorously opposed by remedies. 

Having already trespassed upon the reader by the length of our prelim- 
inary remarks, we proceed to give in brief the aymptomf, cataes, locai 
change$, and treatment for chronic inflammation of the uterus. 

General Symptoms of Uterine Inflammation, — These are ezce^ngly 
numerous and varied; all diseases of the uterus affect other and distant 
organs in greater or less d^ree, and these sympathetic disturbances are 
greatly similar in character, whatever may be the nature of the uterine 
affection. Diseases of this organ, the most dissimilar produce the same 
general symptoms, and consequently diagnosis cannot be made from these 
indications alone. Most, or all, of the functions of the general system are 
more or less interfered with; many times the slighter lesions producing 
the severer constitutional disturbances. The stouuich is perhaps more fre- 
quently affected than any other oirgau« We see it in pregnancy and in 
every form of uterine disease. We have anorexia and voracity, sometimes 
loathing of food, or great desire for the most disgusting articles; nausea 
and frequent vomiting; indigestion, and all the numerous forms of discom- 
fort which attend dyspepsia. Bowels are constipated or relaxed; dejections 
natural and proper, or watery, profuse, deficient, dry or hard. Mucous 
diarrhoea is often observed, and the bowels are distended by gas, and dis- 
turbed by its passage from one part of the bowels to another; distension 
of the abdomen is often so great as to induce the belief of pregnancy. 
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Of all the condiiioQ8 of the bowela not one exerts so prejudicial influence 
over local disease as large faecal accumulation, which sometimes seems to be, 
and perhaps is, the cause of the uterine disease, rathet than caused by it 
Iq cases of retroversion, obstruction of the bowels is sometimes caused bj 
the pressure. The bowels are necessarily much influenced by the secretion 
from the liver, and this organ is thought to be often affected in its action by 
sympathetic influence and stimulated to profuse secretion of bile or ren- 
dered torpid in its action, inducing deficiency. These conditions of the 
liver, though often present, are not so certainly traced to uterine disorder as 
most of the disturbances we include under the heul of general symptoms 
of uterine disease. ^ 

The heart is disturbed in its action nearly as frequently perhaps as any 
organ, and the advice of the physician is often asked from apprehension of 
. organic disease. Palpitation and pain in the praecordial region are the more 
common symptoms complained of, though intermission in the heart beat, 
and great irregularity in the distribution of the blood are often observed ; 
these symptoms are paroxysmal, and generally induced by some unusual 
excitement. It is quite common to find the feet and hands cold, and see 
them remain so for hours, while the face is flushed, head hot, and perhaps 
also other parts of the system ; the he^t extending down the spine, and 
being especially complained of in the lumbar region. Many other dis- 
turbances in the circulatory system are occasionally observed ; the force of 
the heart is sometimes so lessened, that alarming symptoms are produced 
b^ fright, surprife, grief, or other emotions. 

The kidneys are particularly liable to sympathetic disturbance, and the 
urine to become profuse and limpid, or scanty and highly charged with the 
salts, which may be in proper proportions, or one may be in undue quan- 
tity in relation to the others. The urine is often secreted in small quantity 
and its discharge attended by pain. It fs often retained and great disten- 
sion of the bladder produced unless attention is directed to its condition. 
In some cases extension of inflammation to the bladder and urethra cause 
great pain in micturition or immediately after, though this is often com- 
plained of* when there is no ground to suppose that the pain is from 
inflammation, but is sympathetic merely, 

There is great sensitiveness in many parts ; the bowels are tender and 
sensitive on pressure, the surface generally appears sensitive, particulariy is 
this noticable in the spinal r^on ; pressure upon the vertebrae causes pain 
in so great d^ree that physicians have been misled by this symptom alone. 



450 



SURGICAL DISEASES OF WOMEN, dC, BT J. F. mSKK M. D. 



"Spinal irritation" or ** spinal disease," has been found in thousands of 
instances, when a better acquaintance with the symptoms of uterine inflam- 
maiion or congestion, would have led to a more correct diagnosis. This 
disease is not as fashionable now as formerly, when to the error of diagno- 
sis was added the barbarity of practice common in the days of religious 
persecution; they were cupped, leeched, blistered, pustulated ;_bumed, in a 
word they were "burned, torn by wild beasts, sawn asunder, persecuted, 
tormented ;" thjey were not cured, though they sometimes recovered from 
the disease, and more remarkable still, from the effects of treatment 

The nervous system suffers most in uterine affections, and through it are 
produced some of the most severe and troublesome complications. Spasms 
and hystericcl convulsions are apt to appear upon unusual excitement; 
they are distressing symptoms of uterine disorder, are exceedingly varied in 
form and severity, and shdw great irritability of the nervous system. 
These symptoms show themselves in paroxysms, which are often repeated. 
The menial faculties are greatly affected during the existence of nterine 
disease ; this has been noticed in rare instances ever since uterine disease 
has been recognized; recently attention is more than ever directed to 
this point It is now being claimed by some special workers in uterine 
pathology that insanity in women is caused by inflammation, irritation, or 
other uterine disease, in a large majority of cases. There can be no doubt 
that the sexual and uterine system exert a great influence over the mentil 
operations, while it is equally certain that insanity cannot with our present 
modes of investigation be traced back to tangible, local, organic change in 
the uterus or appendages in a majority of cases. Puerperal mania is 
sometimes complicated with uterine inflammation or irritation, with patu- 
lous ulcerated or granular condition. of the neck and os uteri; two cases are 
now under treatment in the Buffalo Asylum with this condition. But 
mania is oflen present when no known method of examination can detect 
any uterine change, and when these conditions are found, it is no^ easy to 
estimate the dependence of insanity tipon it, as a cause. These conditions 
may even bd present and apparently cured by local applications, the insan- 
ity at the same time gradually passing away, and still the evidence is only 
presumptive that insanity was caused by the uterine condition or cured by 
its removal. Puerperal mania terminates favorably according to statisties 
in great majority of instances, and has done so without our once even look- 
ing for any local change in the uterus. This may be accounted^ for 
in the great tendency of such acute cases of disease to terminate 
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•poaUneoudj id recovery. There . seeras to be a wonderful ,rolatioD 
between the sexual system and the intellectua] ; the mind is no doubt 
grefttly influenced in its operations by conditions of this system which 
we do not understand. Mania is caused, or there is reason to believe 
it caused, by functional derangements of the uterine system, much more 
frequently than organic Cases are not rare, where chlorotic girls have 
violent mania which subsides and forever disappears upon the appearance of 
the menstrual secretion and general improvement of the system. Mania is 
Sometimes observed in girls at puberty, and often in women at the cessa- 
tion of menstruation. Unnatural excitement from masturbation and exces- 
sive indulgence in sexual connection or unnatural chastity are common 
causes of insanity. Insanity is sometimes associated with inflammation, 
congestion and ulceration of the uterine neck, and it appears probable 
that such local disease acts in some cases at least as a principal cause of 
the mania. 

There are a great many other sympathetic disturbances of the general 
system; indeed it is remarkable how numerous and varied are the general 
symptoms of uterine disorder. They require to be understood, though very 
little definite knowledge of the specific disease can be learned from them ; 
they simply point to didturbance of the uterine system as their source and 
cause, but do not indicate the form of disease present. 

Local Symptoms of Uierine InJlammationn*^Fi,m and heat in the 
sacral r^on ; tenderness in the lower portion of the abdomen ; discomfort 
in assuming erect position; feeling of weight in the i>elvis; leucorrhoea; 
paiuful micturition ; deranged menstruation ; to which may be added the 
conditions observed in the cervix . and os uteri, viz : entailment, conges- 
tion, abrasion of the mucous membrane, ulceration, induration, softening, 
tenderness, atrophy the result of inflammation, and the various displace- 
ments and versions. Thes^ conditions are caused by inflammation in the 
body or neck of the uterus, which may eflect the mucous membrane in any 
portion, or may extend to the sub-mucous tissues. ^ 

The more common causes of this inflammatory action «r pregnancy, 
aborUons and labor, severe exercise, cold, constipation, suppressed menstrua- 
tion, sexual indulgence, to which might be added other, and l^ss easily 
traced, but not less operative causes. 

JieaiM of Diagnosis. — At the present time there is nrf excuse for neg- 
lecting physical examination in cases of supposed disease of the^terus, hj 
which we may arrive at positive knowledge of the extent and nature of 
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these affections. It is a low and imperfectly educated female, who objects, 
when suflferiog from such disease, to a careful and thorough examination, 
and it is a fastidious, flimsy, unmanly, ignorant and incapable physician 
who consents to continue the care of females with the general symptoms of 
uterine disturbance, without instituting such examination. It should be 
done thoroughly, by good light, in proper position, with suitable instro- 
ment«t; at the same time it should.be done with the reserve of a gentleman 
and the delicacy of a true physician. 

By ihe touch we may learn the condition of the rectum, if free from 
hemorrhoidal tumors or faecal accumulations; the bladder, if it is inflamed 
or contains calculous or other foreign substance; the whole pelvis, if it 
contain tumors or any sort of unusual conditions. Especially we may learn 
the condition of the uterus, its position, shape of the neck and body, sen- 
sitiveness,^ hardness, patulence of the os, and if from the os or cervix are 
protruding any unnatural growths ; the weight of the organ may be also 
estimated. 

With the speculum, (which should always be used of as large size as the 
case will admit,) we shall be able to see many conditions of disease, and 
to make direct application to surfaces which are thus fully exposed. We 
shall see irritable, bleeding, granular, ulcerated surfaces, patulous, indurated, 
or otherwise diseased conditions, which depend upon congestion and 
inflammation as a cause. The most common lesion, that is the stage of 
inflammation in which advice of physician is most oflen asked^ it* that of 
congestion of the neck, with enlargement and tenderness, and a granular 
abraded mucous membrane. This inflammation not only appears upon the 
neck, but almost invariably extends more or less within the cervical canal, 
and even may involve the whole lining of the uterus, though this is 
believed to be quite rare. 

This granular condition has been called ** ulceration of the neck, or os 
uteri," but granulation is more descriptive of the appearance and more 
truthful of the pathological change. This epithelial disease is the most 
common form, find is met in practice more frequently than all others com- 
bined. As the disease progresses the papillae increase in size and lengih, 
and the diseased patches appear raised above the lurrounding healthy 
tissues. These diseased surfaces are seen covered ii. ibeir first and milder 
stages with yellow mucus, which ^ inflammation progresses in severity' 
becomes mixed With pus, or is mainly purulent in character; these sur- 
faces also bleed upon the slightest provocation. Yellow lencofrhcea is 
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iudioative of this conditioo, and is *probably never present without having 
some sacfa origin ; though it is said that such granular surfaces are some- 
times drj, and furnish no such product. 

With the sound we may learn the size and length of the cervical canaj 
and uterine cavity, and the position of th^ uterus; may determine if the 
organ is flexed or retroverted. We may also judge of intra- uterine 
growths or extra uterine attachments or connections with pelvic tumors. . 
With this condition of ccngeation or inflammation will also be found ver- 
siont andflemonif which are believed to depend upon it as a cause, though 
veraions may accrue from oiher causes, and not necessarily produce great 
harm; it is not very unoommon to meet with mal-positions of the uterus 
whieh are yet productive of little inconvenience; are corrected occasionally 
by pregnancy and return again after delivery. The almost universal eflect 
of congestion and inflammation is to increase the weight of the womb, and 
thereby depress below its natural level. Other causes besides the increase 
in weight may tend to this result. 

WAai are our m$(m8 of cure? — When there is evidence of inflamma- 
tion of the mucous membrane only, a judicious use of caustics and astrin- 
g^ts will be the most effective treatment which can be adopted. If the 
inflammation extends to the deeper structures, and is more active in charac- 
ter other means may be premised, since the caustic and astringent applica- 
tions are found useful mainly when the disease is primarily of the mucous 
membrane, or has extended from it to the deeper tissues, if they are 
involved. In the early and more active stage, 5a/A9 and mild saline cathar- 
Oct are often useful in subduing the inflammation and relieving pain pre- 
paratory for local applications. The sitz bath, composed of tepid water, 
and used twice daily, is often servicable, and should be at least mentioned 
as a means of allaying^ the earlier urgent symptoms. The temperature of 
the water may be gradually lowered from tepid to cold, as is found most 
agreeable and useful 

The caustics and astringents most in use are nitrate of silver, persul- 
phate and perchloride of iron, acid nitrate of mercury, chloric and nitric 
acid, iodine^ caustic potassa, and actual cautery. Of these, the nitrate 
of silver is the almost universal remedy, and though it sometimes does 
harm, and cannot be used, and sometimes fails altogether, still it will 
so geilerally answer the purpose that it may well be regarded as the stand- 
ing remedy to be discarded only when it fails, or produces injurious effects. 
The great majority of cases are Bttc^esst'iflly treated by the judicious appli- 
voL. 3, yo. 1 2-^-57. 
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cation of this remedy alone. It shoald be applied In adlid stiek, to the 
granular surface, which should previously be wiped free from secretiofu. 
This application should be made as frequently as the activity of the disease 
renders n^essary, As an ordinary rule nitrate of silver may be applied 
once a week ; to this rule however there are frequent Exceptions. The 
application should be made to the whole diseased surface, extending 
up the cervical canal and upon the mucous membrane of the cervix, and 
should be continued until the disease has entirely disappeared; three 
months is not a long time for the treatment of granulations or nlcerationa 
upon the uterine neck. Nitrate of silver often seems to produce bad effects 
when first applied ; there is more pain, greater amount of discharge, and 
in severe cases blood is mixed with the mucus, or the blood may be to 
much in quantity as to mask the mucus, and the patient appear to have 
hemorrhage; sometimes patients think they are menstruating. A die- 
charge then of bloody serum or blood mixed with secretions is common 
from the effects of nitrate of silver. This will soon subside, and should not 
be regarded as unfavorable. Pains also in the back and disturbanees of 
the stomach are not unusual or unfavorable symptoms ;'they subside with- 
out producing serious harm. 

When from extension of disease to the deeper tissues, or from other 
causes nitrate of silver is not successful, and more powerfully stimulant or 
caustic impression is desired, we may hasten the c^re and produce favorable 
change by more active agents. Chromic acid Is a favorite remedy, may be 
safely and usefully applied in the . severe cases of irritation, where the sur 
^ace is spongy, irritable and vascular. Nitric acid, caustic potaasa, and 
actual cautery are sometimes useful when the milder and less formidable 
applications fail. The actual cautery since the invention of anaesthesia has 
W many of its horrors, and is of great service in some instances. It ean 
be used without great risk and controlled in its action, and on this aoouats 
has advantages over the strong acids and potassa. 

In cases of flexion and veraiany what means have we of reetiffing the 
condition ? We can introduce the titerine sound, and if there is not dilata- 
tion of the uterine cavity, so that the sound turns in it, we may replace 
the womb in natural position, and require our patient to retain the recum- 
bent posture, but this may be repeated as long as we please, and will never 
permanently rectify the flexion. That practice, of which we sometimes 
hear, where physicians armed with the uterine probe, replace from time te 
time what they denominate a <<retroverted" or <'retroflexed ntems," 
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*< patting the uterus back ia its plaoe^" is of bo benefit to the patient, and 
a di^raoe to the physician. FJexion of the uterine neck may sometimes 
be prsvented by indooing congestion and swelling, bnt vendon will still 
eontinne^ and the condition is made worse rather than better. 

Shall we attempt any form of pessary ? There are sterm pesBaries which, 
if earefoUy introduced, will retain the organ in upright position, but they 
produce great discomfort, increase the irritation, and sometimes induce 
aente inflammation. They are occasionally tried by practitionere, but are 
Qsoally soon abandoned as more troublesome than the disease. 'Then there 
are a great variety of other instruments all having the view to elevate the 
uterus from its depressed situation, and of forming a support upon which 
it may resU If the womb is congested and rests upon the perineum in 
greater degree than natural, it will be diflScult to show why it may not as 
comfortably be sustained there, as upon a riug, air bog, or other substance 
foragn to the parts, which is itself resting upon the same base, thus consti- 
tuting at best a mere wedge. All pessaries are liable to produce more or 
less irritation of the mucus membrane, and increase of uterine disease, and 
it requires care to use them so as not to do great harm. Occasional cases 
of great prolapse may be supported in thii way, but flexion and version 
are rarely if ever corrected by this means. Flexion or version connected 
with irritation, congestion, or ulceration, may reasonably be regarded a, 
dependhig upon this disease, and the plai^ object in treatment will be to 
remove the (fondition upon which it depends. 

Possibly these instruments may occasionally have proved useful, but 
there is another explanation of their modus operandi than the one usually 
given by the inventor, Vind acted upon by the preacriber. Their introduc- 
tion may have a stimulating efiect upon the old and indolent action, substi- 
tuting a new and temporary inflammation, which may be recovered from, 
for an old and morbid one, which might last for years. 

The importance of flexions and versions of the womb has been greatiy 
exaggerated. It is much more remarkable that it should submit to 
beiog daily refJaeed, tipped, twisted and turned by means of the uterine 
sottnd, thm that it should remain flexed or retroverted with comparative^ 
inpunity. Believing that the di^acement theory is a great fallacy, and 
being disgusted with the speculation in popular favor and prejudice, which 
hae been sueoessfnlly prosecuted by appeals which aflect so forcibly the 
popalar mind, protest and denial is a duty and a privilege. Dislocation of 
the womb, by those who know no better, may be regarded as suflleient to 
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Booount for uBtold pBins and Bches, and has been noade a pretext for anj 
amount of unneoeaaarj and injurious treatment. 

Not to be misunderstood, it may be well to say, that there is no doubt 
of the existence of the Tarions flexions and versions; Uiat their causes are 
obvious, and generally acknowledged. It may also be well to state that 
sudden flexion or vermon has been induced by fails or unusual exertion and 
replaced with permanent restoration by position, aided by the hand intio- 
duoed into the vagina. The importance and necessity of replacing a retro- 
verted uteres, if it occur in the third or fourth month of pr^nancy is well 
understood. These and similar exceptional cases, are not at all considered 
in the statements concerning flexion and version, and our means of rectifying 
such positions. 

Successful management of uterine disease, depends upon^a correct and 
common-sense regulation of food, air, clothing, exercise, and repose, as well 
as the proper application of local or specific remedies. The experienced 
practitioner is fully aware of the importance and necessity of attention to 
the details of treatment, and will not n^lect attention to the genera] sys' 
tem, and strict regulation of the habits of life. 

I{ ulcerative disease has lasted for years under varying circumstancesy 
perhaps wholly undetected, and improperiy treated, it will be presumption 
to promise a speedy ( ure, but even under the most adverse conditions we 
should indulge largely in hope; there are few cases in which we may not 
entertain high expectations of cure, if we can inspire confidence and cour- 
age. Perseverance in treatment will not be continued, unless we can give 
assurance of ultimate success; and treatment should be commenced with 
the understanding that we are confident of recovery, though it may be 
long delayed. 



ART. H— Three Ca$e$ of Oun-Shot Wound of Bladder. By the laU 
W. H. BuTLBR, Acting Atnstant Surgeon, Ui S. A, 

FibrinouB Thickening of Bladder. — Charles Wolver, aged 20, private 

Co. ^^H," 24th New York Volunteers, was wounded at Centreville, Aagoat 

dOth, 1862, by a musket ball entering abovo pubis and one inch to right 

of median line, passing obliquely to the lefb-and downward, coming out foar 

nches above coccyx and three inofaes to the left of median liae. Entered 

hospital September 1st Posterior wonnd dosed when he entered the house. 

From the anterior wound urine baa almost constantly flowed, akboogli a 

flexible catheter has been placed in the urethra from the beginaing. Pulse 
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1^6. DHBeulty hu been experienced is paaBing the catheter, which was 
eTCOtttalij overcome by withdrawing the stjkt gradaally after the catheter 
paand trader the piibia^ giving it an upward tilt on the inner end. Pnlse 
110 to 125 moetof the time nnce. Treatment^cleanlineeB, good diet, 
beef tea, meat broth, etc.; opium in full xloaea. Boweb confined until 
September 9th, when the tongue became thickened and coated, and he 
complained of oppression in his bowels. ]^ Enema warm water; a mod- 
erate evacuation followed ; no pus or blood. 

10th. — Has marked jaundice. Q; Mass by drag. gr. vi.; follow in six 
hours oleum ridni | i. Had a free and painless evacuation. 

. 11th. — ^Yinum i^bum, ovum vitellus Na 1, every 4 hours; pulv. ipec. 
comp. gr. xij. S. quinia gr, xii, mass hydrag. gr. vij. bed- time; was quiet». 
until the latter part of the oight, when he became restless and delirious. 

12th. — Pulse 120 and weaker. ^ Milk punch, ^ iv. every 1^ hours 
\)eef essence, etc 6 P. M. ^ Tinct. opii. 3 iv. spis. vini gallici ^ i. sig. ' 
1 teaspoonful every hour till he sleeps. Spits up dots of blood to-night, 
and has some through the day; respirations accelerated, pulse 140; he 
gradually failed, and died 8 A. M., September 13th, living 14 days with 
this serious wound, which seemed almost hopeless from the beginning. The 
jaundice seemed to be almost' immediately developed after the first evacua- 
tion, of the bowels. This might have been accidental, and probably was. 

Post mortem 3 hours after death by Drs. Butler and Eennon, Mr. Fuller 
present Appearance of body very yellow and emaciated, i Rigor mortis 
weH marked, bowels tympanic^ eyes sunken, sugillation well marked on the 
back, neck and thighs, Pupils markedly dilated; external appearance 
of wound very dark and dry. Found on cutting through abdominal walls 
slight fracture of superior part of pubis, some small pieces of bone being 
detached. The ball entering on the upper and to the right side of the 
bladder, ulceration had taken place to conuderable extent beneath the par- 
ieties of abdomen and to the right of bladder. A small piece of bone was 
driven into the bladder from the os pubis. Walls of the bladder thickened 
at least an inch and its capacity lessened, say one half. The ball passed 
through the left side of bladder and through upper part of ischiatio not^h. 
Onter wound completely closed, and could not be forced open. Lungs 
normal anteriorly; left lobes covered with plastic lymph, and cavity of 
chest filled with serum, (of a pale yellow color,) and the Pericardiom also 
filled with terom. Liver mncfa enlarged, estimated to weigh six pounds; 
kidneys norma); spleen congested. Heart normal externally; on opening 
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the eatitie^ fomid tkMH all fiUed with thiek and tanaeiooi fibriiiovs banda; 
this was particnlarlj marked in the right aancle, the raasa on being romor^d 
taking loasts of the vaina well up into the head; walk of nsoal thieknes. 
Some clotted blood on left yentricle, mixed with the flbrine or lying over 
it; stomaeh and iateatiBeB heakhy. 

Gunr$hai WwiMd thraupk JSbMUer.««-John Mahay, age 19, i>rivato Ca 
H, lOlst N. Y. Vok, waa wounded at the battle of Ball Run, Aoguat 29» 
1Q62, the ball entering the crest of the pubis about an inch to .the right of 
the symphysis and pauing directly through the bladder in a downward and 
outward direction, making its exit between the spine of iaehium and coccyx. 
Several piec^ of bone have at different periods passed through the urethra^ 
and although he has never been perfectly free from pain, sometimes of the 
most severe character, his appetite and strength continued remarkably good 
up to a late period. 

I The wounds made by the entrance and exit of the ball would close up 
for a longer or shorter period and again open and discharge urines pus and 
blood ; and when urinating that fluid would pass quite as freely through 
these fistulas as through the urethra. Generally urinated freely, but never 
without pain referred to the penis and perioeum, at times very severe, the 
urine always albuminous, muco-purulent or bloody, and in considerable 
quantities. 

During the early part of the treatment, a catheter was retained in the 
bladder, and the attempt has been made at different periods to introduce it« 
but was attf iidod with so much suffering that the patient was unable to 
endure it; it never seemed to be of much benefit Has suffered 8e?ere 
pain referred to the kidneys at different periods, which was allayed by cup- 
ping, warm fomentations and opiates. 

About six weeks ago be was placed under the influence of ether, and 
the anterior opening dilated, through which an irregular shaped piece of 
bone was extracted, and at the same time a s^one was distiuctJy felt, but it 
was not deemed prudent to operate for its removal at that time, since which 
time, however, he has been gradually failing, and died on the evening of 
the 24th instant. 

Autopsy the foUowiug day, when it was discovered that the course of 
the ball varied but little from the foregoing description; the bladder greatly 
contracted, and the walls or coats three-eighths of an inch thick, and its 
cavity nearly filled by two stones weighing 3 ij. grs. x, and 5 ij« grs. Ivi. 
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^»«3 vi« gr. ▼& ; Mrreml peoei of oeetoted bone renaof ed from point of 
«xit of ball* $ 

SheroMm E. Peny, ago 27, private Oa << K,*" 16th N. Y.Yola. Wonad- 
ed at the battle of Salem Chureh, near Frederickebn^hy Ya., late in the 
afternoon of May 8d, 1863, body inclined forward when he was atmck by 
a conical ball, wfaidi first paaeed through his canteen and then entered the 
body abont half way between the anterior superior spinous process of ilium 
and the symphasn pubis, and two inches below a line drawn from one an- 
terior superior spine of the ilium to the other at a point corresponding to 
the inguinal canal, passing downwards, backwards and to the right, 
through the right side of scral bone, and making its exit midway between 
the sacro-coccygeal articulation and the great trochanter of the right femur 
He fell to the ground when struck, but soon got up and walked some 40 
rods to the rear, where he entered a small house. He lost considerable 
blood the first twenty -four hours, and thinks the bladder was about half' 
full when the ball entered, judging from the time he last urinated. I 
ought to have said that the ball lodged at a point above described as the 
^t, from which spot it was extracted on the 4tb day by a surgeon of the 
121«t New York, who attended to the case until the 12tb, at which time 
he was taken by the rebels to United States Ford and delivered up to our 
ofiicers, taken across on a pontoon, and then carried in an ambulance to 
Potomac Creek Hospital, and attended to by Surgeon Oakly, of the 6th 
4irroy corps. No urine was passed through the urethra for eight days, but 
blood and urine passed freely through the wound. He remained here 
until the Idth day of June, when he was transferred and admitted into 
Armory Square Hospital, by which time the wound had nearly healed up. 
A flexible catheter was consVintly retained in the bladder for about four 
weeks previous to his admission, and continued for three or four days 
afterwards, about which time, on withdrawing the catheter, a piece of blue 
•cloth immediately followed, which was rolled upon itself and was being 
very nicely encrusted with fine sand, serving as the nucleus for the forma- 
tion of a stone. On the 2l8t of June, and after the introduction of a 
<»theter,'a small, flat piece of bone passed through the uretha. It was 
well known that something still remained in the bladder, from the fact of 
his having pain and diflScuIty in urinating, and at times the urine would 
suddenly cease to flow, which condition of things continued until the 21st 
of July, when he experienced unusual paiA in attempting to urinate, and 
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the cause soon became apparent in the shi^ of a alooey measttriiig about 
three-fourths of an inch long and one-half an inch in ^^buneter, wUdi n- 
senibiea a peanut more than anything else in sue, shape and color. He 
suffered Terj severe pain during its passii^ to the end of peni% frook. 
which place it was extracted with small forceps. Sept 9th«— The eTidenoe- 
of further deposits in the bladder being ocMiduidve and giving the patient 
trouble, Dr. D., W. Blias, suigeon in charge, performed the laleral ofMntio^ 
for stone, and removed a soft calculus of a flat oval in shape, three-ftmrtha 
of an inch long, one-half inch wide and one-fourth inch thioknesa, the na- 
cleus of which seemed to be doth; weight 23 grains. 

Patient made a rapid and complete recovery, and was transferred to New 
York Oct 28, 1863, about which time his term of service expired. 



ART. Ill,— Caw of Gm-Shot Wound, with fracture into the EUww^ 
Joint^Head before Students* Medical Society, Br £. N. B. Qmith, 

John Brunner, Ca B, 49th Regiment, N. Y. Vols., arrived in this city^ 
Thursday, May 19th, had been wounded at the battle of the '•Wilderness,'^ 
May 6th, two weeks previous to his arrival. Dr. Long conducted him to- 
the office of Dr. Miner, who, by request examined the wound. The bally 
a Mini4 had entered the forearm about If inches below the oleeranoA 
process. * 

May 20th, Dr. Miner, accompanied by Drs. Long, Lothrop, Stork, Brown 
and medical students, visited the patient at his home for the purpose of 
making any operaticm the appearance of the joint might indicate. The arm 
was badly swollen from the tips of the fingers to the shoulder, and, judg- 
ing from external aj^arance, the joint was so badly broken up that mudk 
doubt was entertained of saving the arm. Dr. Miner thought best to lay 
open the wound and find out its internal condition, which was done by mak- 
ing an incision about 4 inches in length directly over the external wound. 
The baU had broken off the olecranon process^ shattered the ulna to a dis- 
tance of 2f or 3 inches below its point of entrance, and also fractured th» 
inner condyle of the humerus, not touching the radiusi which retained its 
normal position. Not finding the joint as badly oomminuted as ha ex- 
pected, he removed all the pieces of bone and the ball ; deanaed the wounds 
drew it together, and applied a cold compress; gave morphia sulph f gr. 
to quiet pain when necessary. 
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The priDcipal point of iaterest in this caae in the effort made to save the 
arm, whereas eight or ten years ago it was thought impossible to save a 
limb that had a joint opened or badly injared— conservative surgery in 
aoeh a case as this was considered ont of the question. 

It will be observed that the results of the case are as yet undetermined, 
and possibly the patient may lose his arm, or even his life. Whatever 
may be Hie termination the cvie is an interesting one; and when the result 
is known will contribute onij c;«se towards establishing what courM it is safe 
and best to pursue under ftiinilar circumstances.* 



CORRESPONDENCE. 



\ 



• IS CONSUMPTION EVER CONTAGIOUS, OR COMMUNICATED BY ONE 
PERSON TO ANOTHER, IN ANY MANNER ? 

BT W. JC. CU&NKLL, M. O., LL. D„ PHILADKLPHIA, PKNX 

Dr. H. S, Bowditch, in the Boston Medical and Surgical Journal, 
Vol. ]xx. No. 17, has handled this subject in an able manner, as he does all 
subjects that lie attempts. Dr. B. has had rouch«experience in this disease, 
and his observations are important to the profession. Still, I think he has 
arrived at erroneous conclusions respecting the communicatioa of consump- 
tion from one person to another. I do not say it is conJtaguyus; because, 
strictly speaking, but few diseases are so ; that is, communicated by simple 
Umek^ which is the real derivation of contagious; but, that this disease is 
communicated from one person to another in some way, I have not a 
doubt 

. In a small work which was published in 1850, on ** Consumption Treat- 
ed," I said, ** consumption is contagious. I mean by this, that it can be 
taken by one person from another. The ancient Romans so believed, and 
hence burnt the beds, dothes, furniture, and books of those who had died 
of this disease." Upon this point, I will add only one quotation froth Dr. 
B.V article, which he seems to have gathered from what he calk *^ the 
learned work of Dr. Young." In a note, Dr. B. says, <' Practical and 
Historical Treatise on Consumptive Di-'caaes, by Thomas Young, M. D., 
F. M. S., London, 1815." ' 

Dr. B. continues^ *^ It would seem fn>in Dr. Young^s statements, that all 
the chief authors who, previously to th(* last quarter of the la<»t century, 

* This iMiUent ia rapldl/ recoTering, and the moUoos of the joint ere retained M yet to remwka. 
ble degree. 

vou 3, NO. 12 — 58. 
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treated of the subject, were fall believers in the contagiouanen of consump- 
tion." He then says, ''Aristotle, among the Greeks, GWen, Mortoo, of 
London, 1619; Phiniua, 1728; Morgaoni, 1761, and Wothering in 1776 — 
all these, and, indeed, every other writer of note, believed consumption 
was communicated from one person to another." 

Now, all the use I wish to niake of these writers, and of the general 
opinion held by them is this, old maxims and general opinions of the whole 
medical profession are usually correct If it were so, in this case^ then 
Dr. B.'s conclusion, that consumption is not communicated from one per* 
son to another, is not correcL I like the Doctoc's caution. I am aware 
that it may^be truthfully said, in reply to this remark, that the whole pro- 
fession have often been wrong. This is true. 2%ey were wrong, and 
Jenner right, up^n vaccination. They were wrong, and Harvey right, 
upon the circulation. They were all wrong, in this country, and abroad ' 
who followed Bush, as to his notions of venesections, whom a late eminent 
English physician says, << was peculiarly blood-thirsty." Many other cases 
of a parallel character might be given, but they are not necessary. 

My reply to these cases is, they have not remained under these erroneous 
views for centuries, as the whole profession did respecting consumption, if 
that were an error. The profession soon acknowledged Jenner to be right; 
they soon adopted Harvey's plan of the circulation, and they have now 
almost to a man forsaken the blood-thirsty practice of Rush ; and the pro- 
sumptron is, that the old medical writers would much earlier have aban- 
doned their views of the contagiousness of consumption had not those 
views been correct. At least, I am satisfied that they were. 

A single word may be said here upon Dr. B.*s remarks, as follows: 
'^Ouly two writers of note and of undoubtedly strong minds, and these 
Americans, can be found to defend the proposition of contagiousness. — 
These two writers are nearly at the two extremities of the period named 
under consideration, viz: Benjamiu Rush, 1793, and Drake, 1854." 

/claim to have maintained this opinion, and published it in 1850. — 
But, I may not be a ** writer of note, nor of a strong mind." I am far 
from attributing any intentional noglect to Dr. B. in this case, for two rea- 
sons; the first is, he is not such a man, but of liberal views and always 
above small things ; and the second is, he reported favorably as a commit- 
tee upon inhaling and otherwise using a powder of Nitrate Aigent et Podo- 
phyllum by me, which report was, and still is, referred to in the Dispens- 
atory, mentioning me by name, under the article Argentum. So that I 
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am aatisfied to beliera that it wan a mere oveirught Id Dr. B. in not giviqg 
me eredit here, as formerly. 

One remark may be made respecting the writers of late, referred to by 
Dr. B., who mainuin that oonsomption is not contagious; it is this, most 
of them add, <'it is better not to sleep with a consumptive person." Why 
this caution, if there is no danger? Who would caution a man not to fly 
off to the moon ? Does not such cautioi^ manifest a little want of confi- 
dence in the expressed opinion f One would certainly think so. 

One other remark in passing, which is, old women and old nurses gener- 
ally believe consumption to be contagious. I hear them express this opin- 
ion erery day. It was expresMd by one yesterday, whose wife lately dieid 
of the disease, and whose surviving husband now seems laboring under the 
aame. It may be said, this is but an old woman^s opinion, and is of no 
moi[e value in the argument, than ''Mrs. Winslow's Soothing Syrup" 
would be in this disease. I know all that, and I also know that old women 
first used, and from their first using, many medicines, they were adopted 
by the profession, and thus found their way to being officinal. Take, for 
instance, the best parturient we have, called by them muttercom; by us 
ergot This was long used by the German old mothers, before we used it. 

1 1 ere add the same remarks as before, what everybody says is true; 
or generally has a foundation in fact. We find this verified respecting 
nine-tenths ot the old surgeon's adages. 

One preliminary remark, and then I have some ftteU to adduce. I am, 
as you know, a specialkt, and one of my specialties has long been Phthisis, 
Upon this I have written, and in treating it, as in one other specialty, I 
have had some patients from abroad. I am not purposing to discuss 
specialties here ; but I do mean to do it sometime, as I am sure half the 
profession are wrong upon the subject. 

A young man came to me as a specialistj with phthisis. I inquired, 
were either of your parents consumptive ? The reply was, no. Were 
your grand-parents? No. They both lived to old age. The patient 
added, '< my wife died of consumption, and I was with her, lived with and 
lodged with her, and my mother says I took the consumption from her, 
Now, here was a case in point. He was evidently going in consumption, 
and I could not learn Hhat any of his near blood relatives had died of this 
disease. I think, with his mother, that he took it from his wife; and still, 
I believe wives oftener take it from their husbands. I have a case nearer 
home. I belonged to a consumptive family. My father, mother and an 
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only brother, all died of phthisis; the Utter before he was thirty years oM. 
He married into a healthy family, no member of which, certainly for two 
generatioms both on the father's and m<^ther*s side, had died of consump- 
tion. My brother had the true tuberculous consumption. His wife, always 
healthy and robust, nursed him, lodged with him to the last, and died of 
the same disease within two years of my brother. She certainly had no 
hereditary taint. How do you account for it? I believe she took the 
disease from her husband. 

I have another case in point A young man of my acquaintance^ of a 
consumptive family, married a young hidy in perfect health, who belonged 
to a family not one of which had died of consumption for many years. 
Her grand father on each side and grandmother and parents, were all 
healthy, and her brothers and sisters. Her husband sickened and died of 
phthisis. She lived with him, nursed and slept with him to the last I 
was not her husband's medical attendant; but within a year from the time 
of his death, his widow came to me for medical advice. I found her much 
below the standard of health, in her father's family, with considerable ema- 
ciation, slight *^ hacking coughf^* a& she called it, and all the well known 
symptoms of consumption. She said, ** I am very much as my husband 
was when he was first taken sick, and do you think I could have taken the 
disease from him 9" She died within two years. There is a lai^ family 
of her brothers and sisters^ and every one of them eujoy perfect health, 
and the whole family connection is as free from any tubercular faint as I 
have ever known in any family. 

Now, I d^ not know how to account for these things unless consumption 
is contagious or infectious, I believe it is, and that the ancient physicians 
were right upon this subject^ and that facts in my practice for twenty years 
fully harmonize with this belief. 

I beg leave here to quote a page from my little work upon this subject, 
alluded to above, assuring my readers that my views have uadergone no 
change upon this subject during the fourteen years that have elapsed since 
it was published* namely: *^If a husband or wife has this disease, and the 
healthy companion continues to lodge with the sick one, does the healthy 
one escape the disease ? Many cases of this kind I have known. The 
same is true of a sister, who takes the nursing of, and sleeps with a con- 
sumptive sister. I know it seems hard to the sick that a companion, or a 
jiear friend, should be afraid (as it is termed) to lodge with them. But it 
is the first Uiw of nature to preserve one's self. If the sick mu»t ^vfftr 



unlera the heaithj are thus exposed, the case would be different. But 
such is not the fact They can have all proper and necessary attention, 
without the health of a friend being thus endangered. This breathing the 
air, as it issues from a decayed or decaying lung, and imbibing the perspi- 
ration from a consumptive body, is at the risk of health ^nd life. Who 
has not seen a whole family of sisters, living together, and nursing each 
other, successively follow one another with fearful strides, to the dark and 
silent resting.place, while the one or two who had married eariy and had 
removed from the parental man&ion, have escaped? I have seen many 
such cases.*' 

I might quote still more, all going to show that I had written upon this 
subject, though not recollected by my friend Dr. B, 

And now, Sir, may I call your attention to one other point not exactly 
connected with the one now under discussion, yet still relating to consump- 
tion. In a little book which I published in 1848, I spoke of the use of 
alcohol in consumption, and of preferring to send consumptive patients 
North instead of South. I had never seen either of these ideas in print, 
nor heard them expressed by any one, previous to that time; and I know 
that many physicians who now embrace both, then laughed at them. — 
If you are aware of their having been broached previous to 1848) tell me 
where I can find it. 



A SUGGESTION. 
Ih, /. F. MineTt Editor Bufalo Medical and Surgical Journal: 

Dear Sir : — ^The recent report of Drs. Krombein and Dingier, upon the 
Trichina Spiralis disease in Erie County, as also the able paper upon the 
same subject by W. Keller of Darmstadt, re-published in the American 
Journal of Medical Sciences, suggests to my miud a solution of the vexed 
question of the National Hotel disease at Washington, whio& several years 
ago proved so fatal, and which defied all attempts at analysts and treat* 
roent If any of your readers are sufficiently familiar with that disorder 
to judge of the comparative symptoms between it and those produced by 
trichina, their opinion is solicited as to the correctness of the surmise of 
Yours llespectfully, 

Thos. K Roohbster. 
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Morris, June 26th, 1864. 

Editor of Buffalo Medical and Surgical Journal : 

Dear Sir: — Inclosed find a case that occurred about twelve miles dis- 
tant from me, which, if you find worthy, you will note in your Journal, 
and please give us through its columns your opinion, (fee 

J. W. Stilli. 

James H. Birdsall, a young roan, previously in good healthf was 
attacked with inflammation of thp left lung about the first of April 
last For several days his life was considered in imminent danger. At 
length the violence of the symptoms was overcome and the hope of 
recovery indulged. About this time improper exposure kindled into 
activity the smothered embers of disease. Frequent chills, followed by 
fever and attended with seVerc pain, and laborious breathing, which be- 
came more and more' aggravated during a period of three weeks, led us to 
suspect the formation of abscess. On the sixteenth of May a consultation 
was held, the presence of fiuid to a large extent positively detected, and an 
operation for its removal recommended. The day following an opening 
was made between the ribs of the left side and nearly three quarts of pus 
escaped, with decided and immediate relief to the patient The wound 
was then closed, with directions that it be re-opened as often as symptoms 
indicated the accumulation of fiuid in the cavity of the abscess. It became 
necessary to remove the dressings daily in order to give vent to the accu- 
mulation for fourteen days, the discharge averaging about a pint a day, 
when nature, exhausted, finally gave way. 

A post mortem examination disclosed a cavity of large dimensions be- 
tween the lung and the walls of the chest, the lung itself, together with the 
heart having been forced far toward the opposite side by the continued 
pressure of the accumulated fiuid. The left lung, instead of being de- 
stroyed by suppuration, as was supposed, had become consolidated by the 
inflammatory process; all appearance of air cells or bronchial tubes having 
been entirely obliterated. The pericardium was adherent to the heart 
throughout and both lung and heart so flrmly attached to the mediastinum 
as to present the semblance of one solid mass. The right lung was com- 
pressed by the displacement of the mass to one-half its natural thickness.* 

* We should preiume thai the abore case was one of pleuritic Inflammation, ending in ftn- 
pymnoy which is not an infrequent termination. Whether the fluid is serum or pus, the physi- 
cal signs are the same. Abscess of the lung is said to sometimes form, and bf rupture, prodnoe 
some such results as above described. The condition of the lung, in this case, was probablr 
produeed mostly by pressure.-^En. 
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ABSTRACT OF THE TRANSACTIONS OF THE AMERICAN MEDICAL 

ASSOCIATIUN. 

FIFTEENTH ANNUAL MEETING. 
CondeuBed from the "New York Medical IndependenC* 

[concluded.] 

THniD DAT — MORNTNa SBB6I0N, 

The Convention re-assembieil this morning. 

Dr. Mauran, of Rhode Island, called the attention of the Convention 
to the prizes offered bj Rhode Island, amounting to $200, for the best 
essay on the following thesis : 

1 — What evidence is there that inflammatory and febrile diBeaaes have 
undergone any general change of type? 

2d — ^The effects of climate in America on Tuberculous diseases. 

Dr. E. R. Squibb of New York, from Committee on the Practical 
Workings of the United States Law relating to the Inspection of Drugs 
and Medicines, presented a report. 

Dr. Storkb read the following resolutions, which were adopted : 

Jtssolved^ That in the opinion of the American Medical Association, it is expedi- 
ent that there should be attached to every public hospital for the insane, one or 
more consulting physicians, who may be consulted at the discretion of the Superin- 
tendent ; such measure being for the interest of the hospital, its medical officers, 
and its patients. 

Be»olv€d^ That a copy of the above resolution be transmitted to the Board of 
Trustees of each of our public hospitals for the insane, and also to the Secretary of 
the Asffociation of American Superintendents, with the request that it may be 
endorsed by that body, and the act proposed be urged upon the respective boards 
with which the members are officially connected. 

The Committee on Nominations, Dr. Armour of Michigan, reported 
the following Standing Committees: 

On Insanity—Ralph Hills, Ohio; C. H. Nichols, Districl of Columbia; D. P. Bis- 
sell, N. Y.; S, W. Butler, Pa.; John S. BuUer, Ct.; E. R Van Duscr, Mich. 

On Exsection and its Connection with Conservative Surgery— Lewis A, SaYre, 
N. Y.; G. W. Norris, Pa.; G. C. Blackman, Ohio; H. S. Tewksberry, Me.; E, An- 
drews, BL; G. B. Twitchell, N. H.; G. C. Hughes, Iowa ; George Olyoler, U. S. N. 
J. R; W. Dunbar, Md.; R. H. Gilbert, U. a A. 

On loohol and its Relation to Man-— G. £. Morgan, Md. 

On Microscopic Observations on Cancer Cells — L. J. Sanford, Ct 

On Medical Ethics—J. J, Murphy, Ohio; M. L. Linton, Mo.; B. P. Schenok, Pa.; 
& Wickersham, 111.; A. J. Fuller, Me. 

On the Mioroscope— J. M. Corse, Pa. 
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On QuaraAtine— D. D. Clark, Pa.; £. M. Snow, R. I.; W. Jewell, Pa^ £. D. Fen- 
ner, La.; J. W. Houck.Md. 

On Canses of I/he Extinction of the Aboriginal Races of America — 6. Sucklej, 
New York. 

On International Medical Ethics — Robert Thompson, Ohio ; G. Sbattnck, J, B. 
Upham, Mass.; 6. £. Weber, Ohio. 

On the ReUtions which Electricity sustains to the Cause of Disease — S. Littell, Pa; 

On the Morbid and Therapeutic Eflfeet of Mental and Moral Influences — A. B. 
Palmer, Mich. 

On the Causes and Treatment of Ununited Fractures— F. H. Hamilton, N. Y. 

On Diphtheria^L. Clark, III. 

On the Drainage and Sewerage of large Cities, and their Influences on Public 
Health— W. J. C. Dehamil, Dist. of Col; E. 0. Baldwin, Md.; C. Ramsay, N^ Y. 

On the Ules and Abuses of Pessaries— J. P. Whitef N. Y. 

On International Jtfedical Ethics, to Investigate the Conditions demanded for a 
Diploma of Doctor of Medicine in the various Medical Schools and Universities of 
Europe— J. B. Upham, Mass.; R. Thompson, Ohio; 6. C. Shattuck, Mass.; G. C. 
E Weber, Ohio. 

On C*limatology and Epidemic 'Diseases — C.W. Parsons, R. I.; P. A. Stackpolc, 
N. H.; T. M. Logan, Cal.; J. R C. HamiU, III; J. C. Weston, Me.; B. H. Catlin, 
Ct; d L. Allen, Vt; T. Antisell, Dist. of Col.; J. W. H. Baker, Iowa ; A. Sager, 
Mich.; O. B. Mahon, Md.; J. W. Russell, Ohio; D. F. Condie, Pa.; H. Townsend, 
New York. , 

On Autopsies in relation to Medical Jurisprudence — F..C. Finnell. 

On so-called Spotted Fever — J. J. Levick. 

On the Introduction of Disease by Commerce, and the means for its Prevention — 
A. N. Bell, K Y. 

On Patent Rights by Medical Ken— D. Prince, lU.; T. Antisell, Dist of Col.; & 
Smith, N. Y. 

Dr. W. B. Atkinson of Philadelphia, was proposed for Permanent See- 
retaiy of the Association, and Dr. Storsr of Boston, for Assistant Sec 
retary. 

Du Ebnnxdt moved the substitution of the name of Dr. Fcrman as 
Secretary, paying a high eulogium to the character of Dr. Furman. 

The nomination of Dr. Fubmak was lost by a vote of 36 for 75 againFt, 
whereupon Dr. W. B. Atkinson was elected unanimously. 

The Committee on Prize Essays, through Dr. Paasles of New York, 
reported that they had received three essays for competition, viz : On the 
Surgical Treatment of Morbid Growths in the Larynx, which was received 
too late to be acted upon. This essay was written with excellent care, and 
showed great research on the subject 

What effect has the milk and meat of diseased animals on public health 9 
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Tbe Committee gave this a high eulogium and expressed a hope for its 
publication. 

The third essay, ** Pathology. of Jaundice," was given the prize. Dr. J. 
Flkit Spim of Brooklyn, N. Y. 

The meeting then adjourned to 4 o'clock P. M. 

AFTXRVOON SXB8I0K. 

The meeting was called to order by the President, and the roll of dele- 
gates called by the Secretary. 

A resolution was passed, amending the by-laws so as to elect tbe Presi- 
dent by ballot. 

A resolution of thanks t% the profession of this city for their hospitality, 
was passed. ^ 

Also, a resolution recognizing the services, patriotism and sacrifices of 
the army surgeons. 

Also, a vote of thanks to Secretary Furman. 

Also, a resolution requesting Rail Road Companies to convey delegates 
at half fare. 

Abo, a resolution to appoint a Comitaittee to codify the ordinances of 
the Association. 

A resolution on the death of Dr. B, F. Bachb of Philadelphia, was 
referred to the Committee on Necrology. 

Report of Section on Chemistry was adopted. 

Dr. J. HoMBXBGiB offered the following: 

Whereoi, The position of Specialists and 8pecialtiei is but very ill-defined, \e it 

Reaohedf That the American Medical Association go into a Committee of the 
Wholes in order to define the position of Specialism and Specialists, as well as the 
duties of the profession towaras SpeciolinlH, and the duties of Specialists. 

This resolution was followed by an animated debate. It was referred to 
a Committee of five, of which Dr. Homberoer is Chairman. 

Resolution to memorialize the Legislature to enact a law providing for 
the compensation of medical men when attending as witnesses in courts. 

Report of Committee on Epidemic^*, etc., was adopted. 

A resolution to apprise Congress of the unworthiness of Dr. Morton 
for a reward as tbe inventor of Sulphuric Ether as an anaesthetic, was 
passed. m 

Report of Section on Surgery was adopted. 

The amendment to the Constitution providing for tbe taking of the 
vou 3, NO. 12—69, 
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Chair by the F resident elect at the sacceeding meeting, was also adoptedf. 

A motion to offer a prize for an Essay on Abortion, was referred to the 
Committee on Prize Essays. 

A vote of thanks to President Davis for the able manner in which he 
presided over the meeting, was unanimously passed. 

After which the Association adjourned to meet in Boston on the first 
Tuesday in June, 1865. 



THE TOMB OF SECRETS. 

We read that ** a physician in Paris was accused, on the 11th inst, be- 
fore a French Police Court, of having revealed the < secret disease' of one 
of his patients, and that to the patient's dantnge. He was found guilty, 
and condemned .by the court to pay a fine of 500 francs, and to undergo a 
year's imprisonment. Moreover, at the expiration of his imprisonment, be 
was to remain for five years under the surveilance of the police, and to pay 
all the expenses of the trial. Besides this, having injured the patient^s 
reputation, he was ordered to pay the patient 1000 francs as damages." 

There can be no doubt that this vigorous administration of the law was 
conceived in the very best spirit, even though part of the punishment is one 
not known to English jurists, except in the instance of men possessing 
diplomas of a different class — tickets of leave. Imprisonment and fine, in 
cases of libel, have, ere this, been imposed by English judges; but "sur- 
veilance of the police " is an institution with which we are practically un- 
acquainted, but which all who are aware of the French system know to 
imply complete social ruin. It is our intention, however, to treat rather 
with the principles than with the particulars. The French law is jealous of 
professional confidence. It recognises the social necessity of preserving io 
the highest perfection the good faith and inviolable integrity of the medical 
practitioner. English legislation, generally speaking, prefers the practical 
appeal to the pocket, and seeks not so much to punish as to compensate — 
making the damages awarded the measure of the penalty, unless in cases 
where the judge, according to the nature of <<the information," deems the 
offence rather of a criminal than of a civil character. — Lancet. 



Priqnakot Without Emissio-Pbnis, — Prof. Scanzoni relates the case 
of a woman, aged 29, in whom he detected a four month 'pregnancy, al- 
though the orifice of the vagina was closed bp a firm and tense membrane, 
in which an aperture big enough to admit a probe was discovered with 
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much difficulty. In his long dzpehenoe he had never met with a aimilar 
instance, although he has seen casee in which remaina of the hymen ezsted, 
and one in which this membrane continued quite uninjured. The mem- 
brane only yielded slightly uwards, so that emissio-penis was completely 
impossible, and the question is, how did the semen reach the uterine orifice 
four Inches distant 9 After the seventh month the opening gradually 
widened a little, so that a quill could be easily introduced ; and by the time 
labour set in the finger could be passed in. As the labour advanced, there 
was found to be also a thin circular membrane attached to the walls of the 
vagina at the junction of its upper and middle third; but a large opening 
eristed in this, so that it caused no obstruction to delivery. As, however, 
the thickened hymen formed a dense ring, which prevented the passage of 
the head, a small crucial incision was performed, and the delivery easily ter- 
minated.— .^^e^. Wten Med. ZeiL, No. 4. [Dr. Mattei, Union Medicale 
"No. 36, relates a similar case of a woman who became pregnant after hav- 
ing been married 1 1 years. The husband was aware that she was mal- 
formed, but had contented himself with incomplete connection. On exam- 
ination, a cul-de-sac was found, which, probably formed through the 
attempts at copulation, only admitted the finger to the extent of 1^ centi- 
metre. The most careful examination by means of the speculum, could 
not detect ihe aperture by which the semen must have entered. After 
severe labor for three days, the tissues in front of the head gave way and 
admitted the finger. Delivery was completed by the forceps]. — Medical 
Times and Oaz^ May 28, 1864. — Med. Newe, 
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COMPLETION OF VOLUME THIRD. 
This number completes our third volume, and seals up the record, so far 
as opportunity to change or improve our past is concerned ; three years 
with our Journal **have now become nistory." It will be remembered that 
our commencement was in those perilous days of commencing rebellion or 
revolution, when one thought filled all minds, and one efibrt engaged all 
hands; when news^f the war overshadowed all other intelligence, and left 
* scarce a niche to be occupied by any other adventurer. At this time every- 
thing stood still, or tnoved slowly backwards in expectation of some great 
change. It was a great thing to be bom at such a time; to come up to 
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]ife under such circnmstaucas of peril and danger. It wad a great thing to 
live, after we were born, and stand a trembling witness of the death of our 
superiors; yes, it was a grdat thing, and speaks volumes for us, which 
perhaps it might not be in good taste to write up. Our past is fullj 
before our attentive readers, though it is to be presumed we have a private 
history not altogether familiar to them — not to be fully understood until ^he 
" secrets of all hearts are made known." However, with many changes 
between hope and despondency we have made thus far our monthly 
returns^ for which we have been more indebted to *^ foreign trade,'' than to 
to any ''internal revenue," 

A.t present under any ordinary circumstances, we should be an estab- 
lished ''institution," but what can now be established which depends in 
any degree up6n the price of gold f We have (as an institution) mourned 
over the fact that oui medical gospel could not be offered the profession 
" freely, without money and without price ;" but no amount of tears oih avail 
"to wash away the stains" of debt, or obliterate the printer's billk Gold 
or iu equivalent in "green-backs,"' is the only available remedy. This is 
Ixistcry, and not written to delinquent subscribers, since we have but few 
upon our list, and these we expect to hear fron^, before our next issue. 

We are as yet unable to announce the price of volume four, for it is 
impossible to ascertain upon what terms it can be published. We desire 
to receive only sufficient to pay the publication, and we hardly as yet 
know which is best, to raise the price to meet the immense increase in 
cost or to raise on the price of professional services and let that of the 
Journal remain unchanged. Meantime, while we are undecided is a good 
opportunity to subscribe, or pay up old dues. A few physicians have 
received our Journal from the beginning, and have as yet never paade any 
suitable acknowledgments; but under numerous embarrassments, we are 
not disposed to "look back" "after having put our hands to the plow." 

We desire to express our most hearty thanks to our contributors and 
correspondents for their kind and generous co-operation, and trust they 
will continue to furnish their welcome articles, thus greatly assisting to 
make the Journal of practical value to the general practitioner, and more 
fuUy constituting it a medium of professional communication. We also 
acknowledge our obligations to the profession generally for their generous 
support and kind indulgence, for their numerous expressions of confidence 
and favor, and shall be but too happy, if we are able to merit their con* 
tinued approbation. 
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With past experieDoe as a guide^ and with constant, untiring eflfort, we 
shall offer our future Journal, with the hope that it may grow better, as it 
grows older. 



DR. ROSEBRUGffS OPHTHALMOSCOPE. 

Prof. Helraholtz's immortal discovery of the Ophthalmoscope in 1851, 
marks the commencement of a new era in Ophthalmic Medicine and Sur- 
gery. Up to that tim^ nothing was, or indeed could be known of the 
appearances of the deep structures of the living eye; now, with this instru- 
ment, all p^rts of the eye, involved in vision, can be brought under the 
eye of the oculist, and the health or disease of any structure pronounced 
upon with a certainty in many cases that cannot admit of a doubt; in the 
case of disease, it^ particular locality can be perceived and the appropriate 
treatment, whether medical or surgical, resorted to. In a word, the oph- 
thalmoscope is to the eye w^at the stethoscope is to the heart and lungs, 
and the laryngoscope to the throat It is» however, to be regretted that 
the time, patience and perseverance necessary in order to use this instru- 
ment satisfactorily are such as to prevent its general adoption by the pro- 
fession ; in fact we are of the opinion that up to the present time there are 
very few expert ophthalmoscopists beyond that limited few who are suffi- 
dently in advance of the text books and the age to be able to keep pace 
with the advanced ideas of such Ophthalmologists as Helmholtz, Von 
Graefe, Bonders and Liebreick. 

The new ophthalmoscope of which a full description appeared in this 
Journal for May, the invention of Dr. Rosebrugh^s oculist of Toronto^ pro- 
poses to do away with the objections to the ordinary ophthalmoscope, to 
which we have referred. 

We have had the privilege of putting Dr. Rosebrugh's instrument to a 
practical test, and wc have great pleasure in reporting that it is all that it 
claims to be, namely : an ophthalmoscope that will demonstrate the fundus 
of the eye to any person without any previous knowledge of the mode of 
using it. In brief, the great advantage of Dr. Rosebrugh's ophthalmoscope 
consists in the limited experience necessary in order to use it naiUfactorUy ; 
thus placing it within the reach^of every medical practitioner. 

There is another feature in this new instrument of no little importance, 
namely : it can be adopted to a small camera obscura upon the ground 
glass plate of which the imag^ of the fundus oculi can be thrown so as to 
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be seen by a number of pereoos at the same time; and still fiirtlier» a pre- 
pared photographic plate being placed in the poeition of the ground glaaa 
pUte, photographs can be taken showing the details of the deep strnctures 
of the living eye. We have one of these photographs in oar possession, 
showing very clearly the optic nerve enterance and the distribntion of the 
vessels of the retina of a cat 

Dr. Bosebrugh does not daim that his instrument is yet perfect, but 
that it is based upon the right principle, and is at Jeast a great step in 
advance; and as the advantages of the ophthalmoscope are now almost 
universally admitted, we believe the profession will fully appreciate the 
Doctor's very ingenious invention. 

We do with Dr. Rosebrugh must heartily << express the hope that the 
invention of this instrument will contribute something towards popularizing 
Ophthalmoscopy, as, in investigating diseases of the eye, the ophthalmo- 
scope is undoubtedly even more essential than the stethoscope in diagnos- 
ing diseases of the heart or lungs; and trust its use will lud in banishing 
from ophthalmic nomenclature the indefinite ieirm of amaurosis, where, as 
Walther observed, < the patient sees nothing, and the surgeon likewise — 
nothing.' " 



REVIEW. 
Bumsieadon Venereal Disease, 

We have received the second edition of this valuable work, we should rather 
say invaluable work, for it is the only systematic treatise so far as we know 
which ought to have the authority of a guide in the study and treatment 
of syphilis. It is one o^ the most important, if not the most important 
work which has been offered to the profession. When we consider the 
erroneous notions which were held before its appearance by the majority of 
the profession; when we take into account the consequences involved in 
correct knowledge, or we had better say want of correct knowledge of the 
subject of which it treats, the above commendation does no^ seem at all 
extravagant Besides that it clears up thoroughly the experience of good 
and careful obtervers, it enables them to lay aside many doubts as to meth- 
ods of treatment, and to give more distinct and definite assurances to 
patients. The clear and undoubted distinction which is drawn, between 
the chancre and the chancroid, i. e. between -the infecting and the non- 
infecting chancre, will not only, in most cases, enable the surgeon to make 
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a certain diagnoBis, ami heoce proceed uuderstaDdiDgly in the treatment of 
them, but will aflford him the means of relievin^r patients from that dis- 
tressing doubt and apprehension which in many cases weigh so heavily. 

This kLition shows some changes, consisting of additions from the most 
recent investigations; of taking away, as in the chapter on syphilization, which 
is considerably lessened both in matter and importance ; and of arrangement. 
Sy[riiiIization which seemed always so repngnant, now appears in its true 
light, simply as a measure which by its depurative action upon the system, 
leads to apparent benefit in the treatment of syphilis. As first proposed, 
as a prophylactic against syphilis, it certainly seemed rather shocking, 
though, of course, had there been any real truth at the bottom of it, scien- 
tific men would have been compelled to follow whithersoever it might lead. 
When we consider that the virus used was always that of the chancroid, 
which is followed by no constitutional infection, we can see how absurd was 
the idea, and also that whatever benefit follows the repeated inoculation of 
the same virus in cases of true pyphilis, can only be purely and simply 
depurative. 

The arrangement in this edition is much more satisfactory than in the 
first, viz: an entirely separate consideration of the chancre and the c^an' 
croid. Their consideration together was perhaps a necessary concession 
to the doubts of the profession, at the time the first edition was. issued. 
No such necessity now exists, since the new doctrines put forth concerning 
them are very generally accepted. 

The work is divided into three parts. In the first the author treats ably 
and fully of gonorrhoea and its complications. We do not propose to say 
more of th^is than that the subject is as thoroughly and clearly treats as 
in any existing work, and we may say more fully up to the time?. The 
subject of stricture of the urethra, is treated in a fulk and satisfactory 
manner. All methods of dealing with this oflen perplexing disease, which 
have been found to have any value, receive due attention, among them the 
*< immediate plan" of Mr. Holt, which commends itself to our judgment as 
one likely to be of more service than any yet proposed. It secures the best 
results of dilatation at less expense of time. The second part discusses the 
chancroid and its complications. The third part treats of syphih's. Noth- 
ing essentially new, we l)elieve, has been added in regard to the difference 
between chancre and chancroid, though their discussion in separate chap 
ters is not only proper, but aids a thorough recognition of the broad 
distinction between them* 
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We have theo, in this important treatise, what we have nowhere else, in 
any work with which we are acquainted, the two kinds of sores on the 
genitals classified, discussed, and in topical arrangement, placed separately, 
as being distinct — wholly differeat in their nature, in their consequences, and 
in the measures of treatment to which they should be subjected. We wish 
to call attention to the prominence given* to the suppurating bubo, as a 
means of diagnosis. It may be taken for granted, in almost all instances, 
that when there has been or is, a suppurating bubo in the groin in connec- 
tion with a sore on the genitals, there neither has been, nor will be consti- 
tutional infection, and therefore no need of specific treatment, or any other 
than local. We must admit that all cases are not capable of an exact diag- 
nosis. There are certain mixed cases, in which symptoms of both chancre 
and chancroid are present. These cases are however few. For the forma- 
tion and giving of a correct opinion exactness is desirable, but as far^ as . 
treatment is concerned, it matters little, if the correct practice is only to 
treat syphilitic manifestations when they appear. 

In regard to treatment, it will be observed that the author gives in this 
edition, his preference to the external use of mercury, both in the form of 
bifth and inunction, the latter b^ing an excellent method in all respects, 
except its want of cleanliness. Used in these ways, the effect of mercury 
is more rapid, and less irritating to the digestive organs, and less likely to 
cause troublesome salivation. We think the discussion of the action and 
benefit of mercury, and the reasons for choosing one form rather than 
another, in fact the directions given for the use of the drug, is particularly 
full, definite and satisfactory. We notice that the author difiers from Dr. 
Dixon, whose recommendations are generally sound and practical, in regard 
to the importance of dilating the pupil by mydriatics in the troatment of 
iritis. He insists that it is an essential measure, in which wo fully concur 
with him. It should be added that the author favors the wiihbolding of 
mercury till some manifestations of general syphilis other than the chancru 
appear. The belief that mercury will prevent the secondary raanifeHtationH 
of syphilis, has been so general, that such a recommendation will, wc 
think, be adopted with hesitation. When the belief prevails, as it should, 
that these manifestations are governed by a law, and not controlled by 
medicine, the plan of preventing secondary symptoms by mercury will fall 
into disuse. One thing, which we have not heretofore admitted, we may 
learo, viz : that nature has some power to eliminate the poison of syphilis. 
Therefore we must trust to hygienic infiuences as well as medicinal 
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It is diflSdult to ovei^tate the value of this work to the general practi- 
tioner. A careful study of it will save hi in, in Duulberl^3ss instances, from 
that needless use of mercury in many obscure cases, upon a vague suspi- 
cioo that thete may be something <^ specific" about them. When he has 
once settled in- his mind, the general truth, which the book under notice so 
coovinclngly presents, that syphilis has pretty definite laws of manifesta- 
tion,^unmistakabl^ and for the most part constant, he will not grope in 
the dark, to feel out, as it w« ro, by the use of mercuVy a ** specific" taint 
Let him consider this, an 1 the fact, that of ten sores on the genitals, eight 
are generally chancroids, needing no specific treatment; and he will often 
have occasion to feel thankful for so valuable a guide as Dr, Bumstead has 
famished him. fiat though cases of true syphilis are really more rare than 
was formerly supposed, let no one think lightly of it. This limitation only 
serves to show what a terrible disease syphilis is. It thoroughly infects the 
blood, there being no escape, and often runs a most destructive course in 
spite of our measures. 

In concli^sion, we may say, that no man ignorant of the facts and doc- 
trines of the book before us, has any right to undertake the treatment of 
venereal sores. The book is one which every practitioner should have in 
his possession, and we may further say, the only book upon the subject 
which he should acknowledge as competent authority. 



The Principles and Practice of Obstetrics : Illustrated with One Hun- 
dred and Fifty -Nine Lithographic Fif/ures, from Original Photographs, 
and wUh numerous Wood- Cuts. By Hugh L. Hodge, M. D., Emeritus 
Professor of Obstetrics and Diseases of Wonien and Children^ in the 
University of Pennsylvania; lately one of the Physicians to the Lying- 
in Department of the Philadelphia Hospital; lately one of the Physi- ' 
dans to the Philadelphia Almshouse Hospital; Consulting Physician 
to the Philadelphia Dispensary; Fellow of the College of Physicians 
of Philadelphia; Memher of the American Philosophical Society, etc; 
Author of a treatise on " The. Peculiar Diseases of Womeny Phila- 
delphia: Blakohard (Se Lea, 1864. 

It would at first seem that there was really nothing to be added to our 
numerous and valuable works on obstetrics — that everything known of the 
art had been embodied m several of the recently published works upon this 
subject. An examination of this book will, however, convince us of this 
error, and show how wide is this field, how actively it is being cultivated, 
and how much yet remains to be discovered. In this volume, the author 
VOL, 3, NO. 12 — 60, 
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has presented not simply bis own opinions, bat also those of the most dis- 
tinguished in the profession, so that it is a digest of the theory and practioe 
of obstetrics. 

This branch of taedioal practice had received but little attention^ or had 
made but little progress, until within the last fifty years* and the appear- 
ance of such a volume shows how much has been accomplished during that 
short period. The preface contains, with a great many other things, a lii»- 
tory of obstetrics in the United States, in which it is stated that at the com- 
mencement of the last century obstetrics in the United States was regarded 
altogether as a subordinate branch of medicine; its practice was eotnuied 
to women, and it was only in cases of tedious and dangerous labors, that 
the assistance of the surgeon was required. Obstetrics has not been 
taught in our schools as a distinct branch of medical practice jantO within a 
comparatively short period. Harvard University, in Cambridge, Maasa- 
chuaetts, in its arrangements of professors, did not bestow any special at- 
tention upon obstetrics until as late as 1815, when Dr. Walter Channing 
was appointed Lecturer upon Obstetrics and Medical Jurispmdence. We 
must not foUow this history, though it is exceedingly interesting and showa 
how great improvements in this department have been made within the 
last half century. 

Great labor has been bestowed upon the preparation, and great ezpenae 
incurred, in the publication of this work. It is astonishing vthat such an 
extensive and complete treatise upon any branch of medical practice should 
appear at such a time, and shows that the medical profession of America 
are anxious to be in possession of all that is known upon the subject. We 
have no work in our liinguage so extensive and complete upon the art and 
practice of obstetrics; and though several^ works of great merit have 
appeared within the last few years, still, no medical library can be consid- 
ered complete without this volume. 

The illustrations are numerous and complete; as an illustrated work, it 
is superior to any which has appeared. * We should be glad to give a list 
of the subjects represented, but suffice it to say that everything desirable 
has been faithfully and naturally represented by lithographic plates, 
prepared with great accuracy And care. On this account, as a textbook 
for the student and young practitioner, it is of incomparable value. 

For sale in Buffalo by Thbodorb Butlsr. 
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BOOKS REOEIYED. 
A Hand'Booh of Uterine TkerapnUies. By Edward John Tilt, M. D., 
Member of the Royal College of Physicians; Consulting Physician to 
the Farringdon ^kneral Dispensary; Fellow of the Boyal Medical and 
Ckirurgieal Soetety, and if several British and Foreign Societies. 
New York: Wm. Wood <k Ca, 61 Walker street 

Transetdions of the State Medical Sodetyj of Indiana^ at the Fourteenth 
Annual Session, held in the city of Indianapolis, May 17 d: 18, 1864. 

Atlantic Monthly, July Number. — ^This is the first number of vol. xiv, 
and 18 a good index of what is constantly furnished the readers of this 
journal. A long li(t of contributors are announced, whose reputations are 
•uffleient guarantee that the character and worth of the Atlantic Monthly 
is to be fully maintained.^ 

PetersovUs Magazine. — The publishers supply us regularly with this 
beautifully illustrated and highly entertaining magazine. Whoever is look- 
ing for the latest fashions and the most readable story should send for 
"Peterson." 

Qodey's Lady's Book.. — ^This fashionable magazine is occasionally 
placed upon our table. We suppose the irregularity is due to the fact that 
we do not always acknowledge the favor, or give our readers the table of 
contents. We always receive thankfully such courtesies, but wo do not 
idways have time and space to speak of it 



Errata. — In the article communicated by Dr. Lothrop on Trichina, in 
last number, 

page 433, 2d line, for here read none. 
** 434, last line, for live read lime. 
** 434, 2d line from bottom, for cyst read cysts, 
" 435, 2d line, for easily read rarely. 
** 435, 9th line from bottom, for a read or. 
" 435, 3d line from bottom, for Herbert read Herhst, 
" 436, 1st line, for cases read sacs. 
There are several other errors caused by omission of a letter, as capules 
for capsules, and cysticerus for cysticercus, but as the meaning is apparent, 
they need not all be pointed out The last revise of the proof-shoots was 
by mistake of printer overlooked. 



Canada Mbdioal Joubnal.— We hare received the first number of a new Medical 
Joomal, pnblisbed in Montreal. JEkUted by Q. £. Fenwick, M. D. and F.W. 
Campbell, M, D., L. R. C. P. 8. It is to be published monthly, and contains forty 
ei^t pages. 

we neartily congratalate the profession of Canada upon the appptarance of this 
JonmaL This number contains original matter of great interest, and this enter- 
prise should enli^ the interest of the whole Canadian profession. 
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Report of Deaths in the City of Buffalo for the Month of May, 18C4i 

VVliole namber of dcatLs from diiseiCHe, 1^8. fn addition to ilie a()Ov>, 2 still-bom 
were reported in tlie city. 

Sex,— Males, 88, PeraaleP, 52. 6 

CoLOB.— White, Male, 87 ; Wliite, Feiuale, 52 ; Colored, Male, 1. 
Nativities,— United Statw, in 47, f 36, total, 8.3; German State»s m ID, f 4, total, 
23; Ireland, m 12, f 7, total, Ul; England, ro 1 ; Scotland, f 1 : Canada, m 3, / 1, total, 
4; Prussia, m 2; Portugal, f 1; Unknown, m 4, f 2, total, tJ. Tolal. Males, 88, Fe- 
males, 52— 140. 

Parknt AGE.— American, m 13, f B, total, 51; German, ra 37, f 19, total, 56; Irish, 
m 20, f 16. total, 3fi; English^ m 5, f 1, total. 6; Scotch, m 1, f 1, total, 2; French, 
in 1; Prussia, m 3; Au8tria;tf 1; Canada, m I, f 1, tota],.2; Switzerland, m 1; ?*«- 
tujjal, f 1; Unknown, m 7, f 4, total, 11. Total, Males, 88. Femaltjs, 52—140. 

CoKDiriON,— Married, 35; Sinarlo, 91; Widowf^, 4; Widowers, 1, Unknown, 9. 
Total, 140. 

Locality, — City at large, 120; Hospital of Sisters of Charity, 3; Baifalo General 
Hospital, 3; Catholic Foundling Asjluni, 7; fiiie County Alms Houtse, 4; Small- 
Pox HoepiUl, 1; Fort Porter, 2. Total, 140. 

Agks.— Under 5 yeare, in 32, f 23, total, 55; 5 to 10 years, m 8, f 3, total, 11; 10 
to 20 years, m 5, f 5, total, 10; 20 to 30 years, m 8, f 4, total, 12; 30 to 40 years, m 
7, f 3, total, 10; 40 to 50 years, m 10, f 3, total, 13; 50 to 60 years, m 6, f 3, total, 
9; 60 to 70 years, m 1, f 3, total, 4; 70 to 80 years, m 6, f 2, toUl, 8; 80 to 90 yean», 
f 2; 90 to 100, m 1; Still-born, m 2; Unknown, m 2, f 1, total, 3. Total, Males, 88 
Females, 52—140. 

Bt Whom Certikikp. — By regular PhysiciauK at Public Institulionn, 20; by reg- 
ular Physicians in city at large, 57; by in-egulnr Practitioners. 19; by Coroner, 12; 
by Unclertakcrs, 32. Total, 140. 

Causes or Death. — Accident, m 7, f 2, total, 9; accident by drowning, m 3, f 1, 
total, 4; eedema glottidis, f 1; congestion of brain, ra I; bronchitis, m 2; consump- 
tion, ra 9, f 7, total, 16; convulsions, m 4, f 3, total, 7; croup, ml, f 3, total, 4; cyan- 
osis, f 1; debility, m 1, f 3. total, 4; delirium tremens, m 2; detention, m 1; diaiT- 
hcea, ra 2; disesFo of the heart, m 3, f 1, total, 4; disease of the liver, f 1; diphthoria, 
m 2, f 1, total, 3; drofwy general, m 1, f 1; dropsy abominal, m 1; erysipelas, m 2; 
f«ver, f 1; r^nittent ft'vcr, f 1; puerperal fever, f 1: puerperal convulsion fever, f J; 
acariet fever, m 5, f /2, total, 7; typhoid fever, ra 1, f 3, total, 7; typhus fever, f 1; 
gangrene, m 1; gun-shoii ^ound, m 1; hicmorrhage from umbiljcs, m 1: inflAmma- 
tion of bowels, m 1, f 2, total, 3: inflammation of brain and meningS, m 2, f 1, total, 
3: inflammation of liver, f 2: inflammation of lungs, m 12, f 1, total, 13: inflamma- 
t tion of pericardium, m 1; inflammation of Btomarh, f 1: intu.«8Usception, m 1 : in- 
fanticide, m 1; manuBrous, ro 4: measles, m 1, f 3, total, 4: iiiurder, m 1: old ages, 
m 1, f 2, total, 3- otitis,* m 1; paralysis, m 1, f 1, total, 2: rupture of heart, m 1: 
small-pox, m 1, f 1, total. 2: suicide, m 1: syphilits m 1: unknown m 4, f 1, total, 
5: whooping cough, f 1. Deaths from diseases, Males^ 86, Females, 52 — 138. 

The following shows the number of deaths in the city in each month of the pres- 
ent year, the number in 1863, jind the average of each month for the five 3*ears, 
1859 to 186.3, inclusive : 

Month of January, 1864, 128, January, 1863, 115, — 5 years* average. 129. Februafv, 
1864. 117. February, 1863, 94,-5 vears' average, 117. March, 1864, 143. Mareh, 1863. 
104,-5 year?' average, 131. April, 1864, 144, April, 1863. 121,-5 years average, 
121, May, 1864, 140, May, 1863, 132,-5 years' average, 121. ' 

The number of deaths in the first five months of the pretscnt year, is 106 mar« 
than In the corresponding period of last year, and 53 mor^ than the average for five 
years. 

SANDFORD EASTMAN, M. D., Health Phvaician. 



jiP 7^^ 




